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thie poor people, and to drive thein froni their liard-wvon homes.
Fortuiuately this gentleman was too hurnane and sensible to
carry out sucli atrociomîs orders %vithout, at least, protest and
delay. Sorne 'harm, imdeed, was doue; a fewv bouses and drying
stages were destroyed and( sonie fishing property was seized.
But one Mr. Dowvning, iii a strong representation of the injustice
and absurdity of the persecution, induced the gyracions and
affable King( Charles to order its discontinuance. But immigyrationi
wvas stili forbidden.

In 1690 wvas passed ari Act known in the colony as the
"Statuite of Williami 11I.," whiclh provided for the maintenance

and regulation of the fisheries, much after the manner of the
commission issued by C harles I., sîxty years before. The tenior
of the Act very plainly indicated that the welfare of the coloimy
was not for a moment to be considered. It provided only for
the conservation of the fisheries, as a profitable source of wealth
to the west of England merchants, and a useful school for the
training of seamen for the British navy. One-fifth of the sailors
gloing to the Banks were to be Ilgreen men,"> who had neyer been
at sea before; ail sailors wvere to return to, England in. the autuniu;
the fisluing admirais were confirmed in authority; and the Newv-
foundlanders were forbidden to, take up any beachi or place for
flshi.-gc uintil the English vessels should have chosen, and ordercd,
besides> to give Up, if desired, possession IIof any stage, cook-
room, beach, &c., for taking bait and fishing, or for the drying,
curing, or hiusbanding of fish," not buit by thcmselves since
1685. T-V these, wrongs, infiicted by Goveriument, the merchants,
unhindered, added the cap-sheaf, by prevemmting any small shop)-
keeper froin furnishing goods to the people,-themselves selliing
goods, things necessary to baie existence, at most exoibitanit
rates, and buying tisli and oil at their own valuation. But stili,
with linipet-like tenacity, the Newfoundland colonists clung to
their rocky honnes, and, at last, by sheer persistent endurance,
they gained a right to colonial existence. Surely the erablemn of
the Newfoundlanders should be a limpet clinging to its rock, and
their motto, "cbHld fast." In spite of tyramnous repression and
oppression, the colonists had greatly increased in wealth and
numbers, and their commercial importance had at length becomne
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