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THE PHANTOM SHIP.

By MARJORY MACMURCHY.

“You haven't got your sails fixed right.”
{ (Tom Leath pushed his hat back on his
head and looked from the toy ship, whose
white sails were swelling faintly with the |
breeze blowing across the pond, to Billy |
Parker, who wits swinging his empty basket
carelessly beside him.

* \What's wrong with them 27

“You've got them on the wrong side.”

Tom looked doubtfully at the sails.

“You fix them, please.”

Billy dropped s basket and lifted the
ship from the water.  His brown fingers
worked in and out deftly among the white
sails.

“There!” *he exclaimed, setting the
rudder, “ now she'll wo.”

Across the rippling pond went the ship,
leaving a gentle wake behind her.  She
landed on the opposite shore with all sml
set.  Billy and Tom raced round the pond
to meet her with shouts of delight.

* Hullo, what's the matter ?” cried a boy,
suddenly springing up from behind a sand
bank, *“ Oh, just your old ship, Tom, come
and help me to build my sand castle.”

* No,” said Tom, * Billy is showing wme
how to sail her, you come and help us,
Humphrey.”

“I'll come if you put up the Stars and
Stripes, 1 won't help sail a boat flying the
Union Jack.”

“Naot much,” cried Billy, “\We aint
Americans, we're Canadians.”

* Well, the Union Jackain't the Canadian
flag, its the English flag.”

* 1t is,” cried Tom excitedly, “ just as
much as your flag is the Stars and Stripces,
I'll fight anybody who says it isp't.”

Hesquaredup to Humphrey with doubled
fists.

“1 don't fight with boys a head shorter
than 1 am,” said Humphrey loftily.

“ I don't care,” said Tow, “if I don',
you needn’t.

“Yes, 1 need, guess 'm not a coward.”

“Here you two,” growled Billy, *stop
that. Of course the Union Jack is our
flag, you know that, Humphrey, would you
fly it on your ship to please Tom 2”

* 'd like to see myself doing it

“Then don't ask Tom to fly yvour flag,
Come on and play. What do yvou call
your ship, Tom?”

“1 haven't given her a name yet, let's
call her the Shannon.”

* No, the Monitor,” cricd Humphrey.

“ 'l tell you,” said Billy, “let's call her

the Phantom Ship.”

<t \vhyzn

Billy glanced around him cautiously and
lowered his voice.

“ Didn’t you ‘cver hear of the Phantom
Ship? Well, a long time ago a pirate and
his crew used to come up this bay with

their ship and leave their-treasure at an

island a little wzy down from here. Once
they got caught with the ice and had to
stay afl winter.  There's alittle house down
there where the pirate captain used to live,
Then once the ship got on fire and burned
all up, and now whenever there’s going to
be a storm you can see the ship all burning
going up and down the bay. Somectimes
it sils so close to ships that they can see
the rigging and the masts all afire and the
crew walking round.”

“Did they ever come right close to
them ?” asked Humphrey eagerly.

¢ No, often and often they have tried to
sail out close to it but it would go off down
the bay faster than any ship could sail.”

“ Did you ever see it 27

“ No, but my father has lots of times.”

“My ! 1 wish we could see it,” sighed
Humphrey.

* Suppose we try,” said Tom. * Could
we, do you think, 1illy 2”7

“ Course we could.  I'll get father to let
me have the boat and we'll go out fishing
mackerel and then stay out till late, and
perhaps we'll see it. | heard Lot say he
seen it last night, soit's almost. sure 1o be
there to-night.”

* Oh, how splendid,” cried Tom, dancing
up and down in the sand, ** when will we
start, Billy 2%

*Don’t make such a row, we'll go out
this afternoon with the other boats and then
when they come in we'll go out farther.”

* What will we bave 1o bring ?” asked
Humphrey.

“ Bring your warm: coats and as much
grub as you can get, its awful cold out
there at mght.”

“\Vere you ever out #ll night, Billy 2?

“Yes, often, with father, vet cod fishing.”

“There's the dinner bell,” cried Tom,,
“what did you bring down for our dinner,
“ Billy 2 n

“ Corn and raspberries,” answered Billy, }
picking up his cmpty basket and flying
across the sand, “ I'll be down abont five,
I'll have to help with the hay after dinner.”

Tom and Humphrey were summer
boarders.  Billy was a farmer’s son whose
superior knowledge by land and sca was
the envy: of their souls. .

“Do you supposc we'll really sce it,
Humphrey 27

* Of course we will, but don't you say
anything about it or they won't let us go.”

Billy was sitting on the side of the boat
handhng the fishing lines with a skill that
made Tow’s heart ache when the boys
plodded through the deep sand.

“Don’t be all day now” Billy cried
lustily, *we won't get a bite of mackercl
before sundown if you don’t hurry up.”

“My coat is awful heavy,” said Tom,
throwing it down in the bom, “und i
brought a lot of cookies.”

“Didn’t you know cnough to wear your
old clothes goiny out fishing 27 said Billy,
iooking at them scomfully.

Tom glanced crestfallen at his bluc sailor
suit. *1 haven't any older clothes down
here,” he said.

“Oh, well, come on and help shove the
boat out.”

(7o be cancluded next month.)
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CASH TFOR STAMES.

WILL PAY HIGHEST PRICES FOR

OLD STAMPS

-— QY -

N.S.,N.B., Nfld,, &c.

Nova sScotia, I brown ooiiiiiiiiiiiiee 8150
. G, gereen . veeiiiaee voiesea. 150
New Brunsuick, 3d.red....... ceesreesesiarenese GS
. G yellow ,.ooiiiiiiies seee 200

. Ish. mauve ... ool ... 2000

PACKETS FOR SALE.

25 varieties, nonctorn...... .
50 . .

50 o o better..o.........
100 . . good arsortment....
H. L HART,
Box 23! HALIFAX, N, S,

STAMP COLLECTORS:

You should send »nur name on a postal
and receive my liiustrated Price List of
over 300 sets and packets; it contains
many bargains,~here arc a few :

United States Revenues, 25 var. ....12¢
" " 30 n ....50C
Costa Rica Revenues, used for postage,
Jvarn, only .. oo e 40
Br. Honduras, 1891, 5¢. and 135¢., pro-
visional, 2 varn....... el 5
15 different Central America .. .....30¢

35 n  South America ...........50C
30 »  Woest India Islands ...... . 30c
25 w  Australia ...l 300

Xe. &e. Xe.

APPROVAL SHEETS, at 20 to 50
per cent. commission, sent on receipt of
good reference.

WANTED—AIl kinds of British North
American Postage Stamps, for casi. 1
am willing to pay 10 per cent. wore than
any other dealer.

E=Z" Send for saiple copy of the “PosT
OFFICE"—the leading Philatelic monthly.

HENRY GREMMEL,

So Na ssau S1REERT, NEW YORK.



