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TENANTS AND tAXES.
Tenants in the city are required to 

pay a special householder's tax ol $5 
before being entitled to vote in muni
cipal elections. There is a movement 
among tenants to have this tax abol
ished on the ground that the tenant 
really pays the tax on the premises 
he occupies, though paying it indi
rectly through his landlord, and in 
the form of rent. Keplying to this 
recently, the finance commissioner ar
gued that as dwellings are not taxed, 
the renter of a dwelling contributes 
nothing to the tax-roll. The conclu
sion is correct from the proposition 
as stated, but the proposition is not 
correctly stated. If the tenant of a 
dwelling occupied the dwelling only, 
and if upon dwellings there were not 
taxes, then the tenant would un
doubtedly be the favored mortal who 
escaped the tax collector. But by no 
possibility can a tenant occupy only 
a dwelling. Houses cannot be sus
pended in the air, and the occupant 
of a house necessarily occupies also 
the ground whereon the house sits. 
Usually also, he occupies the entire 
lot ol which this ground forma a part. 
He is the tenant not only of the dwell
ing, but of all the- land which accom
panies the dwelling, and to the use of 
which hie occupancy of the dwelling 
is admitted as giving him full and un
questioned right. His rent is paid not 
for the use of the house alone, but 
for the use of the house and the let, 
and if the rent is made to recoup the 
landlord for the taxes on the property 
it makes no essential difference wheth
er the taxes be levied against the 
house or the lot. In either event they 
come really from the pocket of the 
user of the property, the tenant. So 
far as the source of the taxes is con
cerned it make no difference whether 
the tenant occupies a dwelling or not, 
nor whether there be any dwelling on 
the land. The taxes come from the 
occupant of the land. As a matter of 
fact no landlord in the city will dis
pute that the taxes on his rented pro
perties are paid by his tenants, and 
not by himself. What difference can 
it make whether these taxes are lev
ied on the houses occupied by the 
tenants or on the land which they 
also occupy?

To put it in another way. Suppose 
a tenant vacated a house, and no ten
ant could be found to take has place, 
would it make no difference to the tax 
receipts? And suppose all the tenants 
in the city removed, and the proper- 
city remain unaffected? — We fancy 
ties occupied by them were not re
occupied, would the revenues of the 
not. The owners of the unoccupied 
properties would then be called upon 
to pay the taxes. But the owners 
could not do so unless ..they had a 
compensating income from the proper
ties. In the long run, and it would 
not be a very long run either, the 
city would be forced to seize the prop
erties for arrears of taxes and sell 
them for what they would bring. Does 
this not prove that the presence of 
the tenants has a very decided influ
ence on the tax-roll ? Does it not in
deed suggest the query of how much 
of a tax-roll we would have if we had 
no tenants? What is the difference, 
so far as the revenues of the city are 
concerned, whether a citizen owns or 
rents the property he occupies? Every 
charge levied on that property, gener
al tax, special tax, water rate, elec
tric light charge, telephone rental, is 
paid by the man who occupies it, di
rectly . or indirectly. So far as con
tributions to the city treasury are af
fected, the tenant is in every sense 
and in every degree as valuable a 
citizen as the property owner.

The city charter recognizes the ten
ant as the geurce of taxes on rented 
property, makes special provision 
whereby he may be required to pay 
the taxes on the property directly to 
the city treasurer, and in the event 
of his being required to do so entities 
him to deduct the taxes so paid from 
his rent. Title 33 and section 9 of the 
charter, provides that "where taxes, 
"are dne apon any land occupied by 
“a tenant the secretary-treasurer may 
“give such tenant notice in writing 
"requiring him to pay the secretary- 
"treasurer the rent of the premises as 
“it becomes due from time to time to 
"the amount of the taxes due, andun- 
"paid, including costs; and the secre
tary-treasurer shall have the same 
"authority as the landlord of the pre- 
"mises would have had to collect sudli 
"rent by distress or otherwise to the 
"amount of the unpaid taxes and 
"coats; but nothing in this section 
"contained shall prevent or impair 
“any other remedy for the recovery 
"of the taxes or any portion thereof

"from such tenant or from any other 
"person liable therefor." The pre
ceding section provides that: "Any 
"tenant may deduct from his rent any 
"taxes paid by him which (as between 
"him and his landlord), the latter 
"ought to pay.” Thus in the event of 
a landlord failing to pay taxes on 
any property, the tenant of that prop
erty may be required to pay them 
under penalty of having his belong
ings seized, and in the event of his 
paying them, the city justifies him in 
d?ducting the amount so paid from 
his rent. What clearer recognition 
could be desired that the tenant is a 
tax-payer?

FIGHTING FOR LIBERTY.
Between Mr. Borden and his party 

in the West at least there is a great 
gulf fixed. Outwardly an appearance 
of cordiality is maintained, and a 
feeling of loyalty professed, but neith
er the appearance nor the profession 
deceives anyone. The consistent life- 
lessneas of Mr. Borden’s western tour 
is one of the things that can be neither 
denied nor explained away. It re
vealed the relations between the hon
orable gentleman and his follower# be
yond all necessity of language and all 
power of denial. His thoughts were 
not as their thoughts, nor his ways 
as their ways. For some reason he did 
not possess their confidence and could 
not arouse their enthusiasm. He left 
them with a poorer impression than 
he found.

The cause of this cleavag^ is not far 
to seek. The western party demanded 
a convention and Mr. Borden turned 
a deaf ear to their demands. Whether 
tiie Winnipeg lieutenants formulated 
a reeolution or not makes no parti
cular difference. From a hundred 
western Conservative papers and from 
a thousand supporters of unquestion
ed loyalty has risen the demand for 
an assembly of .party delegates to 
consider tfie statue of the party and 
to shape a policy. The refusal of si
lence has been the only response. 
Mr. Borden doee not want advice from 
his followers, and says so by declin
ing the followers an opportunity of 
tendering their advice. He coolly in
forms them that their business is to 
be led not to lead, to follow instruc
tions not to instruct, to loyally sup
port the k'ing the gods have appointed 
them, and follow the path he chooses 
without remark.

On the part of Mr. Borden it is a 
fight to maintain the throne. He 
understands very well that the first 
item of business before a convention 
would be to consider what have 
/been the results of the Foster- 
F>wler depredations on the party 
condition. For those results a portion 
of the censure belongs to Mr. Bor
den. He was free to leave Mr. Foster 
and his associates to stand or fall 
according to the merits of their case. 
But he did not do so. He rushed to 
their deience, marshalled his parlia
mentary contingent to the work, and 
did all that his influence and position 
enabled him to do to whip the party 
into line behind them. Their con
duct was beyond defence; to attempt 
its defence was both bad strategy and 
bad morals. For this Mr. Borden 
would be held answerable by a party 
convention. How badly he is pre
pared to make an answer, witness his 
refusal to call a convention.

But this is not merely a squabble 
over the leadership between Mr. Bor
den and his followers—it is a clash 
that is to determine the future charac
ter and usefulness of the Opposition. 
The point at issue is whether or 
not the party will be permitted to 
adapt iteelf to the democratic condi
tions of the times, to assemble in con
vention, select its leader and formu
late its platform. The alternative is 
the continuance of domination by the 
leader regardless of the wishes and 
opinions of the party. Against this 
condition the western followers of Mr. 
Borden are protesting; he replies by 
ignoring their protest and by proffer
ing them a platform of his own con
struction. The electors of the party 
demand liberty to control the party 
affairs; Mr. Borden disregards the de
mand and proceede to control their 
affairs as pleases himself. The course 
may reward him with a measure' of 
gratification, but it is likely to pro
vide him with sensations of a different 
character one of theee days.

THE BANKS AND THE 
STRINGENCY.

Eulogistic essays on the superior 
wisdom of Canadian bankers is a pro
minent ieature of journalistic effort 
these days. Indeed these gentlemen 
must be both surprised and gratified 
at the number and spirit of the de
fenders who have espoused their 
cause. Perhaps they are equally sur
prised, they must be equally gratified, 
by the rare qualities and splendid 
attainments which are credited to 
them. Certainly no well-wishing and 
reasonably well-informed Canadian 
will desire to deny the heads of o»r 
banks the credit that rightfully be
longs to them. Bu^ it might occur 
to their defenders that the credit due 
would be much more likely to be rb- 
ceived if their efforts were devoted to.

showing why and for what that credit 
is deserved, rather than to heaping 
abuse on those who venture a word of 
criticism. Generally speaking, the 
Buppoeed defenders of the bankers 
spend far less time in the business 
of their defence than in berating the 
ignorance oi those who have dared 
question the invariable wisdom of 
their conduct. Just where, when, 
and in what manner the superior sa
gacity which should draw our un
measured praise has been displayed, 
the defenders somehow or other fail 
to explain. Instead they present us 
with columns of placid assurances 
that it has been displayed, accompan
ied by assurances not so placid that we 
are ignoramuses for not knowing it. 
Perhaps this is the easier course of 
the two, but it is not very convincing. 
It is begging the whole question and 
accompanying the begging with abuse. 
It looks very suspiciously like a 
breakdown at the very centre of con
troversy. If the bankers have deserv
ed better than they are receiving, why 
not explain where, how and when? 
If the ignorance of the public and the 
press is doing an unintended injury 
to these great interests, why not en
lighten the ignorance? And why not 
carry the war further and demonstrate 
wherein the conduct of our banks has 
been such as to deserve not only free
dom from criticism but the credit 
which is claimed to be their due? 
Ignorance ie not always criminal, and 
can be neither removed nor irustrated 
by sneers. That these have, been the 
replies to the critics of the banks is 
abundant testimony either that the 
defenders have a very poor cause or 
are malting a very poor case with a 
good one.

The Canadian public have strong 
faith in the national banking system. 
They believe not only in the privileges 
it grants to the banks, but in “the ob
ligations it imposes on them, and 
they do not believe that a banker is 
entitled to any remarkable degree of 
credit for conducting hie business in 
accord with the spirit and purport of 
the banking laws. Just here is the 
real 'point on which rests the public 
grievance against the banks. They 
are not convinced that the practice of 
the banks has been invariably parallel 
to the limitations of the banking sys
tem, and suspect that at times their 
courses have crossed the boundary 
into forbidden territory. Rightly or 
wrongly the public believe that it is 
the duty of the banks to discriminate 
between business and speculation and 
to devote their funds to the uses of 
business rather than to the chances 
of speculation. More than this, there 
is a well-grounded conviction that 
this obligation prevents or should pre
vent the use of bank funds in specula
tive ventures of eucn nature as to 
unduly enhance the burden which 
must ultimately fall upon the legiti
mate business of the country. Along 
with the rapid development of busi
ness of late years has gone an even 
more rapid activity1 in speculation. 
Real estate prices have doubled and 
trebled, while a steady stream of stock 
has been poured into the market by 
newly-organized and re-organised com
panies. This buying and selling of 
real estate and stock at prices far in 
advance of its actual present earning 
power could never have reached the 
proportions it did reach without the 
coffers of the banks supplying the 
money. Now one result of this spe
culative movement has been to double 
or treble the expenses of business— 
and hence to greatly increase the de
mands which business must make on 
the banks for funds. By aiding or 
abetting the speculation therefore the 
banks have assisted in swelling the 
demand of legitimate business far be
yond what it would otherwise have 
been. If that demand to-day taxes 
the volume of money in the country to 
the utmost, the banks must surely 
«hare the blame of having produced 
this condition. Nor ia it readily ap
parent why they merit praise for shut
ting down on speculation only when 
the abnormally expanded needs of 
business demanded all the funds avail
able.

OLD AGE ANNUITIES.
Attention is again called to this 

very important subject by the publi
cation of a blue-book containing the 
draft bill introduced in the Senate 
last session and the speeches delivered 
on the question in the upper chamber. 
The title of the volume suggests the 
difference, recognized in the bill and 
pointed out by Richard Cartwright, 
between annuities and pensions, A 
pension is- an allowance made to an 
individual in consideration of his 
past services to the State; an annuity 
is paid not because of past services 
of a public character, but in return 
for premiums previously paid by the 
recipient. A pension is more or less 
a matter of sentiment; an annuity is 
a purely business proposition. A pen
sion is usually granted in considera
tion of military or other exceptional 
service; an annuity is paid simply as 
a debt due by reason of previous ad
vance# of money. The purpose of the 
bill introduced by the Minister of 
Trade and Commerce was not to pro

vide pensions for all Canadians who 
lived to a certain age, but to provide 
means whereby a person in the active 
years of life could lay aside a sum ol 
money, and in return receive an an
nual allowance when he passed be 
yond the age of activity. The advan 
tages appear to be strongly on the side 
of the annuity as compared to thr 
pension. A pension payable to al 
who lived to a certain age would sim 
ply be a guarantee against futur» 
want, regardless of how one spent hii 
life and his money. It would" be 
come a premium on idleness and 
improvidence rather than an incentive 
to industry and thrift. To the laze 
it would afford an excellent opportun 
ity to idle through life, secure in th< 
assurance that the public must pro 
vide for the even-tide, an opportunit: 
of which the class would be by n< 
means slow to avail themselves. N< 
one would devote his life to serious en 
deavor unless spurred by ambition o 
led by inclination—qualities which 
unfortunately, do not dominate evei 
all Canadians. As a consequence thos 
who were willing to work would b 
burdened in some way or other to sup 
port thousands of stalwarts who wer- 
not willing to work, and if an unkin' 
fate protracted their useless existeno. 
beyond a certain limit, to pay then 
pensions for having continued t 
breathe and eat. The condition of ai 
annuity, on the contrary, is that: “I 
“a man toil not neither shall he eat.' 
It offers every man the opportunity t 
protect his declining years from want 
but , leaves him the incentive of know 
ing that his safety depends on hi' 
own exertions—the incentive whicl 
is the mainspring of human effort am 
the source of human progress.

A LARGE. JOB.

A Borden club has been organize- 
in Ottawa to secure “Strict adherenc 
to the Halifax platform." This cal 
scarcely be construed a« an evidenc- 
of the marked unanimity with whicl 
the party are persistently représente- 
as having accepted Mr. Borden's pn 
gram. It would be interesting t- 
know upon whom the influence of tb 
club is to be exerted, and upon whor 
it is thought necessary to enforc 
"strict adherence.1" Manifestly i 
cannot be Mr. Borden, for that gen 
tleman would surely not be suspecte- 
of an intention tor desert his or 
child 1 Is it his corporation follower 
in the House who ÿre to be disciplir 
ed or his clamoring.-“followers" in th 
country? Or both'? In cither even 
the club will h’uv*1 amide employ 
ment. , V

SUBMIT THE AGREEMENT.
The city solicitor thinks it unneces 

sary to submit t)ie C..P.R. agreemer 
to the ratepayers. Perhaps not necer 
sary, but it would be better. Th 
agreement involves undertakings b. 
the city quite as important as the if 
sue of debentures, yet a debenture 
issue must be ratified by the ratepay 
ers. If the agreement must await th 
sanction of the Legislative Assembl 
no time would be lost in testing publi 
opinion on it, and in any event th 
council has not manifested such i 
remarkable haste to conclude matter: 
that a fortnight’s delay would -be ou 
of harmony. It could do no harm b 
have a few weeks consideration of th1 
amended document ,and a clear pub 
lie understanding of what it mean 
or is supposed to mean, with the ex 
pression of the public judgment as t 
whether it should be accepted or not 
There does not appear to be any goo< 
public, reason for not submitting it 
and there are some splendid reason: 
for doing so.

THE REAL LIMITATIONS.
The question before the house h 

hot how much money we are empow 
ered to borrow by law, but how muc" 
we are justified in borrowing by cir 
cumstances. The city is entitled b 
law to borrow nearly $4,400,000. Thi 
limit refers only to general debt d< 
bentnres, and. the law does not pre 
vent the city borrowing all it can ge 
over and above this sum by the issue 
of special debentures for local im 
provenants, payable by frontage tax 
Edmonton’s legal credit is ample—e- 
ample that it would be difficult t< 
locate the bounds beyond v-1 ch w< 
could not go without interference 
from the law.

But this is altogether different fron 
saying that we should plunge shear* 
until halted by fear of legal inferven 
tion. There are other bounds to ou 
borrowing power, which may not b> 
so far distant as those fixed by sta 
tute, but which would quite as effec 
lively stop our progress and stop h 
a fashion not more pleasant. One o' 
these bounds is the unwillingness o 
financiers to lend us money, a condi 
tion within sight of all Canadian eitief 
at present. Already they refuse ti 
advance us more than $92 on condi 
tion that we pay them back a hundred 
and that in the meantime we pay in
terest not on the $92 but on the $100 
The question is whether we should 
venture nearer this line or not. If 
we cross it the refusal to loan u.‘ 
money would be a severe blow to th. 
credit of the city, and probably pro-
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vent us borrowing in future, save on 
exorbitant terms. The point for con
sideration is how much nearer the 
line it is wise to approach. . , 

Another matter on which we should 
teep an eye is bur ability to repay. 
To this there is a limit, and a limit 
vhich would be reached long before 
>ur legal credit was exhausted. Cit
es, like individuals, cannot borrow 
vithout ceasing. They must also re
lay, and in this material age, repay 
rith usury, and that "at a pretty goo.l 
ate. In the business of. paying, fnre 
s no material distinction between 
eneral debenture debts and local im- 
irovement debts. Both must be paid, 
nd paid only and altogether by the 
atepayers. We must not delude our 
elves with the notion that the gener- 

: .1 debenture debt constitutes our 
/hole burden. For while the local 
mprovement debentures are repaid by 
hose who receive the benefit from the 
jork the burden widens in its appli- 
ation as new improvements are un- 
lertaken, and the goal towards which 
t tends is one in which all portions 
f the city would have improvements 
nd all citizens be saddled with local 
mprovement debts. The burden 
,'hich the ratepayers are now bearing 
s not only the $1,700,000 of general 
'ebenture debt, but also the local im- 
rovement debentures, making a 

;rand total of $2,020,000. Calculating 
he discounts at which the debentures 
•ave been sold, the average rate of 
nterest payable on this sum is prob- 
bly about 5 per cent., or the total 
nterest charges which we are now 
nnually paying amount to $101,000. 
leside this we must also repay the 
2,020,000 eometime within the next 
orty years—or about $50,000 pet 
ear. All told, therefore, it does not 
ppear unreasonable to calculate that 
he sum of $150,000 must be provided 
\y the ratepayers next year to meet 
ur present' obligations on account of 
lebt—a sum equal to about half the 
otal taxes for the present year. The 
>oint for the ratepayers to determine 
3 how much heavier burden they 
muld be justified in undertaking at 
his juncture.

HIS FINiaH.
Women’s Institutes have been slim- 

y attended in Ontario of late, dne it 
3 said to farmers’ wives being afraid 
o drive alone on the automobile-in- 
jsted highways. The diversion of 
ictoring has had much the same ef- 
;ct as if the roads of Ontario were 
■aved with steel and turned into rail- 
ays. Who travels them does so at 

.is peril, and: too. often the driver df 
fractious horse receives about as 

iuch attention from the driver of a 
îotor car as he would from the driver 
f a locomotive. Heretofore the chaf- 
eur has reigned all but supreme. He 
as snorted.over the highways, swirl- 
d along the .side-roads, squawked 
hrough quiet hamlets, scared horses, 
mashed rigs, crippled children, run 
ver dogs, worked havoc among the 
lomestic fowls and smothered the scent 
f the meadows in the aggravating 
roma of gasoline. He has had things 
tie own way, but has over-stepped the 
imit, and his sovereignty totters to 
ts fall. He has trespassed on the 
iberties of the ladies, and his doom 
» sealed. For the moment he may 
svel in defiance, but wait till the 
irmer’s wife gets hubby to sic the 
ocal M.P.P. onto him and tangle him 
n the meshes of a new Automobile 
ct.

take expense. Neither of these points 
was seriously doubted by his audi
ences and neither of them was suf
ficiently novel to require the promin
ence given them. But what surely 
might have been reasonably expected 
and required was that Mr. Borden 
should accompany these assurances 
with the condition with which they 
were accompanied in the other pro
vinces—that in return for the privi
lege of administering the lands we 
would be required to surrender the 
very substantial indemnity now paid 
us in lieu of them. It is true that 
Mr. Borden did not contradict his 
statement as made in the eastern 
cities, hut neither did he repeat it, 
nor allude to it in any shape, manner 

Again, the tariff question was 
carefully side-stepped by Mr. Borden, 
at least in this portion of Western 
Canada. In Halifax he devoted some 
time to this subject, and laid down 
as one of the planks in the platform 
steady allegiance oi the party to a 
policy which would promote the pro
duction within Canada of all useful 
commodities that could be advantag
eously produced from or by means of 
our national resources. Throughout 
Eastern Canada protection was a do
minant note in his addresses and a 
general increase in the tariff the only 
policy to be reasonably deduced from 
his remarks. But not a word of this 
in Edmonton. It is true he did not 
repudiate the protectionist statements 
made in Eastern Canada, but neither 
did he repeat them nor refer to them. 
True, Mr. Cockshutt was put up to deal 
with the tariff, hut the audience were 
left to draw their own conclusions as 
to whether Mr. Cockshutt spoke for 
Mr. Bcrden, for the party or only for 
Mr. Cockshutt.

These omissions could not have 
been accidental. The omitted sections 
were integral portions of a speech 
which Mr. Borden had been repeating 
almost daily for a month. Their 
omission left very conspicuous gaps 
in the speech, made it so far as the 
people to whom he was talking were 
chiefly concerned, an entirely differ
ent speech from that delivered in 
Eastern Canada. The omissions could 
have only been intentional, made with 
calculated purpose, and that purpose 
the deception of his hearers in West
ern Canada. Before those hearers and 
in their judgment, Mr. Borden stands 
condemned not of contradicting in Ed
monton what.he said in Ontario, but 
of not saying in Eçhnopton what he 
said in Ontario on subjects in which 
Edmonton was most concerned. The 
speeches may not have been contra
dictory, but they were different none 
tile less, and the difference was de
signed to mislead the people of West
ern Canada'.

DIFFERING SPEECHES.
The Toronto News, a journal very 

riendly to Mr. Borden, says he "is 
'quite free from the reproach of say- 
ng one thing in Eastern and the op- 

'posite in Western Canada,” and 
hat: "All over these prairie prov
inces Mr. Borden made substantially 
'the same speech.” Perhaps so, but 
his a very long way from saying 
hat Mr. Borden is iree from the re- 
iroach of saying in Eastern what he 
'id not say in Western Canada, and 
qually far from saying that the 
peech he delivered "all over tliese 
‘prairie provinces,” was the speech 
lelivered in the province of Ontario. 
To this reproach Mr. Borden is open, 
md to such a degree that the speech 
ie delivered in Western Canada was 
tot the speech he delivered in East
ern Canada, in so far as it related to 
objects in which the people of West- 

■m Canada are vitally concerned.
In reference to the public domain 

if the new provinces, lor instance, 
dr. Borden declared in Halifax that 
lie policy was to turn the lands over 
o the provincial governments “upon 
air terms.” In Chatham Ontario Mr. 
lorden interpreted this vague phrase 
by saying he would “re-adjust the 
irovincial subsidies,” as the condi- 
ion of placing the administration of 
he lands under the local authorities, 
'lut where in Western Canada did 
Mr. Borden attach any such condition 
to his proposal to provincialize the 
land administration? All the honor
able gentleman favored us with in 
the provinces where alone the subject 
might be expected to be of public con
cern were assurances that we were 
-apable of administering the land and 
.hat he was willing we should under-

ON THE SIDE.
Another aldermanic vacancy.

Mr. Bennett simply cannot keep his- 
"corporation connections” from get
ting tangled up with his politics.

Meantime, Attorney-General Me. 
Keown who succeeds Hon. Wm. Pugs- 
ley in the New Brunswick Govern
ment, was retunfed by acclamation in 
9t. John.

Sir William Van Horne says we 
are in a financial storm, and the only 
thing to do is to “Lie low and wait” 
—in an attitude of nervous prostra
tion as it were.

Mr. Hugh Graham, of the Montreal 
Star, has offered Longboat $2,000 if he 
will keep sober for five years. Per
haps a similar stipulation will accom
pany Mr. Graham’s future contribu
tions to the_ Opposition campaign 
fund.

The Gait Reporter censures the 
Government because the Heepeler 
wrolîçn fnilk e-losed down seven years 
ago, and threw 500 men out of em
ployment, but . is constrained to add 
that four new industries have taken 
the-place of the woollen mills, and 
that the population of the town is now 
larger than ever before. Even those 
who come to scoff remain to pray.

Dr. Beattie Nesbitt has resigned the 
job, finding it quite impossible to re
sign himself to silence.

The report that Mr. McCarthy, M.P. 
e>f Calgary will retire from politics, is 
denied. It may be significant, how
ever, that Mr. McCarthy is leaving 
the denying to his friends.

The Lusitania brought across 
$7,100,000 in gold on her last trip. 
Shades of Drake and Kidi Where are 
the boys oi the old brigade?

DANGEROUS FRIENDS.
Mayor Ashdown and the Winnipeg 

newspapers which supported him in 
vetoeing the power plant-bond sale 
scheme are jointly and severally ar
raigned by the Toronto World as the 
enemies of public ownership. The 
view of the World is that the people 
of Winnipeg want the scheme, that 
therefore the scheme should go 
through forthwith, however poorly 
it may be understood, and however 
little its consequences may be fore
seen by the public. In this the World 
represents a species zof well-meaning 
but ill-advising friends of municipal 
ownership more to be dreaded by the 
cause and its supporters than any 
open array of avowed opponents. 
Municipal ownership in Canada is on 
trial. If it stands the trial it will bo- 
come widely adopted as a means of 
avoiding the irritation and dissatisfac
tion from which cities frequently suf
fer whose public services are control
led by private corporations; if it docs 
not do so it will not and should not 
continue to replace private owner
ship. So far municipal ownership has 
not been found an invariable success, 
.but the percentage of successes is 
high enough to confirm the faith of 
•its supporters in the value of the ex
pedient—when the expedient ie gov
erned by prudence and applied with 
discretion. On the other hand, the 
failures have been quite numerous 
enough and their cause quite obvious 
enough to convince all who care to 
learn that municipal ownership, no 
more than any other kind of owner
ship, can be successful unless it go 
hand in hand with common business 
sense. Municipal ownership as a 
general cause in Canada could not 
stand many signal failures, and the 
surest way of making those failures 
would be to rush headlong into all 
manner of municipal enterprises at 
unfavorable seasons and under ad
verse conditions. If municipal owner
ship fails as a general means of re
lief from corporation abuse, it will 
perish at the hands of its misguided 
friends, not of its avowed enemies. A 
more unfavorable season or more ad
verse conditions than the present it 
would be hard to conceive, and those 
who urge the immediate undertaking 
df large municipal enterprises must 
be regarded as badly advised, if weJl 
meaning, friends of municipal owner
ship.

BOARDING HOUSE AXIOMS.
(Sydney Record.)

1. All boarding houses are the same 
boarding houses.

2. Boarders in the same boarding
house, and on the same floor, are 
equal to one-another in the matter of 
price, but not in the matter of out
look.

3. A single room is that which has 
no parts and no magnitude.

4. The landlady of a boarding house 
ie a parallelogram ; an oblong, angular 
figure, which cannot be described but 
is equal to anything.

5. All the other rooms being taken, 
a single room is said to be a double 
room.

Among postulates and propositions 
the following are worthy of considera
tion.

1. A pie may be produced any num
ber of times.

2. The landlady may be reduced to 
her lowest terms by a series of propo
sitions.

3. A bee-line may be made from one 
boarding house to another.

4. The clothing of a boarding house 
bed although extending indefinitely in 
both directions, will never meet.

J. PERCY.

(Toronto News.)
J. Percival De Winton was a very 

careful boy.
The darling of the debutantes, so 

beautiful and coy.
Society had welcomed him with feel

ings of delight,
For when he had his war-paint on, 

J. Percy was all right.
His hosiery was. crimson silk, em

broidered here and there 
With dainty clocks of palest blue.

His mass of raven hair 
Was curled and waved so sweetly 

o’er his brow so broad and high. 
He was a young Apollo in the pretty 

maiden’s eye.

His business suit was always pressed, 
his shoes were always clean,

His evening clothes were elegant, he 
had a noble mien,

His neckties showed a pretty taste, 
and we are forced to state 

That Percy’s shirts and collars always 
were immaculate.

And if a merchant tailer ever gave a 
man a fit.

The one that Percy patronized un
doubtedly was “IT.”

But all the Social dowagers at Percy 
were enraged,

For, while he talked sweet nothings, 
well-----he never got engaged.

If Percy took a maiden out, they never 
went alone.

He bowed to Mrs. Grundy and en
gaged â chaperone.

He drove about in motor cars and 
thought it simply sweet 

To patronize a midnight grill and get 
a bite to eat.

Oh, Percy was the hottest thing in all 
this merry town.

Full many a heart went pit-a-pat be
hind a silken gown.

But Percy did not get engaged.
“Alas !” the Poet, groans,

For Percy’s weekly salary was only 
eighteen bones.

MEN AND WOMEN 
WANTED

WANTED—To learn the Barber Trade. 
Only eight weeks required to learn.

Teels Free.
The demand for Barbers was never 

so great. Write for Free Illustrated Cat 
ologue, Molar Barber College, 225 Alex
ander Avenue, Winnipeg.

THE
The Natural Gas 

Canadian 
ise in Perpd 
Three Yearj 
$2 Per TonJ

The agreement gra 
elusive natural gas fi 
American-Canadian 
fore the city council 
session Tuesday night 
sidered by the councl 
of the whole. The as 
proved by the city si 
special committee coni 
men Smith, Manuel ar 
discussed at length, t 
journing at midnight] 
Thursday night to res 
sion an pass the agreen] 
to submitting it to tin 
dorsation early next j] 

Summarized, the fn 
is non-exclusive, provl 
company shall within 
ply natural gas to thel 
per thousand cubic i«] 
mined by the value 
of gass relative to th| 
coal delivered at the 
ing and waterworks st| 

The aldermen were 
aider the agreement ffj 
ing the discussion. Aid 
remarked that the eitjl 
exacting in making ag 
the result that in the 
advantageous conditio! 
any value had been obi 

Mowat Biggâr, soliei] 
pany, was present at 
well as H. H. Willirj 
dent.

Has Company Go|
Alderman Daly at 

manded that the côml 
the council’s satisfactiq 
al gas at Morinville su 
ply the city’s required 
was no guarantee that] 
had the gas, nor that] 
tend to sell the franchi 
ing it.

“We have only the st| 
Alderman Smith, “of 
that they have the gas 

Mr. Williams stater! 
gas at the well in M 
cient to supply the citiq 
and Stratheona. The 
was tested and found 
pounds rock pressure, 
inch pipe the flame fro! 
lighted attained a heij 
An effort to test the p] 
pipe had failed by red 
ability of the gauge use 
the pressure. Boring 
the well had reached 
feet. At 400 feet gal 
Mr. Williams also ^st-s 
logically, the location 
Morinville was the sai 
can river in the north 
the gas had been flow] 
He assured the council 
had the gas to supply 
one well from a dozen.

The Terms of Fn 
A synopsis oi the imr 

of the agreement follow 
The municipality grj 

pany the right to eonve 
improved methods nati| 
the streets of the city, 
city engineer’s sanction 
connections to be mail 
building or place withij 
pality.

The franchise is null 
company fails to supplj 
years from the date of 
if after commencing 
fails to continue it for 
months, the mains and 
the city shall vest in| 
pality.

Plans and profiles 
be furnished the city 
will have supervision aj 
the pipe laying.

If the plans are not 
are so carried out as to | 
the engineer may stop 

The company must 
streets after laying the] 
good condition as that 
are found.

Mains shall be constrj 
so far as feasible.

Gas shall be supplied] 
to exceed that charged] 
municipality, and at a i 
per thousand cubic feet] 
at $2 per ton.

The company must f| 
all applicants.

The company shall 
corporation ‘from alL dJ 
out of the operation of I 

Gas meters shall be] 
expense of the Compaq 
year.

For default in makii] 
applied for by a prospej 
within two months, the 
pay $20 per day until] 
made. »

The other clauses aij 
nature.

In discussing the pr] 
Biggar stated that it 
tion of the company 
mum price, under thal 
only for heating purpoa 
ence was that the prie 
would be the limit-allo] 
pa risen with coal at $2] 

Alderman Gariepy w( 
with this clause. He w 
mum rate for lighting [ 

The committee finallj 
ported progress. The 
clauses will be eonsil 
meeting Thursday nigl] 

To Investigate Pott] 
A. E. Potter kept hi] 

made - specific charges 
Medical. Health Offic< 
connection with the la 
dealing with thesanitaj 
his stables. These chan 
effect that the statend 
Medical Health Office] 
false. A committee, cc| 
ermen Manson. Man| 
and Commissioner Pac 
the charges, was apil 
medical health officer] 
to accompany the com] 
to protect himself in til


