134

THE CATHODLIC

€roce the U.S, Catbolic MisceBany.

OF CALVIN.

|the prisoner—prepared the proofs from|for the swminaries and masters of his
THE LIFE AND CHARACTER hs writings—argued agamst lis opinout | youth, a large sharo of the praise which,
. ] and explanations«~and exprassed the hope, | us a liaguist, he is entitled. And we are

The I’rc:.bytcrmn of tho 26th nll.con-“Imt th,: sentencs wouldl bo capital, gu;!prcparegd ‘o" show, that the eharga of
l:ainu a reprint ('lhc roferences and a:\fhm' wishod tho kind of death, genus mortis, 10| ¢ monkish ignorance” which Protestants
ries be'"g ommcd) of ‘h.e Rev. . I'ho ‘be changcd. Fheso admissions ere all continue to bring agninsl tha o1a of which
mas Smyth’s ¢ Discourse in V'“d'c“""“.conlaiued in Waterman’s Lifo of Calvin. | we aso writing, has a fur more limited dpe
of Calvin,” Our townsman lms. evmccfl Ho caused the arrest, and procured the | plication than thoy are willing to ndmit.—
his usual industry in the proparation of his, condemnation — thetr inovitable conses "I‘he uge that produced Aleandro, Aseoltis

>3 STy
for Dens, whdd we read his caution
to mistake it for an apology. ‘B juu
and fear mot? ) '\

We may apply to Dens what Dy; Py
sey, in his proface to the Conlessionsof
St. Augustine, has observid conceraing:
them: *Thore is then no gralitogs
mention of sin, nor will any one hew
learn any thing of sin: and whils

Eway : and although the subject is PFet quences must alvays bo charged to hisacs Emser, crasmus, Sadolet, and a host- of fmodern doscriptions of ponitence, vailed

ty well wotn, ho has presented an interes ) count,  Mr., Smyth's dispositon to exte. other literuti, cannot propetly be siyled
ting epitome of that reformer’s buogv.aph.\' nuate Calvin's criminahty is furthar appoas ignorant or barbarous. Calvin wrote in
Of course there is a sufficient qaantity of, rent tn the statement, that Calvin had gwve Latin, il youso plouse, * as well us possi-
the soasoning of anti-popery d“l“""“""";:un Sesvetus *sprevious notice that if ho Vle in a dead largusge,’ but he did not
and we are noither surpriscd nor P“‘"‘"‘,came tothe iy hie should be under the excely conceding that he oqualled those
atit. Could aPresbyterian Parson ad- yocessuy of prosecuting im.”  Mr. Smyth whom we huvo specified, in the higher
dress the alumni of a Presbyterian Semi- (knows the impurtance of a word—prose: characieristics of stylo and composition. ®

nary upon such a theme, without ranting. cute, forosootn! Calvin had avowed fus

about “the long reign of ignorance and
superstition—the extreme coriuption of; neva, not to let him escape alive. We stealing over us.

predetermination, it Servetus camao to Ge-

As we approach to the close of our re«
marks, we ieel n sentiment of sadness
We have spent some

the Romish clergy—the gibbet, the stake: o414 ba pleased 1o hear Mr. Smyth's Momentsin recollecting the character an

the cell, and various wodes of torture—
and Te deums resounding through clois-

teted walls in commermoration of the death
of infamous heretics” &c.—he could not

—and we freely admit that Mr. Srayth

fas conformed to the necessity of his po-
sition, as mildly as we could have expec-
ted, and with far moro regard to decency
tian a certain Professor would have mani-
fosted in the like circumstances. As we
sa1d, the subject is nearly exhausted, and
itis not to be supposed that Smyth’s re-
putation will be muck increased by hand-
ling it. He seemsto have pursucd the
Leaten track, without hoping to start any

new points of discussion 3 aud this forms

ke first charge that we make sgainst his
petformance—~he has followed too closely,
and made too much use of Waterman.

Ho might have done better. A few parts
of Calvin’s life require to be more satis

fuctorily cleared of doubts; for example,
whether hn was ever admitted to the sa-
cecdotal office, and by whom—and whe-

ther it was by his informing that Servetus
was detscted, in Vienna, as the author of

tie Christianismi Restitutio,and therefore

imprisoned. The &rst of those queries

is ons of much moment to his followers:

aod wo are surprised that a professed apos
logist should have refrained from discus-

sing il, at a t.me when Episcopalians are
callenging proofs of Calvin’s ordination

and ho (the apulogist) published a work in

defence of Prashyterianism. The second
inquity alse concerns Calvin’s reputation
vory neaidy
doring his
sather feeb?
cot make Ut
sespacting i
distiocily &o 1.
dimiaish 1o
{he respous
tion of Sets-: .o

s = think.

that this ire-
Calvin’s *»
sammated |

declarations
wWas ify i, ¢ LAY

friend or ser
—i‘(u e 9.

The aliegation was made
- 1w, and denied by him,
And whilst wedo

- asge, we avow our doubts
1 ¥ gur wish to see it more
Mr. Smyth desires to

- smallest possible degree,
+ v of Calvin for the execu-
On this topic he bhas
1ot eghibite? 14 much fairness as e were
prepared to . ~ “rom bim. He insinuates
+n is falsoly imputed by

'+ sgeacy, although con-

« + 1} authorities of the
Republic.” ° ~ =- have Calvio’s owa
.. = cacsed Servetus (who
..ough Genevaj to be
arresied—rea. o accuser {who was hisj_
. 2y proceeded at his request
the formulary against'1, p. 280.

distinction buiveen proseexte and execule,
Hallan’s view of this event 13 probabl,

for a long time to come. He sfficms,
that ¢-Servetus, in fuct, wasburned, not so
much for his heresies as fur some personal.

vin? Thelatter wrote to Bolsec in 1543,
Servetus cupit huc venire, sed a me acs
cersitus. Ego an tem nunquain eommit-
tant, ut fidem meam eatenns obstrictam
habeat. Jam enim gonstitutum habeo, si
veniat, nunquam pati ut salvus exeat.—Ais
lorwoerden, p. 43.

A similiar letter to Farel differs in some
phrases, and especially by the word wivus
for salous, The fatier was published by
Wittenbogart, ia =n ecclesiastical hiss
tory written in Dutch. Servetus had, in

carger of a man who is revercd as the
Father of several numerous divisions of

as impartial as any that will be pub'ished Protestants.  Ha is regarded os an Apos-

in languagn, are caleulated to prodessag:
unhealihy excitemont, and may rathey
prepare people to imitste the slo, with.
the hope that thoy may aftarwards imp
tate tho repentence, St. Augustine, jo wa
veiled langunge, creates the loathing
which himself loft at the sin. Modesns
have an outward purity of langusges
the aacient church, with tho Bible, o fear.
less plainness of specch, which belongs.
to inward purily. This has been bhire
and thero modified ia ths traoslation, in
consequence of our present conditiong
yet it must be, with the protest, thas.the

d

offence, he had several years given to Cal~l

to; and his opinion has been roceived as
true, if not authoritalive interprotations
of the revelations of God. Yet he was
uncommissivned to preach a new gospel—
neither the old. He set his single judg-~
ment in opposition to the voice of God's
appointed ministers—he preferred, & per-
suadad many to prefer, his speculations to
the facts of Chiristianity,—and risked his
own salvation, and caused others to trust
theirs, upon the chance, that he could be
right and the church of Christ's institutioh
wrong. And strznge to say, somo of
those who presumptuously act upon this

purity of modera times is not the parity
of the Gospel; itis the purity of those
who kpow and have delighted in.ovil s
well ag good ; itis often the hypoeritical
purity, which would willingly dwell wpdn
things which ought not to bo named,. e
that it does but not name tham ; it is.vell
od impurity ; and what is in itself puse
and spenks purely of things impare, &
associates with its own impurity and calle
impure because it thinks impurely. And
so the very Biblo has been ts them, wba
they call improper, i.e. unbefitting -them,

some printed letters, charged Calvin
with many ervors, which stems to have
exasperated the great retormer’s temper,

ward executed. The death of Servcmsl
has perhaps as many circumstances of ag-
gravation s an; exusution for heresy that
wver took place. QOuae of these, and among
the most striking, is that he was ot the
subject of Geneva, nor domiciled in the
caity, nor had the Caristianismi Restitutio
been published there, hut a Vienne.  Ac.
cording to our laws, and those, I believe,
of civilized nations, he was not amenable
to the tribunals of the republic."® Nr,
Smyth would, finally, persvade his tesd~
ers, that ¢ the Romish Church, in short,
as has been truly said, is answerable for
the execution of Servetus.! As how 1—
Why Calvinand the othez reformers, who
advocated and practised persecution,‘drew
the milk of intollerence from her breasts.”
This reasuning, which as an excuse for
their conduct, does not ceserve consider-
ation, suggests a remark relative to Cal
vin's literary merits. Mr. Smyth jusily
extols his labot r and his skill as a writer.
Yet he would at thecsame time keep up
the belief that cducativn was then at a
low obb. tke study of ianguages neglected,

principle, noverstheless declare, as Mr,
Smyth does, that in somo particulars
¢Calvin certainly erred, and is not by any
lto be believed or followed.” He who|and conscience is defiled.
| makes this admission, has no assurance
<o a3 to make him resolve on what he af- l that 1he reformer did not es certainly and
futally err in other of kis opiaions, besides
those that he has specified; nur has he
lany assurance that his own suppositions
about the meaning oi the Divine Word,
are nearer the truth, than those of the
great prophet of the Mormons. **Calvin
certainly erred”’—and the church is the
pillar and ground of truth! Yet Mr.
Smyth chooses to be a Calvanist rather

than u Catholic!

e

verifying horein the awful Apoatolic sey.
ing, ¢ unto tho pwre all things are pure,
but uato them thatare defledand unbelievs
ingis nothing pure : but even their mind
Thus mwch
must;bo said, beeauss it is easy to foresce
that an age of spurious. delicacy, i.e, .of
real indelicacy, will ~aise charges of jon
delicacy against passages in the Fathers,
{as it does, though in a lower murmaring
tone against the Bible) when the favltie
in itself."— Cath. Herald,

L — sames ]

Symbolism : By Jokn Adam Mochler, D.
D. New York : Published by Edward
Dunigas.

The enterprise of Mr.Dunigan in pablisbe

ing this most valuable work desorves to be

Peter Dens.—The public press gene-
rally condemas the notorious Sparry, for
having circulated excerpts from Dens
made into Eoglish, and illustrated with
obscene notes. We have not seen tks
foul production, but we never met in Dens
anything that need offend any porsen fit
to read Leviticus, Ezekiel, and St. Paul
Whatevor may by thought of his princi-
ples on ropressing heresy, he is an ex-
cellent moralist, sand’ the secious study
of his work would tend greatly to the im.
provement of Sparry, Berg, and their
compeers. Our riond, the CAurchman,
would doubtless withdraw his conditional

austzinad by the Caciotic commuonity; and
is likely to be encouraged by alarge por
tion of Episcepalians. The high charac~
ter of the work is well koowa to aur.res-
ders, ltisjudged 10 be the most profvuad
and corplete view of controversy that hes
been taken siuce the days of Boesme:,
‘The Oxford Divines have freely nsed and
guated Mochler. Mr. Dunigan hae.col
pressed the two volumes of the Eaglish
edition into cos largs oetavo, cuntaicing
near 600 pages. The work is procedsd
by a memoir of the lamented amihop,
whoso premature death gives a melunchos

and the Iatin of that duy *a jargon beass
ing all the blenushes of eleven centuries
of corruption and bad taste.’ Calvia wrote
purely.20d clearly in Latin ; sad we claim

*aLiseraturo of -Europe, N. Y. Editioz, wl.

vote for its suppression.
prred to compliment hum on his apology

& . Who would compare,as & literary work,
this magnificont composition [the Bull of
1620 againat-Luther] with any thiog that evey
eamo from the Reformers ™ Audio, Lifa of

Luther, c. 15

We diad pre-

ly interest tothis immortal productioa of
his poen. Iutellectual readers of avery
seligious bue will peruse the work .wih
pleasure and advantage.—Zb.

The Garden of Roses, end Velley of ZiKes, '
Thie beayliful woak of. the devaut A
Kempis will sorvo to lead souls ia.hw




