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ELECTIONS TO THE COUNCIL OF I’UBLIC INSTRULTION

~Under the new School Act the -teachers
. of Ontatio have the responsibility imposed’
. “upon them of chosing a representative to
- the Council of Public Instruction. This
. -concession to their wishes, though made
. with rather an ungenerous and unnecessary
_ restriction, is one which will mark.a new
. era in the history of our educational insti-
- tutions. The tendency of the present age
" is.towards selfgovernment. The old ideas
of :centralization:are heing exploded;: and
. legislators: aré :now: beginping to take -the.
' people-into theif confidence) and-to bestow
- upon them privileges which were- once’ con-
" sideréd to be the inherent right of only the
" favored few.

" :But-while teachers .are-thus.to be privi-
. leged under-thenew order of things, it miist,
. notihé- forgotten that -every ddditional:
;. -privilege brings with: it -additional responsi-

: bility:: The newrCountilof Public Instric- |

|, ‘tiansshould, when changed at all; be better.
- thamthe:old, -otherwise, the expense and.
‘trouble of the change will be all thrown

away. To make it better the va'.rious elec
tive bodies, viz -—Teachers, Inspectors and
‘High School Masters, must  discriminate
wisely between the various candidates who
may solicit their suffrages.” There should
be no hasty conclusjon come to. Men of
the highest -talent and attainments should
be sought aftcr, and none but those wel

.qualified both.in character and well known

practical ablhty, should receive their confi-
dence;

To pamculzmze. A candidate for a seat
at.the highest educational tribunal of the
country should ppssess moral worth. On.
this-topic there must.: be no comment. We
are, wertrust, arriving at that.period: in -the
history-of our -country, when" every. candi-
date for'office, whether -political - or” other-
wise, ‘must possess:this.“badge of Honor.”™

2nd. Practical knowledge. We do not
want mere theorizers at the Cotncil Board.

 This is aipractical - age.—Everything we
-know must, if possible, be turned to- some -

practical account. In the great work of



