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Tugela. He wiU have ample time to province witfaeut Wtiaid of. minera 
Jnabe’all necessary preparations. the UWtvStatHE-i" Canada can

The report that fever is prevailing 
among the Boer force* at Modder Elver 
may wen be true. The burghers are not 
accustomed to the sort of life they must 
be nqiw living, and their appreciation of 
sanitary precautions is not likely to be 
very high. Sickness will play havoc 
with them if it once becomes serious.

=

It’s a Pleasure...Streets should be exhibit? Is St 
also essential that before the city in­
vests $500,000 1» a railway, of which 
this extension Is a vital portion, it'Should 
know what the extension is going to 
cost, at least approximately?

We have gone into this branch of the 
subject in some detail, notwithstanding 
the probability of the withdrawal of the 
bydaw because of the insistence by a 
majority of the council that before the
city puts up half a million dollars a like Lieut.-Ool. Peters will carry with him 
sum shall be secured from some other to the East the hearty goodwill of the 
source or sources. As we said some days people of Victoria and Esquimau, to 
ago, if the city is to enter upon a scheme whom he has endeared himself by his 
of -speculative railway promotion, such many estimable qualities.
a condition would be needless;, but even------------o------------
the promoters of this project do not In two Australian colonies recently 
claim that the city should do this. Their Premier» with vanishing majorities ap- 
exceektingly -modest request is that the ^or dissolution, which the Governor

in each case refused to great, calling in 
the opposition, jjg|ÉjS| 
found elsewhere in- this- issue.
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Perous appearance. |P9PRpiB ■ I 

The pictures relating to Victoria £ve a; 
view of the Parliament Buildings, eee of 
the Arm above Print BHUee bridge, one 
of Beacon Hill park, and a général- view 
of the city' from Mount Tolmie. They 
are all very good.

thsouglh China­
it presented a pros-snpply a vef-y limited number. None of 

the companies ate importing labor. We 
quote the concluding part of Mr. Kirby’s 
evidence, as reported by that Ross! and 
Miner:

The majority of mines do not pay, but 
are sinking money in the effort to find 
pay ore. Any increase of their burden 
discourages or stops the enterprise. A 
large pay mine, like any other producing 
business is a complicated affair, delicate­
ly adjusted to is conditions. A slight 
change is enough to destroy its profits 
and create a loss. Any persistent inter­
ference will “kill the goose that lays the 
golden egg.” A difference of two-terithe 
in the labor received for wages amounts 
to a profit in itself. Few mines .can stand 
such a burden if k is imposed upon therm. 
If unable to get relief by the contract 
system, niany mines must close. I need 
hardly add that capital is proverbially 
timid and nothing will scare it off so 
promptly as class legislation or labor 
trouble. _ .

Referring to the contract system, the 
witness said he never knew of contracts 
being objected to. Contracts did not 
tend to lower wages. If the average pay 
for contract work did not greatly exceed 
•the general wage paid, the miners would 
refuse to take contracts at all and the 
system would be ended. The great in­
ducement to take contracts in place of 
wages was the increased amount earned 
by the hard workers, 
miner could get Ms wages and take it 
easy When the shift boss was not 
around. Pay tinder the contract system 
always averages over the wage level 
of the district. This is a good arrange­
ment for all concerned; under the wage 
sustero the slowest man in the gang 
regulates the pace, but on contract work 
all the men work hard to earn good pay, 
and there is no loafing about. If the 
men do not earn more than the average 
wages, the foreman would not be able 
to let any cotitracts.

Æb-*°r yo,ir ^m
[DÆu

i
The story of Mafeiking suggests that 

the much-vàunted Courage of the Boers 
has its limits and-that they age very nar­
row. This little town has no strategic 
advantages, and is only garrisoned by a 
small force. It is open to an assault 
from more than one direction. Yet for 
two months and a half a Boer force, 
greatly outnumbering the garrison, lys 
•been investing it. A story from Boer 
sources states that when Gen. Cron je 
•was retiring from Mafeking to take com­
mand on the Modder "River, he said he 
had been fighting “devils not men.” The 
enemy thought their position at Belmont 
exceptionally strong. Prisoners taken it arbitrary arrangement, Which is not 
the battle said that they expected to hoM even supposed to have begun at ike birth 
it for three months, yet they were driven of Christ, each century might very con- 

a sharp action. The Boer veniently be made to end with the 09.
It is true that there never was a year 
0; but then we know that in point of fact 
there never was a year 1; that is there 
never was a year when people wrote 
the date A.D. 1. A correspondent asks 
where the new year will begin. This is 
also an arbitrary arrangement, but for 
convenience it is understood that the 
time changes at 180 degrees from Green­
wich, Chatham Island in the South Pa­
cific ocean is the first land to see the sun 
rise on a new day. At 8 p.m, Victoria 
time it is midnight on Chatham Island, 
and consequently -the new year will begin 
there immediately after 8 p.m. of 
time.

French Crystallized Fruits .... 35c. bo»
Malaga Table Raisins...........  25c ih*
Assorted French Nuts................. Ig'-
Crosse 6 Blackwell Plum Pudding 35c tin
New McLaren’* Cheese...............3gc
Mince Meat, 5 Ik palls................ it'
Fresh Island Eggs ............. 40r 1
Morgan’s Eastern Oysters, .. !. 75c. tin

ll\ v]+>■

iTHE END OF THE CENTURY.
ÜIThe Pope proposes that, so far as 

papal -chronology goes, the present year 
shell end the nineteenth century. We 
are rather sorry that the world generally 
will not accept the decision of His Holi­
ness. Of course -theoretically the cen­
tury will not end until the close of next 
year, but as the Christian era is a purely
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city Shall hand its money over to a com­
pany on whose board it shall be repre­
sented by one director only, which dear­
ly shows that -the control is to be vested 
in the holders of the $1,500,000 balance 
of the $2,000,000 stock.

IParticular» will be
just ended a victorious campaign and 
was planning to-.invade China. Count 
Tilly, victorious iir thirty-six battles, died 
of wounds received! at tile hands of Oua­
ta vus Adolphus in üto-Titth year. Charle­
magne was 68 at' the time of his last 
battle.

CLEOPATRA^ EMERALDS.
London Equips an Expedition to Search 

for Fabled Mines Lost for 
Centuries.

The railways in Cape Colony 
watched by a force of 10,000 
mostly Kaffirs, stationed witfim e quar­
ter of a mile of each’ other, 
watchman has three signal flags, 
watch is kept up day and night.

------------o------------
The alleged Fenism organizations in 

the United States talk of invading Can­
ada. If they start it is-to be hoped the 
United States government will not stop 
them; for the people of Canada would 
Kfee the contract of wipings them out of 
existence.

are
out after
fights well from cover, but if he has the 
courage to resist ap assault or to face 
en equal number of men in the open, 
field, he has yet to exhibit k.

Very much has been paid of the heavy 
casualties, but they are not in point very 
high, or rather they were not before the 
two last battles. At the fight et Modder 
River the killed and wounded only reach 
7% per cent, of our force engaged, which 
is far under the average of -the great 
battles of the British army. Thus Tal- 
avera had a casualty roll equal to 30 per 
cent., Salamanca reached 25, Vimiera, 
Vittoria, Waterloo, the Ahna, Inkerman 
and all the other great fights had a 
higher per centage than Modder River.

Will we take possession of Delagqa 
Bay? This is a question of great im­
mediate interest. This harbor and the

men,

THE CARIBOO ROAD-. Each
The J^ n^ere,5n aie the richest

“ ,he world- When the fas. 
w^e a W88 qaeen ‘“me mines

the taBfc “aster the slaves soughtnm ‘of th^mlf6™8 aDd each day *he^jt. 
5Ï.V " the mine» was sent to the queen 
Ihisis a matter of history, go. too- is t!>„ 
fact that the beawtiful Cleopatra trur 
-If « these gem, that me th'é
habit Of bestowing them upon those t„ 
whom she desired to show her favor.

When Cleopatra died 
mines was forgotten, 
gold, emeralds and other 
had been in operation

' We have had several letters- reoentiy 
concerning the condition of the Cariboo- 
road, which is said to be something hor­
rible. One traveler writes that wheh he 
last came dov^n from Barkerrilie the 
stage was eighteen hones- making six­
ty miles, although the distance was al­
most all the way down hill. From» QUes- 
nelle to Soda Creek the stage passengers 
were transferred to canoes, the road be­
ing so bad that the horses could only 
haul the baggage and mails. Seven- and 
a half hours were consumed , in going the 
next thirty miles. At times four horses- 
and once even six -horses could not haul 
the coach through the mud. These de­
lays were such that the passengers went 
twenty-three hours without food. The 
Writer of -the letter speaks of broken 
corduroy, which made it necessary for 
the passengers to get out and shove the 
coach. This condition of the road is due 
to the parsimonious policy of the Semlin. 
government, which is cutting down nec­
essary outlays in orders to make- the 
most favorable showing -possible on pa­
per when -the house meets. The result, 
will be that the successors of these gen­
tlemen will -have to spend twice as much 
money restoring the roads as would have 
kept them in good condition.

-»
A force of thirty Natal Carbineers 

rode out and arrested three ranchers 
peeted of disloyalty, and’ -brought them 
into Frere. 
coming was one hundred miles, and they 
covered it in twenty-three hours, besides 
having a brush with' the Béera on the 
way, killing six of them, 
seventy-five mounted men left Moehudd 
and covered the same distance in the 
same time, their object being-to seize and 
destroy a stock of Boer ammunition, 
which they did. The enemy's loss 
twenty-two. The only casualty on our 
side was a wounded horse.

sns-Otherwise the

The distance going and

A party orMr. Belyea was misreported in the 
Colonist yesterday. Be was represented 
as having said that Victoria should give 
$500,000 to -the Chilliwack!- scheme- “on 
such conditions as will prevent other 
municipalities from coming- in:” What 
he said was tbalt the conditions should 
be such -as would not prevent, etc.

------------ o------------
The- Boundary Creek Times- think» the 

defeat of the Semlin government is-likely 
to come at the end of the session;, be­
cause it says members Will win*’-to get 
the legislation in which they aj<è inter­
ested passed before a break-up.- We do 
not see why this consideration should in- 
fl hence- anyone. Defeat the government 
and pas» the necessary legislation after­
wards. A government defeat does not 
imply a new election.

the location of the 
For years mines 0f 

precious stones
appeared as mystertoasl/as they had’hron

ThStîer or not the secret of their?,, 
cation had been a state secret that 
be kept? from the Ktiman conquerors at -,u 
hazards Is a matter that will prolab.y “

We hope the city council will give the Roman^did not tUsrovw1 the^toLmd that 
best possible consideration to- the points before the Egyptians had anotfler oppoi- 
made in this paper touching:-the Victo- ten wh^o °“fem they h*’> forgot 
rian-CMJliwack by-tow. There must thousand years Vtamen£°we”îtoin the"',’ 
sRCPely be some one who is responsible for ™ nes hyrR remained unclaimed. More than 
this project, and it is a remarkable ?,Te,iîîî*S? years a^° an effort was made 
thing that no person has ventured to an- cess, and affalTte? o?1CTropatr,
swer even one of the pointa that have c™e to be regarded as a fable that had 
been made against the business-aspect of f<”mdatIrm la reality, 
the by-law, and yet Victoria is not a city Derfeet7v how?7.?r’ a amal1 hnt
whose people are averse to engaging in for the purpose of opening up t'temteof 
newspaper discussion. Wë are well ,.'fopatra- The man who Is at the head of 
aware that the points made by-the Col- er,1 diamond merehanklaBond'^f 
omst cannot be successfully met,, but the don, and Bè is so confident that he B-as di"- 
extraordinary thing is that the promoters covered the location of the burled mines 
of the project have not thought rt worth !?at h,'‘ haa entered Into an agreement with 
while to say anything, although their agrees nit ™,y toTnn the ex^e o'f 
scheme has been demonstrated' to be his explorations but also to share the prof- 
hopelessly bad as a business proposition its tr,P- In view of this fact he is
a» it now stands. We hope if ti* scheme 
js to be submitted to thé people in the Bis remarkable discovery, is n man of no 
form of a by-law, all these objectionable LltUe at,il$ty. Not only is he a prominent 
features Will be cleared up; - for we iÏÏ,1” commercial life of London, 
should greatly dislike to oppose any pro- j repute and "an^auThor &of coTiskSnrtlf rt 
ject intended to give thè -island better nrwn- One of his books, “Precious Stones 
coumcction with the mainland. !and Gems-’’ is already in its sixth- edition

and is regarded as one of the few standard 
works in this field of knowledge. Under 
these circumstances it is not strange that 
commercial Lbndon should hare been will­
ing to accept his remarkable story without 
question.

According to the statement? matie by Mr. 
Streeter, the diamond merchant bas known 
of the location of these mitres for more 
than twenty years. Long ago Be bad read 
of the f. mous Jebel Zdbara mines and of 
the rich finds that they yielded to the early 
Egyptians. He had also studied every page 
01 a story ill which there was amy mention 
of the gold and jewels that had been dug 
from the earth to add to thfe wealth of Cle­
opatra. At - last he became perswaded that 
such mines had actually existed and that 
they had- been buried in order that they 
might be kept from the hands of the Ro­
mans. With' this idea in- view he went to 
Egypt bent upon finding the mines that had 
once made that country one of the richest 
nations in the world;

When he returned he said nothing about 
his trip, but from time to time since then 
he had paid mysterious -visit» to Egypt, and 
it has been known that he was fn diplomat­
ic* commun’cation with the government. 
Now that his secret is out he admits that 
he was successful in finding the mines 
the occasion of his first trip, that they 
within a stone’s throw of one of the largest 
of the ancient barracks and that he has 
kept this secret all these years simply lie- 
cause he has been unable to make advan­
tageous arrangements with the government. 
For nearly a q-uarter of a century he has 
known where these mines, so rich in pre 
clous stones, were located, but he has been 
unsuccessful in. scouring; the grant that 
would enable him to operate them.

Once during this long period of waiting 
it ailmost seemed as if the treasure 
within his grasp. He had laid the matter 
before Nubar Pasha and! he was so favora­
bly impressed by the scheme that he prom­
ised Mr. Streeter a company of soldiers to 
gnard the property, hut be died, and as the 
new government was not friendly to the 
idea another failure was scored.

About a year ago Mr. Streeter made an­
other effort to secure Ms grant of land from 
the authorities and! finally, much to his 
prise, he was successful, 
gives him the right to carry on his mining 
operations within an area of about lip 
square miles, on oondStion that the govern* 
ment be taken into

our

MINES AND MINERS. was-o
At the investigation made by Mr. 

Clute at Rossland some very interesting 
and important facts were brought out. 
Mr. Bernard McDonald, general man­
ager of the B. A. C.’s properties, was 
one of the chief witnesses, 
into details of cases where, to his own 
knowledge, the passage of the eight-hour 
law had driven out Eastpm Canadian 
capitalists, and said that the fear of fur­
ther legislation along the same lines had 

. absolutely prevented large 
money from being invested here. He 
gave some statistics showing the invest­
ments of his company in this province, 
which have an important bearing upon 
the subject of mines and miners. We 
give them in detail:
Le Roi................
W. Le Roi............
E. Le Roi..............
Columbia-Kootenay
Caledonia ... F....................
Tootsie and Whoop-Up....
Hoskins ...............................
Argentine ............................
Wild Horse ........................
Examinations and options...
Improvements ....................
Supplies in stock................
Administration ...................

was toVICTORIA-CHILLIWACK.
town of Lorenzo Marques, which is the 
terminus of the railway to Pretoria, be­
long to Portugal. It is contrary -to the 
laws governing the conduct of neutral 
powers for Portugal to permit her terr- 
tory to be used for the- transportation of 
men and munitions of war intended for 
either of the belligerents. If it is right 
-for the Boers to get in men and arms 
over Portuguese territory to use against 
us, it is right for us to send in men- and 
arms the same way to use against them. 
We can illustrate the case by supposing 
that people friendly to the Filipinos 
should land an aimed force at Vancouver 
to be sent by rail to attack the Pnget 
Sound -towns. It is easy -to understand 
that Great Britain is averse to doing any­
thing against Portugal, with whom she 
has always been on the best of terms, 
and the seizure of Portuguese East Af­
rica would hardly meet with favor from 
the European powers. It might be pos­
sible, however, to take possession tem­
porarily of the railway terminus without 
giving offence. If it becomes necessary 
for the success of our plans to sieze this 
railway, it will .doubtless be taken—of­
fence or no offence.

-o—
We do not understand w-hat Mr. Bel­

yea bad in mind when he spoke at the 
city council of $4,000,000 being asked 
for a project that- would only cost $1,- 
500,000, mentioning this as though it 
were a proposition advanced by the Col­
onist. We have no recollection of hav­
ing mentioned $4,000,000 in connection 
with the Victoria-Chilliwack project. 
But Mr. Belyea’s observation makes it 
worth while to see just what foundation 
there is for calling this a $1,500,000 pro­
ject. Here are some figures the correct­
ness of which cannot be called In ques­
tion:
Capi tal stock of company.... $2,000,000
Expected subsidies .................. 300,000
Proposed bond issue................ 509,000
Outstanding V. & S. bonds. .. - 300,000 
Interest due on V. & S. bonds. 120,000

He went

no

sums of

Resident* on the Washington side of 
the Strait» of Juan de Fucai are daily 
expecting the promulgation • of an. order 
by the United States government setting 
aside the forest reservation which: has 
hitherto locked up 500,000 of very excel­
lent tond between the mountains-and the 
strait. This is expected to be followed 
by a great inrush of people, for the 
reason that very little land fit for settle­
ment remains in the hands of thv govern 
ment of that country.

■o
THE BRITISH ARMY.

The halbit is to represent the British 
army as a very small affair, because the 
dumber of men serving with the colors 
is far -below - the Continental standard. 
But when thé figures are totalled it will 
be seen that the available fighting force 
now enrolled is a very formidable con­

it is Made up as follows:

. .$3,950,362 00 

. . 921.675 17
- . 559,185 12
.. 471,165 21

31,291 63 
17.944 15 

7,530 Î4 
6,722 02 
4,185 24 

42,832 52 
39,682 48 
32,000 00 

106,186 25

Total
(The interest already on the V. & S. 

bonds is due by the road to the city and 
the province by the terms of the 
antee.j

Thus it appears that this project,which 
is talked of as involving only a million 
and a half dollars, appears on examina­
tion* to involve more than twice that 
amount.
meeting of the city council, brash this 
aside as -not worthy of consideration, 
but it the by-law ever gets before the 
ratepayers they will think about it very 
earnestly. Deducting from this capital 
cost of the road the proposed subsidies 
and we have left $2,929,000 upon which 
the road would have to 
At the meetings held throughout the 
city the promoters of the scheme rep­
resented that the road would have 
to earn interest on only $1,209,000. A 
difference of a million and three-quar­
ters dollars is, we assume, a matter that 
is really too absurd to be considered se­
riously.

We -have laid stress in considering this 
matter upon the necessity of informing 
the ratepapers how it is proposed to get 
from the V. & S. station on Hillside ave­
nue to the Çity Market and the E. &
N. depot, and have already shown that account of it* references to this- city, 
if Government street to the route chosen They will be at once favorably disposed 
the rails will have t*be more than 50 t0 Mr- Haldane, when they, read that 
feet above the present road level. If Victoria ie “ a city as remarkable for 
Douglas street is Chosen the elevation beauty in itself and its surroundings 
will not -be so great, but it will be suf- *n the qualities of its people,.all of which 
ficientiy serious. We assume that there bave made it a centre of intelligence - and. 
would be no difficulty -in bringing the V. refinement of the most attractive 
& S. to the Fountain on the present nature.” He tells of our city’s great 
street level. This would involve a drop wholesale trade and its high, favor with:
of 13 feet from the present level of the tourists. Our old friend, Judge--------- ,
rails, which could be managed easily comes in for a very nice compliment in
enough by starting far enough up the th*® connection and he tells his readers 
line to begin the descent, but what route that the Judge’s “ excellent lady and 
would be followed in getting to the their son and daughter, as well, as him- 
fountain, and what the land damages self, were as admirable specimens- of 
will be are both open questions and ex- elegant Victoria society 
ceeding important ones. From the possibly meet.”
Fountain to Pembroke street the dis- Mrs. and the Misses------- :— through the
tance is about 2,000 feet, and the drop suburbs, which he greatly admired. He 
in the level is 24 feet 6 inches. There found “the residential districts well
is a rise of 2 feet 6 inches to the next stocked with lovely and well gardened
street, i. e., Discovery, and in the next villas,” and “ the- commercial parts of the 
600 feet a "rise of 16 feet, and in the city rapidly advancing in splendor.” 
next 300 feet a ris| of a little over 3 Mr. Haldane is grieved to believe 
feet. From Cormorant to the Market that many fashionable people in England 
there is a drop of nearly 6 feet, and think that “ the ladies I am now refer- 
from the Market to the E. & N. Depot, ring to are only -beginning: to emerge 
a distance of 900 feet, a drop of 26 feet from a state of semi-barWism,” and to 
6 inches. To recapitulate: From the this he append* a description of the 
present level of the V. & S. to Pem- turnes in which they are supposed to 
broke street there is a drop of 37 feet 8 parade, their -hair “ ragged, tagged and 
inches; then comes a rise to Cormorant scragged,” falling
ot 21 feet 3 inches, and then a drop of together with fish-bone needles and
33 feet to the E. & N. depot, and all, grass-made twine. To- dispel this illu-
this through some of the principal streets sion he describes hto visit to a -tennis 
of the city and in e distance of less tournament, devoting half * page to 
than 5,000 feet. Moreover there are at lady, who wore a fiery scarlet hat with 
least two corners to be turned, which a white dress. As this was on August 
will involve the acquiring of property., 4, 1898, the lady reader* of the Colonist 
If any of the narrow streets east of can figure< out who she was who in
Douglas are utilized, the variations in Mr. Haldane’s opinion “ disfigured an
ievel will not be so great, but the streets otherwise beautiful costume."
Will be rendered practically useless for the situation- »p by saying that “rank 
residential purposes and there will still for rank, Victorians are quite equal to 
be the.corners to turn. In view of these the best in the Old Country ” 
considerations, which cannot be explained Mr. Haldane is very sanguine of the 
away, is it not absolutely essential that, future of Victoria commercially and a* 
before the city talks about granting any a residential city. He happened to be 

right of way for a railway through at lunch at the Boomerang when the 
the eityjrtreets, some information should Chemical Works were bunting, and he 
be forthcoming -as to the route to be thought the fine presented a yvrr re- 
titoeen *m « idatt .'firing the màfkabk spectacle. $ÿii%'qgil6oQ

$3,229,000

cern.

.145,560 

. 84,500 

.140,500 

. 11,700 

.262,500
British troops in India...... 72,150
Native troops in India. .. .151,140 
Colonial forces (about).... 70,000

Regular forces 
Army reserve
Militia............
Yeomanry ... 
Volunteers ...

guar-

It is proposed to erect a memorial in 
the parish, church of Botusfleming. and 
the town of Saitash, in Cornwall, in­
memory of that gallant soldier, Générai. 
Sir. William Penn Symons, who, fell I at 
the battle of Talana Hill, while leading, 
his troops forward in a 
lesson intended to show the Boers the 
mettle of British inflantry.
Kingsaie is at the head of 
ment,, of which F. A. Rawling, mayor of 
Saitash, is honorary treasurer. Contri­
butions are invited to be sent to -the 
honorary treasurer at Saitash, Cornwall, 
England. There ought to be 
i espouse.

-o-
Total $6,198,701 94 Letters to the Editor.Mr. Edmund H. Kirby, manager of

the War Eagle Consolidated and Centre 
Star companies, said their investment 
amounts to $3,500,000, chiefly of Cana­
dian money.
to the amount of money invested in 
other mining* properties, but as these 
two concerns represent nearly $10,000,000 

cables to deal with despatches. It is- ': fe probably well within the mark to 
safe to assume, however, that no very

The absence of exciting news from the 
seat of war does not prove that very im­
portant* work is not in progress there. 
A very rigorous censorship is being exer­
cised, and in addition to this the pressure 
et official and commercial business great­
ly restricts the capacity of the two

Mr. Belyea may, at the next
NOME MINING LAWS.938,050

If the Canadian Mounted Police and 
other police forces are included in the 
list the available total will foe swelled to 
about 950,000, which can foe easily in- 
crSised to a million. All this enormous 
force ie armed, drilled, uniformed and 
officered. It can all be relied upon 
either for offence or defence. So after 
all we are not so badly off.

Total .-.
great object Sir: With regard to Cape Nome’s 

great gold belt, I wish to emphatically 
refute the statements of 3 ildge-Kenneth 
J- Jackson, of the Yukon, appearing in 
the Post-Intelligencer on the Ztst of 
this month.- His statements - -are most 
distinctly wrong. In hie reference to the 
mining laws prevailing at Nome, and in 
his assertion that the miners have made 
their own laws in conflict with -the min­
ing laws of the United States applying 
to Alaska, I have to state-that tiers is not 
the- case. No miners,-. or no miner’s 
meeting, can make laws -that are in con­
flict with the' laws of the land. The 
Nome district being in Alaska,, the min­
ing laws of the United States must apply 
there, and no local laws -can tie framed 
that are in conflict.

With reference -to Cape Nome, its his­
tory and its prospects, let me give Vic­
torians a few words of caution-:. I should 
advise no one to go in unless -Be is ajble 
and prepared to outfit himself for a two 
years’ stay. With reference to Dawson, 
Circle City, Forty-Mile- and Rampart 
City—there is

We are without data
Baron 

the move-

say that the investments in mines in the 
Trail district reach at least $12,000,000.

Mr. Kirby said that the Le Roi 
tributes about 45 per cent, of the Boss- 
land pay-roll, hie company about 40 per 
cent., and other companies 15 per cent. 
Xu addition the War Eagle and Centre 
Star furnish almost the entire supply for 
the Trail smelter, and hence support the 
town of Trail. The Le Roi in like 
ner keeps up Northport, -but as that 
town is in the United States we need 
not take it into consideration, 
then, we -have two mining 
which maintain the city of Rossland and 
the town of Trail at their present pros- 
perity, and it is surely not unreasonable 
to say that in framing legislation for the 
control of mining, something else ought 
to have been considered than the de­
mands of a few miners, who may have 
been dissatisfied with

earn a pront.important event has taken place or we 
.would have heard of it. Nothing has 
been heard from Gen. French's column 
for several days. The last news repre­
sented him as moving slowly towards 
Colesburg from Arundel. Except that 
•Gen. Bnller moved his camp a short dis­
tance and that the Naval guns had fired 
* few shells into the Boer position on 
the Tugela, the operations of the Natal 
force are being kept secret. It seems 
to be taken for granted that heavy rein­
forcements are being sent forward to 
Builer, who will now find -himself con­
fronted with Joubert, the Boer leader 
being able to take the field again. Gen. 
Galucre reports that he has retaken 
Dortredht. This is interesting, especi­
ally as the Boer force retired without 
making any opposition. Dortrecht is a 
railway terminus north of the Stormberg 
range. It is reached by a branch of the 
road from East London. The occupation 
of this point renders it possible for Gat- 
aore to move a portion of his command 
around the Boer position at Stormberg 
Junction if he thinks it advisable to do 
so. Gen. Methuen reports all quiet at 
Modder River, and he is said to have his 
big Naval gnns so posted as to command 
the whole.Boer position. The news that 
■his wounded are rejoining him shows 
that his lines of communication 
fully open.

It is reported again that the Free 
Staters are growing disaffected. There 
may be something in this, and perhaps 
their retirement from Dortrecht is at­
tributable to a feeling that they have 
been fighting long enough, but it is as 
well to take stories of this kind with 
many grains of allowance. The Free 
Staters must realize that they have need­
lessly engaged in a quarrel that can have 
only one outcome.

con- a generous
-» -o-

AS OTHERS SEE US. Judging from present indications, 
effect of the South African war. will; be 
a great revival of the martial spirit all 
over the British Empire. The several 
governments should encourage this,, for 
there will be no more secure guarantee of 
peace to the world than for the Empire- 
to- emerge from this campaign armed to 
the teeth and ready to do battle any­
where on sea or land. What we would 
like to- eee ie a million men, all volun­
teers, ready to answer on short notice a 
call to arms, and this- in addition, to 
whatever force is necessary to make 
navy equal to that of any three- other 
nations.

------------ o------------
The- Grand Forks Daily Gazette-titinks 

that Mr. J. M. Martin, M. P. P., has as 
good reason to withdraw his support 
from the Semlin government as. Mr. J. 
M. Kellie, M. P. P., had to withdraw 
his from Mr. Turner, 
of the Grand Forks.mining dtotrict have 
been altered without, consultation, with 
Mr. Martin, who represents the constitu­
ency in which the district is. situated. 
The Gazette ought to recollect 
at present the government of British 
Columbia consists of one man,. Mr. F. L. 
L-arter-Ootton, and that a suggestion to 
His Supremacy from a hnmhte repre­
sentative would be An Unwarrantable 
Impertinence.

one-
Mr. J. W. C. Haldane, C. E., whom 

many Victorian* will remember, has 
written a book entitled “3,800 Miles 
Across Canada.” It is very nicely, illus­
trated. The publishers' are Simpkin 
Marshall, Hamilton, Kent & Co.,. Ltd.,' 
London. It to a very readable book, but 
its chief interest to Victorians- will be on

man-

onHere,
concerns,

no money being taken 
front these camps of thé Yukon at pres­
ent; and those who intend going in this 
winter I should advise to take as little 
as possible. One hundred" dollars will 
cover expenses from Skagway to Daw­
son.

At Nome tost year- there- were from 
two to three thousand" men engaged in 
beach digging. From $200 to $300 per 
man was taken out in from four to seven 
weeks. This money - saved’ the men of 
the camp from -being left on the beach 
and penniless.

onras

the conditions
under which they worked a year ago. 
Surely before a law, that was calculated 
to have a radical effect upon the profits 
of mining, was placed 
book, some effort ought to have been 
made to ascertain what its effect would 
be -upon that extremely important indus­
try.

on the statute As regards Victorians 
and British Ckthimtiiams . generally, I 
should say stop-and "wait" ror further de­
velopments in connection with the Cape 
Nome country -before going there. From 
Cape Nome to Cripple river the beach 
diggings have -been worked well over; 
from Cripple river- to Orpe York has 
been scratched by the- prospectors; and 
from York to Port Clarence has been 
well prospected.

Refuting Judge Kenneth Jackson’s 
statements- in the- Post-Intelligencer; I 
would beg to refer the reader and the 
nuner to Judge Johnson of the Yukon, 

’as regards Ca-pe Nome and his decisions 
in the matter of" the beech claims. It to 
a well-known

The boundaries

sur-
Hls concessionWe do not propose to discuss in this 

article the claim made that the eight- 
hour la-w ought not in fact to interfere 
with the mining industry. All the 
petent witnesses examined by Mr. Ghite 
have, so far as we have seen, agreed 
that it does.

as one could
He took a drive with that

are
partnership In the 

scheme and that\. at the end of five years, 
he shall withdraw from the company en* 
tlrely. Hard at* these conditions were.Mr. 
Streeter was very glad to accept them, as 
he expects, to be able to mine a vast quan­
tity of the gems daring the yaars in which

, v tort that when the hl" *” »? for«‘"
heachere were driven in from the beach Ia?d ?dlere these ,mlrlu* mlnlug opér­
ât the instigation- of those who claimed atlona wi," ** »™reuetl lles the cent,*- ofit as mining claims, the decision wm! ? wwt, m,neea,: ftaW formed a depression
handed down by Judge Johnson that the i» mountal-aI which, runs
beach should be tor those who worked 6h Keil,Sea coa8< In thls terrl"it—and that no rtsrrn», ™n Ko , tory there- are at least two, mines th*t willstaMbyany^^ngto ao^retrt- 19 « ™ ”‘!ea fhrom
ritorv «t NVwno. j ;"dfu on the Nile and the other ia about
Jackson’s ^ r ud8e 120 overland from, the same point,
thriven e^ «herofore en- To reach either of these mines it will b-

necessary to travel by caimel and t*e stones 
mined will have to be brought to the Nile 
by the same means. Up to the present 
time this portion of the Arabia» desert i< 
practically unexplored, and Mr. Streeter 
expects to make some important discoveries 
diuteg the next five days.—Exchange.

com-

The point wîiich we want 
to make is that legislation, calculated to 
embarras* and discourage the invest­
ment of capital, or which may have the 
tendency to compel the 
down the mine*, will affect more than 
the capitalists who own the properties or 
the men who work for them, 
at the very foundation of the prosperity 
of whole communities.
Columbia needs at this time is 
with sufficient courage and patriotism to 
do what to right, regardless of 
quencee.

—----------o------------
The Capetown correspondent of the 

London Daily Telegraph doubts if 
a country wae so divested of its male 
population as is the Transvaal. “ It is a 
land of women and girls,, boys under 15, 
and a few old men-. The"rest iare at the 
front in Natal or 
border.”

owners to close ever

It strikes cos-

What British 
some one

across the western 
He adds tjhat judges have 

been doing duty at Pretoria as police- 
Johannesburg, Pretoria and 

Bloemfontein are alleged on good auth­
ority to be deserted; orties, 
torical parallel we must go back to the 
cities of Greece daring the Trojan

------------o---- ;—>—
Xawd Roberts to 69 years old, which to 

a tolerably good age for a man who 
starts out to command a great army in 
the fieid, but Von Moltke was a year 
older when be planned the German cam­
paign against France in 1870, and 
companSed to the field King William of 
Prussia, then 78 years of age, who com­
manded the forces. Lord Raglan was 
67 when he died, in, command of the 
British forces before Sebastopol in 1855. n „
To go farther back Genghis Kahn was vrtmrrJ,P^ ’ -ReCÀ27’~.The Catholic

It is “ as you were ’’ with the troops 
in South Africa, and we are inclined to 
think there will be little change until 
Gen. Roberts arrives on the scene, 
less the Boers precipitate a battle; but 
as no one can foresee when a small af­
fair cut outpost* may develop into a gen­
eral engagement, it is always possible 
that sharp fighting may occur at 
time.

upon- dresses sewn
JOE MURPHY.men.const- 

passed for 
demagoguery and personal ambition to 
be allowed to dictate the policy of the 
province. We need a premier, a cabinet 
and a legislature that will grapple with 
the question without any regard to poli­
tical consequences, and give the prov­
ince a law that will meet the reasonable 
wishes of both miners end mine-owner*. 
We are confident that this can be done.

The time hasun-
A SQUADRON COMMANDER.

Winnipeg, Dec. 27.—News was receiv­
ed here to-night that Capt. Williams, 
D. O: C., had been appointed to 
“a®*! “B" squadron of the Canadian 
Mounted Rifles for Africa. The appoint­
ment is a most popular one, though Win- 
mpeggers will be sorry to lose their sol- 
merly and genial captain. Maj. Wil- 
fiams is a son of the late Lieut. Col. 
w imams, who commanded the Midland 
battalion in the Riel rebellion.

For a his-a

war.

BORN.
ey, England, December 
wife of the late C. W.

any eom-
TOLSON—At Foael 

22nd, 1899. the 
Toison, of a son.

The New York Herald's story 
that there was considerable discussion in 
the war office prior to the acceptance by 
Gen. Roberts of full command, must be 
accepted with allowance, although it is 
highly probable that Roberts ha* insisted 
that he shall not be hampered by in- 

It is absurd to

He sums

DIED.
CRAIGID-At the residence of bts mother 

(Mrs. John L. Blackmore), No. 239 Tates 
street, on the 22nd Instant, William John 
youngest son of the late Thomas 
Craigte, aged 19 years and 7 months.

I'K8LOT?18—In this city on the 22nd Inst., 
-Felix Legiouls. a native of Dieppe, De­
partment de la Seine Infre, France, aged 84 years.

Foapley. England, December 
29th. 1890, Charles William Toison» ia 

year.

ec-Mr. McDonald in his testimony depri- 
cated any attempt to prefer skilled min­
ers from coming into this province, for 
this would greatly retard mining devel­
opment. He said that we must look 
chiefly to the United States for skilled 

I miners. Mr. Kirby took the «âme po-

-structions from home.
A CHURCH BURNED.attempt to direct from Lqndon 

paign carried on in South Africa. 
Ladysmith being all weB, there to no

one aa cam-
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(From Thursday’s

*Fell Down
The-

'Marvel Conn Ac< 
In Her Houst

Stri

Falling Down l 
Believed to Hi 

ed Her

m-

m A woman known as I 
whose correct name i| 
Mrs. O. L. Johnson, d 
62 Broad street, last e] 
of injuries received fj 
stairs. Early Tueedm 
mates of the house w 
crash, and going intoi 
the unfortunate womaj 
of the stairs, and the 
lamp, which she had b| 
tered about the floor, 
sciousv and could coni 
explanation of how the! 
A physician was imnj 
and after he had maq 
-of the wounds ordered! 
tal. This her friends J 
they obtained her eonJ 
regained consciousness 
She was conscious all q 
all she could remember 
tripped and fallen. T| 
that she had an apopled 
falling she fractured j 
skull.

Sergeant Redgrave tj 
remains last evening a] 
to the morgue, notify]] 
The coroner decided j 
mortem examination ll 
and an inquest in the]

The woman had be 
Victoria but a short 
about a month ago thJ 
house in which she did 
lives in Northport, w]

!

SURPRISED TH
Officers of the ChariJ 

Rudlin With a Can]

It s not often that gei 
of the steamer Charme 
to be taken by surprise, 
on Sunday last, when 01 
the run over to Vane 
waited upon him, and 
respect and affection ft 
presented him with a hai 
ed ebony cane, bear::ig • 
fleient Inscription: “Capt 
cers of the Charmer, 2 
handsome gift 
following cordially word 

“We, the undersign el 
S.S. Charmer beg your 
small token of our estet 
the spirit of good will a 
ing between captain and 
tinue unbroken. In pri 
this cane It is our wish t! 
companion for many yea 
ing you a Merry Christ 
New Year, we remain, 

(Sd.) Thos. McLaughliz 
Heritage, Chief Enginee 
lee. Second Engineer; 1 
Engineer; J. D. Griffin; 
Leod, Mate; A. S. Net 
H. Moxon, Steward; T. I) 
Clerk; W. Ahern, Baggag 

To say that Captain I 
completely by surprise” 
ation but mildly. He wa' 
limit, and it was some 
found voice to express 1 
the handsome gift and c 
lugs evidenced by his offll

was ac

o-
GOLDEN W

Unusual Celebration H 
on Christina

Mr. and Mrs. Charles J 
Hill, formerly of Saanid 
their golden wedding o| 
were married In Sprinl 
December 25, 1849. Twl 

born to them, of whom 
ing, and besides they hav 
With the exception of 
were present at the cele 
their home was prettilj 
couple came to Victoria] 
since resided on the Is] 
callers on Monday were : I 
the Misses Tolmie, Posj 
Noah Shakespeare, Aid] 
ward, Mrs. and Miss Spol 
Mr. and Mrs. Newcomb! 
sr., Mr. H. Young, Mr. j 
sou. Mr. and Mrs. J. Ba 
A. Booth, Miss M. Estea 
Stuart Yates, Mr. T. Wj 
Pierre and daughter, Ml 
Monk, sr., Mr. and Mrs 
Mrs. Bamfield, Mr. H. d 
Helracken, M.P.P., Miss 
and Mr. D. D. McTavlsH 
. The health of the cod 
by Mr. H. D. Melfticken, I 
them on the event, one j 
kind held in this sectiol 
He spoke of the esteem li 
held and hoped that thl 
spared.

The list of presents fol
Mrs. G. A. McTavish I 

Higgins, gold belt; Mr.I 
Clanton, gold ice creand 
Spotts, gold mug; Mrs. d 
cream jug; Aid. and Mrd 
gold flower pot; Mr. an] 
cake plate and cheque ; 1 
gold tea set; Mr. and a 
speare, gold salid spoonl 
Barnswell, pair gold m 
Booth, pair gold vases: I 
Carter, butter bowl ; Mi 
gold brooch; Mrs. M. Ea 
saucer; Mr. and Mrs. S 
fruit bowls; Mr. and N 
spoon; Mr. and Mrs. J. q 
stand; Mr. and Mrs. H.l 
kerchief and cash : the M 
brooch; Mr. John Tolmie, 
Dr. and Mrs. S. F. To] 
frame; Mr. Herbert Cart] 
Mr. and Mrs. H. D. Held 
Mr. J. T. Pierre, chequj 
(Saanich), cheque: Mr. 1 
/cheque; Mr. T. Alexandei 
Mrs. D. R. Ker, plncushl 
iplncushlon; Mr. and Mr] 
Mr. and Mrs. G. W. And

\

The evening was spei 
•upper in singing and \ 
"party not ending up till 
looming.

V ImS o—
enee increase In 1 

&. L. Menthol Plaster 
that it Is useful for al 
lumbago and lame back, 
etc. Davis & "Lawrehci 
•facturera.
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