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standardize two sizes of barrels so
nearly alike, would be a great mistake.
No doubt there will be further considera-
tion of this subject which will enable the
fruit growers to arrive at some standard
for one sice alone. At present there
seems no better compromise than to de-
finc 1 minimum size only, though the
dimensions used do not quite harmonize.

The ten by eleven by twenty inch box
is giving exce'lent satisfaction. British
Co'umbin fruit growers who use the box
exclusively, find no difficulty in packing
any size of apple. Beginners, perhaps,
would find two or three sizes convenient,
but the objections to having several sizes
in a packinghouse are too strong to be
cusily overcome.

The berry box in two sizes—a four-
fifth quart and a two-fifth quart—have
proved satisfactory. The four-fifth size
is large cnough for the best results with
strawberries, and the two-fifth box is
extremely convenient for the softer rasp-
berries.

In baskets, the four sizes prescribed
by the Inspection and Sale Act, fill the
bill perhaps as well as any size that
could be preseribed.  Suggestions have
been made that a round bushel basket
should be prescribed, inasmuch as a
bushel basket is an extremely convenient
package for local! markets and even for
markets more or less distant.  But the
wint of urifarmity in the capacity of the
reputed bhushel basket makes it difficult
10 quote prices.

It may be fairly said, therefore, that
Canada has, up to date, done well to
standardize packages, and we are saved
from the chaos that prevails in the Eng-
lish local markets and the markets of the
United States. The want of uniformity
in packages used by English fruit grow-
ers has done, perhaps, as much as any-
thing to curtail and limit the extension
of the local fruit industry, especially
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with reference to the use of fresh fruit.

It can be said, too, that very great difli-

culties are experienced in the large mar-

kets of the United States cwing to the

want of uniformity in fruit packages

from different parts of the Union.
IMPORTANT NEEDS

There are, however, certain needs de-
veloped by a long distance market that
require consideration.  For instance, o
standard pear box is very much needed;
the apple box is somewhat too large, and
the half size might with advantage be
prescribed.  The half box, again, is con-
sidered by some unnccessarily small, and
it has been suggested that the ordinary
apple box be used with the depth cut
down to eight inches, and it is a ques-
tion whether the five by eleven by twenty
inches, the cight by eleven by twenty
inches or some other size should be the
standard for pears. One thing is cer-
tain, the size of the apple and the pear
box must agrec in two dimensions at
least so as to facilitate packing both
apples and pears in cars.

Another objection to the five by eleven
by twenty inch box is that the length 1s
too great for the depth for good looks or
for sticogth. Some weight, of course,
must be attached to this objection, but
it would take expericnce to prove that
the objection is serious.

PEACH PAOKAGES

Up to date the basket has bewn the
lavurite pachage for peaches and serves
the purpose fairly well, so long as we
confine it to local markets. But there
are grave objections to the basket when
we come to ship to long distance mar-
kets. So long as the basket is handled
quickly and without piling in large lots,
the fruit is well protected ; but it will not
bear shipping in full carload fots t¢ ad-
vantage., The sides are weak and are
not braced to resist a side strain, and
the motion of the cars as well as the
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pressure of the upper layers of the iy,
damage the fruit below. For these ry,
sons the stiff package, corresponding 1.
a shallow box with or without a mide,
division, appears to meet the need,
Here again it would be convenient gy
were possible to get this box to contyn
in two dimensions at least to the appe
and pear box to facilitate loading myxy
cars.

Cherries in Ontario so tar hine hee
marketed, for the most part, in < .
cleven quart baskets, but these pac.
ages .re yuite unsuitable for the long.
distance market, and there scems 1
be no reas,~ why a four-basket crar,
such as is used in British Columby,
should not be used for cherries and plur,
to take the place of the six and cleve
quart basket. Be it said here that the
is no thought whatever that such a eray
as this would entirely supplant the ba
ket. The basket is the cheapest .
most convenient package, and tor it
nearby market serves cvery purpose, aré
there appears to be no disposition to di
pense with it. 1he same package,
something very similar, might also t
used for tomatoes, especially the carh.

The whole question would be the ms
ter of the size of the baskets and wks
ther they could be conveniently put i
a crate that would ship with other pac
ages. It is extremely desirable that tbs
should be done, if possible, and the pro
blem betore the Canadian fruit growes
—and onc that cannot be solved oftha:
—is to harmonize the outside measue
ments of the packages so as to m
the loading, storing, and packmg
simple a matter us possible.

If a standard outside size could &
set for all these packages, it would mai
it particularly convenient for the mar:
facturer who wants as few sizes as px
sible in his raw material.

{Concluded on page 219)

in the Production and Packicg of High[Grade Applas. Notice the Differont Packs Uted




