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to eat out every word of the instrument
—egxcept the name of God. Of this ac-
cident Mohammed, doubtless, had some
private information.

His uncle at once made known to the
Korish what the prophet had told him,
and offered, if it proved false on exami~
nation, to deliver up Mohammed to their
will. But on the other hand, that if i}
proved. true, he insisted. that the league
should be declared null and void. They
agreed ta this propesal; and on exami-
aation it was found, as the prophet had
announced, and the league wasannulled.

A. short time after thus his great friend
and patron Abutallebdied. Oneadver-
sity never comes atone—for three days
after his noble uncle’s death he lost his
other most faithful snd devoted friend,
namely : his wife Cadiga. To comme-
morate these events, he called this period
the year of mourning. Netwithstanding
these bereavements he continued to
preach in public to the pilprims that
came from g distance to theholy Shrine,
amd made some converts. The princi-
pal of these were some men from the
city of Yathrel—afterwardg called Mc-
dina. These men, when they xeturned
heme, told the story of the prophet and
the new frith to their kinsmen, and re-
commended its adoption. They applied
to Mohammed for a teacher to instruct
them in thenew doctrine, which request
was at onco granted. This proved after-
wards to be the duwning of the prophet’s
day of success.

We have now xeached the twelfth
yenr of his mission. In this year he
made sore converts among the principal
men of Mecea ; and still further, tv ad-
vanco his cause he fabricated his famous
night journey to heaven—which is both
too absurd and tedious to xclate here.
Suffice to say that the evident absurdity
of it, but for the strong asseverations of
Abubekir, would have ruined his causo
sltogether,

On the *hirteenth and last year of his
mission bis cause prespered at Medina
exceedingly. In this year ho madea
convert of one of his powerful uacles,
and administered the oath of allegiance
to scventy-threo prosclites of Medins,
who engaged to protect and defend him,
3 thoy would their wives and children,
In snswer to their question «If we be
slain in thy cause, what shell be oux re-

ward? He replied, Paradise! So
they took the oath,

The success of the prophet’s new re-
ligion at Medina alarmed the infidels
at Mecca to a very great pitch. So, to
settle the matter for ever, the iribes of
the Korish resolved to send each a man,
to assassinate Jdahommed in his own
house ; eachof them was to have a blow
at bim with his sword, so that all might
be eqaally guilty of his death, and thus
prevent, by intimidation, the Hasha-
mites from secking bloody revenge, as
31zey would not be able to fight them

1.

It appears that at this critical junc-
ture the Prophet was on the alert for
his own safety. He had early intelli-
gence of this conspiracy, and prevented
its fulfilment by a timely flightat night,
accompanicd by the powerful Abubekir,
whose daughter he had now espoused,
T'o bafile pursait, they fled o an unfre-
quented, and all but unkmown cave in
the mountains, seine distance from Mec-
ca. At the time that Mahommed made
bis escape fo guin time and dezeive the
cousphators, he Ieft Ali, his cousin,
wrapped in Lis green cloak, and lying
upon his bed. 1heconspirators watch-
ed around his house during the night,
and looking in, saw as they suppnsed
the prophet, wrapped in his mantle,
resting unconscious of danger. They
waited, expeoting him to xise and come
forth in the morning, when they would
at once esecute their bloody commis-
sion. 'To their great disappoiniment
they found they were deceived ; and as
they had no commission to kilt Ali, they
let him go unaolesteds The sourchnow
commenced in carnest for the fagitive
Prophet ; and, at one time & party of
his enemics reached the mouth of the
cave where he was seoreted ; but a pid-
geon’s nest, which they found there, so
deceived thom that they did not explore
jt. Mshommed and Abubekir lay hid
in thecave for three days; onthefourth,
‘when they supposed the pursuit would
have stopped, they teok a bye-read
glong the coast of the Red Sea to Ae-
dine. But they were pursucd and over-
taken by 8 select body of horsemen, led
by » young Arab named Sorska, the
prophet’s greatest cnemy.

en Abubckir saw the enimy he
excisimed—O Prophet of God, behold



