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“No choice.”
It was the simple truth. Rod looked 

across at Valdez often in the next few 
weeks—perhaps td\ turn his eyes from 
the desecration at hand. He did 
expect any save himself to feel such a 
sentiment, to feel a physical shrinking 
every time a faller lifted his ong-drawn 
crX of “ Timbr-r-r-r, ” and the sobbing 
swish of, lofty, boughs sweeping in. a 
gieat ate;amhe crashing thud marked 
another tree; prone. Valdez was a waste. 
Where Vving green had clothed the hills 
there lifted stumps, torn earth, bald 
rock ledges. Desolation. The Granite 
Irool lay in its cliffy hollow, bared to 
the hot eye of the sun. The deer and the 
•birds had withdrawn to the farther 
woods. Animal life banished, vegeta­
tion destroyed. Barren. Bleak. Ugli­
ness spread over square miles. Soon 
Dent Island would be like that. Hawk’s 
Nest would stand bleak and bare on a 
stripped promontory. If man were im- 
mortal, surely the troubled spirits of 
his dead kinsmen must hover dumbly 
about the spot. But they ware as power­
less as he.

He had walked out to see the first 
tree thrown down, and he had overheard 
°Pe.,*a er to his mate, looking up 
at the stone house and lifting his face 
to sniff the sweet smell of lilac blown to 
h1® across the lawns by a June breeze:

By God, it’s almost a crime to cut 
these trees.

But, as he had said to Andy Hall— 
no chore. Upon that twelve hundred 
acres the trees stood bough to bough, 
-^clean, straight, tall, enormous of 
girth and sound to the core. From the 
level center of the island an easy slope 
fell away to the water on eveiy side. 
Foi a nrle back from Hawk’s Nest to 
walk abroad was bke walking in the 
nave of a Gottvc cathedral. Perhaps 
the Goths ;n the«r northern fastnesses 
first saw those pointed arches in the 
lofty symmetry of fir and pine. For a 
hundred years the Norquays had 
on the thickets and undergrowth. They 
had cleared away the dead trunks and 
the rotten windfalls. The floor of that 
forest was the floor of a park. Bough 
to bough the trees stood in endless 
ranks. Man was a pygmy among them. 
Dim aisles ran out into shadowy per­
spective. Only on the southern fringe 
jorderng the house and lawn had the 
forest >een th»nrea to let *n sunshine 
ana écorne clothea with grass. A1. 
the rest was caipftea with mo^s.

No logging ciew tn toe Purfic Coast 
ever put the;r gear into such a logging 
chance. Twelve hundred acres of fir 
and cedar, few less than four foot thick 
at the base, thousands that three 
touching fingertips could not span, clean 
straight trees that lifted a hundred 
feet without a knot or limb, and another 
hundred above that bared their head 
to the sun. Their feet in perpetual 
shadow; their heads upholding the sky.

Except on two or three hundred acres 
of jungle at the northern end there was 
nothing in all that stretch to hamper 
a^rigging-slinger with his snaky cables. 
The fâllers could lay a tree where they 
wifehed. The high-lead gear could snatch 
the logs out at top speed. Rod could 
imagine old Jim Handy, the human 
logging machine, looking with glad eyes 
on such ground and such timber. Re­
cords would be made there. Big days 
that the loggers would talk about in 
years to come; days when more timber 
would go down to float within the boom- 
sticks than ever was moved by a crew 
of men between sun and sun.

And that was why they were there 
now. He had hoped to save a part of 
this. But the pressure was too great. 
He had to have a given amount of rev­
enue within a given time. Only by this 

could it be secured. It was for­
tunate for him that he had this resource, 
doubly fortunate that it would go out 
on a rising market; for 1921 marked the 
turn of the tide.

All lost save honor! He smiled at and‘he tried*not to think. The outcome 
the self-righteous expression. He could was still uncertain; and where uncer- 
strike an attitude and utter that worn tamty fingers so does hope. At leas*, it 
phrase. It was true. But was it valid, was very pleasant to be there.
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They were living once more in the old 
house. For how long Rod did not know
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Apples Trees

and the
British Preference
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CANT BE BEATEN FOR GRATES

TRY SOME
Dealers r

A. M. Wheaton, Wolf ville. 
L. E. Shaw, Ltd., Avonport. 
D. H. Forsythe, Greenwich 
Geo. Chase, Port Williams 
Dodge Coal Co., Kentville.

We have bought the total output for 
the Annapolis Valley of

Brson Brothers’ 
Nurseries

of Ontario, which we are selling 
at moderate prices. This stock 
has been giving great satisfaction 
the past few years.

Tim British Preference was defeated 
by six votes in the British House of 
Commons, 272 votes for, 278 votes 
against. Best opinions are that this 
preference will be granted within a 
few years, and growers having trees 
then coming in bearing will be in a 
position to take advantage of same.

We strongly recommend growers plant­
ing the Winesap for a well colored, long- 
keeping dessert apple, highly appreci­
ated on the British markets.

For prices and varieties apply

Herbert Oyler .
Kentville, N. S.
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THE INVERTED PYRAMID
BY

Bertrand W. Sinclair
Author of “North of Fifty-three”

CHAFER XXIX

tough that disastrous autumn of 
î-when the logging camps of B. C.
: given over to watchmen and the 
Ills were silent storehouses of idle 
Cpiy, and the owners of both 
d clubs and homes, cursing labor, 
pvernment, that vague entity call- 
£ consumer who had mysteriously 
a to consume, raving about con- 
nry taxation, bewildered and re- 
11 in the face of a retrograde swing 
t commercial pendulum—the Nor- 

machine functioned without 
icreaking joint, on into the winter 
n through sodden weeks of mist 
Un until a deep snow in January 
d the gear and froze the water 

that fed the. donkey engines, 
even the hardiest logger was glad 
iy indoors.
certain percentage of the younger 
with good money burning thire 

is, went to town, victims of the 
able reaction from the grind of 

But most oi the crew followed 
tt counsel and stayed in the camp, 
j poker in the bunk houses, read 

and magazines, organized stag 
s. Some of the married men built 
houses on rafts which could be 
i when the camp changed, and 
ht their families there to live 
from rent and fuel cost in town, 
joint effort peruaded the pro- 

il government to establish a tern 
y school. So by degrese the camp 
to take on the aspect of a com-

y- .
shutdown was comparatively brief, 

t weeks. Then rains wiped out the 
i, banished the frost. In the drip- 
forest where fog wraithe hung 

smoke among the tree tops, axes 
ed, saws whined, cables hummed, 
the logs came down to the sea. 
lere the logging industry in great 
had stopped dead before the bar- 
)f unprofitable operation, Rod did 
iven slow down. It was not a ques- 
of a profit. It was simply a matter 
ming trees into cash to replenish 
plundered coffers of the Norquay 
L Every boom that sold in the 
et lessened somewhat his oMiga- 
i once his men agreed cheerfully 
a lowered wage was better than 
Ks. The reddest radical among 
believed in him sufficiently to go 

1 on the assurance that wages 
1 automatically keep step with 
i for the product of their labor, 
few other organizations that Rod 
did such a feeling prevail. Where 

id play there was a minimum of 
te, a maximum of production. But 
b rare. Hi s affairs took him into 
ouver a great deal. He had kept 
*mbershifc> in a club to which hi? 
r and grandfather had belonged, 
in the club quarters which served 
V a hotel he tîame into casual con- 
with sundry pillars of British Col- 
I industry. The amount c.f invec- 
poured on the head of things in 
u was a revelation, 
jse worthy gentlemen over their 
and cigars affected to believe the 
, the home, the nation, reeled to 
before union wage scales, 
r in the ir voices when they spoke 
dung-class demands amazed' Rod 
imts. But as he listened, he pei- 
1 that this rancor was impartially 
buted over many things, upen 
pverrment, upon taxation, upon 
i in Europe, upon the gaunt spec­
ific Lenine-Trotsky regime; tnere 

And

tomless pit. Then because they saw no 
sign of collapse, they credited him with 
ambitious schemes which aroused their 
cupidity, and finally their antagonism 
when he continued to play a lone hand 
and succeed where they, with their lit­
tle combinations, either faded or were 
afraid to run a risk of failing. He would 
enter no arrangement designed to put 
labor in its place. He would have noth­
ing to do with employers’ associations. 
He stood out a lone figure, carrying on 
his shoulders the burden of the Nor- 
tjnay Trust and in his hands a produc­
ing organization whose efficiency they 
envied and could not duplicate by their 
methods.

All that winter Rod heard hints, 
snatches of conversation; he watched, 
listened, made mental notes. He heard 
the complaining of the pinched indus­
trial barons. They blamed the war now. 
C est la guerre!

Bui it was not the war. They 
reapmg, a'l civilization was reaping, only 
seed that had been sown Ipng before 
the war. The worthy bourgeois learned 
nothing; but he did forget many toings. 
Cme ffy hi forgot, or perhaps 
learned, that the war did not create 
greed, ineptitude, blundering, injustice; 
the war didn’t endow man with a ten­
dency to snatch at chestnuts in the 
fire and complain loudly when he burned 
ms fingers. It seemed to Rod utterly 
ctvld’sh to blame the war for individual 
or even national folly. The war had its 
own burden of iniquity to bear. The 
war created nothing and destroyed noth­
ing that had its root in the human heart. 
At the worst it had only deflected 
tain things, released pent forces add 
passions.

He considered, 
made as grea 
schemes if no 
in Flanders. He had been a victim of 
his own weakness. A weak, vam man 
with great power in his hands, and a 
group cf strong, predatory men filching 
it from him on the old principle that 
“he shall take who has the power and 
he shall keep, who can ’.

This was trie law that seemed to rule 
modern industrial society. Right has 
always rested on power; it cannot be 
otherwise. Very well then. Let them 
live by the law. Rod could not help 
sneer when he saw these aspiring minor 
plutocrats wince as the shoe pinched 
theiti; the shoe which they would have 
fitted on other feet without a qualm, 
if they could.

Nevertheless the muttered growling of 
various influential persons echoed in his 
ears now and then. He heard it directly. 
He noted the effect of it in different 
aspects of his more or less complicated 
affairs. There were influential cliques in 
Vancouver who took it as a personal 
grievance that the Norquay estate— 
which was Rod himself—would neither 
heed their Jeremiads concerning labor, 
nof deviate from a settled policy.

It takes so little to arouse the ugly 
devils that lurk in men. Thfy tried to 
make a feud of what was only a feeling 
of irritation. They attacked him. 
When they went that length, Rod struck 
back with whatever weapon lay to hand, 
and he had not a .few in his arsenal. 
They couldn’t hurt him; they could at 
most annoy. And so presently, Rod, 
finding no cracks in his material ai moi 
through which a spear could be thrust, 
ceased to be troubled by their futile 
activities. He despised their stratagems, 
and mocked at them, and confounded 
them with a waspish sarcasm whenever 
he encountered them in person. Un­
doubtedly in that year he earned some­
thing close to hatred from a certain 
group of men' who five years earner 
would have been aghast at such a state 
of affairs.

About certain phases of this Isabel 
Wall kept him duly informed. But in 
the spring of that year she married 
A-'.dy Hall,—and was herself immediate­
ly cast out from among the chosen peo­
ple Which circumstance only moved 
Isabel to amused laughter. But it stirred 
Rod and Mary to adnr ration. In this 
final step Isabel seemed to have owned 
all her bridges with a high heart. They 
~~m quietly married and came to live 

Red and Mary for company’s 
sake,—since the two husbands were nec­
essarily absent a great deal of the time.

Not long*after that the last stick of 
the last Moraquay timber on Valdez, 
that noble stretch of fir and cedar Oliver 
Thorn had husbanded so long, found its 
Way to the boomsticks. When the first 
crew was ready to shift its donkey en­
gines and coils of cable, Rod said to 
Andy Hall:

“ Havç that outfit loaded on floats. 
Take it over to Mermaid Bay and make 
a high-lead setting a little back from 
shore to the right of thç landing. Bet­
ter start getting these camp buildings 
over there too.

Andy stared at him.
“ You ’re not going to cut that timber? ’ ' 

He waved a hand across the channel, 
where the dusky forest massed «behind 
the red roof of Hawk’s Nest.

“Why not?” Rod asked. He wonder­
ed if Andy shared a feeling that stirred, 
he belieVid, in nc breast save his own 
and Mary’s.

a

were

had never

cer-

Grove would have 
t a mess of his ambitious 
cannon had waked echoes

a

The

no end to their 
eeived further

grievances, 
that this uneasy 

[lay in the fact that the sweeping 
Of war prosperity had slacked sud- 
[ where they had childishly be­

lt would swge on to greater 
,—and that this slackening was 
table. If the stagnation kept 
g enough, they must shrink to

per stature; some to ruin. They 
Neasy. Some, committed to great 
[takings-, were palpably afraid.
[they could keep wages down and 
pup! They did not say so openly, 
[did not correlate the two objec- 
[ They merely brightened at any 
l*ct of better selling prices for 
^various products, greater demand, 
frowned in distress over labor costs. 
Nd labor would have to come off 
•gh horse, and they said it with a 
’ deal of unnecessary vehemence. 
6 unanimously, almost instinctively, 
jjere bitter against any man who 
001 agree with them.
»? said, “Men won’t work”. That 
J.lie. Rod Not quay had pioved 
fos men had woikedT and he had 
■rctew a score of agita 
* m other camps. No 
•ten war-time wages easily over- 
w by war-time living costs would 
J°rk for a driving employer under 
P°ns arbitrarily dictated; not un­
ite whip of necessity lashed them 

task. And.when they had to, 
P'y they laid down on the job. 
was the root, of the trouble.

®u could open your camps and 
jour mills tomorrow,” Rod broke 
« conversation at his elbow one 

u you’d base your tactics on the 
“Jt men are men and not beasts 
[aen; I’m doing it and maki g 
'• > ye done it right along." There’s 
Tc «bout it. I simply accept 
, ay conditions, instead of raourn- 

tn? good old days when a logger 
niethmg less than a dog in a 

Î 1 he trouble with you people 
ttRfiVe hogs ky nature. You're 
^n;d to have your snouts in the 
• You want both feet in.”
"«Iked out on the street, leavi g 
Suited and indignant. But he 

t nf6, J*e-was in one of his mood*, 
oi those momentary surges of 
that overtake the hard-pr.ss d 

Jil ®w ev€ryt' ing in such mo- 
-7.a distorted clarity. The 
m aspirations of such men 

beyond words. If it had 
arKv !or him lo stay long at 
! °f emotion he would have 

em as heartily as they hat.d
d!Mn\h5? him- Chiefly because 
ittferet J r*m’ because they could

!in]cjLmooey. a sentimentalist who 
ng a «reat fortune into a bot-

were
with
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NEW LAMP BURNS 
Ô4 p.c. AIR

Beats Electric or Gas

A new oil lamp that gives an 
ingly brilliant, soft, white light, 
better than gas or electricity, h?.s beer 
tested by the U. S. Government and 35 
leading universities and found to b 
superior to 10 ordinary oil lamps. It 
burns without odor, smoke or noise- 
no pumping up, is simple, clean, saf- 
Burns 94% air and 6% common kero­
sene (coal oil)

The inventor, J. M. Johnson, 246 
Craig St. W., Montreal, is offering tc 
send a lamp on 10 days’ FREE trial, 
or even to give one FREE to the first 
user in each locality who will help him 
introduce it. Write him today for full 
particufars. Also ask him to explain 
how you can get the agency, and without 
experience or money make $250 to $600 
per month.

amaz-
even

t
.J...

V

m,

Plumbing and 
Furnace Work

JOBBING PROMPTLY 
DONE

H. E. FRASER
Phone 75
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RADIOV

RU—Three Tube Northern Electric Receiving Set 
complete, and installed for $99.00.

You cannot buy a better set for the same amount. 
Guaranteed to give results.

Fresh stock of B & A Radio batteries arriving weekly.
“Let your Radio troubles trouble us.”

Storage Battery Service Station

J. R. BLACK
Kentville Phone 334

An Exceptional Offer
ON THE ENTIRE STOCK OF

W. A. STEPHENS’, WINDSOR, N. S.
which Is to be disposed of quickly during the month of December. New Fur Coats and 
Cloth Coats just opened.

New Dresses, Men’s Overcoats and Suits, Boys’ Suits and Overcoats, Girls’ Dresses 
at unheard of prices.

Inspect these values at once.
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