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THE STARRY CROWN.

Take I bee courage, lellow pilgrim, 
There’» a glorious life in store :

There’s a «tarry crown awaits us 
W hen the conflict here is o’er ;

Let thy lamp be trimmed and burning. 
For the Bridegroom drawetb nigh,

Thou «halt be Hi» guest at supper,
In His Father's Courts on high.

! irmly stand at post of duty.
His presence will be near.

Those who march beneath Ills banner, ’j 
He'll banish every fear ;

The grand review is coming,
When all His saints shall stand

Before the King’s headquarters 
In the radiant Spirit Land.

Be ye steadiest to the ending,
The Master's gone bel ore—

“ There’s a starry crown awaits us, 
When the conflict here is o’er !”

Ye then shall hear the plaudit,
“ Thy work is nobly done,

Enter into My Kingdom,
Thou hast the victory won!"

—Fireside Companion.

the modem reform ; “ out of season" bas been Are there soy true belt vers other <>»«« those 
to a great extent dispensed with. Collisions who are members ot the Baptist Church, or “ of 
with the authorities, proclaiming Christ to the the same faith and order”—believers on whom 
mob, preaching anywhere and everywhere ac j Christ has bestowed the gifts and graces of the 
cording to the Wesley, Wbitefleld, Nelson and Holy Spirit—even the “ like gifts” with them- 
Ouseley system, would be imprudent, if not selves- “ who have received the Holy Ghost as 
dangerous. Not to court opposition is wise ; ! well as they?" Pardon the question. It is 
but to “ avoid it by all ” means is a modem as legitimate as it is startling.

From t*e Christian Miscellany.
METHODISM AND THE AGE.

.Methodism has acted npon tie Churches till 
she has been acted upon in almost every parti
cular,—her practical Christianity, her system 
of finance, her peculiar doctrines, and even 
her polity. Is her own work accomplished ? 
Churches have, at some point, attained their 
meridian, and then turning from a Divine to a 
human standard, their progress has been an 
undue accommodation to circumstances, a rest
ing upon the oars, a smoothing away of rough, 

angular, and jagged points which might offend 
the taste of a morbid and unsanctified refine
ment. Will such be the history of Methodism ? 
has «be reached the meridian ? God forbid ! 
She bas yet much to bequeath to posterity, 
and we see no necessity that the future histo
rian should ever sketch her decline.

There are two features peculiarly her own 
which Methodism, under God, has stamped, we 
hope indelibly, upon the Church at large,— 
out-door preaching, and revivals. We do not 
mesn to say that these were not known in the 
Church till the time of Wesley, but Wesley 
brought the old weapon, “ Out-door preach
ing," out ot the scabbard, anil showed how it 
could be effectively used.

The spiritual lile which existed in the 
Churches of the Reformation had all but expi
red. Men bad come to view Christianity from 
a worldly stand-point. True, there was a dim 
vision ot something nobler beyond, a contused 
notion that Christianity had something to do 
with reformation of character and a life beyond 
the grave ; but that the Church should descend 
to preach to, labour amongst, and live for the 
uneducated and the poor, that the preacher of 
the Gospel should go beyond the Church-walls, 
and discours» to sinners at the well, or by the 
ways-side, in courts or lanes, or on the hill- 
slope, was both incomprehensible and repug
nant.

But God sent forth a few earnest men to 
•liattvr a prudish and soul-deatroying formal
ism. Out-door preaching is. no longer ours 
delusively, but, as in former times, “ the poor 
have the Gospel preached to them."

Revivals were at first confined te Methodism, 
but now they have spread from Church to 
Church, till lew that bear the name evangelical 
have been without these times ot refreshing.

A present salvation was once considered • 
Methodist innovation, and the climax of fana
ticism. It was deemed beyond the bounds ot 
credulity for the returning prodigal to know in 
the first moments of bis return that God was re
conciled to him ; but the doctrii e was of God, 
and was proclaimed, felt, enjoyed, till the 
united testimony of the gathering hosts has be
come too strong for opposition, and now this 
doctrine is no longer ours alone, but the her
alds of the Cross proclaim it from the pulpits 
of various forms of evangelism throughout 
the length and breadth of the land.

Salvation lor all has been longer ip finding 
foot-room outside of Methodism, but it, too, 
is going forth to conquer. The questioning of 
the infallibility of the Westminster Confession 
of Faith, which has arisen amongst the think- 
iag minds in the Calvinistic Churches of Scot
land, and which threatens to become the ques
tion of the hour, is one amongst many eviden
ces^ this.

There are still two peculiarities of Metho
dism which as yet ate all but its own, but that 
may be—yea, are—the heiitage of the Church 
Caifersal ; and we are thoroughly convinced 
iti mission will never be accomplished till it has 
given them to all other branches of that 
Church. The one is the doctrine of full salva
tion, the other is Christian fellowship. It is 
cot necessary here to enter into the defence of 
the former ; but class-meetings, owing to ob
jectors, require more than a passing remark.

The superiority of class-meeting over every 
ether form of Christian communion must be 
spparent t» the thoughtful observer. Even at 
the. Sacrament, though the number s are limited, 
the character and tone of mind ol the comma 
tenants must be to a large extent hid from each 
°ther, as well as from the minister. But in 
class-meeting the spiritual life ot each member 
* pretty accurately known to the leader, and 
the leader’s qualification for office is known to 
’he board ot which he is a member, and to the 
"“outer who presides ; thus through class 
"Ueting the individual character is not lost in 
the mass.

do not say there are no Christians 
*">ongst us who do not meet in class, but those 
*ho desire to “ flee from the wrath to come,” 
*>U generally find their way into the class- 
®*»ting ; those who do not are unfit for mam 
hership, Error and truth are ever in deadly 
*°nflkt; and while we have been acting upon 

*l***foims, and waning piety, they have 
h**» acting upon us, and possibly tinging us 
*‘th the very evils we have been trying to re
move.

1 »h» out-door preaching and revivals as il- 
trstive of what we mean. We taught the 

7~*,thes out-door preaching, and, in turn, 
7 have hewn it out for us according to their 

Pattern. “In season,” is undoubtedly

improvement.” We have given out-door 
preaching to the Churches in rough outline ; 
shall we accept the “ improvement " in return ? 
it may he argued that Christianity is more ac
ceptable now than in the olden time. True ; 
but not to the extent improvers' would have us 
believe. Let the men who argue thus labour 
with the same unflinching heroism in the streets 
and fairs ot Ireland as their lathers, and we 
guarantee them an almost, if not altogether 
equally warm receptioa.

As to revivals, while being the medium ot 
communicating these to others, have we not al
lowed them, both for themselves and us, to re
model the plan ? The storms of Iceling which 
agitated the masses, the cries for mercy, have 
they Lot been compressed into more polite 
bounds ? The wail of anguish, and the burst
ing shout of praise, have not these ceased to 
be features in our more refined religion ? 
Should we not be able to rejoice in all out
ward signs of an inward decision tor God.

As to Home-Missionary enterprise, hat Mis
sion work not merged unnecessarily, too often, 
into the pastoral ? We would not by any 
means throw out these suggestions by way of 
blame ; but in tbc midst of rapid changes in 
Church forms and governments, in the midst of 
increasing tendencies to error on the part of 
those who were once firm in the faith, we think 
it not out of place to remind our brethren that 
we are not exempt from the mutability 
possible—we might say, common—to all ; and 
while we stand and gaze at the changes in the 
character of the Churches, possibly we our
selves are undergoing similar transitions. Let 
us see to it that in all our reforms or remodel • 
lings we retain the essentials of true progress. 
Our motto as a Church should be, expansion 
and advancement ; not by breaking down our 
boundaries, and allowing our hitherto felt and 
enjoyed Christianity to be swamped by the tide 
ot formalism, all distinctive tests between the 
Church and the world being abolished ; not by 
modifying our doctrines, or our discipline, in 
accordance with the carnal mind's conception 
of refinement ; nay, let us rather seek out the 
old paths, re-erect more emphatically our 
standards, reapply our essential tests, an 1 give 
to the Church of the present and the future un
tarnished and unalloyed our Scriptural ami 
soul-saving and sin-destroy ing doctrines, and 
our grand yet simple Christian forms ; loved by 
ourselves, honored even by our enemies, and 
unequalled, not only since the Reformation, 
but since Apostolic times, for the promulga
tion, diffusion, anti progress of true piety.

,1. M.
Belfast.

PETER AND CORNELIUS;
OR

INFANT BAPTISM AND CLOSE COMMUNION IN 
A NUTSHELL.

Can any man forbid water that these should 
not be baptised which have received the Holy 
Ghost as well as we."—Acts x. 47.

Forasmuch then as God gave them the like gift 
as he did unto us who believed oh the Lord Je 
sus Christ, what was 1 that I should withstand 
God.—Acts xi. 17.

Read the account of Peter’s visit to the bouse 
of Cornelius, as recorded in the tenth chapter 
of Acts, and his rehearsal to the church of Je
rusalem given in the llth chapter, and see if 
the following propositions ate not abundantly 
sustained :

1st. That the miraculous gilts of the Holy- 
Ghost, bestowed upon the primitive church 
were a divine attestation (1) of the resurrec
tion and ascension ot Christ, and consequently 
of the divinity of the Christian Religion ; and 
(2) that those on whom these gifts were be
stowed were bis acknowledged and accredited 
disciples.

2d. That the baptism of water was the out
ward sign ordained by Christ, by which this 
spiritual effusion was prefigured and symboliz
ed.

3d. That Christ is the sole administrator of 
the baptism of the Holy Ghost ; and the Church 
(through her accredited minister), the sole ad
ministrator of the baptism of water.

4th. That the baptism of the Holy Ghost is 
Christ’s attestation of true discipleship, and the 
baptism of water the church's recognition and 
acknowledgment of bis signature.

5th. That loyalty to Christ demands that the 
church should recognize and acknowledge that 
signature.

6th. Whom Christ endorses as a member of 
bis spiritual kingdom, cannot be denied mem
bership in his visible church, and when he be
stows the spiritual grace, the church is bound 
to bestow the outward ordinance.

7th. That as no authority can justify a minis
ter from withholding that ordinance in such a 
case, so he cannot voluntarily withhold it with
out ‘ withstanding God.’

Now let us apply these principles.
1st. To the case ot infants.
Are our little children members ot the spirit

ual kingdom ol Christ ? Has tot Christ him 
self pronounced them such ? are they not, 
therefore, of right, members ol ‘his ea-thly 
kingdom or church ? and it so, are they not en
titled to recognition as such ? It Christ took 
them in his arms, ought not the church to take 
them in hers ? who then “ can forbid water that 
these should not be baptised," seeing Christ 
has put his own seal upon them ?

But again. Are our little children who die 
in intancy saved ? Are they received into heav
en? Who doubts it? But can they enter 
heaven without being holy ? Then must they 
have either been born holy, or made holy ? If 
born holy, bow fitting that the church should 
symbolize that purity in the ordinance ot bap
tism ? If made holy, how else than by the Holy 
Ghost ? And it it not, indeed, evident that the 
grace ol the Spirit rests upon their young 
hearts ?'" Can any man (therelore) forbid 
water, »b*« these should not be baptized, who 
have received the Holy Ghost as well as 

we?"
2nd. To the case of adult believers.

If so, are not these believers members of the 
spiritual church of Christ, and of right, mem
bers of bis visible church ?

Is the Baptist Church, or communion, exclu
sively the visible church of Christ, or only a 
part of the “ household of faith ?”

If but a party only, what right has it to as
sume to itself the exclusive possessioo and en
joyment of a common heritage ?

If but a party only of the “ body of Christ,” 
have not the other parts an equal right to autbo- 
ratively recognize the divine signature, and in
duct believers into the visible church of Christ, 
and are such believers, so inducted, really mem
bers of that church, and as such entitled to re
cognition by all other members of Christ's 
body ?

If members, have they not a common right to 
all the common privileges of the church of 
Christ ?

Is not the •• Table of the Lord " one of these 
common privileges ? Is there but one such ta
ble ? Have not all the shildren an egual right 
to sit around it ?

Who has a right to forbid them, seeing they 
have also received the “ like gif » of the Holy 
Ghost ?”

Who dare assume such a responsibility ? 
Not Peter, though an Apostle. Not the Jews 
who were with 'hern, though «tonished and be
wildered at seeing all their creeds upset, and 
all their church rules ignored, all their preju
dices outraged. Not the church at Jerusalem 
who “ held their peace and glorified God." Y’ea 
not the whole college ot Apostles, who were 
compelled to endorse the sentiments of Peter.

Forasmuch as God gave them the like gift 
as he did unto us, who believed on the Lord Je
sus Christ, who was 1 that I could withstand 
God."—Uichmond Christian Advocate.

(From the Chris ian Guardian.)
AN IMPORTANT QUESTION.

What shall we do with the coming vpar ? is 
a question that should interest all Christians. 
Our church year begins with July. The an
nual meeting of the Conference becomes the 
starting point for a new period. Many of our 
preachers enter on a new term of ministerial 
service, in a new field. The close of the year 
is the natural time of review aud reflection. 
The beginning of another ecclesiastical year is 
just as naturally the time to look forward and 
forçante the future. What shall the year upon 
which we are now entering be to us as a 
church ? Shall it be barren and uuprogressive, 
or crowned with the rich fruits of Christian 
labor ? The young are often told that their 
future life will be what they determine it shall 
be. A firm and self-reliant purpose can mould 
the varied circumstances of life into a grand 
and consistent life. So with regard to the re
sults of the coming year, they depend on what 
we shall do with the year. If it be a year ot 
iaithlul unselfish work for God, our labour shall 
not be in vain in the Lord. II we waste ogr 
opportunities in selfish gratification, we shall 
reap little in the harvest time.

What, then, shall ’we do with the coming 
year ? What use shall we make ol its oppor
tunities ? In what sphere and in what spirit 
shall-we work lor the Master ? Many rosy not 
pause to study or answer these questions ; yet 
they are questions that directly concern our 
personal growth in holiness, and our influence 
in the church. A great deal depends upon be
ginning the year right. This is so, especially 
with the ministers. The opening of their mis
sion to a new circuit should be adapted to give 
the work a new impulse. There are some 
things a minister can do better at the begin
ning than at any other time. His very ignor
ance of the state of things on his new charge 
may have its advantages. lie can ask ques
tions, as a stranger, that he might feel consid
erable hesitation in asking after he has become 
acquainted with the people. In his first ser
mons he should press the truth upon the con
science, and work tor direct results. Much 
may be accomplished by close practical appeal, 
before the people learn to shield themselves 
from his method of attack. The very curios
ity and expectation felt, throw the people oft 
guard, and leave their hearts specially open to 
the truth. Do not wait for winter time, or 
protracted meetings, before you expect con
versions. The Lord is ever nigh unto them 
that call upon Him in truth. He is not more 
ready to save at one time than another. Ac
cording to your faith so shall it be unto you. 
The ministers are the captains of the Lord'.» 
host. Their example will be influential with 
others. By their faith and earnestness, their 
meekness and patience, they banner The 
church u? higher, and silently preach their 
most powerful sermons. On the other hand, 
ministerial luke-warmness, despondency, or in
consistency, will quench the holy fire and damp 
the energy of the whole church. When we 
speak of our dependence upon the power ol 
the Holy Ghost for success, we should not for
get that the Divine Spirit operates through the 
agency of holy an I living witnesses, and not 
in any capricious or arbitrary manner. Truly 
great is the responsibility of those who lead the 
armies of the living God, to battle against the 
powers of sin. O, that a double portion ot the 
spirit ot power from on high may be given, 
this year, to the heralds ot life, that they ma,, 
preach the word with boldness and power ; that 
signs and wonders may be wrought in the name 
ol the Holy Child Jesus !

But it is a serious and mischievous mistake 
to assume that the work ol the Church is to be 
done by the ministers, or exclusively by regu
lar church services. Every member in tbc 
church, the lowliest as well as the most gilted, 
has a work to do for God in the coming 
year. All are under obligation to labor to 
spread “ the common salvation." Each one 
has some talent to improve ; some darkness to 
enlighten. The minister who is most success
ful in enlisting the members of his church as 
workers for Christ, and prompting them to 
holy diligence in this blessed service, will ac

complish the greatest result*. There is a vast 
amount of ooemploved power in our congre
gations, that waits to be developed and applied. 
The appeals which the world makes for Chris
tian sympathy and effort, are urgent and affect
ing. Infidelity and worldliness are scattering 
their poisonous seed in the minds ot the 
young, by the agency of fictitious literature. 
Thousands, under the shadow of the Church, 
are living in alienation from God ; and within 
the Church the spirit of conformity to the world 
extensively prevails, clouding her light and en
feebling her power. Other denominations are 
concentrating their forces and girdirg them
selves anew for the work, and, though we cher- , 
ish no spirit of unholy rivalry towards those 
whom we regard as “ fellow helpers to the 
truth,” we arc not willing that our own divi
sion ot Christ’s army in this country should 
occupy any secondary position in extending 
the kingdom of love and holiness. Amid the 
intense activities of the times, when men are 
lashed into untiring earnestness in all depart
ments ol human action, we need in a higher 
degree than ever before an earnest Ministry, a 
working Church, and a wise recognition of the 
wants of the times, in order to vanquish the 
numerous and powerful enemies of the Cross, 
which oppose the progress of truth and bell- 
ness in the world. Let us begin the year with 
renewed consecration to the service ol our 
Divine Redeemer, and with united prayer for 
the Baptism ot the Holy Ghost ; so shall we 
see the glory of the Lori in the work of sal
vation, and prove His willingness “to do 
exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or 
think.”

/ THE FAMILY ALT'AIt.

There are few memories that are so fresh 
and powerlul in alter years, as the memories ot 
the household altar. 1 can travel back over 
the path of forty years and recall the very 
tones of ray lather's voice, as he reverently 
read the Bible, and devoutly prayed in the 
midst of bis family. 1 can remember how he 
prayed for his children,bow faithfully he taught 
them the lessons of Christian truth anil duty 
in those thoughtless days of youth, anil I bless 
his memory now for what I did not appreciate 
then. I believe that tbc memories of Chris
tian parents and the early associations of a 
Christian home, scarcely ever die out of the 
heart. Rev Dr. Adams, in his beautiful book 
on “ Thanksgiving Memories," gives us the 
following incident : " In the Cathedral of Lim
erick there hangs a chime of bells which was 
cast in Italy by an enthusiast in his trade, who 
fixed bis home near the monastery where they 
were first hung, that he might daily enjoy 
their sweet and solemn music. In some poli
tical revolution the bells were taken away to a 
distant land, and their maker himself became 
a refugee and exile. His wanderings brought 
him, after many years, to Ireland. On a calm 
and beautiful evening, as the vessel which bore 
him floated on the placid bosom of the Shannon 
suddenly the evening chimes pealed from the 
cathedral towers, llis practised ear caught 
the sweet sound, and he knew that bis lost 
treasures were found, llis early home, bis 
old friends, his beloved native land, all the 
best associations ol his lile were in those 
sounds, lie laid himself back m the boat, 
crossed his arms upon bis breast, and listened 
to the music. The boat reached the wharf, 
but still he lay there, silent aud motionless. 
They spoke to him, but he did not answer. 
They went to him, but his spirit bad fled. The 
tide ol memories that came vibrating through 
his heart at that well-known chime, bad snap
ped its strings !”

And so, sometimes in after life, when the 
feet of some wayward man have strayed far 
away from the home of bis youth and his heart 
has wandered far from his father’s God, some 
memory ol the past, like the sweet, sad melo
dy of the evening chime, may wake long-slum
bering echoes and stir long-scaled fountains ; 
and a father’s counsels and a mother’s prayers 
will come up again from the sacred burial pla
ces of the past with wondrous power to melt 
and win the wayward heart.

Y es, a family ought to be a little Church of 
Jesus Christ. The father should be its pastor, 
conducting the daily worship and leading the 
dear circle in the path ot truth and duly. Eve
ry tie which binds one living heart to another, 
should be made stronger and more tender by 
the influence of a common tie to Jesus. Such 
a household will have a happy home. Their 
circumstances inay be humble and iheir lot inay 
be lowly, but if they have Christ in the family, 
there will always be sunshine and peace. That 
house cannot secure the highest domestic joy, 
which, like the inn at Bethlehem, has no room 
lor Jesus.—Jtev. Itr. Rogers, in observer.

A STAND-UP FIGHT WITH THE AD
VERSARY.

The lollowing relation was made in the Ful
ton street prayer-meeting concerning a young 
man, intelligent, worthy as a moralist, fashion
able, occupying a high social position, married 
to a gay, fashionable wife, living in one ol the 
fashionable avenues in the city—himself, wife, 
and one sister making up the family, dwelling 
together in peace and comlert so far as this 
world is concerned, and entirely given up to its 
pleasures.

In tbc progress of events that young man 
was brought under the amazing and mysterious 
power of the Holy Spirit—he never could tell 
bow. For many days he was sad and sorrow
ful, and his wile and sister knew not what to 
make cf the fact that one so full ot tun and 
frolic and gayety and nonsense, as well as 
sense, should all at once become taciturn and 
indifferent to all the pleasures of the world 
within his reach. Was be sick ? or had he met 
with some great reverse in business ? or what 
was the matter ? They could not tell.

The young man all this tune was coming 
daily to these meetings, and his tam'ly knew it 
not. At length be found joy and peace in be
lieving in Jesus. Going borne be said to him
self, “ Now I must serve the Lord Jesus, snd 
I will begin at once. I must go home and tell 
what the Lord has done for my soul, read the 
Bible, and pray with my family." The temp
ter said :—

" Not to-night ; not so soon.” “ Yes, ” said 
the young man, “ to-night.” “ No ! no !” said

the tempter, “ don’t be in such a hurry. 
Wait till y ou get a little stronger ; wait a tew
days.”

“ I cannot wait a few days ; I must begin at 
once. I will pray in my family to-night."

"Yes,” said the tempter, “ and you will 
fail to-night, aud break down, and make a tvu* 
of youraeli.”

“ Oh 1 1 have made a tool ol royselt all my 
life, and to-night I must begin to act a sensi
ble part, and do my duty. 1 must pray,” said
the young man.

“ You must pray, must you ?” the tempter 
rejoined. " What do you know about prayer ? 
You have never prayed, you have never learned 
the alphabet of prayer scarcely, aud you had 
not better begin to do to-night what you have 
never done in all your life—pray before your 
wife aud sister. You don’t know the language 
of prayer. You will surely fail and make 
yourself ridiculous, and then think how much 
harm you will do.”

“ I tuns! do my duty,” the new convert re
plied. “ I aui not responsible for consequen
ces.”

* ’ Yes, you are responsible for consequen
ces," said the tempter. “ Wait a few days. 
Get a little experience. Do you not know how 
Important that is ? Experience clinches the 
nail. The meeting is all the time talking about 
experience, aud you have no experience worth 
speaking of. Besides, you don't know that vou 
are a Christian. This is all a sudden business 
with you. Wait till you know what all this 
is.”

“ 1 shall not wait. I shall pray to-night. 
Get thee behind me Satan. 1 must pray, and 
1 will pray. 1 have tohl Jesus all about it, and 
I am sure that He will help me.”

When he went into his house the young man 
sought his library, and there he poured out his 
heart to Jesus. lie confessed the struggle 
which he had, and he prayed lor grace to do 
his duty, and make open confession of his laith 
in his divine and adorable Saviour, and asked 
for grace to own and honor Him.

He went into his sumptuously furnished par
lor. The gas was shedding its mellow light 
from the burners, llis wile and sister were 
there. The time lor prayers had come. The 
wife noticed with a kind ol awe the great 
change in her husband's countenance, but said 
nothing. This wife he loved as he did his own 
soul. He turned, and said in a tender, loving 
voice, which she felt :

“ My dear, have you any objection to our 
having family worship?”

“ Not in the least,” she answered with true 
politcr.es», “ if it is your pleasure." At the 
same time she regarded him with perfect amaze
ment and wondered what would come next. 
She could not have been mote astonished than 
she was.

“ Then get the Bible, if you please," said the 
husband, " and draw up around the table, and 
we will read and pray."

He regd, and then he kneeled down to pray ; 
but he observed that he alone was kneeling as 
be ojiened his mouth to speak in prayer. Both 
wife and sister were sitting bolt upright in 
their seats. This disconcerted and embarrassed 
him for a moment ; and sure enough the temp
ter’s prophecy had come true.

At length he burst forth into the imploring 
cry, “God be merciful to me a sinner and 
God was merciful, llis tongue was loosed- 
now, and he poured forth au earnest, agonizing 
prayer that God would have mercy on his dear 
wife and sister, and convert them on the spot.

As he went on, the heart of his wife was 
overcome. She slipped down from her seat, 
knelt besike her husband, put her arms around 
his neck, and ere she was awate, her prayer 
was, “ God be merciful to me a sinner,” and 
she buist into a flood ol weeping and sobbed 
aloud.

Tbe sister knelt down on the other side of 
him, and put her arms around him. She 
sought a Saviour's mighty power to save.

The peace of that family now flows as a river, 
and their salvation as an overflowing stream ; 
and all are hoping with assurance forever that 
their sins are forgiven, and their iniquities are 
blotted out to be remembered no more.—Bap
tist Union.

AVERSION TO CLASS MEETING.

1 he Methodist Itecorder, London, in assign
ing reasons for the decrease of 1,30V members 
in the \Vesleyan_Connection the past year savs :

We are reluctantly brought to the conclusion 
that the main cause of the decrease is a grow
ing aversion to class meeting. We have more 
than once given the advantage of our advoca
cy to this old institution. It is, we believe, es
sential to the very life of Methodism. We can 
not, however, disguise the fact that it is greatly 
imperiled. The literature, the fashion, the 
amusements, tbe self-indulgence, and the Mam
mon worship ot the age, are opposed to the 
simplicity of purpose and sanctity of character 
without which the class-meeting is distasteful 
and a drudgery. A person who goes to class 
meeting merely for the sake of Church member
ship, or to get a qualification lor Church office, 
will derive no good to bis own soul, and com
municate no good to others.

In another part of tbe article the Recorder 
thinks that the ministry are not sufficiently con
secrated to their work. Secular cares have too 
much occupied their hearts and minds, and 
•• wherever this is the case there tbe work of 
tbe Lord declines.” It concludes by saying 
that nothing but a revival of earnest godliness, 
both on tbe part of the ministry and the mem
bership, will prevent an annual decrease, and 
assure a spiritual prosperity that will not only 
gladden the hearts ot all Methodists, but all 
wbo love Christ.

seemed too great. It they failed they would 
surely be destroyed. Tbe officer said to them, 
“ Now mv fine fellows, you have got to do it. 
The longer you look at it tbe less you will like 
it. At them and they will scamper."

The men gave a rheer and ran forward. 
The mutineers did not wait for them They 
tied right and left, in every direction, as it a 
thunderbolt had fallen amongst them.

Just so our troubles and temptations vanish 
if we rush torwanl with a brave heart, obey
ing God, and lollowing Christ our Captain, 
while if we wait, and hesitate, and delay, we 
lose tbe victory and share the coward's fate, 

j “ Stand up mv soul, shake off thy fears.
And gin! tbe Gospel armor on,

March to tbe gates of endless joy,
Where thy great Captain’s gone.”

THINGS THAT MUST BE DONE.

There are some things that must be done. 
Tbe sooner we do them tbe better. Tbc long
er we wait, the heavier the burden grows, and 
tbe harder tbe work seems to be. There is a 
time tor all things ; and things are more easily 
done at the right time than at any other time. 
We conquer in the fight of laith by instant obe
dience. Delay is disobedience, aud disobedi
ence is death.

A British officer in India once had to attack 
about a thousand mutinous Sepoys with fifty or 
sixty men. His men hesitated, the danger

THE LAST JUDGMENT

Wlist discoveries will lie made then ! What 
development of bidden virtue and ot secret 
vice ! 11 ow that which is covered now will tie re
vealed ! and how that which is hidden now will 
be displayed, as upon the housetop ! How those 
who in the present world have been despised 
and rejected, on account ol the character ot 
their earthly employment, will be found exalt
ed to the high places of honor ; while those 
who have held here high station in the world 
and it mày be in the professing church will be 
found in a station of everlasting shame and 
contempt. What discoveries will be made 
then !

And what unions will occur then 1 The saiuts 
ol God, from various climes, aud in various 
ages, reciprocally unknown to each other at all 
will mingle together ; while those who have 
trodden the aaine path of pilgrimage will rush 
to each other’s arms, under the sanction of 
the great President, acknowledging themselves 
to be to each other a glory, a crown of rejoicing 
and a joy in the day of his coming. What 
unions will be then I

And what separations will lie then! Besides 
the grand separation ol the classes, tbe tight
ens and the wicked, what separations will 
there be ot those who formerly were joined in 
social habitudes and relations of lile, pastors 
from people, teachers from scholars, husbands 
from wives, parents from children, triends from 
friends ! and the separations irrevocable. It 
will be the season of everlasting farewell ! llow 
overpowering then is to be that great event, 
when the assembly shall separate, never to ap
proach and never to commingle more ! Iter. 
■tames /'arsons.

-GETTING WHAT IS SOUGHT.

" When a man can say, “ I am going to tbc 
house of God this morning, and oh! may God 
meet me there !” he will not long go there in 
vai-i. When a hearer can declare, “ At soon 
as I take my scat in the congregation my one 
thought is, ‘ Loril bless my soul this day !” lie 
cannot lor long be disappointed. Usually, in 
going to God's house we get what we go. tor. 
Some come because it is the custom, some to 
meet a friend, some they know not why but 
when you know what you come for, the 1 .uni 
who gave you tbe desire will gratify it. 1 was 
pleased with the word of a dear sister this morn
ing when 1 came in at a back gate ; she said to 
me, “ my dear sir, lny soul is very hungry this 
morning. May the Lord give you bread for me.’
1 believe that food convenient will he given. 
When a sinner is very hungry after Christ 
Christ is very near to him. Tbe worst of it is 
many of you do not come to find Jesus, it is not 
lie you are seeking lor; if you were seeking 
him, he would soon appear to you. A young 
woman was asked during a revival, “ How is it 
you have not Christ ?" “ Sir,” she said, “ 1
think it is because 1 have not sought him." 
it is so. None shall be able to say at the last, 
“ 1 sought him hut found him no'.” In all 
cases at tbc last, if Jesus Christ lie not found, 
it must he because he was not devoutly, ear
nestly sought, tor his promise is “ Seek, and ye 
shall find.”

Mr. lledstrvm btgan to preach In it with
out a single member. For a long tint* services 
were also held in English, bet were at leeglh 
discontinued when the labor lathe Scandmau 
department increased. After fourteen years ol 
services, the first John Wesley was succeeded 
by the carrier Pigeon, which had been pur 
chased tor $3.600, and was fitted up at the ex
pense of $1,100. Religious services, temper
ance and prayer meetings, and Bible classe» 
are now held in the Bethel throughout the 
year. The ooaglegation throughout the little 
church is widely spread over ” tbe world ol 
waters," and the ihe teachings of its pastor 
literally go to the ends of the earth. Not the 
least portion of the good done by this Mission 
is the distribution of useful literature among 
the aeatnoo. The Rev. Hans Johnson, a Nor
wegian Methodist exhorter, vists vessels in 
|H>rt. distributing books and acting as inter
preter. lie is also Scandinavian agent of the 
New York Bible Society, lie is no stranger 
to the sea, and true to the instincts of a sail
or, he makes tbe John Wesley his home, liv
ing there in truly nautical stylo.

GOOD NEWS FROM INDIA

THE SCANDINAVIAN METHODIST 
VESSEL.

The New Y'ork Tribune has this pleasant 
sketch :—

Among the shipping along West street is a 
curious looking craft moored to a pier near the 
loot of Carlisle street. In the prow, which is 
turned toward the shore, is a rude belfry. 
The visitor enters or. the forecastle deck by an 
iron gangway. This vessel is tbc bull ol an old 
steamer which once ran in the West Indian 
trade, and was called the Carrier Pigeon. It 
is now the Bethel Ship of the Scandinavian 
Methodist Mission, and bears the name ot John 
Wesley. The interior is fitted up for worship 
and contains a hall for services and a lecture- 
room. The latter is in the hold. On the Sab
bath the Bethel is always crowded by a mot
ley assemblage of Scandinavian seamen and 
emigrants. The scene is peculiar—men in 
their strange sea costumes, with faces and 
hands the blasts of old ocean have made rough 
aud brown, sit in the dim musty cabin of the 
old ship, and listen with marked reverence, 
to the earnest words of the preacher. To 
themselves tbe scene is often a novelty ; tor 
they are wide wanderers in the earth, and 
often only enter the old Bethel at inter
vals of long years, strangers among strangers. 
The Rev. O. G. Htdstrom wbo bas been the 
pastor of the Mission since its birth, is a man 
of about forty years, with a deep, sympathetic 
voice, such as reaches and stirs the hearts of 
the rough men with whom be has been so long 
in contact. Like most Methodist preachers, 
bis style of speaking is impassioned and elec
trical—a manner of exhortation well suited to 
his place of work. Mr. Iledstrom is a Swede 
by birth, and was the first minister of that na
tionality in America. A singular fact of his 
life is that be preached over thirty years in En* 
lisb, and had almost forgotten his native lan
guage when he commenced to labour among bis 
fellow-countrymen in New Y’ork. About twen
ty-six years ago, (It was sometime in 1844) 
tbe first vessel for this purpose was purchased 
and fitted up. It was tbe Hindra Leeds, a 
packet ship running to Liverpool, and it was 
the first church of its kind in Amtrica. Like 
tbe present ship, it was rechristened John 
YVesley.

J

Rev J. II. Brown, late ol India, writes 
" Recent letters from some of our fellow-labor
ers in India contain good news. Our native 
preachers are becoming men of power under 
the blessed baptism which is being poured 
upon them from on high. Of one of them Bro. 
Scott writes : “ Indeed, Cbimmon Lall to all 
appearances is just now accomplishing more 
than any othtr man in this mission.' This con
verted heathen, going forth under ‘ the impul
sive power of a new affection,' is winning souls 
to Christ ; and yet, giving his entire tune to 
this work, lie costs the Missionary Society only 
seven dollars a month. Almost any class in 
our home churches could afford to have a 
preacher at work in India on such terms. Bro 
Scott, writing about the work_in bis district, 
says, “We are feat putting up a fine church in 
llarcilly—fine for our mission.' "

TiixThue Spirit.—A few months since a 
young minister of our Church offered himselt for 
our foreign missionary work, proposing to sup
port himsell in the mission 1er at least two 
years, «opposing that during that period be 
could so lar master the language as to be able 
to commence his ministry to the people in their 
own tongue wherein they were boro. His 
earnest missionary spirit and satisfactory testi
monials seemed to indicate that he would be a 
faithful and successful laborer, and the Bishop 
determined to appoint him to India. It was 
thought beat, however, to decline the propo
sition of self support, and send him out on the 
ssme terms as others bad gone. On learning 
that the Bishop had appointed him to India, 
and that his proposition to meet hit own ex
penses hsil licen declined, he wrote to the Mis
sion Rooms, under date of June 22, 1871, as 
follows I

“ Of course 1 understand the modesty of tbe 
society ii|>on this point, but ‘ I’ll take exquisite 
vengeance in a donation, to that my glorying 
shall not be in vain.” I transmit herewith a 
deed for one hundred and twenty acres of land 
in--------- , and will send, as toon as it is re
turned Irom the County Clerk's office, a deed
for two hundred and forty acres more in---------
• * * This is all 1 poetess, save the home
stead that supports our mother. Surely, it is 
’ blessed to give '—the Spirit has sweetly seal
ed that word to a * cheerful giver.' Let it he 
understood that this is a free donation, not 
placing tbicMisaionary Society under the least 
shallow of an obligation to the donor, leaving 
the Society as free to decline my servîtes as 
they were ten years ago, and that my time and 
labour belong as wholly to the Society as 
otherwise. Devoutly praying that this gift 
inay produce a hundred fold for eternity, and 
that multitudes may he raised up to contribute 
freely and largely f or this holy cause, I close, 
remaining yours in Christ."

FATHER CIHNIQUY IN QUEBEC.

The evangelical mission of Father Chiniqny 
in Quebec has lieen abundantly blessed. A pa
rish ol this district, where the Gospel had nev
er been preached, and which was loremost till 
lately, in its blind attachment to tbe Church of 
Rome, sent him a deputation praying him to 
pay it;* visit, lie accepted, and for nearly 
three day s was enabled to preach the Gospel 
to a good number, who heard him with the 
greatest attention and respect. In another 
pal t of tbe same district, where be was also in
vited to go after the service, a well-dressed 
farmer who was standing a short distance from 
those who were eagerly crowding |around their 
old a [jostle of Temperance to shake .hand» with 
him. Mr. C'binlquy remarking this man, went 
and shook hands with him and said ; “ I sup. 
pose my friend, that you are one ol tbe good 
Roman Catholics of this place ?” "I was," he 
replied a Roman Catholic until this morrneg ; 
hut now that 1 have heard you, I am no more a 
Roman Catholic. Please take my name as one 
wbo desires to pass tbe remainder of his lile uir- 
der the banner of the Gospel. 1 must now 
go home ; and I hope God will enable me to 
persuade mv wife to do the tame.”

We beard ol several other remarkable con
versions in the district of Quebec as the fruit ot 
Mr. Chiniquy’» reaching. Let us bo|je that 
that district where the errors of Popery have 
such a strong hold on the people, will soon re
ceive the light of tbe Gospel.

Great efforts are being made to persuade 
Mr. Chiniquy to give up bis mission in Illinois 
and locale himself permanently in Canada, 
where so many of his countrymen wish to see 
aod hear him again. But be has not yet deci
ded. We understand" that he is attached to 
bis dear mission of Kankakee by tbe most sac
red ties. And tbe people, whom he has saved 
from the errors ol Rome, and who owe him 
everything after God, must be sincerely at
tached to their pastor. But will Mr. Chm- 
iquy permit us to unite wilh so many others 
in inviting him to come among us, and take 
Quebec or Montreal as tbe basis of bis future 
Evangelical work. His 25 years ot priesthood 
gave him a moral power and influence which 
no other man has in Canada, over the multi
tudes who are still 'eager to hear him,—A* 
Aurore.
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