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British Front in France, Oct, 13—
Via London—-Moré than three apd
one half months of baitle on the
Somme with! the heaviest concentra-
tion of artillery, infantry and every

type of wav material. and the mest|

skillful and 'desperate fighting the
worid has ever known, has resulted
in marked devélopment of British

fighting efficiency and of means for
reducing the 16d9ses of the attackers.
Tn the way of iconerete achievements
the British have: taken 30.000 pris-
oners, or a little:less-than 1,540 for
each of the twenty-one villages cap:
fured with an average population of
about 300 seuwls. . They: have taken
125 guns, 10 tremch mortars, and
trench guns and 429 'machine guns.
They have nat: lest a,gun.

The task of the British was made
especially diffieult by the. fact that
they were confronted at the outset
with a mest powexful line of trench
fortifications. Moreover, every Vil
lage was a fortress which had to be
beseiged and stormed. The British
have driven back the Germans on 2
front .of eleyen miles, to a depth of
four to eight miles and when spring
comeg peasants will plough and seed
ground behind the lines which for
two years had lain fallow under the
storm of shells. TIn Friecourt and
Mametz. villages taken on July 1,
trees with their trunks torn and their
foliage blasted by shells have brave-
ly thmown out fresh  shoots, whila
iresh ¢rops of grass are hiding the
shell *eraters in neighboring fields
and carpeting the seaméd earth irod-
den by the British in their early
“charges. Former citizens of vaptur-
ed villages wave: re¢questing that they
be allowed .to return to . them and
nuild hew ‘Homes on the ruins of
iheir wold ones.

Thé'offensive consisted of inter-
vals of preparation and seige work
after éach big general attack to pre-
pare what i called a “jumping off”’
place for amother - general attack.
Through July, ewing to the heavy
cost of taking the first line trenches,
the British casualties probably were
heavier than the Germans. Through
August, when over a large part of
the front the. Germans were out ‘of
their second as well as their first line
systemi of defensés.and the hattle be-
came one of digging and fighting
in the open for both sides, casualties
wereghout'even. As the British kept

.up the offensive their exposure nec-
essarily wds greater.  Yet, from all
information the correspendent: can
gain both from British officers of all
grades who have been in the fighting
and from Grman prisoners, the Ger-
man Yosges were not less than 25 and
possibly ;50 Por cent. higher than the
British:during the month of Septem-

.ber when the British gained most
ground.

This contradiction of the previous-
iy accepted idea of a higher ratio of
casualties for-the side on the offen-
sive, which is usually considered a®
necessarily not lesd than twe to one,
is due, according to the British of-
ficers, to the superior power of Bri-
tish shell fire, the numbers of British
aeroplanes, the inereased skill of the
British soldiers and the use of the
tanks. The Britigh staff did not place
much reliance on these new -contriv-
ances, which aroused sueh ‘world-
wide interest. but regarded them a3
an experiment which might fail al-
Yogether.” They are only oné of the
jnventions aiding the, offensive ag-
ainst - modern fortifications ‘which
will be used next spring when the
British are fully prepared. Calculas
tions as to the value of the tanxs are
hard to make, but, taking the aver-
mge opinion of experts at the Iromt;
these wierd new motor cars -have
paved n loss of 20,000 men, or more
than a full division, in'the redaction

of gtrowg points and machine gun
positions. :

The offensive at every step has
proved that no army can have too
mauy guns, which will kill and d2-
moralize an enemy with projectiles
fired from a distance from anywhere
from 2,000 to 20,000 yards. The
great value has also been proved of
portable machine guns manned by
skillful and cunning soldiers, Men
posted in shell craters with  these
weapons have a formidable  power
whether their side ig acting on the
defensive or offepsive.

Not in ground gained or priseners
or guns taken does opinion at the
front lay most emphasis after rearly
four months ceaseless fighting, every

day bringing its lesson, Officers are.

always using the word morale, which
means the spirit and team play an
army puts into its work. It is the
thing which at the end of the tenth

round of a twenty-round fight, wheni

photh pugilists are still standing up
well to each other, indicates th»
winner.  The British, after nearly
twe vears of stalling, have: been
fighting week after week on soil
taken from their foe. Thus the
British morale has become the mor-
ale of attack. This offensive has
been the school of war with death as
tutor. As one staff officer said: “II
we had July 1 to do over again, we
should accomplish the same result
with less loss.”

Before the grand offensive the
British staff and commanders, those
few professionals who were trained
to direet the small regular army,
realized fully their immense respon-
gibility in sending an army trained
in theory against the experienced
German organization. At that tinie
one commander recalled to the cor-
respondent a saying of Von Moltke
that although the German as a sold-
ier might not be better than his en-
emy, the German army would al-
ways win because of a superior staif
system. “We have met the German
staff,”” said the same man recently,
«“and T assure you none of us are
suffering from stage . fright these
days. We thank the German staif
for what they taught us in the days
of our unpreparedness and of late
they have been learning a few things
from us.”

Actual battle conditions have re-
vealed as no theoretical tests could
which officers are fit torlead. Those
who are not, however good fellows
find-— themselves . transferred. The
route to promotion has become
success in action. Generals in the
thirties and forties now direet the
fighting -in the field, and battalion
commanders who are not yet thirty,
have ceased to be uncommon. To
the correspondent, the improvement
in the army week by week has been
one of the most interesting and evi-

‘dent Teatures of his long stay at the

front. The taking of Thiepval wus
the mest-sentimentally important of
the capture of - any village because
it was nart of that redoubtable first
line where the British failed to
break threugh om July 1, But the
hardest fighting was at such places
as Guillemont, Delville and High
Woods, and at Pazieres and Moquet
Farm, where the struggle lasted for
weeks to gain the - coveted ridge,
which is now entirely in British
possession. But the British officers
think only of the experiente gained
for the future and kéep repeating
that word, morale.

A wounded. British soldier sitting
beside the road recently said to the
correspondent:

“May beé the time will 'eome when
only one Britisher and one German
w;ll be left alive. If se, the Briton
will be on top.” This is what the of-
ficers mean by morale, and explains
g.’th{hthey judge the summer’s work

e new. army i
48 ot g ¥ in the light alone
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“Feast and Famine”
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By Ruth Cameron

We were talking about a form of
social injustice which particularly
arouses a friend of mine.

“Sometimes I think I will try t2
stirt a crusade against it.” she
said, “‘but what can one unimport-

ant person like me do against a
great evil?”

“If you havé enthusiasm enough
you might do a grear deal.”

“Oh, T don’t know,” she said,
doubtfully. “T have enthusiasm
enough, but what ecan one person
accomplish even if she ' is enthus-
iastic?"

*“Almost everything,” I said.

And I meant it.

The World Has Been Moved By

One With Enthusiasm

World-wide movements have been
started by one person and enthus-
iasm.

That is because one person with
enthusiasm is not long one person.
Enthusiasm is contagious.

Take the Sunshine Bulletin and
the nation-wide woerk for blind
babies. Both of these exist to-day
hecause when Cynthia Westover
Alden found in the course of ‘her
newspaper work that there was no
home to which to send a blind
baby whose paremts could not take
care of it, she was not satisfied to
say, ‘“This is terrible, but what can
one person do about it?” Instead
she set about arousing the world
to this need. She has done it. and
incidentally produced that world

blessing, the Sunshine Bulletin.
One Man And Ten Thousand
Babies

When Ruftis P. Tobey saw the
babies in the Boston streets dying
of the heat and thought of his own
little girl safe at the seashore, he
was not content to say, “This has to
be.”” Instead. he set his heart on

giving these babies a chance at the
sea breezes, and the Boston Float-
ing Hospital; the wonderful hos-
pital ship which carries hundreds
of sick babies down the harbor
every day, is the outeome of that
determination.

Everyone knows what came of
Mrs. Rice's determination that the
unneecessary noises of the world
should be lessened.

One Woman And A Million Mothers

And did anything ever spread
more like wildfire than Miss Anna
Jarvis’ wish to do honor to ‘the
mothers of the world?

I don’t know who started the
“Anti-Tuberculosis’” and ‘“Deo Your
Shopping Early” - crusades, that
have had such tremendous results
in the last few years. Perhaps
some reader friend can tell me if it
was one enthusiast who got the
world started.

How 1 wish these words might
give the final impetus to someone!
Do not be afraid Remember this.
The sense of this word among ‘the
Greeks affords the worthiest defini-

tion pf it—“Enthusiasm - signifies
‘God in Us.” ”

RIPPLING RHYMES

BY WALT MASON

e —
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I bought an ax of Ezra Wax, who
said to me, ‘‘Now, sonny, if it’s no
good at chopping wood, come back
gnd get your money. If I sell junk
that turns out punk, the buyer is no
loser; I’'ll make it good, as dealers
should—I'm that sort of a snoozer.”
With. that new ax I took some
whacks at divers kinds of lumber;
the edge was spoiled, and I was
roiled, and said things without num-
ber. I took the ax to Ezra Wagx, and
showed him it was pewter, and for
an hour, with wrathful power, I
roared like baseball rooter. My spiel

he heard; without a word, he handed
me a new one; an ax so neat, SO
bright, so sweet, a keen one and a
true one! Said Ezra Wax, “You bet
vour yaks, warthogs, and drome-
daries, that 1 make g0od, as dealeps
should—my system .méver 'varies!”
1 buy my tacks of Ezra Wax, my
wringers and my wilistles, my hees
and rakes and oil meal cakes, my
seed of grass and thistles. He would
not break the pledge he’d make, or
tramp a promise under, so I make
tracks to Ezra Wax for every Kind
of plunder. Y :

OUR DAILY PATT]
SERVICE

Valuable Suggestions for the Handy Homemaker—
Order Any Pattern Through the Courier.

LADY’S

WAIST.

By Anabel Worthington.

This waist with the becoming open neck
will draw favorable attention whether
made of one or two materials. The de-
sign offers big opportunity for carrying
out the smart idea of the season—to have
the waist match the skirt in color or else
be in harmonizing tone,

It is eut in two sections at back and
front, the front having the more novel
treatment, with the lower section extend-
ing to the neck in vest effect. Another
touch that counts is bringing the color of
the vest to the sleeve with an epaulet and
a very novel cuff.

Although a dressy blouge, this is a ser-
viceable one. For morning wear it may
be developed in linen, cotton voile and
like fabrics. For better service Geor-
gette crépe promises to hold the favor of
fashion during the entire fall and winter.
There is also a tubable white as well as
flesh color crépe de Chine that is well in
the lead. In harmonious combination of
light and dark tones, such as navy with
yellow or with rose, zreen with gray,
&ec., this model may be developed in sheer
silk crépe with a half lining of net or
Japanese silk for afternoon wear,

The walst pattern No. 7.9%0 is ent in
sizes 34 to 42 Lust measure. To make in

size 36 will require 135 yards of 36 inch
material for the upber part and sleeves,
7% yard for the lower part and trim. Or
2% yards, all one material, one color,

To obtain the pattern send 10 cents to
the office of this publication. -

LADY’S THREE GORE SKIRT.

By Anabel Worthington.

v
worthy fall feature in separate skirts,
and, as it shows unmistakable style when
employed, you will no doubt like it.

The garment pictured is eut in three
gores and las plenty of fulness brought
in with two forward and two backward
tarning plaits introduced at_each side.

Tea of Dufferin
Chapter.

Dufferin Rifles Chapter Daughters
of Empire, held a most successful
cock shower and tea, at the Armour-
ies on Saturday afternoon.
Mrs. Palmer. Regent, was assisted
by Mrs. Frank Howard in receiving
the large number of guests.
Miss Jones had charge of the sock
table, which was piled high witi
gixty pairs, destined for Brantford
boys in the trenches and more to
come in, will make the total one
hundred.
Mrs. George D. Watt had charge
of the tea table and tea was poured
by Mrs. Newman and Mrs. Coghill,
Theitr assistants included Mrs. Davis,
Mrs. Miller, Mrp. Biffett, Maude
Cockshutt, Irene’' Miller, Winnifred
Palmer, Muriel Watt, and Isabel
Palmer. Mrs. Colquhoun had charge
of the cooking table, assisted by
Mrs. Dunlop, Mrs. Sager, Mrs. Em-
mons, Mrs. Rowe and Miss Ball.

The spacious room was very pret-
tily ornamented with flags aund red
and green barberries—the colors of
the 33th Battalion.

The proceeds were over 37§
4will also be devoted to socks.

OLD-TIME REMEDY
'MAKES PURE BLOOD

Hood’s Sarsaparilla has been and
still is the people’s medicine because
of its reliable character and its won-
derful suceess in purifying, enriching
and revitalizing the blood and reliev-
ing the common diseases and ailments
—serofula, eatarrh, rhenmatism, dys-
pepsia, loss of appetite, that tired
feeling, general debility.

Hood’s Sarsaparilla purifies and ens
riches the blood, and in so doing
renders the human system the great-
est service possible.  This medicine
has been tested for vears. It is per-
fectly pure, clean and absolutely safe,
as well as of peculiar and unequaled
medicinal merit.

@et Hood’s, and get it now from
any drug store.
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Was the Sock Shower ahd

Red Rose Tea is a
dozen high-grade Indian and Ceylon teas. Itis.a,

E tea—distinctive in flavor, in richness, .
in strength, in economy. 359 ; o T DR,

DISTINCTI

To prove, it,

OME people have r
cause they think itis justordi-
nary tea put into packages..
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Best by Test for Open Fire Places

323 Colborne St.

Take the lidsitetfass

John Mann & Sons

Bell Phone 9(),‘7' Mach. 46

- . soned chaps.
They will tell you that the secret
of keeping fit and hearty is—an
occasional piece of . -

It’s the best little refreshment a soldier. -

can carry. The sealed package keeps it
always full-flavored, fresh and clean. =

The delicious mint flavors sweeten the
breath, prevent acid mouth and mak
smoking doubly enjoyable. T

It cleanses the teeth, aids appetite and digestion.
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Write Wm. Wrigley Jr. Co., Ltd., *. Nd

Wrigley Bildg., Toronto, for free & ‘

copy of quaint “MOTHER GOOSE”’ < CUT TE
book illustrated in colors. :

The front closing is indicated by the dee-;
oration with fancy buttons from belt line
to lower edge, which measures in size
24 3% vards. The buttons alone are
high style note, and with the yoke effect!
and stylish flare this model is indeed
most interesting.

Serge. worsted, miohair, taffeta and
voile, also wool poplin, are among the
favored fabrics for developing a skirt
for dressy wear, not really formal You
can be certain of excellent results by'f
following the pattern guide.

The skirt pattern, No. 7,993, is cut in!
gizes 24 to 30. To make in belt size 24"
will require 4% vards of 36 inch goods’
if with *“up and down,” or 4% ynrds;

This moder is' especially to be favored without *“up and down.” I
because It may be made with or without  To obtain the pattern send 10 cents to,
the applied yoke, Th2 yoke is a note- the effice of this publication, 5 f
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