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PHEASANT CULTURE.

Iy 1 SHasaes McGuinkw, MDCM,
Hanulton, Qut
{Continued trom fast week )
CLIFPING WINGS.

We hope to be pardoned for saying,
that if there is a marked stupidity
among the fraternity, it is the usual
way we find fanciers clipping birds’
wings, including poultry  This stupi
dity isnot confined to the novice alone,
but we find it in old poultry fanciers.
The old instruction solemnly spoken
was, * Clip only one wing, so that the
hird cannot balance  If you clip the
two it can fly.” This advice has gone
from mouth to ear for gencrations
given by wiseacres whose informiation
is all founded on antiguated hearsay,
and who never investigate for them
selves,  “The average fancier clips the
wing while it is closed.  In this way
one cannot help nat only disfiguring
the bird, Lat the heavy warm feathers
which grow on the half of the wing
next the body, and which nature in
tends more as a coverlet to keep the
bird waram than to assist in flight, are
removed  Right under this warm
coverlet of feathers is the lung, and
when this part of the wing has been
removed, there is nothing o proiedt
the lung, and it may be mticed that
there is almost a bare spot so far as
hody feathers are concerned  The
sleet and wet falling on the unprotected
lung causes pocumonia, which is fol
lowed by a lingering death or a deli
cate bhird.

Experience and experiments prove
that birds after a fittle practice fly
higher and farther with only one wing
chpped than with two.  When only
one is clippud they are apt to injure
themsclves by going with graat foree
against the weakened side.

HOW T CLIP.

Extend the wing fully  Then cut
each pinfien feather hetween the shaft
and quill from the middle of the wing
to the top Do the same with the
other wing, and all is nght  “I'he bird
cannot fly - he is not disfigured (i fact
when walking round you could not
tell that the wings were clipped) - and
his lungs are still protected by nature’s
coverlets

HOW o TINTON.

1t 15 generally recommended to pin-
lon pheasants at two months old. We
have performed the nttle operation at
all ages, ard never had onc die from
the efiect.

‘I'he operation requires no <kill. It
means to take a par of scissors and
chp the wings off at the first joint. ‘The
birds never seem to mind ot and
less than a week it s all healed over.
I'tus, of course, would not do for tnrds
that were intended to be et loose in
a game preserve, as they can never fly
again.  But for breeding stock to be
fenced wn fields W s much better than
running the nisk of watching and chip-
ping their wings when necessary.

Pheasants should either be pmioned
or have their wings chipped, even when
i avianes that are covered overhead
with wire, as, if this 1s not done, they
are conuinually imunng themselves by
flying with great force agamst the
wire.

FENCING.

Pheasants do hest when not kept on

the one ground too long.  Therefore
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it is better to have a movable fence
made iy sections 12 feet long by 7 feet
high, and fasiened together by hooks
and staples. "These may be put in any
shape and moved to new ground when
the old becomes solled.  ‘T'he sections
should have 12 feeo of the common
chicken netung wire, which s two yards
wide, a footboard on the bottom, and
two scanthngs 2 inches square and 7 fect
long for ends, and one scanthng 12
feet long for top,  Thus gives 1 foot of
beard and o feet of wire, making 7 feet
high and 12 feet long. ‘I'hus can be
duplicated as many umes as desired.
Four sections will make a pen 12 feet
square, in which a pair ot pheasants
may be kept, and by adding  sections,
can be extended to any size,

WINTERING FHEASANES,

So far as the care durmg winter s
concerned we need say but hitle. We
have already mentioned that it was
best to bave their roosting places
sheltered from ramn.  They can stand
any cold, and the more they areal-
lowed to "rough it” the better they
seem to thrive.  ‘The greatest danger
s kiling them with kindness.  We
have known fanciers who complained
of heavy losses during winter, but they
had used artificial heat, and we sup-
pose heat and want of fresh air caused
disease,

Feed a hittle corn or wheat with tur-
mips, carrots and lots of clover hay that
has been cut green and well saved.
Ihe hay should be run through a
straw cutter and  scalded before given
to the pheasants. ‘I'his 1s very cheap
feed, and the birds are kept in healthy
and fine condition for laying ferule
exgs in abundance when spning comes.

LRLLLING,

Pheasants adhere to monogamy n
their natural wild state ;. but when do-
mesticated most  varieties  degenerate
nto iganusts, and the males will then
mate with more than one female. “I'he
Amberst, Golden, Reeves, Versicolor,
Mongohan and Ensghsh will all mate
with four or five hens, while the Silver
and Swnhoe are fairly true to one
mate.

FEMALE WATERS,

Among pheasants,as well as amony
men, we occaqtonally find a ¢ fumale
hater” - When we find a coch pheas
ant of this dispusition hc is vay trou
Dleseme in hrecdimg seasun, just whon
Ttis necessary that he should Lo with
the hen. ‘They are found in all van
etivs, Lut probably more frequently in
the Amherst and Soummurring. They
pick the henon the head and some
nmes kil ber Whaa one is so un
fortunate as 10 own vne of these birds,
and has nn cther bLird of the sam
varicty from which he can breed, the
following i< the remedy . When the
winter has pastcd and Lrecding scason
has arrived, the weather is then so
mild that the chances of clipping cvery
feather right to the flesh fromn the top
ot he th the cock’s wings may be taken.
He <hould bie keptin for a fow days,
lest he may take cold un the lungs.
Then put him in an aviary with a hen,
with a wire feroc four and a half feet
high across, dividing it in two halves,
and whenevar hor lord and wastu
takes one of his “tantrums ™ the hen
will just fly the funce. He cannot ful-
low, and she can wait and watch him
through the wire until he comes to his
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senses and s willing to behave before
she will agree to “ play in s back
yard agam.”

Another way 1s to have round holes
in the board large enough for the hen
to run her head, neck, and breast
through when the cock gets angry and
wants to pick her on the head.

FAVING HENS,

Ien pheasants begin to lay about
the Last week of March, and, of not al-
lowed to sit, may lay til the middle of
July, and sumctimes o the auddie of
August.  Before laymg tme arrives,
they should be Wl arranged in their
aviaries, and the cocks put with the
hens,  Fhe hens should not he dis-
tutbed duning laying scason by visi-
turs, who too frequently will brng with
them dogs. I they are tiond and shy,
the managet of them should always
wear the same dduthes when the egys
are bung collected. The avianes
should Le hept clean and well supplied
with lots of clean water and an abun-
dant supply of green food (lettuce is
the besty of in small guarters where
they cannot get grass. A heap of line
sand should be in one corner of every
aviary for the birds to dust in. A
broad buard leaned against the side of
the aviary with a nest behind ot and an
artficial egg n the nest should be pro-
vided for the hen to lay m. This
should not be tou easy for the male to
get at, nor should there be too much
Light, lest they may learn to cat their
ces —a habit they are never guilty of
if they have alarge run.  The artificial
eggs suld inthe stores are of no use.
The burds knuw them, and if they have
become egy eaters they can soun select
the genuine from tl e bogus egg.

Tu make proper artificial nest eggs
fur pheasants, take bantam or gumea
hens” eggs, make a small hole i both
¢uds and blow the egg out, leaving the
shedl. Put a piece of mucilage paper
over une hole, and 6l the shell with
newly mixed plaster of pans.  Allow
i to dry, then break the shell off, and
with a real pheasant’s egg as a sample,
it may be colured so that the pheasant
cannut tell it frum a genume  egg.
They are quickly and easily made,and
with a free use of them before the
pheasants Legin to lay there s httle
tear of thew learning to eat eggs. One
ur two should be kept around the
aviary as well as in the nests. There
are many other ways suggested, such
as burmng and cutung the  points of
the bards’ Lulls, filling the cggs with
cual vil, musiard, and pepper, and giv-
ing them to the birds o eat, etc,,
which we wiil pass vver as beny use-
less, and come to the only other plan
we have found of any use n saving
epps from cgy caung pheasants, It s
to feed the pneasants all they can eat
of commun hens’ ¢ggs. This 15 not
50 very eapensive, as hens' eggs are
cheap at that seasun of the year.

If the pheasants are properly maa-
aged there will be no egyg caters, and
all the drawbacks to pheasant culwire
may be avoided,and expenience teaches
with regard to pheasants  that the
*ounce of prevention s better than
the pound of cure.”

We started with eggs and their man-
agement unul they produced birds,
then conuouwiig with the management
of the birds untl they have themselves
produced eggs, which gives us one
round year of pheasant culture—from

egg to cgg.

THE FINANCIAL POSITION OF THE
FARMER'S WIFE.

Ity Mu~. L. H. BorNiana, in 2% Tomea Homedtiad,

No good reason appears why hus
band and wife should not be equal
partners in the hone making business.
Remember, however, that partnership
imphies cqual responsibility for debts
and cxpenses, outside as well as in the
house.  Women are sometimes in
clined to think househeld expenscs
are the most important part of the
business, forgetting that repairs, ma
chinery and stock are legitimate ex
penscs, necessary 1o insure an incotne,
and that taxes must be paid, cven if
the same bonnet does duty a sccond
season. If we wish to be partners we
should inform ourselves as tu farm
affairs  outside the house, and be
reasonable in our demands.

If a woman is pussessed of a reason
able degree of common sense, she will
be willing to practise necessary econ-
omy and make the most of her re
sources, but she certainly ought to be
permitted to buy what she considers
necessary and proper for the house-
hold. If she makes a lew mistakes
while learning, they will hardly cost
any more than the mistakes made by
the average man. I have known men,
who could not trust their wives to buy
fifty cents’ worth of sugar, lose several
head of stock cvery yea through their
own carclessness. I have seen but
foew homes, however, where this was
the case, and no amount of moncy
would tempt me, were I a man, to
have my wife feel toward me as those
women felt toward the husbands they
had promised to luve and honor.

Here is a chance to mount a very
uld hobby of mine, and insist, in the
strongest manner, that bouys and girls
learn the use of money while under
parental control.  Give them a chance
to carn and spend for themsclves,
kindly pointing out their nustakes, and
they will soun use judgment and self-
control in money matters.  We have
known young people who carned their
own living, who yet were not deemed
capable of sclecting the smallest artile
of clothing for themselves, It is small
wonder if it tovk years of married hfe
to teach them how to average their ex-
penses farly with their income, 1 read
a pitiful story, a short time ago, of a
farmer’s wife who was made a slave to
her husband’s desire fur more land,
and who received a goud scolding tor
taking a dollar of the butter money to
buy herself a hat. She landed 1n the
insane asylum, was cured, and went
home: to her mother. I suppose she
loved her husband, but it stnikes me
that she might better have shown het
love by wsisting on proper treatment
than by giving up to hus mistaken 1dea
aud ruining thar home. I have known
women to cry when ther husbands
failed to Lring needful arucles from
town, and then to do without. No
wounder the men thought it didn’t mat-
ter much. Why didn’t they say, pleas-
antly, * I'm surry you didn't get the
things, fur now 1 shall be obliged togo
after them myself "2 And by the ume
a few extra trips had been made his
majesty  would probably 1mprove in
memury.  The moral of all thus s tha,
with rare eacepuons, the woman who
is abused 1s hersell to blame.  If she
will calmly aund kindly insist upon her
nghts, she will probably get them.

Under no circumstances should a



