THAE CANADIAN ORAFTSIIAN.

zeal end usefulnoss o3 o mason. . In
viow of this faof, how important is it
that o Master of o lodzo should not
only be o man of unblomisired char-
coter, but of irmpressive manuner and
speech. Whendelivered with deliber-
otion of manner, and in distinet and
Tecling tones, the beeutiful symbolism
ond morsl teachings of Freemeasonry,
fall apon the mind snd hoart of &
candidate with tenfold power. In-
deed, there is no resisting their force.
Thongh they fall as gently a3 tke
dow, they penetrate as thoroughly as
that silent mesconger of heaven.—
Dlessenger and Limes.

b od

CLAIMS, APPELLATIONS, AND
. RITES.

The questions which have been
Taised by some unwonted claims and
developments of new appellations, and
eleborate rites, are neither few nor
easy to solve. It is most important,
<x7hile on the one hand we carefully
Par the door against the childish
masquerades or absurd pretentions,
we should never forget, upon the
other, the important and enduring
claims . of fairness, toleration and
Justice. The course adopted, or pro-
posed to be adopted, in one or two
American bodies, to interfere with
smch movements by ex post fucto de-
orees of Craft Grand Lodge, seems to
be open to the gravest objections. A
Craft Grand Lodge has no duties ex-
cept quoad the Craft. It cannot
xightly take any cognizance of any
grade which oversteps the limits of
Craft Masonry, Within its own do-
zinion it is supreme, and none can
question its jurisdiction, or dispute its
dicta. But the moment it seeks to
Zegislate for other bodies, to lay down
the law as regards separate organiza-
ions, it finds itself incessantly headed
by difficulties, alike serious and over-
wwhelming. It can, indeed, lay down
a law that in its own assemblies none
of its members shall wear insignia, or
eloim afiiliation with any other exis-
#ing grade whatever, and can ignore

any and every other rite not of Craft.
Maxsonry; but this is all it can fairly
do; this is all it ought legitimately to.
attempt to effect. The wisdom of the
Grand Lodge of England, and
the position of the Grand Lodge-
of England, permeated as both
have been by the long and faith-
ful rule of Lord Zetland, have for-
years wisely eschewed all nesdless
interference, and kept tho sraft out of
unreasonable discussions, as regards
the peculiarities and proceeding of
other rites. Free itself, it accords
perfect freedom to others to belong to
the High Grade movement, S0 long as.
nothing is done which at all interferes.
with, or infringes upon, the undoubted.
righ.s and claims of its own unchal-
:lenged and unchallengeable jurisdie-
tion. Heénce,inEngland,nosuch burn-
ing questions can arise, no such need-
Jess heatsneed be excited. The Grand.
Lodge of England knows nothing
officially of any higher grade than the
Royal Arch, and even that is a sepa-
rate government, and pretends, in no
way whatever, tc discuss or decide
upon cla:ms orrival coteries. It free-
1y concedes that brethren who, unsat-
isfied with the simpler rites of Craft.
Masonry, aspire to higher and more
ornamental gradations in Masonie or
quasi-Masonic bodies, may fairly do so-
without question and without blame.
It seeks to ostracize none, anathemas
tize none, to excommunicate none.
It leaves to angry combatant. -.ad
vindictive conclaves, in petty imitation
of Roman Catholic persecution of its
brethren, the childish satisfaction of"
folmatory decrees and anathemats,.
which very few read, hardly any care
for, and none are in the shightest de-
gree the worse for in any shape. We
all may well be proud that we stand
to-day a firm phalanx under the en-
nobling banner of the English Grand
Lodge, protesting against intolerance
and injustice in every shaps, and pro-
claiming in unerring tones and unfal-
ing message of love, charity, tolera~ '
tion, and good-will.—The Freemason,,
London.




