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THE ACTING PREMIER.

The W, J. Bowser is a fairly busy
man these fine December days. He is
Attorney-General, Minister of Finance
and Agriculture, and Acting Premier,
and we undertake to say that neither
of the departments over which he will
have to preside will suffer by reason of
the multiplicity of his duties, for Mr.
Bowser possesses a great faculty for
work. He is a bundle of energy, and
combines with it admirable adminis-
trative abilities.

Few British Columbia public men
‘have ever grown so in public esteem as
the Acting-Premier. ‘When he. took
office under Mr. McBride, he was a
good deal of an unknown quantity, and |
s political friends watched with in-
tarest to see how he would meet the
‘requirements of the position of first
law officer of the Crown. He has ac-
quitted himself with great success, and
has won the esteem of his friends, the
raspect of his opponents, and the con-
fidence of the public. As a parliament-
arian, Mr. Bowser is developing very
rapidly. At the outset he may have
been a littleé too combative, but he has
grown wise by experience, and his
more recent speeches on public affairs
have been conceived in a spirit which
shows him to be inspired by ideas
that will in time develop into states-
manship of a very high order. My.
Bowser i¥ a man who may go far in
public life, for he has many of the
qudlities tvhich ensure success. He is
_a forcible speaker and a good dechater;
‘he is fearless; he is loyal to his friends
and he is fair-minded. He never de-
nies his love for his political party;

\ but the first person has yet’'to say that
/he has permitted his’ feelings in this
respect to influence him in the dis-
charge of his official responsibilities.
e did some splendid campaign work
previous to the election, and he has
that quality which arouses the en-
thusiasm of his friends. :

O
A BOARD OF CONTROL.

2 A few months ago many people in
Victoria were discussing the advisa-
pility of constituting a Board of Con-
trol, in municipal- matters, and there |
4geems to be a growing sentiment in its
; ;ﬁtavor. Recently nothing has been sal
‘ax'about';jit 'Mbliqﬁ%t it ‘is"a qurestion’|
i“that might be gongidered with advan--
tage. Montreal adopted the plan after
a heated contest. At present there is’
‘no statutory machinery to provide for
the appointment of such a board, and
we venture to suggest that during the
forthcoming session of the House a
measure might be introduced authoriz-
ing cities to adopt the plan. whenever
the ratepayers may so decide.

There is a very general dissatisfac-
tion with the existing system of muni-
cipal ‘government. It does not satisfy
anybody, those who are administering
it least of all; for every merber of the
Uity Council knows quite as well as
his critics that he is unable to give
that attention to the business of the
_ecity which its importance demands.
He also knows that his tenure of office
militates against his obtaining that
amount of information regarding the
needs of the city that he ought to have
and prevents him from exercising his
powers with that degree of independ-
ence which he ought to enjoy. We be-
lieve the majority of the people of Vic-
toria would favor something in the na-

ture of a Board of Control.
PP il

B. C. IN THE SENATE.

| Onme of the matters relating to this
‘province that will call for early con-
sideration “is its répresentation in the
Senate. The population of British Co-
lambia, when the Census of 1911 is
taken, will doubtless be found to ex-
ceed that of New Brunswick; hever-
theless the latter province has nine
~senators, while we have only three.
“This disproportion wili have to .be
~emedied in some way. We are aware
sthat population was not the hasis of
'senatorial representation in the first

- place, but so great a disparity between
{He membership from this province and
that from the eastern: provinces can
hardly be allowed to continue without
protest. We estimate that when the
mew census is taken it wili be found
that there will be one senator to every
95,000 people taking the Dominion as
a whole, and it will hardly be equitable
:to permit one province, like Prince Ed-
ward's Island to have one for every
33,000, or New Brunswick to have one
for every 40,000, while British Colum-~
Dia will have only one for, possibly,
every 120,000. Needless to say, we do
not speak of this matter in any spirit
of complaint. No one is to blame for
it. It has simply come about in that
way. If the promise of  the present
is fulfilled in the immediate future the
aisproportion against this province will
he even greater than is estimated
above.

The question involved is not without
difficulties, for the senatorial represen-
{ation of the eastern Maritime.Prov-
fnces was the resylt of.a pre-Confed-
eration agreameht, and therefore the
only way to adjust matters under the
existing svstem is to increase the num-
per of British-Columbia senators. The

ply in some degree to the Prairie Prov-
inces. The difficulty will arise from
the fact that as soon as Sir Wilfrid
Laurier takes up the subject he will
precipitate the whole question of sen-
ate reform, which is something that no
one seems ready to deal with, although
every ome admits that it must receive
consideration at an early day.

O

NAVAL DEFENCE.

The Toronto Weekly Sun,

en in its condemnation of the proposed
naval policy of Canada. "It is glad
that the amount to be expended is nowt
as great as at one time seemed likely
but it says the sum involved is im-
material, What it objects to is tthe
principle, and this it claims is likely
to endanger our friendly relations
with the United States, and involve us
in what it terms “the immoral and
ultimately disastrous two-power idea.”
it takes the position that the govern-
ment “has had no mandate from the
people to embark in naval expendi-
ture,
petition that is being widely circulated
protesting against such action. The
petition setts forth the above reasons
for delay in acting upon tthe resolu-
tion of last session, and further de-
cldres that no constitutional means
exist whereby the people of Canada
can have a voice in the declaration of
war, sthe conduct of hostilities or the
conclusion of peace.

It seems to us.that this is to beg
the whole question. Pushed to their
logical conclusion, the Sun’s argu-
ments would close every naval ship-
yard in the Empire and digmantle ev-
ery ship of war. In other words the
richest and the. most extensive em-
pire in all the world would place it-
self in a position where it would be
helpless against any foe. If a two-
power standard is immoral, any stan-
dard would be immoral, and unless the
Empire is to be wholly undefended)
‘the . component parts  of  the
E:mpire must be prepared to do their
share n its-defence. This seems so
obvious that we cannoit see how any
-one can hold a contrary conclusion.
We admit at once .that, if .the United
States was in a position’to do ‘so, it
would take care thatt no foreign pow-
or should ever possess itself of Can-
ada; but if this §s to be the. policy of
the Dominion let us be homnest about
it and ask our neighbors to take us
into the Union so fthat we can. con-
tribute our share to the cost of our
own defence. It seems to us thal
Canada has only two alternatives to
choose between. One of tthem is con-
{ribution /o the defenice of the Bmpire
of which it is a member, and the cth-
er,- contribufion 't fhe defence of the
United Stastes of which in that case it
ought to beghiife a member. We think
most: Canadians will prefer the for-
mer, e ;i ’

(e}

THE BRITISH CRISIS.

The British Parliament is to he pro-

rogued, but not dissolved for the preé-
ent. at least, according to yesterday's
despatches. The government forces
are preparing for the fray, and tomor-
row the battle against the Lords will
begin. We can only surmise why a dis-
sqlution has not been proclaimed, but
possibly it is due to a desire to post-
pone the elections until after the
Christmas holidays. The prorogation
is to January 17th, at which date Par-
liament may resume-its sittings, if the
Prime Minister deems it advisable. In
the meanwhile there will be a vigorous
campaign. It is difticult to say which
side stands t6 gain by a deferred dis-
solution. 'With the issue presented by
the action or the House of Lords out
of the way, we would be inclined to
think the Conservatives could win on
the question of tariff reform; but the
manner in which the agitation hes
been begun indicates that the whole
nation will be thrown into a ferment
over the single issue involved in. the
veto power of the hereditary chamber.
Under these circumstances it is impos-
sible at this stage to make even a nké-
ly guess at the result.
. Readers of the icable despatches
ought to bear in mind that the leading
newspapers of London are almost all
in sympathy with the Conservatives.
This fact makes it quite impossible
for people outside of the United
Kingdom to get an impartial view
of events as they transpire. This
is a source of weakness to the Lib-
erals in one sense; but-we may be
sure that the fact will be made the
most of by them for they will claim
that ihe great newspaper owners are
themselyes membars of the class, that
is fighting for the preservation of its
privileges. 5

It is almost too much to suppose that
popular demonstrations that may take
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place between now and the New Year
may change the attitude of the Lords
and lead them to reconsider their ac-
tion. This is a possible outcome of
‘the situation.  Ir the popular protest
is as strong as some of the Liberal
leaders evidently expect it to be and
as seems to be the object of the Lib-
eral organizers, Lord Lansdowne may
accept it as a sufficient indication of

{'the attitude of the people to: ask his
‘ supporters to reconsider their position.
! which |

styles itself “an independent journal
"for farm and home)” is very outspok-"

it is not, however, to be taken for
granted that because the prorogation
is 'to January 17th, there may not be a
dissolution in the meanwhile. A mere-
1y formal prorogation is usually for
forty days. Of course the House can be
dissolved at any time, the date to
which Parliament is prorogued having
no bearing upon the matter at all.
o

With a general election and Santa
Claus both in sighit, truly the lot of the
British public man just now is not

one of unalloyed happiness.
oL e
The E. & N. management have made

splendid progress in getting their line
into shape after the damage done by
the recent rain. The cooler weather
will help matters to some extent, for
it will freeze the snow on the higher
levels and thus’ give the streams i
chance to resume their normal volume.
0

Mr. Rudolphe Lemieux, speaking of
Canada to a reportter for the London
Daily Mail said: “We are and in-
tend to remain a nation within the
British Empire.” He declared the
policy of the Ottawa government to
be the advancemént of I'mperial solid-
arity.

A project is on foot "to introduce
irrigation on a large scale into Meso-
potamia. There was a time when the
region between the Euphrates and the
Tigus was a veritable garden. The
history of Babylon shows that it was
once a country of marvellous produc=
tiveness.

)

The, retirement of Sir John Fisher
from the position of First Sea Lord of
the Admiralty will give rise to some
speculation ‘as to 'its cause. "It ‘can
hardly be because of his age, for he is
only three years older than his suec-
cessor, Sir; Joseph Wilson, and ‘it has
never heen suggested that he is at all

unfit for the duties of his position.
G

F.M.S. Indefatigable, when launched ||

will be the most terrifie engine of war
ever devised. She will be 60 feett long-
er than the largest of the other ships
of the Dreadnought class, and her en-
gines of 45,000 horse pov;er are expect-
ed to give her a speed of 28 knots if
necessary. With her 12-inch guns she
¢an delivéer' a’ broadside of = shells,
weighing over three tons and effect-
ive at upwards of five  miles. This
seems like the' 1ast'word in naval pow-
er.

The Trades and Labor. Council have
made a trial of proportional voting at
a mock ballpt, and they .were very
much satisfied with the results. Other
bodies might also experiment with it
so .as to familiarize themselves with
the system. We will be very glad: to
give what information we have to any
organization that would like to test
the system. The object of proportion-
al. representation, as it-is .called, is to
prevent a minority of the voters from
electing a majority of the representa-
tives, or a small majority of voters
from electing - an -overwhelming ma-
jority of representatives.

It is hardly fair to the Board of
Trade to suggest that it proposes to
maintain a lobby in opposition to the
Canadian Northern contract. In the
first place no one has a right to say
what the Board will decide ‘to do, and
in the next place, we do not believe
the members of that body have the
least intention of setting themselyes
up in opposition to the government.
As we look at the matter, it would be
the duty of the Board to take action
along the lines said to be contemplated
if the opponents of the government in
the House were several times more
numerous than'they will be. Victoria
has a great interest in the proposed
| measure, and with ‘all due respect to
Messrs. Jardine, Brewster, Hawthorn-
thwaite and Williamns, the Board could
not reasonably ask them to attend to
the features of the case, which espe-
cially comcern Victoria. We assume
%hat the government would welcome
any assistance which the Board of
mrade can give in making the railway
measure as satisfactory as possible to
the people of this city.

Oy
Large Lumber Shipment

The James ILeigh & Soms Milling
company has just consigned a ship-
ment of eleven cars of lumber to the
Northwest territories at the advanced
rate of $3 per thousand feet. This was

the rate last week, but there has been
a slight decrease since then.
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THIS STORE
IS FILLED WITH USEFUL GIFTS

T

'CHOOSE THE XMAS GIFT AT WEILER'S

And You'll Get the Utmost Value— Will Give the Fullest Enjoyment

E ARE told that our assortment of suitable and sensi

hensiveness. A visit will convince you that tl
is the preponderance of little-priced things—a wea
whose individual appropriation is therefore limited.

Preparations on all sides should convince you t
Glass the offerings this season are far ahead of anything w
tains, Rugs, etc., the greatest display in the west 1s offered you, w

teeming with gift suggestions.

Woeiler's for Xmas Gifts—especially if your 1

1th of choice for those who have

1s true.

hat it is high time to make the sel
e have ever before attemipted.
hile in furniture there are two-large floos

1oney must go a long way.

many gif

ection.

ble Xmas Gifts is without a rival as to compre-
One of the pleasing features of | the showing

tsto make and

[n China and
In Linens, Ct

Impossible to List the Offerings, But Here Are a Few

Parlor Tables
Parlor Chairs
Library Tables
Card Tables
Book Cases
Magazine Stands
Reed Chairs
China Novelties

Hearth Rugs
Sofa Cushions
Oriental Rugs
Linen Drawnwork
Music Cabinets
China Cabinets
Writing Desks
Morris Chairs

Get a Spark Guardj

Every Fire Place Should Have One

With snow covering the ground the cheerfulness
of the fireplace fire is doubly desirable these nights.
But no open fireplace is safe without the protection
of a.wire spark guard. ‘ You can go to bed with a
real sense of security if you own one of these guards,
and the prices are easy enough to permit every home
with a fireplace owning one.

The assortment of styles and sizes offers one for
everg::demand of style. This year’s showing is the
most complete we have ever offered, but we sug-
ges‘?fﬁat you come in today and choose yours, for
with: weather like this they’ll' soon be thinned: out.

Bright Finish Spark Guards
Made of best quality of wire—closely woven. = A
serviceable guard that will last for years-— /
Size 24 X 30 i0., @b, cassreoanraoasne .$1.75
Size 30 x 30 in., at E e e L L
Size 36.x 30in, at .....

-

sedsesmen sy

Copper Wire Guards
Made of copper wire, closely woven.
tive in appearance and very durable—

S R R
iieie...$2.00

Attrac-

Size 24x 30in., at .
Size 30 x 30 in., at .
Size 36 x 30 in., at .
Size 36 x 36 in., at .. ..
Size 42 x 36 in., at

Brass Wire Spark Guards
Made of closely woven brass wire, and, ol course,
attractive and durable as brass 15—

Size 24 % 3 oin., at .....86.00
Size 30X 30 in, At civoaerannens

‘Size 36 X 30 110, At coevviavonse-

Black and Brass Guards
These are just-about the most stylish wire spark
: guards we have ever shown. - Made: of black wire
with brass trimmings—

Size 25 x 31 in,, at
Size-31-'x 3I‘in.,‘at ...

China Vases
China Tea Sets
China Dinner Sets
Libbey Cut Glass
Fireplace Furniture
Sterling Silver
Silver Plate
Carving Sets

Table Cutlery .
Brass Goods
Chafing Dishes
Art Lamps
Electric Lamps
Smokers’ Sets
Sewing Sets
Table Linens

Keep Warm With These

Cover Yourself With a Down Quilt

Beautiful McLintock Down ‘Quilts from $5.50
The essential feature of Winter Bedding is
wormth. - The desired hedding is - that which com-

bines warmth with

lightness—warmth

without

weight. The ideal bedding is that which combines
these two features with two others—attractiveness

and a covering that’ll wear well.

You.get all these in

the McLintock Down Quilts we show. ;
The down quilt is the recognized peer . in the hed-
ding line, and McLintock creations are easily the
leaders. The quality of the down is better, the cover: -
ings are of better quality and far more handsome, de-
sign and coloring than any offered by any other ma-.
ker. For such quilts we think-youwll agree these

prices are decidedly fair indeed.

Priced from Each $5.50

A magnificent showing of Scotch and Canadian
Wool Blankets. Prices start as low as $3.30 per pair.

a holiday gift.

SOLE AGENTS
FOR THE
OSTERMOOR
MATTRESS
PRICE $15

o o \
Don’t Use a Chair as a Foot Resa
Get One of These Rests We Sell at $3.00

Ever sat in an easy chair and pulled up another chair
to serve as a foot rest? Think you have!
quite as nice as one of these foot rests. You can use one
yourself, and if you try one before Christmas, we believe
you’ll like it so well you'll send its mate to some friend as

Made of Oak, finished in Golden or Early English.
LUpholstered in Leather. Priced easy at $3.00.

Doesn’t look

J

WARM YOUR FEET ON THESE

Keep your -feet warm
while in bed and make one
important meve toward
good health. A sound, com-
fortable sleep 13 a great
health builder.” Try one of
the  Doulton  Stoncwear
Footwarmers,and you’ll en-
joy real comfort.

These are the ideal “hot
water bottle.¥ = They are
practically everlasting.
longer than other styles.

Nothing to wear out.
We have a few left, and we advise

Retain the heat

that you come in today and choose one.

Two Sizes Priced at $1.00 and $1.25

WEILER BROS.

HOME FURNISHERS SINCE 1862, AT VICTORIA, B.C.
COR. GOVERNMENT AND BROUGHTON STREETS.

SOLE AGENTS
FOR THOSE
FAMOUS
McLINTOCK
DOWN QUILTS
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Sale of

We have just received a larg
ment-of the very latest st
Boys’ LION BRAND SUITS.
high grade suits are s
value at $8.00 per suit,

are going to offer them at

$5.0(

Per Suit.

During December
as it is our intenti
close out our boys
partment in order
all our space for
and young men’s clo

ALLEN & G

FIT-REFO

1201 Gov't St., Victoria

JEFFRIES-JOHNSON
FﬂEHT 0

Battle For Heavyweight ic
Probably Will Take P
galt Lake City.

NEW YORK, Dec. 5.—T
Johnson fight for the N
championship of the wo
fought either in Salt Lake
of in the vicinity of San
on July 4 next. Final ay
45-round contest were sig
pjrincipals today. Neither
testants is to engage in
contest before the date O
fight. Both it is further
must enter active tralnini
ninety days before the
ounce gloves are to be u
contest shall be govern
straight Marquis of Queeng
while the referee is to be
least sixty days before thg

The Stakeholde

R. W. Murphy, a New
proprietor, is the tempo
helder and he may serve J
Both fighters want to ha
bank serve as stakeholde
said that difficulty was f4
ting one to assume the
ity.

NANAIMO HAR

NANAIMO, Dec. 3.—The
Fdward arrived in the ha
dayiand willvin a day or tv
dredging the south channel
harbor, which will widen
length along this importa:
In addition to this othe
parts of the harbor will b
dredged and the capacity
probably inereased,

The following are the Vi
for Nanaimo and district
ber: Deaths, 38; marriage
24. The explosion at D5
counts for the abnormally
of deaths.

The following are cust
for Nanaimo and district
of November: i
Ladysmith, $1,456
$414.92; Chemainus,
berni, $80.85; Alberni,
land, $20.91; Courtenay,
$6,830.99.

Some two years ago, J
Alberni, B. C., lost a val
horses in a peculiar man
mals were frightened andg
the woods, and as far as
concerned were never Se
day or two ago W. and G
rigle. were hunting on BI
when they came across
horses and brought it to
Mr. Burke has identified
the animals he lost two
is thought the other on
woods.




