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A.-The authorities give very littie
liglit on the subject of honorary mema-
bership, and rie are left to Le guided
Iby such analogies as may be found to
apply to the circurnatanees of each'
case, and by what we suppose to have
been the intention of the By.law iii
question.

In the absence of a direct provision
specifying the privileges and rights to
be enjoyed by hionorary members in
this Lodge, it is reasonable to suppose
that the privileges assigned to an
honorary member would at least be
equal to those enjoyed by an ordinary
member. 11e woufl be entitled to sit
in the Lodge, to debate and to vote.
Hie would also be, in general, entitled
to hold office, and this By-law plainly
iraplies that an bonorary member
znay be elected to office, but that
privilege ia ceupled with a condition,
"1that shonl(d he take office, lie shall
Le placed on the list of snbscribing
merebers."

From the reading of the whole of
luis 13y-law, it appears that honorary
membership is to be conferred as a
mark of respect, or in consideration.
of the brother's services or zeal in the
cause of Masonry. The election of
an honorary member to office is an
additional mark of respect, and it
should not Le regarded in the light of
a punishrraent, by which lie is to Le
deprived of an honor before conferredl
on bim. The clau3e in question may
Le read to mean that while an honor-
ary member is in office, and only
during that period, he is to pay dues,
and it xnay be regarded as a tempo-
rary suspension of bis privilege of
exemption from dues as an honorary
inenber.

According to this By-law, one of
the obligations att ached to the ac-
ceptance of office is the payment of
dlues, but there is notbing to indicate
that the acceptance of office is to de-
prive the officer entirely of bis status
as an honorary meniber.

Having once been elected s an
honorary member by a vote of the
Lodge, we think that that honorary

membership can only Le Iost by Som&.
action ttqkOn for the express purpose-
of bringing it to a terimination. A
brother may resign bis honorary
membership, and if the Lodge accepts
bis resignation, that ends it; or the
Lodge may, by a prosecution for un-
Masonic conduct, put au end to al
the Lrother*s riglits and privileges,
including the honorary membership.

If the members of the Lodge wish
to depr;ve a brother of bis linorary
rnembersbip, they would surely neyer
think of doing it by electing him. to
office. They would probably, iu the
first place, pass a resolution asking
hixn to resign. .'t does not seem
reasonable to suppose that a brot'her
could be deprivedl of au honor whioh
he bas, by conferring on himi an ad-
ditional honor.

On the wbole, we are of opinion
that according to the pioper construc-
tion of this By-law, if an honorary
inember is elected to offioe, and ac-
cepts the office, at the end of his term
of office lie resumes lis former posi-
tion as ai "m-ûnorary member without
a vote of the Lodge.

THmE ssex, (iMass.,) Mcrcitry states
"that the Bey. Mr. Chainey, pastor

of the First Unitarian ()hurcb, of
Evansville, knd., having become a
Rationalist, and startled bis congre-
gation by publicly denying the exist-
ence of God, and asserting that
prayer was a hideous nockery, in
conseqiien ce chargos were preferred
against bun in Lis M1asonic Lodge,
and lie was expelled for un-Masonie
conduot." This is as it should, be;
for as no Atheist can Le made a
Mason, so if any inember of the Fra-
ternity subsequently lapse from the
Masonic creed, wbich, especially de-
clares a belief in the existence of the
Supreme .Being, be should at once
be excoxnmunicated froni the Sooiety.


