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Fsample of it in the history of religions.
iSuch are the evidences of the story
t20f the miracles. ‘I here are distinc-
tions relative to the miracles them

Fithat which can be resolved into a
fifalse perception. This excludes the
Edemon of Socrates, the vision -of
iLord Herbert, Colonel Gardiner’s
b-vision, &c. Those may be account
fied for as temporary insanity : they
Mappeal but to a single sense, they
£.ppear but to the individual—they
tare momentary. The blind man that
Isaw was an object of inycstigation to
Akthe multitude ; the cure of the wi-
fithered limb was permanent ; Laza-
i rus retained life. The blind man
EX«ppeared to stand the scrutny of the
iJewtsh sceptics.  ‘Lhe lame man,
krcured by the Apostle, followed them

s

Eto the judgment-hall before the Jew-

1

& 2. The miracles never fuiled, ac-
¢cording to the Gospel narrative.
T his distinguishes them from all ten-
R {ative wonders—those in which one
Klout of many succeeds. This ex-
‘cludes the cures wrought by relics,
frand at the, tombs of saints. the King’s
#¥ouch, and the effect of nostrums,
& C.

3 We exclud» all accounts, which,

Bwe thus get rid of the story of the
M Thundering Legion;” the hin-
[2drance to the re building of the Tem-
Kple by Julian ; the arcling of the
{lames at the death of Polyc:rp;

fithe clouds ; the liguefaction of the

Eblood of Xt. Januarius; the sudden
fz&ure of hypocondriacal complaints,
pikc.
] 4. We ex/lude those that may be
ktthe exagzeration .of a simple fact.
But the raising of Lazarus, the wi-
psdow’s son, and the feeding of the
gtlive thousand, allow of no connection
owith an original fict, not miraculous
Ky Phe sum of all is, that the miracles

gzof Christ are numerous, public, pow-

quate purpose.

eases ; feeds multitudes with a 5
loaves and fishes; walks on the sea ;i§

in three several instances. ;
nected with those stuipendous evi-g
dences of the divine power, are the}d

baptism ; his transfiguration ; and hisg
resurrection And such is the au-if

Christ and the Apostles, which can-
not be resolved into deception fromy;
the actual narrative. But in the mi-},
racles of Christ and his immediatefy;
disciples, the narrative leaves no
room for the suspicion of imposture.}
No human ingenuity has since thatg
memorable age succeeded in con-§
structing the glory of a miracle ; ands
no human scepticism has been able}
to discover a weakness n the storyp
of the signs wrought by the Jewish}
wanderer, ¢ who had not where tof§
lay his head,” and his twelve pea-J§
sants. And this mass of evidence isj§
to be abantoned for the feeble folly}N
of a few half-witted profligates; ¥
whose opinions we should not adop
on any subject in the whole range ofj
human questioning. Why are we tojg
sappose their wisdom inreligion more]
infallibie than in politics 7 We see]@
that in public questions they arél
either trensonous or'mad ; we see.®
that if they had power equal to their|
malignity, the state would be infg
flames from end to end. s the manB
breathing bitterness against all thafj
we know to constitut- thé honor, and
happiness, and existence of societyN
in the state of mind to judge of théj
solemn purity of Revelation? Is théf®
being, whom society Iabours to casifi
out as a discase, born in degradatio, i
reared in pestilent igqomncﬁ, angiy
feeding his maturity en visions offg
universal subversion—the hater off
the law—the anticipated murderer ofg
every man above himself—to be ouifs
guide in the concerns of the ‘eternally
world ? : 1

b




