was retiring from Mafeki)
Tt o the oS THiver
had been fighting “devils not men.”  The
enemy thought their position at Belmont
the battle said that to hol
it for three months, yet they were driven
out after a sharp actiom. ’m_lg ‘Boer
fights well from cover, but if he has the
courage to resist ap assault or to face
an equal number of men in the open
field, he has yet to exhibit it. s

Gronj

ther sorry that the

Tiess.  Of courde- theoretically” the-cen.
‘tury ‘will not end’ until ‘the close of next

of Christ, each century might very con-
verniently be made to end with the 99.
Tt is true that there never was a year
0; but then we know that in point of fact

there hever was a year 1; that is there

mnever was a year when people wrote

Very much has been said of the heavy | the dato A.D, 1. A correspondent asks

casualties, but they dre not in point very
high, or rather they were not before the
two last battles. At the fight at Modder
River the killed and wounded only reach
Tl per cent. of our force engaged, which
js far under the average of the great
battles of the British army. Thus Tal-
avera had a casualty roll equal to 30 per
cent., Salamanca reached 25, Vimiera,
Vittoria, Waterloo, the Alma, Inkérman
and all the other great fights had a
higher per centage than Modder River.

Will we take posséssion of Delagoa
Bay? This is a question of great im-
mediate interest. This harbor and the
town of Lorenzo Marques, which is the
terminus of the railway to Pretoria, be-
long to Portugal. It is contrary to the
laws governing the conduct of neutral
powers for Portugal to permit her terr-
_ #ory to be used for the.transportation of
men and munitions of war intended for
either of the belligerents. If it is right
for the Boers to get in men and arms
over Portuguese territory to use against
us, it is right for us to send in men andf
arms the same way to use agairst them.
We can illustrate the case by supposing
that people friendly to the Filipinos
should land an armed force at Vancouver
to be sent by rail to attack the Puget
Sound towns. It is easy to understand
that Great Britain is averse to doing any-
thing against Portugal, with whom she
has always been on the best of (terms,
and the seizure of Portuguese East Af-
rica would hardly meet with favor from
the European powers. It might be pos-
sible, however, .to take possession tem-
porarily of the railway terminus without
giving offence. If it becomes necessary
for the success of our plans to sieze this
wailway, it will doubtless be taken—of-
fence or no offence.

The absence of exciting news from the
seat of war does not prove that very im-
pontant' work is not dn progress there.
A very rigorous censorship is being exer-
<¢ised, and in addition to this the pressure
of official and commercial business great-
Iy restricts the capacity of the two
cables to deal with despatches.
safe to assume, however, that no very
important event has taken place or we
would have heard of it. Nothing has
been heard from Gen. French’s column
for several days. The last news repre-
sented him as moving slowly towards
Colesburg from Arundel. Except that
‘Gen, Buller moved his camp a short dis-
dance and that the Naval guns had fired
a few shells into the Boer position on
the Tugela, the operations of the Natal
force are being kept secret. It seems
to be taken for granted that heavy rein-
forcements are being sent forward to
Buller, who will now find himself con-
fronted with Joubert, the Boer leader
being able to take the field again. Gen.
Gatacre reports that he has retaken
Dortrecht. This is interesting, especi-
ally as the Boer force retired without
making any opposition, Dortrecht is a
railway terminus north of the Stormberg
range. It is reached by a branch of the
road from East London. The occupation
of this point renders it possible for Gat-
aore to move a portion of his command
. around the Boer position at Stormberg
. Junction if he thinks it advisable to do
80. Gen. Methuen reports all guiet at
Modder River, and he is said to have his
big Naval guns so posted as to command
the whole.Boer position. The news that
his wounded are rejoining him shows
that his lines of communication are
fully open. ;

It is reported again that the Free
Staters are growing disaffected. There
may be something in this, and perhaps
their retirement from Dortrecht is at-
tributable to a feeling that they have
been fighting long enough, but it is as
well to take stories of this. kind with
many grains of allowance. The Free
Staters must realize that they have need-
lessly engaged in a quarrel that can have
ouly one outcome.

It is “ as you were” with the troops
in South Africa, and we are inclined to
think there will be little change wuntil
Gen. Roberts arrives on the scene, un-
less. the Boers precipitate a battle; but
as no one can foresee whem a small af-
fair of outposts may develop into a gen-
-eral engagement, it is always possible
that sharp fighting may occur at any
time. The New York Herald’s story
that there was considerable discussion in
the war office prior to the acceptance by
Gen. Roberts of full command, must be
accepted with allowance, although it is
highly probable that Roberts has insisted
that he shall not be hampered by. in-
structions from home.” ‘It is absurd to
atterupt to direct from''Lqndon a cam-
Paign catried on in South Africa y

wWhere the new year will begin. This is

time changes at 180 degnees from Green-
wich, Chatham Island in the South Pa-
cific ocean is the first land to see the sun
rise-on a new day. . At 8 pan, Victoria
time it is nrdnight on Chatham Island,
‘and consequently the new year will begin
there immediately after 8 p.m.” of our
time, ; 7

MINES AND MINERS.

At ‘the imvestigation made - by M.
Clute at Rossland some very interesting
and important facts were brought out.
Mr. Bernard McDonald, general man-
ager of the B. A. C.s properties, was
one of the chief witnesses. He went
into details of cases where, to his own
knowledge, the passage of the eighi-hour
law had driven out Eastern Canadian
capitalists, and said that the fear of fur-
ther legislation along the same lines had
absolutely prevented large sums of
money from being invested here. He
gave some statistics showing the invest-
ments of his company in this province,
which have an important bearing upon
the subject of mines and miners,  We
give them in detail:

$3,950,362 00
921,675 17
559,185 12

Columbia-Kootgnay ddia e i ATEABRS 21

Caledonia
Tootsie and Whoop-Up. ...
Hoskins

Improvements
upplies in stock.........
Administration ...........

32,000 00
106,186 25

$6,198,701 94
Mr. Edmund H. 'Kirby, manager of
the War Bagle Consolidated and Centre
Star companies, said their investment
amounts to $3,500,000, chiefly of Cana-
dian money. We are without data as
to the amount of money invested in
other mining’ properties, but as these
two concerns represent nearly $10,000,000

It is1'C is probably well within the mark to

say that the investments in mines in the
Trail district reach at least $12,000,000.
Mr. Kirby said that the Le Roi con-
tributes about 45 per cent. of the Ross
land pay-roll, his company about 40 per
cent., and other companies 15 per cent.
In addition the War Eagle and Centre
Star furnish almost the entire supply for
the Trail smelter, and hence support the
town of Trail. The Le Roi in like man-
ner keeps wup Northport, but as that
town is in the United States we need
not take it into consideration. Here,
then, we have two mining concerns,
which maintain the city of Rossland and
the town of Trail at their present pros-
perity, and it is surely not unreasonable
to say that in framing legislation for the
control of mining, something else ought
to have béen considered than the de-
mands of a few miners, who may have
been dissatisfied with the conditions
under which they worked a year ago.
Surely before a law, that was calculated
to huve_a radical. effect mpon the profits
of mining, was placed on the statute
book, some effort ought to have been
made to ascertain what its effect would
be upon that extremely important indus-
try.

We do not propose to discuss in this
article the claim made that the eight-
bour law ought not in fact to interfere
with the mining industry, AN the com-
petent witnesses examined by Mr. Clute
bhave, so far as we have seen, agreed
that it does. The point which we want
to make is that legislation, calculated to
embarrass and discourage the invest-
ment of capital, or which may have the
tendency to compel the owners to close
down the mines, will affect more than
the capitalists who own the properties or
the men who work for them. It strikes
at the very foundation of the prosperity
of whole communities. What British
Columbia needs at this time is some one
with sufficient courage and patriotism to
do what is right, regardless of conse-
quences. The time has passed for
demagoguery and personal ambition to
be allowed to dictate the policy of the
province. We need a premier, a cabinet
and a legislature that wil] grapple with
the question without any regard to poli-
tical consequences, and give the prov-

wishes of both miners and mine-ownens.
We are confident that this can be dove.

Mr. McDonald in his testimony depri-
cated any attempt to prefer skilled min-
ers-from coming into-this province, for
this’ would greatly . retard mining  deyel-
opment: He said that we must look.

Ladysmith beizig' all, well, ‘there s no

|

e

chiefly to the United States for skilled
miners. = Mr, Kirby took. ‘the; same. po-
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year, but as the Christian era is a purely{

also an arbitrary arrangement, but for | by the
| convenience ' it is wunderstoed that the| miner

ince.a‘law that will meet the reasonable

-will not accept the decision of His Holi-|
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‘Referring to the contract system, the
‘witness said he never knew of contracts
being objected to. Contracts did mot
tend to lower wages. If the average pay
for contract work did not greatly exceed
the general wage paid, the miners would
refuse to take contracts at all and th
system would be ended. The great in-
ducement to take contracts
wages was the increased

s e e
easy  when ift , :
around, Pay under the contract system
always averages: over the ‘wage level
of the distriet. " This is a good arrange-
ment for all concerned; under the wage
sustem the slowest man in the gang
regulates the pace, but on contract work
all the men work hard to earn good pay,
and there is no loafing about. If the
men do mot earn 'more than the average
wages, the foreman would not be able
to let any contracts,

VICTORIA-CHILLIWACK.

We do mot understand what Mr. Rel-
yea had in mind when he spoke at the
city council of $4,000,000 being asked
for -a project that. would only cost $1,-
500,000, mentioning this as though it
were a proposition advanced by the Col-
onist. We have ‘no recollection of hav-
ing mentioned $4,000,000 in connection
with the Victoria-Chilliwack project.
But Mr. Belyea’s observation makes it
worth while to see just what foundation
there is for calling this a $1,500,000 pro-
ject. Here are some figures the correct-
ness of which cannot be called in ques-
tion: ;

Capital stock of company. .. .$2,000,000
Expected subsidies 300,000
Proposed bongd ‘issue 509,000
Outstanding V. & S. bonds. .. ~ 300,000
Interest due on V. & S. bonds. 120,000

e . $3,229,000

(The interest already on the V. & S.
bonds is due by the road to the city and
the province by the terms of the guar-
antee.)

Thus it appears that this project,which
is talked of as involving only a million
and a half doHars, appears on examina-
tion® to involve more than twice that
amount. - Mr. Belyea may, at the next
meeting of the city council, brush this
aside as mot worthy of consideration,
but if the bylaw ever gets before the
ratepayers they will think about it very
earnestly. Deducting from this eapital
cost of the road ‘the proposed subsidies
and we have left $2,929,000 upon which
the road would have to earn a ‘profit.
At the meetings held throughout the
city the promoters of the scheme Tep-
resented that the road would have
to earn interest on only $1,209,000. A
difference of a million and three-quar-
ters dollars is, we assume, a matter that
is really too absurd to be considered se-
riously,

We have laid stress in considering this
matter upon the mecessity of informing
the ratepapers how it is proposed to get
from the V, & 8. station on Hillside ave-
nue to the City Market and the B. &
N. depot, and have already shown that
if Government street jg the route chosen
the rails will have t& be more than 50
feet above the present road level. If
Douglas street is chosen the elevation
will not be so great, but it will be suf-
ficiently serious, We assume that there
would be mo difficulty in bringing the V.
& 8. to the Fountgin on the present
street level, 'This would involve a drop
of 13 feet from the present level of the
rails, which could be managed easily
enough by starting far enough up the
line to begin the descent, but what route
would be followed in getting to the
fountain, and what the land damages
will be are both open questions and ex-
ceeding important ones.. From the
Fountain to Pembroke street the dis-
tance is about 2,000 feet, and the drop
in the level is 24 feet 6 inches. There
is a.rise of 2 feet 6 inches to the next
street, i. e., Discovery, and in the next
600 feet a Tise of 16 feet, and in the
next 300 feet a rise of a little over 3
feet. From Cormoraat to the Market
there is a drop of nearly 6 feet, and
from the Market to the E. & N. Depot,
a distance of 900 feet, a drop of 26 feet
6 inches. Mo recapitulate: I'rom the
present ‘level ‘of the V., & 8. to Pem-
broke street there is a drop of 37 feet 8
inches; then comes a rise to Cormorant
of 21 feet 3 inches, and then a drop of
53 feet to the E. & N. depot, and all
this through some of the prineipal streets
of the city and in a distance of less
than 5,000 feet. Moreover thére are at
least two corners to be turned, which
will involve the- acquiring of property..
If' any of the marrow streets east of
Bouglas are wutilized, the variations in
level will not be so great, but the streets
will be rendered practically useless for
residential purposes and there will still
be the.corners to turn. In view of these
considerations, which cannot be explained
away, is it not absolutely essential that,
before the city talks about granting any
one a right of way for a railway through
the city: streets, some infotmation sl_mnﬁd
‘be ‘forthcoming:-as to- the - route to “He
Chosen” 2B o plan ‘shbwing the -

| city shall hand its money

in ‘place of |

4| rible. Ome tr

ty miles, although the distance was al-

| grass-made twine.

pany on whose board it shall be repre-
sented by one director only, which elear-
ly shows that the control is to'be wested
in the holders of the $1,500,000 balanee
of the $2,000,000 stock. .~ 34

 THE. OARIBOO ROAD.

* We have had several letters: vecently
concerning the condition of the Cariboo

ieler NEiaa that, whsh he

most all the way down Hill.. From: Ques-
nelle to Soda Creek the stage passengers
were transferred to canoes, the road. be-
ing so bad that the horses could only
haul the baggage and mails. Seven:and
a half hours were consumed. in going the
next thirty miles. At times four horses.
and once even six horses could not Haul
the coach through the mud. These de-
lays were such that the passengers went
twenty-three hours without food. The
writer of the letter speaks:of broken
corduroy, which made it necessary for
the passengers to get out and shove the
coach. This condition of the road is.due
to the parsimonious policy of the Semlin.
government, which is cutting. down. nec-
essary outlays in orders to’ make: the
most favorable showing possible on. pa-
per when the house meets, The result.
will be that the successors of these gen-
tlemen will have to spend twice as much
money restoring the roads as would have
kept them in gpod condition.

THE BRITISH ARMY.

The habit is to represeﬂt the British
army as a very small affair, because the
number of men serving with the colors
is far below.-the Continental standard.
But when the figures are totalled it will
be seen that the available fighting force
now enrolled is a very formidable con-
cern, It is made up as follows:

Regular forces .....

ATMY reserve ........... 84,500
Militia

Yeomanry

Volunteers :

British troops in India..... 72,150
Native troops in India. ...
Colonial- forces (about).... T0,

If the Canadian Mounted Police and
other police forces are included in the

| list the available total will be swelled.to

about 950,000, which ecan be easily in-
eréased to a million. All this enormops
force is armed, drilled, uniformed and
officered. It can all be relied upon
either for offence or defence. So after
all we are not so badly off.

AS OTHERS SER US.

Mr. J. W. C. Haldane, C. E... whom
many Victorians will remember,. has
written @ book entitled “ 3,800 Miles
Across Canada.” It is very micely. illus-
trated. The publishersr are Simpkin,
Marshall, Hamilton, Kent & Co.,. Ltd.,]
London. Tt is a very readable book, but
its chief interest to Victorians-will be on
account of ite referemces to this. city.
They will be at once favorably disposed
to Mr. Haldane, when they read that
Victoria is *‘a ecity as remarkable for
beauty in itself and its surroundings as
in the qualities of its people,.all of which
have made it a centre of intelligence -and.
refinement of the most attractive:
nature.” -He tells of our city’s great
wholesale trade and its high favor with
tourists. Our old friend, Judge 4
comes in for 'a very nice compliment in:
this connection and he tells his readens.
that the Judge’s “ excellent lady and
their son and daughter, as well as him-
self, were as admirable specimens of
elegant Vietoria society as one could
possibly meet.” He took a drive with
Mrs. and the Misses.——— through tie
suburbs, which he greatly admined. He
found “the residentidl districts well
stocked with lovely and well gardened
villas,” and “ the-commercial parts of the
city rapidly advancing in splender.”

Mr., Haldame is grieved to believe
that many fashionable people in England
think that “ the ladies T am now refer-
ring to are emly beginning to emerge
from a state of semi-barbarism,” and to
this he appends a description of the cos-
tumes in which they are supposed to
parade, their hair *“ragged, tagged and
scragged,” falling upom dresses sewn
together with fish-bone mneedles and
To. dispel this illu-
sion he deseribes his visit to a tennis
tournament, .devoting half a page to a
lady, who wore a fiery scarlet hat with
a white dress. As this was on Adgust
4, 1898, the lady readers of the Colonist
can figure( out who she was who in
Mr. Haldane's opinion “disfigured an
otherwise beautiful costume.” He sums
the situdtion. wp by saying that “rank
for rank, Victorians are quite equal to
the best in the Old Country.” ?

Mr. Haldane is very sanguine of  the
future of Victoria eommercially and as
a residential city. ‘He happened to be]
at lunch: at ithe Boo: ug/ when - the

Chemical Works were 'Burniig, and he

‘matkable spectacle.

sad, which is said to be something hor- |

ety « ey e
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in dh case refused to grant, calling in
the opposition. = Partiewlars will be
found elsewhere in this isewe. ’
The railways in Cape Colony are
waiched by a force 'of 10,000 men,
mostly Kaffirs, stationed within a quar-
(ter of a mile of eacl other. Each
| watchman has three: signal flage. The
b watch is kept up day and night..

The alleged Fenian: organizations in
 the United States talk: of invading Can-

thie} #da. If they start it is to be hoped the
|/United States government' will not stop.

| them; for the people of Canada would
\like the contract of wipimg: them: out of
| existence,

Mr. Belyea was misreperted in the
‘Colonist yesterday. He was represented
as having said that Victoria should give
$500,000 to the Chilliwack: scheme ‘““on
such conditions as will prevent other
‘municipalities from coming-in”’ What
he said was that the conditioms should
be such as would not prevent;.eto:.

deteat of the Semilin government is-likely
to come at the end of the sessiom;. be-
cause it says members ‘will wisih~to get
the legislation in' which thieyr aré: inter-
ested passed before a break-up. We do
not see why this consideration should in-
fluence amyone. Defeat the government
and pass the necessary legislation after-
wards. A government defeat‘ does not
imply a new election,

Residents on the Washington side of
the Straits of Juan de Fuca:are daily
expecting: the promulgation. of an. order
by the United States government setting
aside the forest reservation: which: Has
hitherto locked up 500,000 of very eacel-
lent-land. between the mountains-and the
strait. This is expected to be followed
by a great inrush of people, for the
reason that very little land fit for settle-
ment remaing in the hands of the govern-
ment of that country.

ki e s ©

It is- proposed to erect a memorial in
the parish ehurch of Botusfleming. and
the town of Saltash, in Cornwall, in:
memory. of that gallant soldier, Geéneral:
Sir: Willianz Penn Symons, who.: felll at

his troops forward in a great. object
lesson. intended to show the Boers: the
mettle of British infantry. Baron
Kingsale is at the head of the move-
ment,. of which F. A. Rawling, mayor of
Saltash, is honorary treasurer. Contri-
butions are invited to be sent. to tle
honorary treasurer at Saltash, Cosnwall,
England. There ought to be a gemerous
1esponse.
—_—

Judging from present indications; one
effect of the South African war. will; be
a great revival of the martial. spirit: all
‘over the British Empire.
governments should encourage.- this,. for
there will be no more secure guarantee of }
peace to the world than for the Empire

the teeth and ready to do battle. any-|
where on sea or land. _What we wonld |
like to. see is a million men, all. wolun-
‘teers, ready to answer on short motice a
call to arms, and this. in addition; to
whatever force is necessary to make our
navy equal to that of any three other

———— .

The Grand Forks Daily Gazette thinks
that Mr. J. M. Martin, M. P. P., has as
good reason to withdraw his support
from the Semlin government as. Mr. J.
M. Kellie, M. P. P, had to withdraw
his from Mr. Turner. The boundaries
off the Grand Forks;mining district have
‘been altered without consultation with
Mr. Martin, who represents the constitu-
. ency in which the. distriet is. gituated.
| The Gazette ought to recollect that
at present the gowernment of British
| Columbia. consists of one man, Mr. F. L.
Carter-Cotton, and that a suggestion to
His Supremacy from a hmmble repre-
sentative would: be An Unwarrantable
Impertinence.

A SN SR
The Capetown correspondent of the
London Daily Telegraph dpubts if ever
a country was so divested of ity male
population as is the Transwaal. “Itis a
land of women and girls,, boys under 15,
and a few old men. The rest are at the
front in Natal or aeross the western
border.” He adds that jndges have
been doing duty at Pretoria as police-
men. Jehannesburg, - Pretoria and
Bioemfontein are alleged ‘on good auth-
ority te be deserted cities. For a his-
torical parallel we must go back to the 1
cities of Greece during the Trojan war.

Leord Roberts is 69 years old, which is
a_telerably good age for a man who
starts out to command a great army in
‘the field. but Von Moltke was a year
elder when he planned the German cam-
paign against Franee i 1870, amd ac-
companied to the field King William of
Prussia, then 73 years of age, who com-
manded the forces. Lord Raglan was

67 when he. died, in command of the
. British forces betore;Seb«{wtopol in 1855,

To o further back Ge
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was planning torinvade China. Count
Tilly, victorious im thirty-six battles, died
of wounds received!at’ the hands of Gus-
tavus Adolphus in'his: Téth year. Charle-
magne was 68 at!the time of his last
battle.

A .force of thirty Natal Carbineers
rode out and arrested three ranchers sus-
pected of disloyalty;. and' Brought them
into Frere. The distance going and
coming was one hundred miles, and they
covered it in twenty-three howmrs, besides
having a brush with' the Boers on the
way, killing six of them. A party or
seventy-five mounted: men: left Mochudi
and covered the same distamce in the
same time, their object being to seize and
destroy a stock of Boer ammunition,
| which they did. The enemy’s loss was
twemty-two. = The only. casusity on our
side was a wounded horse.

e o
We hope the city council will give the
'best possible consideration to: the points
'made in this paper touchinig-the Vieto-
rian-Chilliwack  by-law. There must
surely be some one who is responsible for
this project, and it is a remarkable
thing that no person has ventured to an-
.swer even one of the points-that have
:been made against the business-aspect of
the by-law, and yet Victoria is not a city
' whose people are averse to engaging in
newspaper discussion. We are well
aware that the points made by the Col-
onist cannot be suecessfully met, but the
extraerdinary thing is that the promoters
of the project have not thought it worth
while to say anything, although their
scheme has been demonstrated’ to be
hopelessly . bad as a businiess proposition
as it mow stands. We hope if the scheme
iis to be submitted to the people in the
form of a by-law, all these objectionable
features will be cleared up; for we
should greatly dislike to oppose:amy pro-
ject intended to give theécisland better
‘ connection with the mainland.'

. Letters to the Editor.

NOME  MINING LAWS.

Sir: With regard to Cape Nome’s
. great gold belt, I wish to emphatically
;Tefute the statements of Judge-Kenneth
.. Jackson, of the Yukon, appearing in
the Post-Intelligencer on the 21st of
'this month- His statements-are most
\ distinetly wrong. In his referenee to the
‘mining laws prevailing at Nome, and in
his assertion that the miners.-have made
'their own laws in conflict with the min-
'ing laws of the United States-applying
' te Alaska, I have to statethat this is not
the case. No minerss.or no miner's
. meeting, can make laws that are in con-
fliet with the'laws of the land. The
. Nome district being in-Alaska,. the min-
. ing Iaws of the United States mmst apply

that are in conflict.

With reference to Cape Nome, its his-
tory and its prospects,: lét me give Vie-
torians a few words of. caution. I should

and prepared to outfit himself for a two
years’ stay. With reference to Dawson,
Cirele City, Forty-Milé.- and Rampart
City—there is no money being taken
fromt these camps of the Yukom at pres-
ent; and those who intend going in this
winter I should advise to take as little
as possible. © One hundred dollars will
eover expenses from Skagway to Daw-
son.

At Nome last year- there were from
two to three thousand men engaged in
beach digging. From $200' to $300 per
man was taken out in from four to seven
weeks. This money-saved the men of
the camp from being-léft on the beach
and penniless. As- regards Viectorians
and British Columbiams generally, I
should say stop-and wait f!)r further de-
velopments in conneetion with the Cape
Nome country before going there. From
Cape Nome to Cripple river the beach
diggings have been worlked well over;
from Cripple river- to ©ape York has
been scratched by the: prospectors; and
from York to Port Clarence has been
well prospected.

Refuting Judze Kemneth Jackson’s
statements: in  tHe: Post-Intelligencer;. 1
would beg-to refer the reader and the

as regards Cape- Nome and. his decisions
in the matter of the beach claims. It is
a well-knewn . fact that when the
beachers were. drivem in from the Beach
at the instigation of those who claimed
it as mining claims, the decision was
handed down By Judge Johnson that the
beaclr should' be for those who: worked
it—and that no elaims can be taken or
staked by anyone wishing to acguaire ter-
ritory at Nome er Amvil City.
Jackson’s statements are

tirely in error. /
JOE MWRPHY.
Lol g

A SQUADRON COMMANDER.

Winnipeg, Dec. 27.—News was receiv-
ed here to-night that Capt. Williams,
D. ©. C. had been appointed to com-
mand “B” squadron eof the canadian
Mounged Rifles for Africa. The appoint-
ment is a most popular one, thongh Win-
Dipeggers will be sorry to lose their sol-
dierly and genial captain. Maj. Wil
liams is a son of the date Lieut. Col.
Williams, who commanded the Midtand
battalion in the Riel rebellion. -

A CHURCH BURNED.

Qmpl;eﬂmrd. Dec,: 27 —The Catholic|

here, ‘with  the entire contents;
ed by ‘fire yesterday.. The|

S PR

just ended a victorfems campaign and |

CLEOPATRA’S EMERALDS.

London Eqmps an Expedition to Search
for Wabled Mines Lost for
Centuries,

Somewhere in Bgypt are the riehest eme
erald mines i the world. When the fys.
cmating Cleopatra was queen these mines
Were a part of her possessions and she kept
2 mumber of slaves constantly engaged in
working them. Day by day, uiged om by the
lasih of the task master the slaves sought
for these rare gems and each day the out-
but of the mines was sent to the queen
This is a matter of history. 8o, too, is tha
fact that the beamtiful Clespatra Rad <,
many of these gems that shie was in the
kabit of bestowing them upbn these r‘>
whom she desired to show her favor.

When Cleopatra dEed the loeation of the
wines was forgotter. For years mines of
gold, emeralds and other precious stones
had been in operatien, and yet they dis»
appeared as mysterfously as they hag been
run. Whether or not the secret of their Jo-
cation had been'a state secret that was ¢,
be kept from the Roéman CONQUerors at ;)|
hazards is a matter that will proBably nover
be known, but the fact remains that the
Romans did not discover the mines and that
before the Egyptians had anotHer oppor-
tunity to operate them they had forgot
ten where they were. ¥or nearly two
thousand years the immense wealth in thes.
mines has remained unciaimed. More than
five hundred years ago an effort was made
to locate these properties but without suc-
cess, and at last the mines of Cleopatra
came to be regarded as a fable that had no
foundation in reality,

A few days ago, however, a small bnt
perfectly equipped expedition left Fonden
for the purpose of opening up the mines of
Cleopatra. The man who is at the head of
thig remarkable expedition is Edwin Street-
er, a diamond merchant in Bond street, Lon-
don, and Hé is so confident that he Bas dis-
covered the location of the buried wines
that he has entered into an agreement with
the Egyptian government by which he
agrees not only to bear-all 'the expense of
his explorations but aldo to share the prof-
its of his trip. In view of this fact he is
bromised protection by the government.

Mr. Streeter, who clafms to have made

is remarkable discovery, is 2 man of no
little ability. Not only is he a prominent
figure in thd cemmercigl Iife of Lendon,
‘but he is an explorer and archaeologist of
jrepute and an author of considerable re-
ncwn. Ome of his books, “Preciouy Stones
and Gems,” is alrdady in its sixth edition
land is regardéd as one of the few standard
| works In thls field of knowiedge. Under
these circumstances it is not strange that
1commercizl London should have been will-
ing to accept his remarkable story without
question.

According to the statement’made by Mr.
Streeter, the diamond merchant Tas known
of the Iceation of these mifies for more
than twenty years. Long-ago he had read
of the fomous Jebel Zabara mimes and of
the rich finds-that they yielded te the early
Fgyptians. He'had also studitd every page
of a story in which there was any mention
of the gold and jewels that Had been dug
from the earth to add to the wealth of Clo.
opatra. At:last he became perswaded that
such mimes had actually exiSted and that
they ha@ been buried in- order that they
might be kept from the hands ef the Ro-
mans, With this idea in viéw he went to
Egypt bent upon finding the mimes that had
once made that country one of the richest
nations in the world:

When he.returned he said mething about
his trip, but from time to time since then
he had paid mysterious-visits: to Egypt, and
it has been known that he was in diplomat-
i commun‘cation with the government.
Now that his secret is out he admits that
he was successful in: finding the mines on
the occasion of his first trip, that they were
within a stone’s throw.of one of the largest
of the ancient barracks and that he has
kept this secret all these years simply be-
cause he has been umable to make advan-
tageous arrangements with tive government.
For nmearly a quarter of a eeniury he has
known where these mines, so rich in pre
clous stones, were located, but he has been
nnsuccessful in, secaring the grant that
would enable him to operate them.

Onee during- this long period of waiting
it almost seemed as if the treasure was
within  his geasp. He had Iaid the matter
before Nubar Pashia and he was so favori-
bly impressed by the selveme that he prom-
ised Mr. Streeter a company of soldiers to
gmard the preperty, but he died, and as the
new government was mot friendly to the
idea another failure was seored.

About a year ago Mr. Streeter made an-
other effort to secure his grant of land from
the autherities and: finally, much to his sur-
prise, he was sueeessful. His concession
gives him the right te carry om his mining
operations within an area of about 140
square miles, on: aemdition that the govern.
ment be taken into partnership in the
scheme-and that;. at the end of five years,
he shall’ withdraw from the company en-
tirely:, Hard as: these conditions were, Mr.
Streeter was very gilad to accept them. as
he expects.to be able to mine a vast quan-
tity of the gems: during the yaars in which
his concessiay is: im force,

The land where these unique mining oper-
ations will be pursued lies imy the centor of
a’'vast mineral: field formed 3y a depression
In: a long mange of mountaims which, runs
all: along the Red Sea coasg In this terri-
%ory there are at least two, mines thgt will
be worked . ©Ome is aboutr 140 miles from

‘Edfu on the Nile and the other ig about

120 miles owerland from, the same point.
To reach either of these mines it will b
necessamy to travel by camel and t@e stones.
mined will have to be Brought to the Nilo
by the same means. Up to the presexa!
time this portion of the Arablap desert i~
practieally unexplore@ and Mpr. Strecter
expeets to make some importang discoveries
during the next five @ays.—Exchange.

BORN.

TOLSON—At Fozeley, England, Deccmber
22nd, 1899, the wife of the late C. W.
Tolson, of a son. ;

DIED,

CRAIGIE--At the residence of bis mother
(Mrs. Jobn L, Blackmore), No. 239 Yates
street,.on the 22nd instant, William John
youngest son of the late Thomas
Craigfe, aged 19 years and 7 months,

LESLOUIS—In this city on the 22nd Inst.,
‘Felix Leslouls, a native of Dieppe, De-
sJpartment de ' la Seine Infre,
TOLBODI-— At Fozeley, England, December
mm.-éﬁﬂ« Charics  Willtaw Tolsone i

rance,

year, i,

'Im'enqe increase in t

The

_fMarvel Conn Acq

in Her House
! Stred

_"Falling Down §

Believed to He
ed Her §

A woman known as
whose correct name |}
Mrs. C. L. Johnson, ¢
62 Broad street, last &
of injuries received £
stairs. Early Tuesda
mates of the house
crash, and going into
the unfortunate womaj
of the stairs, and the
lamp, which she had b
tered about the floor.
scious, and could con
-explanation of how the|
A physician was imm
and after he had mad
of the wounds ordered|
tal. This her friends 1
they obtained her eon:
regained consciousness
She was conscious all g
all she could remember|
tripped and fallen. T
that she had an apople
falling she fractured
skuil.

Sergeant Redgrave t
remains last evening
to the morgue, notifyi
The coroner decided
mortem examination
and an inquest in the

The woman had be
Victoria but a short
about a month ago thd
h'un.so in which she diel
tives in Northport, W

—_—
SURPRISED TH

Officers of the Charm
Rudlin With a Can

It s not often that getl
of the steamer Charmel
to be taken by surprise,
on Sunday last, when oH
the run over to Vane
waited upon him, and
respect and affection f
presented him with a hay
ed ebony cane, beariang
ficient inscription: “Capt|
cers of the Charmer,
handsome gift was ac(
following cordially word|

“We, the undersigne
S.8. Charmer beg your
small token of our ested
the spirit of good will
ing between captain and
tinue unbroken. In pr
this cane it is our wish
companfon for many yea
ing you a Merry Christ]
New. Year, we remain,

(Sd.) Thos. McLaughli
Heritage, Chief Enginee
lee, Second Engineer;
Engineer; J. D. Griffin
Leod, Mate; A. S. Ne
H. Moxon, Steward; T.
Clerk; W. Ahern, Baggag]

To say that Captain
completely by surprise”
ation but mildly. He wal
limit, and it was somg
found voice to express ]
the handsome gift and
ings evidenced by his offl

— 0
GOLDEN WH

Unusual Celebration E
on Christma

Mr. and Mrs. Charles
Hill, formerly of Saani
their golden wedding o
were married in Sprin|
December 25, 1849.. Tw
born to them, of whom
ing, and besides they hav|
With the exception of
were present at the cele)
their Lome was prettil;
couple came to Victoria
since resided on the Is
callers on Monday were:
the Misses Tolmie, Pos
Noah Shakespegre, Ald.|
ward, Mrs. and Miss Spo|
Mr. and Mrs. Newcomb)
sr.,, Mr. H. Young, Mr.
son. Mr. and Mrs. J. Bf
A. Booth, Miss M. Estes
Stuart Yates, Mr. T. W,
Pierre and daughter, M|
Monk, sr., Mr. and Mr4
Mrs. Bamfield, Mr. H.
Helmcken, M.P.P., Miss
and Mr. D. D. McTavis}t
. The health of the co
by Mr. H. D, Melfcken,
them on the event, one
kind held in this sectio
He spoke of the esteeiws 1
held and hoped that th
spared.

The list of presents fol

Mrs. G. A. McTavish
Higgins, gold belt; Mr.
Clanton, gold ice creamn
Spotts, gold mug; Mrs. {
cream jug; Ald. and Mr
gold flower pot; Mr. an
cake plate and cheque; J
gold tea set; Mr. and
speare, gold salid spoon
Barnswell, pair gold m
Booth, pair gold vases;
Carter, butter bowl; M
gold brooch; Mrs. M. Eg
saucer; Mr. and Mrs. §
fruit bowls; Mr. and
spoon; Mr. and Mrs. J. S
stand; Mr. and Mrs. H.
kerchief and cash; the N
brooch; Mr, John Tolmie,
Dr. and Mrs, 8. F. To
frame; Mr, Herbert Cart{
‘Mr. and Mrs. H. D. Heln
Mr. J. T. Plerre, cheq
(Saanich), cheque: Mr.
cheque; Mr, T. Alexande;
Mrs. D. R. Eer, pineush
pincushion; Mr. and M
Mr. and Mrs. G. W. And

The eveéning was Epen
‘supper in singing and d

‘party not ending up till

ing.

L. Mentho] Plagter e

‘that it is.useful for all

Tu d lame back,
e Duvis & Tawrente




