Statement That Both Sides Are
Weary and Settlement
Is Likely.

C. P.R. Manager McNicoll Denies
That Any Such Move Is
on Eoot.

Says Old Men Get Preference If
They Wish to Return to
Work.

Montreal,  July 9.—(Special.)—Both
sides are getting tired of the trackmen’s
strike on the ©. P, R. Evidences today
point to a settlement within a week,
which will be based principally upon re-
cognition by the company of the - men
as an organized body with reasonable
concessions in respect to conditions of
employment and wages. The only obs
stacle to be removed is the barrier erect=
od when mnegdtiations were broken off.
If a disinterested party paves the way
to a further conference, this difficulty
will be speedily settled. This informa-
tion comes from good sources on both
sides,

Montreal, July 9.—Mr. MecNicell when
seen tonight about the item which ap-
peared in an evening paper to the effect
that both parties desired a COIMPromise,
and that wegotiations towards that end
were in progress, said: “I know of no
such negotiations. So far as the C. P.
R. is concerned, the strike is practically
dead. The position of the company 18
the same now as at the first. Its offi-
cials received the men readily, discussed
all matters freely with them, and made
them considerable concessions both in
rate of pay and conditions. ‘While many
places have been filled by old men and
some by new, those places still open will
be filled as applicants present themselves,
the old men, be they committee men or
.otherwise, getting the preference.”

«[ am sorry,”. he added, ‘“To have
seen so many of our workmen misled.
The strike was absolutely unwarranted,
indeed childish.”

General Superintendent Spencer when
seen tonight stated that over eighty per
cent. of the regular force of trackmen
on the eastern division are now at work,
and he feels sure that before the end of
the week his division will have its fu}l
complement of trackmen, apart from his
extra. gangs employed on new works.

Tt was learned tonight at the C. P. R.
thead offices that several foremen had re-
turned to work today _-th.h' their men
,on ‘the Western, Superior and Bastern
«divisions.

Londom, Ont., July 9.—The efforts of
«Organizer Hooper of the Montreal com-
‘mittee’ to induce section foremen who
have returned to work to agam quit,
“have met with no success here, the men
on the Ontario division feeling that the
strike, so far as they are concerned, is
ended and the advances-which the com-
pany granted to.take effect on June 1.
last, being accepted.
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MUST COMPLY WITH LAW.

Not One of Gh:inese—.;Vash'Honsea Comes
. ‘Up to By-law: Requirements. .

said yesterday
laundry

in ‘complia with the by-law recen
‘passed by city council. He has vis-
jted all but one of them, and in a few
-days will commence prosecutions against
the offenders. He her  added 'that
‘there was hardly one of the places in
which it was fit to wash clothes. This
means a wholesale summoning of China-

as soon as the officer has time in
~which’ to deal with them.

RIOTS IN SPAILN.
«Cobblestones Tsed Against Pol ce Bulles

Seville, July 9.—There was a_serious
conflict in a street here today between
‘workmen and gendarmes, Owing to the
refusal of groups of the forme: to dis-
perse, the gendarmes arrested a work-
‘man. ~ The latter’s comrades thereupon
dug up cobblestones and threw them at
. ‘the police, injuring five of them. The

‘gendarmes arged, shots were ex-
' changed and several persons were hit.
. Women actively participated in’the dis-
\ turbanee. The prefect who intervened
was stoned: Finally a force of cavalry
«dispersed the rioters.

A MADMAN'S ACT.

in Denver Stabbed to
Death. °

Denver, ‘July 9.—Mrs. Amenian A.
B&. 60 years of age, was stabbed to
i [ . last night on a highway in the
outskirts s of ‘the city. Jessie Kinport,
aged 14, was assaulted and terribly wow-
tilated with a knife o%‘her home, ‘while,
fier mother was abseit, and may die.
Oarl Jensen, alias Johnson, aged 25,
who is in custody, has confessed both
cpimes. He is believed to be insane.

o

Two | ‘Women

1.0.G T

International .Tubge: Celebration  in
Utica, New York.

Utica, N.Y., July 9.—The international
- convention of the Independent Order of
Good Templars met in general session
. today. The order had its birth 50 years
ago this summer. -Delegates are present
from aevé;al states and countries and it
is expect®d that about 400 will be here
by night. = Right Worthy Internntional
Tand Chief Temmlar Joseph Malins, of
ingham, England, presids.
" —

A FIRE BUG.

Lancaster Man Charzed With Trying to
Burn His Wife’s House. e :

Laneaster, Ont.. July 9,—Alfred Coop-
er, of South Liancaster, has been arrested
and committed to stand his trial at the
fall assizes at Cornwall on a charge of
att ng to burn the residence of his
wife on Saturday last. 'The building and
:-odoodp‘l;ed were literally saturated with

oil. ;

e e OV
.MONTRBAL DEATH RATE.
Mortality Among Young ‘Ohildren  Is

' Somewhat Less. .

Montreal, July 8-—Special)—There
were 254 deaths here last week, eom-
pared with 273 the previous week; 163
were young children, compared with 212
the week hefore, Three deaths Jast
-week were due to sunstroke.

,, S
. PAUL NEUMANN DEAD,

‘He Was One of tix:—mvnﬁnent Men in
i Hawaiian Polidu.

Jwill vacate

{on the east

Ruesian government

States relative to the tariff. The Rus-
sian minister of finance, M. de Witte,
has proposed that Russia will vacate ali
of the additional duties levied on Ameri-
can goods sinee the imposition of the
sugar differential,  if the United Stutes
its action on the sugar differ-
ential. To this Secretary Gage has re-
plied that the offer of the Russian gov-
ernment cannot be a , as the ques-
tion of the sugar differential is now in
the hands of the court, thus precluiling
action by the execqti_ve_bmn&. Thes:
exchanges, aithough made nominally by
the Minister of Finance and Seccetary
Gage, have gone through the medium of
the Russian foreign office and the state

department.

The proposition of the Russian Minis
ter of Finance was the direct result of
Secretary Hay's note of about two weeks
ago. ‘In that note, Mr. Hay pointed out
that the action taken as to petroleum
was not now, nor was it meant to have
any connection with the previous action
of the government on sugar, is ap-
pears to have reconciled the Russian of-
ficials in view that the petroleum order
was only anothm in the policy pre-
viously taken ng sugar.
Accordingly M. de Witte’'s response
was communicated ' to Washington,
Count Lamsdorff forwarding it to M.
de Wolton, the Russian. charge here. It
is not long but is quite to the point, It
makes no further issue as to the petro-
Jeum order.« The chief attention is given
to sugar and the specific order is made
to vacate immediately the increased du-
ties which Russia has levied if the Unit-
ed States will vacate its action. ' This
would amount to the re-establishment of
the status quo, which_existed before the
United States took its initial action rela-
tive to Russia.- The Russian proposition
was duly communjcated ~to Secretary
Gage, who ?ﬁs responded promptly that
as the sugaf question_is now before the
courts it is not possible for him to avail
himself of the Russian suggestions.
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Medals For
The Veterans

Victoria and Vamrcouver Men En-
titled to Them Must 8ign
Receipt Roll.

Two More Appointments. to the
Rank of Honorary
Colonel.

From Our Own Corresnondent.

Ottawa, July 9.—The Teceipt Toll of
those entitled to South ‘African medals
showing the clasps earned will be in the
office of the D. O. IC., Victoria and Van-
couver, the day preceding the visit of
the Duke of Cornwall. It will be signed
by those who have earned medals, and
they will be given identification, which
they are to show. at the presentation par-
ade. 'The presentation of medals takes
place in Vancouver on the 1st of October,
and Vietoria 2nd or 3rd of October,

Lt.<Col. J. M. Gibson and Lt.-Col. Til-

‘| ton ‘have been made honorary colonels

in recognition of their services to the Do-
minion Rifle Association,

Denial That O. ®. R. Engi

Winnipeg, July 8.—(Special.)—As some
rumors: were current that the trainmen
and engineers contemplated taking some
action with the trackmen, and as « gen-
era] “walk out” was spoken of, a
nent engineer yesterday said as
engineers’ view of the situation that this
body did not contemplate for a minute
any move towards striking. “As long as
the road is fit to run on,” said the
neer, ‘“and the company are not a g
us to take any risks, there will certainly
be no move on our part.  We are not
asked to make fast time over a soft
track, which would be all right now, if
it ‘had not been for heavy rains. e
are not-doing any kicking.”

Speaking to an offieial of the company,
a reporter learned that the company had
not asked for any conciliatory deputa-
t'ons to Montreal: The company consid-
er that the strike throughout the east
is practically over. Reports are arriving
daily. of men returning to work, and in
one instance a member of the general
cgmmrttee was .among those who return-
ed. :

i

CONSTITUTION WINS.

THin Colambia in Ve
Light 'Winds. e

Newport, R. 1. July 8.—If the victory
of the Counstitution over the Columbia
and the Independence in the first of the
three-cornered races on Saturday was
significant and definite, "her winning to-
day may be well characterized as over-
whelming, and the defeat of the Inde-
pendence as positive and almost hope-
less. . The new Herreshoff boat beat the
Columbia by nearly half an hour over
the B80-mile course, while the ~record
against the Independence was almost a
full hour. She came very near doubling
arouqd the triangular course while the
‘Crowinshield creation was covering two
legs of it. Today’s race establishes the
new Bristol sloop as a record breaker in
light airs. She has aceomplished what
‘yachtsmen considered im ble in thus
beating  the Columbia, while her per-
formance has put the Indepence entire-
ly out of the running in eonditions like
those of today. - : )
The wind was light from the southwest
at the start, ‘and there was a long and
greasy grom!d swell from the southward
b tha kats Sran TRh Froin . Tt

en start wgs m m a "
TORONTO MAN APPOINTED.
Secures Chair of Science in Portland,
Indian: ;

a.

Torouto, July 8.—(Special)—A despatch
from Richmond, Ind., says Prof, F. W.
Chitton, a graduate of Toronto Univer-
sity, has been chosen, to fill the chair of
science at Portland, I |

nd.
FOUR THOUSAND DROWNED.
Appalling Loss of Life by Floods
; Ciea i

Faster Xven

London, Ju'y 9.—According to a Shang-
hai co ondent of the Standard, more
})‘;’m;éo(en . ﬂoodmli: a:we been drowned
o s e.province \ot Ki
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. Owen.8ownd. July 8.—(Special.)—Rev. | @ .
D., Calgary, who came| .
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% | ¢. P. N. Liner Reaches Her Dock

Shortly After the Schedule

Brings a Number of Passengers
-and Budget of Northern
News.

The steamer Islander arrived from
Skagway shortly after 9 o’clock: last
night, but her passengers did mot get
ashore until nearly an hour later on ac-
count of the tardy arrival of the cus-
toms officer.” This is no unusual occur-
rence in Vietoria, and the city is being
done no good through the delay. Those
who thave to meet the steamer as well as
the customs people, are always on hand,
and they as well as the passengers Som-
plain of the delay caused by the inat-
tention of the eustoms officers. The Is-
lander had in all about 70 passengers, &
number of whom left the steamer at
Vancouver, but most of those bound for
the Sound and all the Victorians came
here. While not late, the steamer was
a couple of hours behind her schedule
time, the delay being caused through a
call mrade-.at Wrangel for Mr. o
superintendent of the tele-
graph party, -and his secretary, who had
22 tons of wire to come down. Mr.
Oharleson left the steamer at Vancouver
and the wire was also landed there. They
report that the break in the line between
Port_Simpson and Hazelton, due to an
avalanche of dirt, uprooting poles, has
been repaired, and the line is clear. The
gap on the main line is ‘being spanqed
slowly owing to the trouble of getting
£0od for the horsesinto the country. The
gap is now less than 50 mglgs, however,
but the ends will not be joined by the
15th of July as anticipated.
Other passengers who came down were
[. A. Munn, who has been to Dawson;
James Macaulay, the Yukon pioneer,
who is down for the benefit of his health,
he being a very sick man; Latke Green-
wald, who is down from ‘White Horse
on @ trip; R. W. Sprague, associate ed_x-
tor of the Skagway News, who with his
wife and-son will spend several days
here before proceeding_ to Oly{npxq. The
full list of passengers for this city fol-
lows.: 'R B. Wood, .Tas.'Cvlark, R. J.
Stephens, R. Sprague, wife and child,
Rev. Heatherington, wife and child, P
P. McPhee. wife and two children, H.
A. Munn, T. Greenwall, J. Gernser, J.
& Macaulay, J. E. Rollins. )

News comes ‘from Dawson that Wil-
liam Ogilvie, ex-commissioner for the
Yukon /Territory, is coming out by the
way of St. Michael, having left Dawson
on. June 26.

The high water,

Charleson,

which was coama’e'nc-
i o look dangerous, commence re-
zﬁeton the evening of June 26, and fell
14 inches in twelve hours. No damage
was done. o -
The. Northern Commercial company
has announced a reduction in all commo-
dities, with the intention it ‘is believed
of closing out the smaller trades.. There
is n surplus of all goods on the market,
with the one exception of beer, which
on account of the shortage has gone up
from $70 to $150 a barrel, Skagwayans
more

more five cent beer in the Gateway city.

the prices being as of old, 10 and

ts.

ce-g‘ur«thet details of the
David Valentine and Albert
he ¥ukon :

"te o
board a 1ot of merchandise
Nome and manned by. Al Rickstead,
Dave Valentine, L. S. Humes,
Mayor Humes of
Gee, of Omaha,

long' journey to
n;
owners of the scow

the river as far as D
conn
up on a sand bar
men on board got

in ‘the river.

the bar when the secident occurred.
stood up €
sit down, and in
throwing all four of
the water.” As soon as the canoe tipped
over, Hume started to swim to shore.
and
mile helow the place where the scow was

doing so overturned it,

the overtnrned canoe, and: Gee was res-
cued by Hume, while Rickstead and Val-
entime lost their hold and were swept
away to their death.

The *passengers on. the staunch steam-
er Zealandian had a little scare on the
way to White Horse, whieh, when it was
all over, was looked upon as a little en-
joyable execitement. Three steamers ar-
rived at Five Fingers and, as is the cus-
tom, helped each other through. T en-
\andian was the lnst of the trio, and the
two others waited for her in the eddy
ahove. When she reached them the cap-
tain of the Zealandian .thoilght he might
stesl a n ﬁl.on them and get in first,
so he swugg into the stream and the
current caught him and swept him hack
hroadside om  Tiife preservers were has-
tily donmed and there was a biz bustle
for a few minutes, and the passengers
had something to talk about and langh
over. . 3 e
‘Murderer George O!Brien. now under
sentence to be hanzed at Dasson on
Augnst 22, has had his head shaved and
has been dressed in convict stripes, The
death watech- is over him every minute
of the day and night. He is pot allowed
knife snd fork with which to/eat; his
food being cut up before being passed
into his ‘cell. These are the enstomary
nrecautions taken to prevent any possi-
-ility of self-destruction; which wonld.
#heat the law of its right to ‘deal with
him. ‘as it has been decided it  shall

enlarly and with a much better appetite
than some would possess ler similar
conditions and cireumstances. 4
Rditor Hirschfield ‘of the ‘Atlin Claim,
who came as far as Vighcouver on the
Islander, says the Atlin Mining Co. is
doing some fipe work on McKee creek,
and this month should have a big clean-
oy the Nimrod clatmms, O Oheistopher 1
e cle ! ste r is
putting in a hydrasnlic plant. The finest

put in by Mr, K. Cook on Spruce creek.
The Pendugwig company  has = begun
sinfeing on Wright and. is hopeful of good
returns from its large outlay. On Bould-
g; ;11;3 ezdmpnn‘yi has its second hl;ae”ot pipe-
< and  expects to ve - .good
re;;ﬂtsit:::: sAASON, F RS g
. Dominion .customs  supervisor  Busby'
arrived back at Skagway from g‘b‘inm,e";-
trip. to Atlin. He says the two-mile rail-
road from Takn to Atlin lake has been
thoroughly ballasted and is mow a fine
road with good rolling stock. He believes.
ribon to :Atlin is ' ove’
loveliest to be found in' the world.:
He found time returning to visit the
Gleaner 'mine, mear  Golden Gate, and
says the tunnel is now 150 feetin.

N

 New York, July

for their beer, the
saloon keepers’ fight ‘having been declar-.
ed off with the result that there is no

15
drowning of
Richstead in
#destined for
3 son of
Seattle, and Forrest
left White Horse on its
the mouth of the Yukon.
had been made by the,
before leaving White
Horse to have Bud Harkin of the tug
Tiorelie meet them and tow them down
awson, but before
ection had been made the scow %’_‘!l_‘ﬁg
1e
out in a canoe and
were endeavoring to free the scow from

While engaged in this work Valentine
in the ecanoe, but was told to |less

the occupants into

finally made a landing about a balt
stranded. The other/three men clung to

O’Brien ig reported to ‘be eating re: |

plant in the district is the one now being | al

|

and value we have surpassed ourselves
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Our first consignment of Fall Goods in the Upholstring. Drapery and Cur-
taid line are now on sale, and we can only say that for coloring, artistic effect
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Paris, Berlin, London
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in these last purchasings.

VICTORIA B. C.
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A FOOL’S PARADISE.

Great Britain’s Position in the Mediterranean.
Lileut.-Col. Willoughby Verner in Fortnightly Review.

1&

The recent visit of the Lords of- the Ad-
theless, pregnant with interest to the Brit-
miralty to -Malta, although ostensibly of
merely an inspecrional character, is, never-
ish nation, for it is hardiy an exaggeration
to say that upon its outcome depends, not
only the secufity of our position in the Med-
iterranean, but our very existence as a
world power.

1t is notorious that for some time past
the general condition of things in the Med-
iterranean has been much altered, and that
pot altogether in favor of this country.
Our fleet, always inadequate to the task
there assigned it, has been growing rela-
tively less and less strong, whilst the com-
bined fleets of, the powers which may any
moment be ranged against' us, ‘haye been
considerably sugmented by their more vig-
orous shipbuilding policy. Add to this cer-
tain political changes and new groupings
of the powers have combined greatly to dis-
improve our strategic situation in the Med-
iterranean.

One does not need to be an experienced
British Admiral, or a profound student of
naval strategy,.to realize the extreme grav-
ity of the position in which we are placed
in the Mediterranean, mainly owing to an
untoward chain of events during the last
few vears, for several of which we have
ourselves to thank.

Some are doubtless Inevitable results of
mistakes in our policy, extending back for
many years, the serious consequences of
which have only forced themselves recently
on our notice. Others are of a more tech-
nical nature and less avoidable, such as, for
example, the development of the torpedo
boat and the failing of our shipbuilding
programme, owing to the strikes of 1897.

Whatever may be the causes, the fact re-
maing that the conditions which have hith-
erto regulated the balance of sea power in
the Mediterranean have been absolutely
revolutionized during the last decade.

How many Englishmen realize that the
Mediterpanean is for us a place of arms of
supreme -importance, and that the very
.| neart of its defence s centred in our isiand
of Malta, with its secure harbors, repairing
docks, and stores of ammunition and ' coal
for our warships. Its central position on
the high road to Egypt. India, and the Far
East, renders it of extraordinary import-
ance, as ean readlly be appreciated by re-
ferring to any map of Europe. There is,
perhaps, no better and niore easily access-
ible map for our purpose that the Railway
Map of Europe to be found in any Con-
tinental Bradshaw, since in it land is left
uncolored, whilst the sea is tinted blue. A
| glance at this will show us that Malta lies

dway and ost on a straight line
-bet .Gibraltar, our western coaling sta-
tion and” . and the harbor of
andria. whicth dominates the east end of
the ‘Levant and the exit, from the Suez
canal. ' .

Twenty vears ago lhe only naval bases
which threatened the security of this line
were Toulon, situated some 400 miles north
of the course from Gibraltar to Malta, and
Sevastopol, over 1,000 miles distant from
*hat between Malta ang - Alexandria. But
sowadays all this is Shanged: the French
owing to our halting diplomacy, have been
permitted to seize on Tunis, and’ with it the
naval station of Bizerta, and this despite
the fact that Ttalan interests were para-
mount in that country, and that it was the
obvious and legitimate inheritance of Italy.
We thus see our most persistent and most
anclent ‘of foes established on the line
between Gibraltar and Malta, and within
than. a few hours’ steaming of the
latter place. On the other hand the results
of the policy of alienating the Turks have
been, as all the world knows, to throw that
nation into the arms of Russia. To put it
plainly, ‘since the Black Seat is tabooed to
our warships and is free to those of Russia,
the fleets of the latter power are unassail-
able by us until they emerge into the
‘Aegean Sea: In other words, the Sevastopo
of today, for all intents and purposes, may
be taken as being at the entrance of the
Dardanelles, and in consequence is only 450
miles from our route between Malta and
Alexandria—a day's steaming or a little

more.

It is well known that Russia has forbid-
den the Porte to fortify the Bosphorus, and
there are very grounds for i
that she has a dy made arrangements
for ng her warships through the Dar-
danelles gt her pleasure. "

If now the reader -will refer to his Con-
tinental Bradshaw, or other map, and with
a colored chalk pencil draw a line from
Gibraltar %o Malta, and thence to Alexan-
dria, and then join up Toulon with these
frst two, and the Dardanelles with the two
last, it will at once be seen how these re-
cent moves on the part of France and Rus-
sla have entirely altered our position in
the Mediterranean, Roughly speaking, we
are presented with two right-angled tri-
angles, having equal bases of about 1,000
miles (Gibraltar-Malta and Malta-Alexan
dria) with Toulon and the Dardanelles at
the apex- of each, and distant about 700
miles from elther end of their bases. The
peculiarly central position of Malta is at
once apparent, as also Is the dangerous prox-
lmlt{ of Bizerta to this, our main strategic
polut. - T .

'll'?mt lamentable *“failure to foresee,’” ex-
“"P‘eg"%"md/ as Tegar
ment of Tangier,
in connection vgltt tha:
will be readily. app
study of our map
egle vtﬂanf,les; which will' show how posses-
sion of all or any of these discarded places
would nowadays modify existing problems
In our favor. s ,
Tg;.se t‘gr“dlet? ul-‘e, howeve;. :ldll mlw;
praying . altho we may inciden
note how the ba’megl influence of Mr. Glad-
stone on our national policy here again ob-

rades itself. it only remains for us now

; 1 8. and to see
.yet do to secure our threat-
u'mﬁtgyremacy in the Mediterrannean, for
ily_we are mow all living in a fool’s
paradi e : "

se. § :
We will therefore RNOW consider what
would ly occur should we unfortun-
ately find

ourselves at war with two powers
who are sufficlently cated by the places

Ay I ear as noonday that as matters
stand, a ‘hos W pased on the great
maval arsenal of ‘Toulon, with an allled
fieet practically based on the Dardanelles,
and both equi {stant from Malta and with-
I ST okl S e e
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ample supplies from the new harbor of Bis-
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ject selected for the recent prize essay of
the French Naval League was no less than
“The Bést Nava! Tactics and Stratexy for
France, in case of a war with Engiand.”
Now the President of this League is Adm'r-
al Bienaime, the chief of the Krench naval
staff, an appointment corresponding to that
of First Lord of the Admiralty. "his- of-
ficer awarded a prize to a young »naval
lieutenant who advocated uncondicionally,
in the event of a war with England, an
immediate offensive. It is hardly necessary
to point out that the adoption of such tac*
tics i8 an absolute volte-face as regards
French precedents. In former days it was
ever England who, in naval war, adopted a
vigorous offensive, and yet we here see the
first man in the French navy deliberately
approve of a total reversal of the tradition-
al tactics of his country, i.e., the defensive.
The guestion naturally arises, why are the
conditions reversed? The answer is not
hard to find. Simply because our two fight-
ing fleets, those of the Channel and of the
Mediterranean, are not ready for war, and
ber}s‘luse the French know this perfectly
well, . -
Now as to the defence of Malta during the
absence of the fleet. which will naturally
be employed in its proper functions of seek-
ing out and endeavoring to destroy that of
the ‘ememy. It is notorions that Malta is
at present greatly under garrisoned: to re.
sist with any prospect of success a descent
on one end of the island, which would
doubtless be acompanied by a simultaneous
attack or a feint on the other end, at least
four strong infantry brigades are required
say 12,000 men, At present there are less
than 7,000 infantry, of which a large pro
portion are militiamen. ¥

It is an axiom of all naval experts that
in modern naval war the essence of suc-
cess is to be found in the suddenness of
hostilities, by means of which irreparable
disaster may overwhelm a fleet temporarily
weaker or scattered. A victory over our
phase’” or simply a “regrettable incident.”
In wars fought on terra firma, we have re-
cently given the world an example of how
fleet would not merely be an “‘onfortunate
unreadiness dnd muddling and even military
ineptitude, entailing at first defeat and dis
aster to our arms. may under certain con-
ditions be remedied in the long run and vic-
tory be accomplished finally. But at sea,
no such process of recuperation is possible
nowadays. This is an indisputable - point,

but too often. unfortunately, ignored by
those in high places, charged with the or-
ganization and disposition of our forces,

The public in general, judging by the
light of history and more especially of our
wars at the close of the eighteenth- and
€0 ence: t of the tury
and-accastomed to see
by land at any rate, have an indefinite an
irrational faith that no matter how bad
things may be in our next naval war, we
shall eventuvally, as usual, ‘‘come through
somehcw.”

Nothing could me more dangerous or dis-
astrous than to entertain such views.

The present situation is thus a most ser-
jous one, and requires corresponding serious
attention. What we require is immediate
concentration of our sea forces at the vital
points of our Empire. and among these,
none is more vital or more important than
the Mediterranean.

We must, in fact. follow the example of
all the great masters in the art of war, and
defend our distant and outlying possessions
by attacking our enemy in his vital spots
nearer home. Englishmen would do ‘well
to bear in mind Mahan's famous words:
“Nelson's far distant storm-beaten ships,
upon which the Grand Army never looked.
stvod between it and the dominion ‘of the
world.””  So let us never forget that our
best and surest means of defending Aus-
tralia. or of warding off a hostile advance
in China, Is by a powerful demonstration
in the Mediterranean. ;

- Malta and the fleet, for which it forms a
base and advanced depot. are to the Med-
iterranean, what Metz and the army. for
which it forms a base and a depot, are to
Western Germany. That is to say, any mil-
{tary operations from Metz would at once
divert the attention of France from swash-
buckling attempts of the Fashoda type on
Germany colonies. We believe it was
a saying of Bismarck’s that he would meet
 any attempt of France to_interfere with
the German Cameroons in West Africa by
a ‘movement of troops on the French fron-
tiers. With our innumerable ealls for ships
to be sent to all parts of the habitable globe
we are but to ‘apt to forget that a long
and strong right arm is useless should the
heart be liable to attack. It is worse than
foolish to dissipate our forces by scattering
them a1l over the face of the earth. Of
what avail is a squadron in: China if we-are
Hn‘o}'e to be overwhelmed In the Mediterran-
can
Pending the much-to-bé-desired concen-
tration of our sh‘lpf in the Mediterranean,
and in the Channel (for all I say here re-
specting the ‘Med'terranean fleet applies
equallv ¢o the Channel fleet. which also
should be prepared for war at any instant),
it is obvlous that the least we can do g0
as to be ready for any untoward event Is
to keep our existing Mediterranean fleet
eanonntrated and constantly at exercise to-

gether. ;

his,  however, 18 exactly what our au-
thorittes have hitherto not done; on the
contrary. they seemingly view onr fleet In
the Mediterranean as a snecles ‘of glorified
ordnance store, from which armaments and
equinment may be drawn ‘ad libitu
as to make up deficlencles elsewhere!

Thus, one day we see a Dattleshin ordered
to China, then a couple of crulsers are
wanted at the Cape, followed by other ecalls
of a similar nature. each one of which
tends to weaken and disintegrate our fleet
as a fighting whole. ' ;
‘It 18 true that these deficiencles are eyen-
tuaily “made good’’ on the assumption that
battleships and their captains ca
ed as merely ftems from the ordnance store
of an *Interchangeable” pattern. Bnt ail
such changes greatly aggravate the situa.
tion. and render the ineguality of our fleet.
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true, but it simply proves
at present at our dis-

to ‘the plain and unpalat-
have not sufficient vessels
gea/to carry out our world-wide
ship building programme has
arrear. largely owing
“strikes of our workingmen. No
expenditure of money, howeyer lavish, can
y this untoward condition
is entirely a question of time.
Until, therefore. time has worked in our
favor and gives us the ships and the.men
we require, we must, at any rate forathe
next few years, apandon our self-imposed
task of policeing the whole universe, and
we must concentrate our ships so as to be
strong at the vital points alone. X

When the present crisls is over and we
have made up the lee-way in our naval re-
quirements, we we can then, but mot until
then, revert to the old system of having
ships everywhere: S
It is an open secret that sundry prepara-
tions have recently been made in the Black
Sea, and that considerable Russian forces
are massed at Odessa, while the Russian
volunteer cruiser fleet Is at hand to con-
vey these troops whereyer they may be
required. Alexandria. the strategic key of
the Eastern Mediterranean, bas remained
unfortified ever since 1882. when we de-
stroyed its forts, nor is there a single mod-
ern gun mounted to protect the harbor and
anchoraze. K
A descent upon Egyot, or even Malta, is
therefore a comparatively simple matter,
80 long as the British Mediterranean fleet
is not supreme, and we have shown that
npon the first outbreak of hostilities the
British Mediterranean fleet must perforce
be employed elsewhere. for it will be seek-
ing a junction with.its sorely-needed rein-
forcements.

But there is yet another factor which
must be taken into consideration. The
whole northern coast of Afriea from Oran
to Bizerta is well suited for torpedo boats
to sally from. and the French, true to their
avowed tacties in the event of a possible
war with this country. have recently or-
dered no less than 150 new torpedo boats,
and. in addition, a large number of a big-
ger class of torpedo vessel to suppnort them.
They make not the slightest attempt to
conceal the fact that they reckon on being
stronger that the British Mediterranean
fleet. not only at every point but in every
species of vessel so that they may be in

pos'tion to strike bhard and strike In-
stantlv, before we have time to assemble
our reinforced fleet and correct our initial
stratecic errors. They know perfectly well
that the only chance for Russia or France
to he swocessful in a naval war with Eng-
land is that tbe war should be sudden and
opportune for them.

What, therefore, we requnire. is that,
firstlv. more battleshins should be sent to
the Mediterranean; secondly. that many
more cruicers shonld be mlaced on . that
station: thirdly. that .a large additional
fiotilla of destrovers should be sent ont ‘to
thwart the French torpedo boat scheme:
and fonrthly, that a proper complement of
suxiVaries. condensing vessels, repairing
vessels, ammunition and store ships. coal
Aonnts, ete.. ete., without which a modern
fleet cannot- keep the sea should be at once
assembled there.

This  programme sounds stupendous, but
jn reality it is not so. FEven now, in a very
short space of time. we could, by withdraw-
ing vessels from outlying stations, assemble
a sufficient force in the Mediterranean to
make all attacks on us so dangerons to the
attnckere that it would secure us an im-
mnnity from all risks. \

We must at all eosts. and without further
delay, take the necessary steps to ensure
fhe nndonhted sunremacy of our flng in the
WMaoditerranean, and in dein~ sn secnre the
neace of Burone and the existence of Great
Britain as a world power. I am: of course,
aware. that I am rendering myself liable
to be severely taken to task for thus ven-
turing as a sold'er to give an oninion on
navel msatters of such vast importance. I
would, however urge that on the broad
onestions of fhe zeneral strategv of the
defence of our Empire the views of a
soldier and of a eailor mnst necessarily in-
termingle, or in the words of the Dnke of
Devonshire, ‘“the maintenance of sea sn-
premacy has heen assvmed as the basis of
the system of Tmnerial Defence.”

For seven and twenfv -vears J have con-
stantly been in the Mediterranean. and was
at one t'me cusrtered there for nearlv six
vears, Durirg that neriad I have made re-
peated cruises in all classes of warshins.
and have had the advantaze of meefing
anA disenscing the problems of the day
with manv naval officers.  The views T have
expressed muet therefore not he considered
a8 explattine those of anv partienlar Admir.

We thus eome

al or Cavtain. bat rather are whnt T hon-

estlv eve. to he those of the oreat mass

L of navet officers of all vanks with whom

T have hed the varv croat plessnre and han.

;\(')n:;; to be brought into contact from time
e. :

THE WARAGRAPH

Opens to a Large and Appreciative Audi-
ence at Oak Bay Park.

The Waragraph opened a four-nights’
engagement at Oak Bay park last night
before a large and very appreciative au-
dience, and the show proved itself beiter
than ‘was expected. The company did
not get in town till Sunday night on the
Charmer, but lost no time in getting
things in order, for those who went down
to the park last night found a lange stage

a-row of gleaming foot-lights and a cur-
tain stretched above the stage between
two tall picrs. The show opened a lit-
tle before nine o’clock with a beautiful
colored series of pictures entitled *
trip to the Moon,” and was followed by
'some very comical scenes which created
much langhter. The picture of the Can-
adian contingents leaving for the front
provoked the patriotism of the audience
to storms of applause, while the band
played “The Maple Leat” and “Soldiers
of the Queen,” to the measured march
of the soldiers. Some very interesting
scenes of the Boer war were also shown
and were much appreciated. audi-
ence were given a trip up the Yukon riv-
er through the ice, where could get
a glimpse of Dawson ity in the dis-
tance, - Mrs. Carrie Nation was also
there with her hatchet brigade to show
how she wrecked the saloons in Kansas
City. Mr. Noel, the female imperson-
ator, scored a great hit as a pretty ballad
girl. ‘The City band discoursed a well
cho:&;n pmig}nme of music in

usual good e as an accompaniment to
the show. There is to be a change of
programme each night and as the show is
a ggod one, thous will take the de-
lightful ¢rip to Oak Bay during the next
tireg 2l s, providing the weather is fa-

DISTINGUISHED AMBERICANS.

5 ik} . 3 gkt ok
Members of the Rivers and Harbors Com-
mittee to Arrive This Afternoon.

Victoria svill this afternoon and evening

have as her gnests the members of the
rivers and harbors comm¥tee of the U.
rivers and harhor committee of the 'U.
8. House of representatives. They are
to arrive at 4 o'clock in the afternoon
by the steamer Majestic, on which they
arve touring the Sound, and will remain
until 10 o'clock at might. During their
stay the pu-tﬂ will be entertained at
Inncheon by Sir Henri Joly, Lieutenant- |
b "f)mnt"motbﬁ o s o
of the city by Mayor Hayward and other
gentlemen. - The Parliament b

The committee has been on a tour of

the Western States, and will go to Alas-

ka, and as far as White Ho!

east. They spent Sat Al

day ave visiting Port Angeles and Neah
this city

they go to th i
on, ‘Abraham
~and will return to
em.

erected in front of the grand stand with ha

‘{ boat that was in

agent,

On Fraser

Japanese at Wt;rk on the River

Without Being Molested
by Strikers.

Canners Prg Eét‘ to Mr. Vowell

Regarding’ Attitude of the
liidians.

Superintendant Hussey Says the

Police Will Enforce Respect
for the Laws

From Our 9wn Correspondent.
Vancouver, B. C,, .Iuly 9.—Eight hun-
dred Japanese went out fishing early this
morning, accompanied by Japanese pa-
trol boats. They were not molested by
strikers. At noon there were 1,000 boats
on the river and no patrol boats manned
by the strikers in sight.

The fleet did better, than yesterday,
several fish to the boat being caught.
There was a great deal of unfavorable
comment among the sfrikers regarding
the Japanese action in carrying arms in
their patrol boats. ;

Today Government Commissioner
Bremner held a private consuitation with
the executive of the striking' fishermen,
It is not known what move toe fishermen
contemplate.

Members of the canners executive stat-
ed today that they would not budge from
their position. One member of the execu-
tive, Dr. Bell-Irving, has lodged a pro-
test with Indian ‘Agent Vowell regarding
the attitude of the Indians, and has ask-
ed that the Indians be warned not to
continue to take sides with the strikers.

Chief of Provincial Police Hussey
gives it as his opinion that the Japs
right or wrong, had heen brought to
Steveston under power of the law, and
must be protected. If they were not
given protection they would themselves
fight without hesitation.

‘Government Commissioner Bremner
stated that he deplored the fact that
the Japanese were allowed to use arms
in their patrol boats.

AN ESCAPED BOER.

Reaches New York on Steamship as a
_Btowaway.

New York, July 9.—One of the Boer
prisoners recently taken to Derrill’s is-
land, Bermuda, from South Africa, was
a stowaway on the steamer Trinadad,
which arrived here today. His name is
William §. Dupley. On Friday he escap-
ed by throwing himself into the water
off the island. He floated for hours,
finally being picked up by two Bermuda
fishermen, who took him to Hamilton.
The authorities made a search for him,
but he eluded his pursuers and induced
two stokers aboard the Trinadad to
stow him away in the coal bunkers.

‘When the Trinidad arrived here, Capt.
Fraser was notified that an escaped pris-
oner was believed to be stowed away in
the steamer. The captain instituted a
search and found Duypley covered with
coal dust and nearly dead from hunger.
An examination ore the of in-
quiry will be held. The board may do
one of two things under the law. Du-
pley may be sent back to Bermuda or
he may be fined ten doHars. It is said
that if the latter course is pursued, Boer
sympathizers in New York will pay the
fine that the man may be set free. Du-
pley was 4 ined at Blilis, Tsland as a
‘patper and not as. a fugitive.-

el Yoo

BAST SIMCOE.

Mayor of Orillia Nominated . as Candi-
date for Legislature.

Orillia, Ont., July 9.—At the Tiberal
convention at WBast Simcoe todav. B.
Tudhope, mayor of Orillia, was nominat-
ed as a candidate at the approaching
-election for the legislature.

T s VRN
VANCOUVER HOLD-UPS.

Vancouver, July 9.—(Special)—Four
hold-ups were reported to the police as
ving on Robson street last
night. It is thought that some of the Se-
attle toughs driven out of that city are
arriving iy Vanmn'vgr. J

s i
TOWED IN AGONIES.

Prials on the Channel Squadron’s Tor-
pedo Boats,
From ILondon Teader.

“Rarely, if ever, have the crews of tor-
pedo  boats experienced a worse time
than was undergone by those officers and
men who were told off to man the four
torpedo boats that were towed from Lam-
lash to Plymouth last week by the Chan-

nel squadron,

“On the voyage from Lamlash fough
weather was experienced, and the crews
| of the torpedo boats suffered terribly.
For the greater part of the way the sea
broke contimually over the tiny eraft. and
the oficers and men had to lash them-
selves to: the deck to avoid being washed
overbeo 5

stoker belonging to the
tow of the battleship
Resolution did meet this fate. He was
lying down, so worn out from sea sick-
niss and exhaustion that when the sea
lifted him he was unable to make any
effort to save himself. Being clad in
‘heavy boots and oilskins, he sank be-
fore the ships that tried to pick him up,
conld reach him.
The speed at which
towed. did much to make existence
aboard them less endurable. Instead of
B o o 1ot
ugh them. Sleep was ImpOsE a
:g}eﬁdiﬁ. b&at broke loose, ,,,P;‘,?? Majes-
s did e CTew were 80
they dm!ﬂi

One ”ybuﬁg‘

tired ont that
) arely mansage to secure the
hawser that was drifted back to them.
‘To make matters worse, the Magnifi-
cent’s boat stoye in her bows, and her
fore compartments becu‘iﬁe%atm.
fThat these frail craft came throfigh'ds
well as they did is a splendid testimeny
to the courage and powers of endurance
of their crews. iy :

¢ NEW APPOINTMBENT.
G R M“ ..kt'l’_,-.“‘% ‘n"' itt to Aus-
Winaipeg, July 8—(Special)—W. Stitt.
c. PR ’m-ﬁsit oA sewener
) M‘Mnss i . P. R. gen
in Australia.
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