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capitalist ;'these and other causes have brouglit upon us ý state
of things nover before known. No wortai man can forecast the
issue, unless indeed it be by the proplietic eye of faith. These
diabolical dynamite explosions are but a kind of symbolý qf vast
vplcanie forces whicli lie sluxnbering ail abroad among the nations,
and wvhich some of the scientific speculations of the day are well
adapted to arouse frorn their sluxnber. Agnosticism, Secularism,
Conimunisni, Materialism, Pessimism, Atheism; every one of
these words is a sound of ili omen, and every one bas able
theoretical expounders and eager fanatical. disciples. He who.
lies in the hinder part of the ship, asleep upon a pillow, ivili
doubtless control the 8tona. and "lstill the tumult of the people ;"
but the duty of the Ohureh is none the less iniperative to conse.-
crate aIl hier resources, to employ ber best iristrumentalities, that
she may keep herseif always in the van of human progr.ess, and
stili remain the liglit and hope of the world.

It is lier higli and solemu vocation to rule the worlds thouglit,
to, bind it in captivity to Christ, to harmonize ail trath and al
powers 'witli the truths and powers of the Gospel. To do this
she must keep hier own thouglit moving, lier own intellect ini
vigorous action. She cýnnot forever lie chewing the«cud of bier
old acquisitions; she must waïk out into fresh fields and pastures
new. To use the words of the ]Rev. William Arthur, she must flot
imagine that lier Ioms and definitions have '< corne down to lier
'witli the stamp of eternity upon theni." She canfiot stand stil
in the world of ideas. Nothing iii God's universe does stand
still, not even the greà.t universe itsif. 'Time, like a great
policeman> i.s always goîng about the streets telling us to, move
on. The Churcli must move on. She lias to be at once conser-
vative and progressive, reimoulding and rejuvenating society;
remoulding and rejuevenating hers'elf, putting under perpetual
revision lier imperfect formularies and expositions of religions
trnth. She is aiways putting the new wine of Christian thouglit
into the new bottles of better.ecclesiastical. tand. theological sys-
teins. This she does to preserve the wine; and sometimes one
is ready te wish that she could put the new 'wine into some of
the old ecclesiastical. botties, flot to, preserve the -wine, but te, burst
the botties.

There are parts of lier great wcrk whicli the Churcli cannot do -

by religions earnestness alone, but by earnestness combined with


