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LEGISCATIVE ASSEBLY

[A SEMI-WEEKLY. COLONST THU

‘Songhees Reserve' Negotiiﬁons the
Subject of a Want of Confi-
dence Resolution.

0

Proposal for Steamer Facilities in
Cariboo and Cassiar Explained
and Discussed.

An Amendment to the Redistribu-
tien Bill to Increase the Mem-
bers to Thirty-Eight.

TUESDAY, May 3.
One of the most important things in
the house was the second reading of the
Cariboo-Omineca bill, which went
through with but little criticism. The
government brought in an amendment
to the Redistribution. bill making the
number of representatived 38. The Min-
eral bill was ameong those passed and
several measures were moved along a
stage or two. 4
The house opened without prayers.
The Mineral Act Amendment bill and
the Small Debts Amendment bill were

vead a third time and passed and so
was the Truck act.

The Speedy . Incorporation of Towns
act and the Dyking Works Construction
#%bill were put through: the cemmittee
atng& and reported complete-with amend-
anents. . ;

CARIBOO-OMINECA COMPANY.

Hou.'Mr. Turner in moving the second
reading of the bill to condirm the agree-
ment between the Province and I'. Owen
and W, J. Stokes and to incorporate: the
Cariboo-Omineca Chartered company ex-
plained ‘shortly the object of the bill and
said that as every member of the house
must know the opening up and improve-
ment of navigation between Quesnelle-
mouth and North Tacla lake was' of
great importance to both the Omineca
and Cariboo distriets. It wouid bring
into. easy communication the northern
portion of the province and assist in
opening up a country that had not only
resources of mineral but large districts
suitable for agriculture and stock rais-
ing. It was proposed by the cumpany
not only to put on steamers but to im-
prove the navigation of the streams and
to put in lines of tramway. The com-
pany were asking very little indecd whiie
the advantage to the province was great.
All the company asked was to be allowed
to purchase six tracts of land of uot
more than 640 acres each for $1 an acre,
The company would not get a land
grant unless they complied with the
terms of their agreement, while the
blocks of land were no larger than might
alr;eady be purchased under the land
act. S

Mr. Semlin agreed that the company
were asking very little, but lhere had
‘been a steamer on those northern waters
twenty-five years ago. He thought that
the company might get an advantage in
townsites unless the Land act spplicd.

Hon. Mr. Turner replied that the Land
-act did apply.

Mr. Sword had no doubt that tke
-agreement in the bill was a bhona fide
‘one, but apparently the compainy couid
-get their Crown grant at once on mak-
dng_their survey. There shoull be se-
weurity given that the company wounid
«warry out their agreement. -

Hon. Mr. Eberts said that the land
could not be got by the company unless
their agreement was carried out. The
schemeé was_a good one and properly
carried out would open up a !arge ox-
tent of country and be a great bocon to
people going to the morthern part of
the province. It was true that a small
‘steamer had made a single trip once to
”Tac_la lake but to make the waterways
-mavigable a great many improvéments
were- necessary and these the company
-agree to make. This wouid give con-
tinuous navigation from Quesuellemouth

vto close to the Omineca country.

Mr. Kidd apparently seemed to fear
that the company would be priviieged to
-sell liquor without a license. Mis re-
marks, however, were almost inaudible
and indeed the whole discussion was
~carried on in such a conversational tone
that the reporters had great difficulty in
Yhearing what was said and th2n only in
fragments. T

Hon. Mr. Eberts explained that the
company certainly would not be allowed
to'sell liquor without a license.

Mr. Williams was of opinion that there
was no secn;ity in the bill thet the com-
pany would carry out their agreement.

e agreed that the comipany were ask-

ng very little and could not understand
how the company were wiiling to do
what they said for such smail coneces-
sion. Perhaps it was that they hoped
to get hold of some timber land. He
was afraid there was something hidden
behind the bill: ;
* Hon. Col. Baker agreed with Mr. Wil-
jiams that the company were asking very
qittle. There was practically nothing in
it. However, the company :i:sked for
the bill and there was no rcason why
they should not have it.

Mr. Adams was sure the bill- was a
very modest one and in remy to Mr.
‘Semlin he said that while thers was a
small steamer got up to the lake one
year the navigation was never tested as
{he steamer, was not brougat back again.
He had ?uch pleasure in smpporting the
bill which he believed woull be cf zreat
good.

Mr. Kennedy was afraid the hill gave
the company rather wide powers 2s
transportation eompanies.

Mr. Rogers said it mcutioned very
definitely where these powers wera giv-
en. The bill was.a very desirable one
and would enable the settlement of dis-
tricts not at present easy of access.

Mr. Hunter in supporting the bill felt
sure it would be a most popular one 1
the northern portion of Cariboo and
Omineca. He had last year seen quite
a number of people bound up to the
northern districts and he was sure that
such communication as the bill proposed
to give would be exceedingly useful. Be-
sides the province was giving very little
indeed for it.

Mr. Williams: “That is . the most
-suspicious thing about it.” ¥

Mr. Hunter could not agreewith this.
The company were apparently well
satisfied with the bill and expected to
make something out of trading and no
doubt hoped to do well in the transpor-
tation business.

Mr. Higgins, like Mr. Semlin, thought
that there ought to bé more safeguards
in the bill. He took some exception to
the sections relating to the selection of
the lands.

Hon. Mr. Turner: “You do not under-
stand the Land act if you do not. think
that anyone to-day could select equally
‘large blocks of land.”

Mr. Cotton, while thinking the act
-somewhat ambiguous in places, did not
consider that there was anything hid-
den or suspicious abaut the hill. Prob-
ably the companv thought thev would
“be able to float their scheme better if
they had a charter from the house.

~ Mr. Huff-would have opposed the bill
had there, been any disposition in it to
give away lands or-tie up resources. He
objected “to. giving away lands to_rail-
ways or for any other purpose. How-
ever, ‘ this bill ‘really gave no_further
privileges thay were possessed under the
};and act and therefore he would support
i :

The second reading was carried.
RETURNS.

A return presented by Hon. G. B. Mar-
tin of correspondence relating to the
land grant to the Cassiar Central Rail-
way contained a request from the com-
pany dated June 14 that the company be
allowed to designate the four mile square
blocks by a large cairn of stones erect-
ed in the centre or a large post on a
mound of -earth with a notice. This re-
quest was granted by order-in-council on
June 26, 1897. The draft lease of the
company from the government was also
enclosed in the return and also a notifi-
cation by the company dated June 21.
1898, stating that the terminus of the
railway was. fixed at near Glenora and
enclosed a plan of the lands selected for
the terminal site and also of the first
five miles of the road. The approval of
the Lieutenant-Governor-in-council to
ihis is enclosed and is dated April 18,

Hon. Mr. Martin presented returns of
the official reports in respect to Burnaby
small holdings. .

Hon. Mr. Martin presented a return
of the number of Chinese tenants of the
Crown and particular of the property

occupied.
NEW BILLS.,

Hon. Mr. Eberts introduced a bill to
amend the Jurors’ act; also a bill to
accelerate  the incorporation of Revel-
stoke.  This latter bill he would have
brought down sooner had it been pos-
sible, to have prepared a map more
quickly: ¢

Hon. Mr. Eberts also introduced a bill
relating ‘to medicine and surgery.

These bills were all read a first time.

- REDISTRIBUTION.

Hen. Mr. Turner brought down by
message from the Lieutenant-Governor
an amendment to the Redistribution bill
increasing the number of representatives
to 88. It was referred to the committee
of the whole on the Redistribution bill.

PROGRESS ON BILLS.

The report on the South East Koote-
pay Railway bill was adopted and the
Vancouver City Amendment bill was
further considered in committee, the
committee reporting progress and asking
leave to sit again.-

Mr. Hunter in moving the second
reading of the -British Columbia Great
Gold Gravels Dredge Mining Company
bill, said that Mr. Cobledick, whose
name appeared in the bill, had for some
time past, travelled over a large por-
tion of the country and had come to
the conclusion that a great deal of ‘the
gold gravels not now utilized might be
treated profitably by the new and-im-
proved method he intended to use. That
was the object of the bill and all the
company asked was.incorporation. °

The second reading was carried.

The house then rose for recess.

SONGHEES RESERVE.

After recess Mr. Helmcken resumed
the debate on his motion that whereas
negetiations were lately depending be-
tween the Dominion government through
it special representative, J. A. J. Mec-
Kenna, and the provincial government
‘touching the removal of the Indians from
the Songhees reserve, which were with-
out result: and whereas it is highly desir-
able that negotiations should be resum-
ed without delay in order that the ques-
tion may be definitely settled: be it
therefore resolved, that the Lieutenant-
Governor be requested to communicate
with the Dominion government, request-
ing that government to instruet its com-
missioner to proceed in accordance with
the terms of the resolution of this house
dated 28th January, 1896. The reserve,
be said, was made in 1850, on the condi-
tion that the village sites and enclosed
fields were to be for the use of the In-
dians, their children and those who fol-
lowed after them and a right to hunmt
and fish over the rest of the reserve. In
early days the Imperial authorities took
a great deal of interest in the matter
as shown by letters that passed between
Sir James Douglas and the Imperial au-
thorities. The Dominion government
had also been exceedingly jealous of the
rights of the Indians under their charge.
The position of the province he took was
a very strong one and so far as British
Columbia was concerned the treaty with
the Indians secured the lands to the In-
dians as long as they lived on them. By
the terms of union the trusteeship of the
Indians was assumed by the Dominion
on as liberal terms as had hitherto been
carried on by British Columbia. The
provinee held a very strong position as
to the ownership of the reserve. The
upshot of the negotiations to try and
remeve the Indians resulted in Mr. Mec-
Kenna being sent out as a commissioner
te try and settle this very vexed ques-
tion. In 1885 when the Dominion gov-
ernment wished to erect immigration
sheds on the reserves and the Indians
took an action against the contractor_ to.

obtained the consent of the Imdians, Sir
Matthew Begbie issued an injunction re-

the sheds. The provinee were not a par-
ty to the action but their position was
that they had the right to the iurerest
in the reversion of the property.
down to the question what was the best
way to get the Indians removed? He
believed the best way.was to meet the
Indians and get the terms upon which
they are ready to leave; As the Domin-

ed. Between the Province and the Do-
minion government-he hoped that some
arrangement ﬁeuld be come to for re-
moving the T

ship to the Indians. That was the posi-
tion he took in 1896. In going into the
matter there are other interests to con-
sider. He understood that the Dominion
had given the E. & N. railway the rights
to part of- the foreshore from the railway
bridge to the point. The whole™ ques-
tion’ was one which required a great
deal of tact to settle. The province un-
doubtedly had the fee of the land and

that was the reason the Do-
minion government had asked the
province to assent to the giv-

ing of nineteen acres to the E. & N.
railway. The provéhce had not consent-
ed to this. As far as the right of way
was concerned the assent of the Indians
had been obtained. He quoted at some
length from the correspondence present-
ed to the house seme time ago on the
subject of the negotiations. The position
was that the Dominion and Provincial
goveriments could not come to terms.
For himself he wanted to see the Indians
justly treated and yet it seemed that the
settlement was as far off as ever. He
wanted to see the province retain its
rights and not surrender them. In order
to deal with the Indians the province
should be prepared to deal on a broad
and liberal basis. He was disappointed
that the question was no nearer-a settie-
ment than it was before the negotiations
began. He wished, too, to see the rights
of Victoria safeguarded in any dealings.
He could see no other way of settling
the matter than te leave it to the set-
tlement of a tribunal composed of one
commissioner appointed by the Dominion
npother by the province and in ecase of
disagreement a judge of the Supreme

stop them. The contractor mot having|

straining the contractor from erecting|

It came |

ion government were .the trustees they |
would see the Indians’ rights safeguard- |

dians without any hard-|
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court.” He thought such a commission |
could settle iz at f: very’ ef] sla dag. |, 7

Mr. . Semlin said the é ution was
practically a, copy ‘of, the' resolution
passed two years ago. He could not see
what information Mr. Helmcken had for
believing that the matter could be any
mare readily settled than hitherto. For
this subject had come up very frequently
for the last twenty-five years in the
house. If it was in the interest of the
province to settle the question, the pro-
vince ought to be ready to make some
sacrifice. It was for the people of the
province to say how far they would’ go
in this. -He believed that the provihce
. would have done well to accept the con-
ditions proposed by Mr. McKenna. He
moved in amendment:

“Whereas, various resolutions have
been passed by this legislature, urging
upon the Dominion government the de-
sirability of securing the remqval of the
Songhees Indians from their present re-
serve within the eity of Victoria: and
whereas the existence of the said reserve
in its present locality is a_detriment to
the said city: and whereas it is desirable
in the interests of the Indiaps, that they
should be removed from the contaminat-
ing influence of city life: and whereas
negotiations have been carried on be-
tween the Provincial and Dominion gov-
ernments, resulting in J. A. J. MeciKen-
na, duly accredited by the Dominion
government, visiting Victoria with a
view of -arrangng with the provincial
government equitable terms for the re-
moval of the Songhees Indians and their
reserve: and whereas, as shown by his
letter of 25th September, 1897, J. A. J.
McKenna, Esq., was prepared to advise
the Indians to accept their rehabilitation
in another reserve, and the funding for
their benefit of the amount to be deriv-
ed from the sale of the nineteen acres
occupied within the reserve by the Es-
quimalt & Nanaimo Railway company
as a full and satisfactory settlement of
their eclaims to compensation: and
whereas the cost of such rehabilitation
could not have been excessive; and
whereas this proposed arrangement fail-
ed, through the refusal of the provincial
government to give their assent: and
whereas J. A. J. McKenna, Esq., on be-
half of the Dominion government, after-
wards made the following proposal: to
the provincial government for the “re-
moval of the Songhees Indians and re-
serve: ‘On the provincial government
passing an order-in-council comcurring,
without prejudice to the claims of either
government to Indian reserves in the
province, in the disposal by the Domiinion
of the Songhees reserve, the Dominion
government would agree to secure w:;tl_l-
in two years (afterwards expressing his
willingness ‘to- reduce this time to one
year) from the date of the said order,
removal of the said Indians, and to fand
for their benefit, subject to the laws ‘of
the* Dontinion in respect to Indian trust
funds, the proceeds derived from the sale
of the lands comprised in the Songhees
reserves, less such amount as may be
expended in procuring a new location
and effecting the removal and rehabilita-
tion of the Indians, and in disposing. of
the land in the present reserve, the pro-
vincinl government to be relieved of any
expenditure or responsibility in the mat-
ter’: and whereas, in the acceptance of
either of these proposals, the provincial
government could have secured the re-
moval of the Songhees Indians and re-
serve without relinquishing any rever-
sionary right the provinee may have to
the said reserve or the proceeds of its
sale: resolved, that this house regrets
that the government, in administering
the affairs of the province, failed to ac-
cept the reasonable terms offered for the
removal of the Songhees Indians and re-
serve by the Dominion, thereby jnjuring
the best interests of the city of Victoria
and the Songhees Indians, and neglected
to carry out the expressed wishes: and
desires of this house.” -
Hon. Col. Baker said there was no
doubt the amrendment was intended as
a censure on the government. If Mr.
Semlin had mo other cause of censure
than that the province had reason to be
very “well satisfied with the government.
The first duty eof the government was: to
consider the interest of the Indians and
then the interest of the province. It was
not to the interest of the Indians to. be
on a reserve in the centre of the city.
The government had every reason to be-
lieve that the Indians would consent to
move, but they occupied the land 'by
right of a treaty that treaty had 'to be
examined. The government felt that if
the Indians would oceupy another por-
tion of land amd if a commissioner ap-
'pointed by the Dominion and one by the
'province could come to terms the pro-
‘vince was ready to rehabilitate the In-
dians and to sell the present reserve for
the benefit of the province. The last Do-
minion government appointed a commis-
siener and so the province, a change of
government left the thing in abeyance
when he wus in Ottawa he had seen the
members of the government on the sub-
ject. Had there been the commission in
operation they would_ soon have known
definitely if the Indians would move
voluntarily. Now that was not definite-
ly known. Hon. Mr. Sifton, when he
'was here had interviewed the govern-
ment @nd the vesults had been the-cor-
respendence before the house. Yetethe
leader. of tfre, opposition tries to gve
'a vote-of cemsmre because 1':he province
had not surrendered its rights. _,_The
matter -was still in abeyance and if; a
commission were appointed the matter
might still be settled, but certainly - it
would have been a mistake for the pro-
vince to hastily surrender their rights.
He thought Mr. Helmcken's proposal
that thereé should be a commission was
a good one. The province should not
'act hastily and sacrifice their rights
either at the dictation of the Dominion
government or the leader, of the oppo-
| sition. e
Mr. Sword believed that the province
' had suffe loss in not having the set-
tlement of the matter before this. The
government had given no good reason
why they had failed to come to an un-
derstanding with Mr. McKenna. He did
not see where the provincial rights were
affected in it. He thought the Domu-
ion government could administer the
Jand jast as well as the province. Ualess
some better reason was ziven than that
by the provincial secretary the proper
course would be to support the amend-
ment of Mr. Semlin.

Hon. Mr. Turner was sorry to see an
offort made to turn the question into a
political one. That was very .plum by
the way certain of the opposition press
took it up. They had showed gross ig-
norance on the subject .by the oppwsi-
tion press of this city which had cinimed
that had it been accepted a large amount
would have been made by the taxation of
the land. As the land would have beon
government iand such a result would
not have immediately followed. The
amendment also showed great ignorance.
Mr. Semlin should have gone into the
subject and not allowed himself to be
made a cat’'s paw of. Ne such statement
appeared in the correspondence as this
section in the amendment.

«“And whereas, as shown by his letter
of 25th September, 1897, J. A. J. Me-
Kenna, Esq., was prepared to advise the
[ndians to accept their rehabilitatien in
another reserve, and the funding for
+heir benelit of the amount to be derived
from the sale of the nineteen acres occn-
pied with the reserve by the Esuuimalt
&% Nunpaimo Railway ecompany as a fall
and satisfactory settlement of their

claims to comnensation,”
l The, fact of the case was that the nine-

’

- T

teer acres snd the whole of the yeserve
(had to be sold and the whole proceeds
funded—not only of the nineteen acres.
It appeared that Mr. Sword-had fallen
into the same mistake as well. Thro

all -Mr. ‘McKenna's' letter- a doubt was
thrown on the matter 1s to ‘whether the
province had .a reversionary right fo the
land. There is a fund now of $11.000
from that reserve ostensibly Kept in trust
for the Indians. - W
gonc into | the - consélidated - revenue.
What benefit was it to the Idians to
have $11,000.in one’s pocket and kecp it
there? If.it is a fact, and he believed it
was, that not a cent of the money had
gone to the Indians, what bétter cus-
todian was the Dominion than the prov-
ince? If that money was used for the
benefit of the Indians there mouid be
something reasonable in that. The op-
position should have moved a vote of

Ry

Where was it? It had,
: Apriil 30, there was in the treasury

sdid he would give notice of a question
instead. A
.. QUBSTIONS ANSWERED.

In answer to Mr. Higgins Hon: Mr.
Turner stated.that the ameunt due the
Bank of British Columbia on February
28 last was $225,240.69; on: March 31,
$269,570.06; on April 30, $287,485. Casn
on hand at the treasury and in the Rands
of agents on Kebruary 23, was $38.-
231.10; on March 31, $41,256.81; and on

(agents’ returns not in) $35,088.

Mr. Higgins asked how the sums ap*
pearing i the public accounts on: depos-
its intestate estates depositors’
suitors’ fund and Nakusp & Slocan
earnings of .road) had been invested! and
what was the interest therefrom?

Hon. Mr. Turner replied that none of’
these had: been specially invested.

congratulaticn that the government had
been careful of the rights not anly ot the
province but of the Indians. There was
a question that that reserve was in a
different position to other Imdian re-
serves and it was proper for the province
to see that its rights were preserved. A
settlement was almost come to two years
ago when the Province and Dominion
had each appointed a commissioner and
good. way was being made in treating
with the Indians by thesprovincial com-
missioner before the commission met and
he was satisfied that if that commissioin
had met the matter would have been set-
tled ere now. He trusted that Mr.
Helmcken's resolution might be carried
witkomt amendment as that would g.ve
a very proper method of settling the
matter.

Mr. Forster argued that the great ob-
stacle in the way of a settlement had
been the desire of the province to zet a
portion of the proceeds of the land. He
failed to see what other interest the
province had than the reversionary inter-
est. That could mot come into effect
until the death of the last Indian. In
quoting from yellow book as to the con-
ditions under which the reserve was
made over to the Indians he read that
the proceeds of the sale of lands should
be used for the benefit of the Indians.

Hon. Mr. Turner: “Were they?”

Mr. Forster admitted that the $11.000
might not have been spent by the Do-
minion government but he held that the
Dominion government were holding it in

fore 1890 that the provimce had made a
claim to the reversionary interest in the
land. Mr. McKenna had made his offer
without prejudice to the . reversionary
rights of the province. The province had
tried to make the Dominien go back on
the principles on which the Indians had
always been treated.
Hon. Mr. Eberts did not think that the
ition had understood the subject.
They had tried to get up a political ques-
tion on it. They had been repalsed at a
public meeting and now were trying to
get a vote of censure passed on the gov-
ernment by the house. Years ago the
Hudson’s Bay Company had entered in-
to an agreement with the Songhees band
giving them a possessory right to the re-
serve—that was all the right that the
Indians acqnired as the highest awthori-
ties showed. He read the treaty which
had been referred to by Mr. Helmcken
at the beginning of the debate. It was
the duty of the government to keep up
the rights ihat had been granted the
Indians. Under the terms of umion the
British Columbia government agreed to
convey from time to time to the Domin-
jon reserves necessary for the Indians.
Did the Dominion government eclaim
that the arrangement between Sir James
Douglas and the Indians had to be kept.
If they did then the Indians had nothing
but a possessory right to the land. The
province had a reversionary right in the
property as the judgment in the case of

down. It had always been the desire

only for the benefit of the city, but for
the Indians. The Dominipn'govennment
eventually agreed to go into the ques-

ing that the land to be given in lieuw of’
the reserve should be given in fee to the
Dominion. The change of government
at Ottawa interrupted the negotiations
and finally Mr. McKenna was sent out
to confer with the local government.
The introdacer- off the amendiment had
not understood the question as shown by
the words quoted from it byjHon. Mr.
Turner, Mr. McKenna had wanted' the
province to agree to surrehdér the nine-
teen acres and then the Dominiop would
see what could be done with-the Indians.
Mr. McKenna had offered also that if
the province gave up all the rights of the
province in the reserve and the Domin-
ion would agree: to remove the Indiams.
This the local government refused. No
arrangement could be come to g.vnxi
though the province were most anxiows:
to have the lndian® removed the pro-
vince could not agree to give up the
provincial rights.. The province was
quite willing to submit the matter fo
two commissioners. with a referee Im
case of disagreement, and this Fe feit
was the only way in which tle matter
could be settled:”” '

Mr. Williams. said that if the pro-
vincial government had any right a re-
versionary rigat-in the reseve the ques-
tion should Before now lave been
brought before acourt of law and set-
tled. The Domihion government were
the owners of the land in trust for the
Indians with: perliaps a' reversionary
right to the province, but with that the
legislature had notliing to do. The ques-
tion with them was the removal of the
Indians and tie offer of' Mr: McKenna
he thought was a fair one:

The amendment was lost on the fol-
lowing divisioa:

For—Messrs. Sword, Kennedy, Hume,
Forster, Kidd, Vedder, Williams, Sem-
lin, Cotton, Graliam and Macpherson—

h -

Against—Messrs. Huff, Smith, Mut-
ter, Helmcken, Baker, Turner, Martin,
Adams, Higgins, Stoddart, Walkem,
Pooley, Eberts, Bryden, Rogers, Helm-
cken, Irving; Braden and’ MeGregor—19.

The main resolution was: then put and
carried, and the house adjourned.

NOTICE OF QUESTION.

By Mr. Forster—What amount has
been paid to the government in rent and
fees by the Quesnelle: Dam Co., since its
incorperation.

WEDNESDAY, May 4.

The Redistribution bil! passed through
the ecommittee stage after the amend-
ments of the Ateorney-General hgd been
carried, giving West KXKootenay four
members instead of three. The Railway
Aid bill was. intreduced during the after-
noon and was read a first time.

The. house was opened with prayers
by Rev. Mr. Swinerton.

Mr. Kidd moved for an ordew of the
house giving a statement of the authority
by which reyalty is collected on cord-
wood cut on lamd acquired previous to
the year 1896.

Mr. Speaker pointed out that this wes
apparently a mixture of a resolution
#nd a question and that if Mr. Kidd
wished to get the information it wonld
appear better to ask a question. ‘In this
present. form the resolution might he ount

of arder though he wauld give a decision
Iwnthout further couwsidering the mat-

) ter, :
| M Kldt} withdrew, the resolution and

trust for the Indians. It was not be-,

St. Catherine Milling Company laid \were acting for the good of the countiy

of the province to get the Indians re- o semse of justice.
moved from the Songhees reserve, not |

tion and the province accedéd to allow- ‘l Eer to Kootenay.

Mr. Williams asked the Attorney-Gem
eral: Who has charge of the leperss o
Darcey island and what precautions are

taken to prevent intercourse between:|i
_the lepers amd other residents of tlie}

province and to prevent the exportation
of vegctables: or other produce from thee)
-icland ?

Hon. Mr. Eberts replied that Darcey
island was reserved from sale or pre-
- emption and set apart for sanitary pur-
poses on May 13, 1891, at the request
of the corporation of the city of Victoria:
and the lepers on the island are under
the care of the said corporation. KEn-
guiries are being made in order to repiy
to the second part of the question.

VANCOUVER CITY BILL.

The Vancouver €City bill was consider-
!ed in committee of the whols, Mr. Kellie
in the chair. The amendment proposed
the other day by Mr. Macpherson  to
rrevent the city pelice magistrate from
rractising in the civil courts was ‘lost
and the bill was reperted complete with
amendments.
; B. C. GOLD GRAVELS CO.

The British Columbia Gold Gravels
Co. bill was consideréd in committee and
a clause, prohibiting the employment of
_Ohmese and Japaneser workers was put
in. The committee - reported progress
snd -asked leave to sit again.

REDISTRIBUTION BILL.

The house went into committee of the
whole eon- .the Redistributiom bill, 2Ir.
MecGregor in the chair.

Dr. Walkem said in reference to the
amendments of which he had given no-
tice, said that he had put them on th=
order paper at the request of the Van-
couver people. However, since he found
that a large number of people in that
city were averse to having the city Ji-
vided into ridings he had decided to
withdraw his amendments, as he did
not wish to try and force anythimg on a
city repugnant to the people. Some of
the speakers at a public meeting &t Van-
couver had taken occasion to take a fling
at the government on account of thesa
amendments and saying he was acting
as a catspaw. He denied this entirely.

The amendments were withdrawn.

In, moving that the bill should be
amended to make the number of repre-
sentatives 38 instead of 37, Hon. M.
Eberts explained that this was beeause
of the decision to give West Kootenay a
fourth member. The government were
desirous to do the right’ thing to all parts
of the province and after taking inte
consideration the representation of
boards of trade and of delegations on
the subject the government had decided
. to make the change proposed in hiy am-
' endments.

i” Mr. Semlin eclaimed that the govern-

ment were compelled by public opinion|

. to_change the bill. -
Hon. Mr. Eberts: “No, not compelled.”
_Hon. Col Baker said that Mr. Sem-

Fin was so saturatd with partyism that

he could not see that the government

and were not compelled by anything but

Mr. Kennedy wanted to see one‘of .the|
Cassiar members taken away and in-
stead of increasing the number of mem- |
. bers to 38 to give the extra Cassiar mem-

_Hon. Mr. Eberts then moved that sec-|
tiom 2 be amended so as to make the|
mumber of members 38 instead of 37.

The amendment was carried.

_Mr. Graham wanted section 4 recon- |
sidered so as to introduce an amendment |
to leave the three divisions of Yale as at|
present and give East Yale two members:|
instead of one.
Mr. Cotton spoke in favor of the am-|
endment and objected to the Boundary
€reek country being joined to the Ross-
land district.

Hon. Mr. Eberts said.that Mr. Cbtton |
Enew very well that the Rossland and
Grand Forks districts had interests im|
eommon,, being both copper districts
Taking the situation of these districts
into consideration it could be seen tfimt
Rossland and Grand Forks were more
in touch than Grand Forks and Vérnon.
It would be found too that when  the
railway connecting Boundary and Ross-
land was built—and there was every rea-
son to believe that in another eigiiteen
months the road would be built—the dis-
trict would be still further united.

Mr. Cotton claimed that an ingustiee
was being done in the proposed division.
East Yale would be swamped.

Hon. Mr. Turner did not think Mr.
Cotton knew much about the distriet of
which he spoke or he would know that
Boundary was naturally connected to
Rossland. It was quite evident ‘Mr. Coz-
ton was goimng into heroics over a: eoun-
try that he knew nothing about: .

Mr. Semlin.objected to the joiming of
the Boundary and Rossland distriets.
~Mr. Graham  followed in' tlie same
strain and thought that the bili ought to
be reconsidered in more ways than one.
Hon. Col. Baker pointed ou#:that the
government: hod had strong representa-
tions to join the mining pare: of East
Yale with the Rossland couniry. Their
interests were identical and” it was in'
consideration of this and im the best
interests of the country thasr the Ross-
land riding was formed. 3

! ’Jghe motion to reconsider:seetion 4 was
ost.

‘" In section' 5 Hon. Mr. "Eberts moveid
the amendment to give West# Kootenay
four ridings: instead of three. 'The text
of the amewmdment was published in the
Colonist yesterday.

_This amendment was carried and the
bill twas‘ reported~tomplete with amend-
ments.

CABIBOO-OMINECA: BILL.

The House went into cemmittee of the:
whole on the Caribeo-Omineca Charter-
ed Company bill, Mr. Huff in the chair,
_ The- usnal Chinese.clause was inserted
in the bill.

THe- commrittee pose, reported progness
and' asked leave to sit again.

THE RAILWAY BILL.

Homn. Mr. Turner presented a message
from the Lieutenant-Governor trassmit-
ting to the house a bill to amead the.
Public Works Loan aet, 1897

The message was consedered in com-
mittee, Mr. Hunter in the chair.

Mr. Semlim objeeted that the bill was
brought in teo late in the session.

Hon. Mr. Turner replied that it was
impossible to have brought the bill in
sooner as the matter had been in pro-
gress for the past two months and was
only now completed. It would have
been absurd for the house to have ad-
journed without the bill being broughit
in when the whole country was leokin.
out for it.

The committee rose an'l reportel and

| eeased, on or before the
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1.0G SCALING.

The eommittee on log scaling report.

as followss ', 8 ! grp?re‘]

. “Your eommittee have held two meet-

ings, at whieh the question of log-scaling
AFTER RECESS.

Hon. Mr. Eberts moved the second
reading of the bill to accelerate the in-
corporation of the town of Revelstoke.
The town: could not betome incorporated
till next January if they had to follow
the provisions of the Munieipal act.
Therefore to allow incowporation to be
more speedy the present bill was brought
in. In answer to Mr. Kellie he said that
if the town wished to borrow money to
carry out any necessary works, there
was no reason why some provision deal-
ing with tTe matter should net be put
in the bill.. The wishes of the people in
'this respect might be asceértkined by
'telegraph.

i The second reading was carried:

A BROKER BROKEN.

. —
| $tomach Troubles, Indigestion, and’itlk Des-
I tressing Accompaniments Were Snapping
| the Life Strings—South Ameriean Nervine

Proved “Betterr Than Gold.”

Mr.  John Boyer; money broker, Kinenr-
dine. Ont.. writes: “Three years ago I
wass troubled’ with imdigestion. I whas a
yreat sufferer. I procured and tried South
Amserfcan Nervine; a few doses wonderfully
helped me, and two or three bottles cured”
me? I bave no hesitation in recommendings
it heartily to all sufferers from stemach
trouble.”’

Sol@iby Dean & Hiscocks and Hall & Co.-

WILD FLOWERS.

Oh beawtiful blessoms pure and sweet
Agleam with dew from the country ways,
To me at work' in a city street

You bring fair visions of by-gone days:
Glad days when I hid in a mist of green,

To witth spring’s delicate buds unfold,
And all' the riches I cared to glean
~Weie @aisy silver and battercup gold.

*Tis true’ you come from a lowly race
Nursed by the sunshine, fed by the show-
it

it TS;

But you &re heirs to.a nameless .grace,
Which I fail to find in hot-house flowers;

And yonjb»reath on me with' your honeyed

: lips
Till in thought I stand on tHe wind-swept

€11s;
Where the' Brown bees o’er the ferny dips,
Or ring faint peals on the pale blue bells.

I close'my eyes on the crowded street
I shut'my ears to tke city’s-roar,

And am out'in the open with flying féet
Off, off té6 your emerald haunts once

more.
Iiut the harsh wheels grate on the stones
beléw

And’a sparrow chirps at the mirky pane
And my' brizght dreams fade in an overtlow
Of passiondte longing and tender pain.

WM. BRYDSON, Vietdria.
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CANCELLATION OF RESERVES, COAST
DISTRICT.

NOTICE is hereby given that thereserva-
tion placed on lands at Frederiek  Arm,
Cardero Chanmed, Coast Dis fct, metice of
which was published in the Dilitisk Colum-
bia Gazette-and dated 1st November, 1895,
has been canceiled.

Notice is also hereby given that the reser-
vation at Loughborough Inlet and:Phillips
Arm, Coast District, notice of which was
published in the British Columbia Gazette,
and dated 29th November, 1895, has been
cancelled. .

The said caneellations will take- effect
three months from the date of this petice.

G. B. MARTIN;

Chief Commissioner of Lands and-'Werks.
Lands and Works Department,

Victoria, B.C.. 21st April, 1808.-

Theodore Davie. Deceased

P v

STATUTORY NOTICE T0 CREBITARS.

224

Notice is hereby given that all:creditors

| and other persons having any claims er de-
' mands upon or against the estate.of Theéo-

dore Davie, late of the City of Vietoris,
Chief  Justice, @& d, are heseby re-
quired to send in writing the partieulars
of their claims er demands duly verified,
and the nature of the securities (if_any)
keld by them, te John B. McKilligan, Room
21, Board of' Trade Building, Vietoria,
agent for Joseph Nicolaye and Jobm Al-
thoff, the exeouters of the will of the de-
23rd day. of July
mext, after whieh date the executors will
proceed to distribute the asseis.of the
said Theodore Davie amongst the parties
entitled therete, having regard ondy to the
elaims of whiech they have then had motice,
and that the said@ executors wil¥ net be
Mable for the or any parst thereof
so distributed, te any person. of ' whose
elaim ‘the sai@ executors have. met had
notice at the-time of the distribukion.

Dated at Vieteria, B.C., this 26th day of
April, A.D., 1868. :

McPHILLIPS, WOOTTON & BARNARD.

Solicitors for the said Executers, Bank
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