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ample of it in the history of religions. erful, and for an immediate and ade-
Such are the eviderices of the story quate purpose. 1le heals ail dis-
of the miracles. 'I here are distinc- eases ; feeds multitudes with a few
tions relative to the miracles them baves and fislhes; walks on the sea;
selves. calms a storm ; and raises the dead

1. We need not admit as a miracle i three several instances. Con-
that which can be resolved into a nected with those stupendous evi-
false perception. This excludes the dences of the divine power, are tbe
dæmon of Socrates, the vision .of voice and celestial appearance at hift
Lord Herbert, Colonel Gardiner's baptism bis transfiguration; and hi
vision, &c. Those may be account resurrection And such is the au-,
ed for as temporary insanity : they thor of Christianity. There is no
appeal but to a single sense, they won<lr wrought since the day o
ppear but to the individual-they Chrit and the Apost1es, which can-

are momentary. lhe blind man that fot be resolved into deception fro
saw was an object of ius estigation to the actua! narrative. But in the mi-
the multitude ; the cure of ihe wi- racles (i Christ and bis i4nmediate
thered limb was permanent ; Laza- disciples, the narrative leaves no
rus retained life. The blind imin roo for te suspicion of imposture.
appeared to stand the scrutiy of the No human ingenuity las since tha
Jewish sceytics. 'I be lame man, me"orale age succeded in con-
cured by the AIpostl.,, lollowed them structing the glory of a miracle; aný
to the judgment-hall before the Jew- no human scepticîsm bas been able
ish council. to discover a weakness n the story

2. The miracles never failed, ac- of the signs wrougbt by the Jewisb
cording to the Gospel narrative. wanderer, "who had not where to
I his distinguishes them from ail ten- Ny bis bead," and bis twelve pea
tative wonders-those in which one sants. And this mass of evidence is
Mut of many succeeds. This ex- to be abandoned for the feeble folly
cluies the cures wrought by relics. of a few lîalf-witted profligatesi
and at the. tombs of saints, the King's whose opinions we sbould not adop'
touch, and the effect of nostrums, on any subject in the whole range o
&c. human questioniug. Why aile we to

3 We exclub al) accounts, which, supposetheir wisdom in roligion mor
al!nwinig the facts t, be true. leave infidlible thin in politics C We see
tth'ir miiraculois nature in doubt: that in public questions they ar
we thut get rid of the story of the cuber trensonous or mad ; we see

Thunde ring Legion ;" the hin- that if theý had power equal to thei
di-ance to the re building ofthe Tem- malignity, the stite would be in
ple by Julian ; the circling of the flames from end to end. lstheman
flames at the death of Polycýrp ; breatbing bitterness against aIl tha
Constantine's vision of the cross in Nve know to constitut- thébonorand
the clouds ; the liquefaction of the bappiness, ýand existence of socieiy,
blood of St. Januarius ; the sudden in the state of mmd to judge of th'
cure of hypocondriacal complaints, solemnpurityo? Revelation lIthé
&c. being, whor society labours tý cas,

4. We ex, ide those that may be out as a disease, born in degradatiot
the exaggeration of a simple fact. reared in pestilent igqoranc*,
But the raising of Lazarus, the wi- feeding bis maturity on visions o
dow's son, and the feeding of the universal subversion-the hater
tive thousand, allow of no connection the law-the anticipated murderer
vith an original f act, not. miraculous every man above biniself-to be o
Phe sum of ail is, that the miracles guide in the concerns of the eternd
o? Christ are numirous, punic, pow- tvorlde
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