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Ica Theuigli Wales foîrma no unimpertant section of out Empire, and fturiiishcs a
Ta tîtie te our future Ring, ive actually kuow les of it than of muy foreign lands.
l'u Long did its iron-bound coast and frowning rocky ftistnes8cs statnd as a barrier
'9k- agalinallt the inroads of miodemn civilization. The "écljdrenl of the Cyîury"' wevrei

in isolated, as the hardy mounitaineers of the Caucasus, or of Kurdistan. Cradled,
ce. amdd storins, brenthing the bracing breezes thbat blew keca frein the towvering
3n- peaks of Snowdon, and dth e trernendotîs steel) of Peîimanmawr, tlocy lived on as
'OU tlioir fiathers had done; inheriting ail the traditions of the eiders, rnaintai:uing
Ii in spite of ail political changes, a rude independance, and retaining, in spito of

flue fliglht of tiuie and the fluctuations of fashion, ail theoir primitive siinplicity.
ble Only lately lias thiis Illand of the nieuntain and the flood," begun te resoulnd
flo with the shrili snorting of the Iron Horse; and now its varied beauties are
gec being disclosed, its vast resources are being developed, anad its primitive

-ira opiûare being brouglit abreast of the age. Religieusly, the change is niarked.
Fe Uttle ever a century age, Superstition broeded over Wales, dense as the wetting
eo- mist wvhich wrapt lier rugged. li gopeq. "lThe people sat in darkuess."1 Huts,
th- resemiblng the bothie of 1the Hlighlander, or the cabin of the Irishiman, dotted

, tshuiir sxniling vallcys or peered eut from their dizzy heighits, through whose
Ile inuury glooin piereed net a ray of the Sun of iRigliteousuca,-s. These
-le humble cottages ciustered generaliy round Churches scarcely less huwble,
ity devoted to some native saint, and claiming an antiquity ef many centuries.
'et- These churdlies wituessed the enacting of a dumb show, mis-named worship.
em Tiiese buts witnessed the frequent gathering of neighbouring cottagers to
its openi wp the treasures of legeiidary lore, and tlie mysteries of "second siglit."

of Gren swvards formed the scenes of fsacred, piays,-parodies ou Seripture llistory
.nad gene tliroui in a semi-theatrical style. ly WelIs (as in Ireland) abounded,
ch, te which. a liealing virtue wvus attachied, and pilgrimages were made The
Bat praises of -thre Virgin Mary were chaunted. The Ilpassîng bell," whielx rung
bi$ eut the seul from time jute Eternity, was the signal fer the Welsh Feasant to,

;a pray that the sciui thea shelteriess might be kept from the Ilhonnds of
>lie dnrkness," te whomn it was supposed the space between eartli and heavcu was
LUs allotted as a Ilhunting greund." Where the «Welsh Peasantry had aaiy wel
ve, deýfined religion at all, its main formularies consisted in the Creed, the Cern-
Ad mandments, and the Old Frayer; the fellewing version of 'wbich is borroNved
lm froka (Goronva Jainian
lst 14Mother, O xnother, tell mne art thon weeping?

"P The Infant Savieur asked, on Mary'a breat:
ort Child ef th' Eternal, nay, I amn but sleeping,
stie Thougi -vexed by many a thought ef dark unrest.
are Say, at what vision is thy courage failing?

M I see a crown cf thorus and bitter pain;
Andthe, deadebid, ponthecross of wailing:

ilnevnahst n uemnin'-dsan1
k- Wales very partially sharcd in the blcssings of the Greath~efermation. The

cd days of the Conmnonwealth dawued more propitiensly. Then a hundrdad
iat fifty fiithful men were planted within her borders. Their deveted labours

relieved the deepening darkness. Around the names of Powell and Gouge
hallowcd associations gather. Thomnas Gouge especialiy, who lias been speken 1,f
&s the Charles Simeon of bis day, is referred te, ini the current Welsh Literature
as Ilthe benefactor of the nation of the Cymry."

But this brief season of liglit was like a premature briglit day in an English
spring, Ilafter wvhich the gloom of winter returns, and the buds and blesseras
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