THE SUPREME GRAND COUNCIL.

181

committes, from which we quote the
following—for arrogance and effron.
tery it could scarcely be equalled.

*Our Committee * * * in ye-
ference to the introduction of the
Rites of Memphis, Misraim, and the
Ancient and Primitive Rite, within
the jurisdiction of this Sapreme Coun-
cil, beg respectfully to report :—

“That they consider the establish-
ment of these so-called systems of
Masonry as a direot insult to the
A. & A. 8. Rite.

“That this act committed or at-
tempted to be committed by members
of our obedience is a palpable violation
of their fealty of allegiance to this
Supreme Grand Council, as their
systems pretend to confor meny of
the degrees of this Rite, and conse-
quently are rival in their nature.

“That the taking of the degrees of
these systems, which are said to be
identical with some of the degrees of
this Rite, is a direct violation of par-
ticular obligations solemnly entered
into by members of the A. & A. Rite,
and consequently deserves the most
severs censure ; and & persistent af-
tachment to these other Rites, and
more particularly an earnest endeavor
to propagate and spread them by
members of our obedience * * ¥
deserves at the hands of this Couneil
the most decided action and the
penalty for such cases provided.”

The resolutions get stronger and
stronger against Maitland and its
Masgonic calendar, and abuse is
heaped upon the head of a gentleman
there, III. Bro. Geo. C. Longley, 88°,
a8 superior to the Chairman of
this Committes as light to darkness.
But what ignorance this Supreme
Council displayed in adopting such
bombastic, hifalutin resolutions. Be-
cause I belong to the A. & A, S. Rite,
am I to be dictated to, as if I were in
leading strings, by a parcel of men
who, because they can write 88° after
their names, think they are the auto-
erats of Masonry ? Every intelligent
Mason has the right to take what-
gver degrees he can legitimately ob-

tain and no Rite has the power or au-
thority to sayhim “Najy"'—fhe Iament-
ed Bro. Geo. Frank Gouley taught the
A. &. A. Rite that, and the late Bro.
Corson, of New Jersey, has told the
same body so more than once.

If the A. & A. Rite i fo dictate
terms to the Sovercign Sanotusry of
Canada, it will soon deem it essential
to enact laws for the government of
the Grand Yiodges in this Dominion;
and that, by-the-by, leads me fo
speak of another rather fishy trans-
aotion of this same so-called, but
really illegitimate, Supreme Grand
Council of Canada.

On page 17, we find the Committee
of Foreign Correspondence reporf
that in Mexico, the Supreme Grand
Council of that country “has expelled
some members of its obedience who
are connected with the new move-
ment,” namely the establishment of
¢« independent symbolic Lodges,” and
the separation of symbolic Masonry
from A. & A. Ritism. The Commit-
tes uaildly, and in a milk-and-water
way, eventually sgys, “We do nof
read with any satisfaction notices of
the excommunication of Masons, be-
cauge they have sought to establish a
‘Magsonry of three degrees,’ the crime
for which some Masons appear to
have been expelled in Mexico.” Now
this is generous, and nobls, and libe-
ral of the Supreme Grand Council of
Canada! Think of it; they “don’t”
read with pleasure the expulsion of
Masons because they desire to have
independent symbolic Liodges! ! Roally
they are liberal, and the Grand Liodges
of Canada, Quebec, New Brunswick,
Nova Scotia, British Columbia, and
Manitoba, must tender the Inspectors
General of the Holy Empire their
thanks for this magnanimous act of
condescension. Yet with all this ex-
pulsion of Blue Lodge Masons, who
desire to maintain their rights, we
find at end of report, on page 28,
that the following resolution was
adopted : Read, mark, learn, and
inwardly digest the Ziberalism of the
Supreme Grand Council of Canada!!!



