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Geneval SHiscellany.
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Neatal and Physieal Electropathy.

. BY DR. A. PAIGE.

With this view of the electrical relations
of eur; budies 10 the physical world, with
thebwoutce’ fram which they derive this
element of tife, and the manner da which i
is regeived, we may proceed to speak more
particplarly of its; operations in the sysiem
—its, disturbance, orthe causes of diseases,
and gome, of the means employed in their
oure.

Not..two kinds of electricity, bat one
king in different states, exists iu the human
ecopemy,, First a latent state, in _whiche
this, element pervades the material of our
bodies in common with all matter ; and
secongd, an active state, in which it is cali-
ed inta exercise for the support of voluntary
endiipvoluntary motion, ‘T'he first is sub-
ject to; the chemical changes common to
the. grassec elements. . The second, by us
coinection  with the nervous sysiem, be-
comes ;the yitalizing force—the power of
organic moLion.

‘Fhe newrine mass, which, according to
Solly; constitutes the subs:ance of the brain
and, neryous sysiem, is the best possible
conductor: of this fluid, and s immediate
recipient.. [ healih, it is positively charg-
ed;: the sgstem strong, and the funclions of
every organ regular. . The brain, constitut-
ing the principal bulk of this substance,
becdomes in the economy the great reservoir
of -this element, with the differeut nervous
systems like distributing pipes ranufying
therefrom, dividing and subdividing, tha
it may be communicated to every part.
Through the action of this flaid upou the
merves, the functions of every organ are
po;l’foi'mad. Without'it, like the telegraphic
wires without the electrical action of the
battery, there is no motion. With i1, other-
wise silent organs are made to speak.

“A part of the functions of life are volun-
taty, but those upon which its exisience
chiefly depends are involuntary. Hence a
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part of the electricity in the system 13 uuder
the control of mind, but a greater part is
not. It may be exhausted by an excess of
either voluatary or involuntary action. The
stomach may be required to perlorm too
much labour, thereby depriving the brain
of its force, and rendering the mind slug-
gish,  while too much meatal labosar produ-
cea indigestion and general derangemeut
of the sysiem. ,

_Stady, grief, care, anxiety, physical or
mental excitement, by exhausting the same
force. employed in the performance of the
more direct functions of life, induce de-
raugements in those functions.  The ner-
vous system thus deprived becomes enfee-
bled, and the person is said to be nervous.
The divine and the villain, by an excessive
e;ércise of the mind, though on different
ll‘;bje\:lu, suffer alike the dyspepsia, and
give the same evidence of disease. Tie
mourner and the lover, by brooding over
the objects of their loss—the one by death,
the ather by voluntary desertion—luse alike
the appetite, and perhaps pioe away and
die, . Upon the principles of electrical ac-
tion tius is easily explained. The system
receives a given amount of this element,
accarding to the condition of the avenues
described.  Every pbysical action and
meatai emotion is performed through the
action of this force. An excess uot ouly
exhausis its supp'y in the part exercised,
but, 10,2 limited extent the whole system.
This is true of the exercise of ‘1ndividual
organs, as well as different systems in the
econoy. '

. It i¢ asserted by Marshall all, and the
remark is generaily approved by the profes-
sion, that ** disease of a latent lobe of the
cerebellum induces paralysis of the oppo-
site side, and chiefly of the lower extremi-
ties. Disease of the middle lobe of the
cerebelium 15 denoted by erection of the
penis. Discase of the medulla oblongata
indicates paraiy:is of the respiratory mus-
cles, and consequently, when complete, in-
stant death.”

‘T'his disturbance in the (unctions of dif-
ferent ,organs by attacks made ugon the
brain, is as true in other respects as in
those suggesied by Marshall Hall ; and in
support. of the view we have taken of the
elecirical “action of the ecouomy, nothing

j the economy s not from exhau-tion by ex-
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can be more conclusive. The functions of
the gye re periormed thtough herves con-
necting it with the brain;~ffom which it
derives its vital enérgy.™ If the brain - be
affecied by iujury or otherwise at the point
where this connection takes place the elec-
wical action of the nerves and the functions
of the eye are alike disturbeds. - Wheo this
action ceases. eutirely, the amaurosis be-
comes compiete, ‘1'he same i3 true of the
audilory nerves, the olfactory, and indeed
of the nerves through which every sense is
enjoyed, or the functions of any organ per-
formed. It is not difficuls, therefore, to ac-
couny for dilferent local and organic affec-
tions, upon the priuciples of an electrical
disturbance in the brain.  And when we
reflect that this organ is the nmediate re-
sidence of the mind, and that the mind is
depeundent upon ns electrical support or
vital action, we can imagine how mental
labour excessively performed exhausts the
system. and derauges its organic action
The perplexitics of the countiuyg room—the
anxieties ol relatives in sickuess—the ex-
cileient consequent on greal occasions—
strony emotious of fesr, anger, love, or
griel, all lead 10 such diseuases 43 have their
origin in an exhausted stafe of the eleciri-
cal furces.

Tha effect of such emotions is in some
degree apparent to ail iu the increase and
variation of the pulse; but in those who
labour under local weakness or affectious
of the heart, the effect becomes positive, as
it ofien causes iustant death. It 15 au im-
portant fact, that i many such cases of
sudden deaths, said. to be from disesse of
the heart, that examinations of that organ
gave no iraces of disease, the calamity be-
ing entirely the result of a disturbance in
the electrical element, itself invisible thousli
its effects, as in many other imstances, are
palpable to ull our seuses,

But the exhaustion of this force is not
always (rom eacessive mental eflory, nor s
the brain always the organ lirst antacked.
As has oeen inumated, the functions ol e
dividual organs may be too severcly taxed
‘I'his leads 10 therr exhaustion, and ilus, by
calling upon the system fur an eXgra supply
of the vitahzing torce, enfecbles other or-
cms, awl dehilitates and deranges the
whole economy.  How maay suffer in tns
way [rom venereal excesses alone !

We have referred to the elicer of a dis-
ease of the middle lobe of the cerchellnny
as noticed by Marshall {lall.  With eqaa |
truth we may say, thai excessive excitement |
of the genitals induces disease 1 ihe rv'n--i
bellum, and thereby loss of nervous cueryy |
and inuscular power,
Sllﬂh excitement lh(f sCnses are olten (lt‘-

At the expense el
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ranged, hearing lost, vision vopaired, rv..»‘
son dethroned, aud lvnminny sunk jower |
i the scaie of bem: thin the brate (:rru-;
non.  'he vital force, the e euvnt of lli‘x',i
canmt be exbhadsted 1 sueh exciteinent |
without (|\'p1|\'lu;1 more vital or_ins m‘.l:
hgher functions of thew s Av“,l\--’- 1oCcaniiol :
be protracied withoue shortcinng hie aud
debasing the soul,

But the disturbance of tlns element in
cesses wlone.  Changes in the grosser ele-
ments withouty and their chemical acthion
within our sysrems, have thew eidects 1
changing the relavoos of this mure subtie
Iues well knowa that i we Leyden
Jar be charged, and placed moa dry anmos-
phere, 1t may retan the elsctrieity  for
hours, perhaps a diy.  Bat « placed in a
damp avmosphere, or it a damnp current of
ajr reaches it, the electricity escapes unme-
diately and ymperceptibly,

Thurough the avenues we havesnention-
ed, our systems are ever being charged |
with the same element.  When the :m.ms-/l
phere is dry and the heavens clear, this!|
element of life invigorates and strengthens
us. Even invalids suffer but litle from
their diseases, so fully charged are they
with the vitalizing force.  How sensibly
do such feel the effects of the dampness of
an east wind ! ‘I'he subtle element of life
1s impercepuibly diffused from the sysiem,
chrouic pains are felt, the circulation en-
feebled, and the langs, 1f in the least dis-
eased, are so deprived of vital energy as 1o
be scarcely able to exercise at all. Such
phenomena, though often witnessed, is still
mysterious, unless explained upon the prin-
ciples here presented. (70 be continued.)
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Beautifal Allegory.
There was once a king who had a very
beautiful garden, and grounds arranged|

" P | . .
wiili ‘Taste 10 please the eye, to afford| tnur identity of the same man, as to his .
refreshiug shade, retired wilks, command-|cal nature, according to  Locke, consists, “Ia
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ing views ; and besides all the delighiful Iﬂ'ﬂ.'hin;: but a pn'."th-u.nlmn of the same Conlinued
‘There was | life, by constant flecting particles of matter, i

{ruits that could be produced. ol ed to, 8
' Lsuccession vitaly w 0 ] S
one superb old oak, so high and graud thar (SUCCG300 iy united to. the, same organized

, \ T { bouy
it could be seeu for wiles ”U(“Q' Fhere f-'un.\"x'l"/u.i'u,\2\', and in the identiry of the immaterial
were roses and hilacs, and flowering shrubs | spirit, whether it be or be not united to the thte
of every kind, in short nothing was w:m'.ing | svstem of matter.
to make 1t :n‘per‘h'cl ’s’])()l. l Iere we discover azain the difference thers

Que day the king’s head-gardener came |iq hetwern men and brutes.  Brutes appeat 1o
in, and exclauned, {us void of a consciousness of personal irlvmi!y or
* Oh, king, pray come out and see what { the sameness ol rational beings. 'Intelligent ‘h.
is the matter with your garden ; everything [ines can think, reason, redect, and are conscions;

1s wilting, drooping and dyms” Wiile lie |aud o far as this consciousness can be extended
¢ / | backwaris to.anuv past actior '

spoke, other gardeaers came rusling up,  backwards to auv past actions or thouglits, so far

2 jit reaches to the identity of their persons.” They

o o d @ 5 r 1) A p
and ell had the same sad st 3 to tell, bl,ler(‘ rc:‘.ll.‘ the same Jersons now  as thev Were
the kmg' went out, and there, to be sure, '1hey 5 thi: very sane persons, which are now =
lie found it all as they bad said. Iflecting on themselves, by whom the past astions
He went first up 1o tus grand old oak-'or thouslits were performed.  But this conseious
tree, his pride and adenration, and said, [ness cannct be applied to animats. 1t is the spe-
“ Why, oak, what's the matter with you, :u.\.l property of thinking, rational beings.
that you are withering and dying 77 Man isa rational being; but brutes appesr
* Oh,” said the ok, “ I 'don't think Iivoid of lx:n‘m:::xln_\l'.! erlsy are governed by ia-
am of iny use, | am ro large and cumber- SUPCt ',“'(' 38 CaDAS (;'ﬂ eing ,':}m‘urnvd b¥ rea-
-~ S0n. iere 18 a vast difference betw i
some ; 1 bear no flowers or fruit, and 1 1ake ™ A OUR S
3 and reason. Instinet is that natural propensity
up so much room; and besides, my branch-! '

: or aptitude called into action, which all ereatures
es spread so wide and thick, that 1t 13 all {have included within themselves, by which they
dark and shady under them, and no Aowers ! move in conformity to some impelling canse.—
and fruit can grow there.  Now, if | were a | Reason is that power or facully of the humaa
rose-bush, it would be worth while; for 1 imind, by which those impulses, that instine

shou!d bear sweet flowers ; or, iI'l were a o}lx:\sl, are u).!mo[lrl,ulr and wunnrai)tcd;l fB"m;_'
{ their lenitimate ellects are, or may be defea
reach or a pear-tree, or, even like the'grape- | . e . : ot
I le :d " ! ]’ g € STAPE HMnstinctive action, in this view, appears to le
Ve, BEOBIE gIVO Jou nuis ) . !founded upon impulse, ar.d that which is reason.
T'hen the king went on to his favourite

iablc upon reflection.
rose-bush, and saud, !

“ Well, rose-bush, what’s the matter with
you ; whg are you so droopging 2"

: whercas personal identity consist n

By memory man accnmulates vast stores of

' knowledze, and can reflect on that knowledge,
{independent of all external causes.  Brutes

« * Why,” said the rose-bush, ** I'm of no{ donbtless possess memory ;3 but with them forei

use ; 1 bave no frut, 1 bear nothing but ! canses must operate, to call this and all theif -
some flowers.  If 1 were an dak Jike that | stinetive actionsinto exercise ; for we cannot con-
arand one 1 the mddle of the zrounds feeive that memory ean exist .wnth them any lfmg—
= jer than the causes on which it depends continue
[to operate  In this respect it seems to be differ-
leat from recollection. It finally appears, says
Mr. Drew, © That mere sensitive miemory. éan
lonly be excited by foreign causes ; and that when
Tue king next cume 1o a erape-vine, no | these are totally done away, no power of agsock
: anng its idens, to recal what is past, can lie with-
vin the reach of the ereature. While on the con-
trary, recollection may in numercus instances be
~irecovered by man thronsh the exercise of a
i | power to whicli 2!l mere animals are total stran-
youo why are you lymg so dolelully on ihe gors, even whon a knowledae of what is past
groand " maist otherwise be wholiy unattainable.”
AL sad the vine, Man can compare, compound, and abstract—
By comparison, two or more objeets being brought
at once into the view of the mind, their mental

’

houaotir 1o your wirden
o ht as well die”

A'Iu\_ as it o=, I

Ionger chmamg to tie ceellis andd the trees,
but trahis sadiy on the pronnd.,  He gtop-
P d and \IXL!'

vl (i'i l!!r‘

L !
Geapevine, mtter

|

|
« |
|

vou sce what a
croestars boam ;|

poor weak can't evea

. . s
hold npmyv own weising it st cling 1o

waree e a4 st 3 anal what gl o 1 de ? ‘(.:u~,'v~!nw:!n.4!.\ es or !-.-Tulhms are .cliscowre:‘..
I ncither give shade. like 1! ke 4 g I.’-‘" s he st together two 0f W6

cwve shade, Hike the a1k, nor bear (ximple ideas, and considers than as one  piclure
flowers, hihe the shrubs. 1 can’t even S0 {or represenitition.  And abstraction is the at'en-
much as ke Losder fora walk, hike the [ tion of the mind to those properties in an "l'j‘{“
oo | omiiat slways depend on somethury { which it possesses in common with others, while

clary aud surcly Da of no usel” [it overlooks those which are neculiar to itself.
Sown went the King, quite despair 10! But brutes compare imperfectly. How far
see wll s place poing 1o destruction : bug (they partake of this facalty, is not easy 10 de-
’ '(l‘l'!}l.lll’.' $ however it we ul(l seem ﬂll‘y 'la"'. "
down by the vround. with s fice tar not in any great degree. They probably have
’ S o irned | . . ol RISy
. el L Heveral ieas which are sufficiently distinet; yet
. . it appears to be the  prerogative of t'}m buman
“You dear tunderstanding, thar having distinguished any
httle e W seease, what makes you look so il as, 50 8% to ]‘.,,].K.'.;\.(, their pi‘l‘ﬁ‘('l l“s.\imil&l’l(,‘;
brizht and blooming, when every thine | to consider in what civcumstances they are «}ap'&-
’ “ [ Hle of being comparved. It appears most likely
{ that brutes compare not their weas further than
some sensible cireur stance annexed to the ob-

e siddenly spred a atde hisarts-ease, low

up ter by, Loukig as bright and smilag as

possibie, e st pped, and sid,

around you s wilting away 2
Wy, saiid tiie hedrtseease] 4 thonaht
yoir wonied e here : it you had wanted an )’ : o i
ok, Vit I In ! d an [ jecta themselves.  The ability of comparing
R o Yould have nlante a HEM . | . v e Y H
x ; Wo ve planted u' coru ; [<ervable in man, to which belongs general Id}‘“!
ol f rate e ) p sy % . . =
Yo b wanted roses, you won!d have set tand which is useful only in abstract reasoning
Dt a rose-bnsh :oand af you' had wauted kwe may naturally conjecture heasts have not.
arapes, you would hive put 1o a grape-vine, i Brutes also compornd but little.  In this par
Bat 1 know that what you wanted of ”mitiuu!:n', we may conclude, they come far shOl:h:'
o A Nl SR R oY
was to be a heart’s-eare ; and so I thoughy | Wen- Though they attain, and  retain rannot
I wosiild . i ) [ teveral combinationsof simple ideas; we &
wotl try and be the very best hile | o 5 ) v o1 <. ever com-
heart’s-case that ev I " | believe that they o, of themselves, ever "
Ce S-Case i ] Ca | % y
nat geer Lican { pound them so as to make compler ideas. A

Children, can you see the moral 7 God | even, where we sometimes suppose (hat they may

g '
didn’t wanua grown-np, lezrned, rich, great | have compler ideas, it is perhaps, only one sinp
man in the place where he put you ; if e jidea that directs them in the knowledge of -‘c‘b‘;
had, e would have made one. lie wants|ral things, which they possibly disinguish I(‘”a”
each of you to be a child wnile you are a their sight than we imagine. l‘ln:;)mm:l\ ;i

y red, tha s i ‘hich have numerous
child ; but he wants you to be a good child assured, that those animals, which ha

ve
* | broods of young ones at once, appezr not 0 ha

and. the *““ver est litde art’s- F SRR ;

ery bwt |l tle he:'ng Us-ease that any knowleldae of their number ; for if any t:ro

ever you can. il you try : of them be taken away in their absence, or WiT
P — - ~ X rto

- ] : o1t their knowiedze, they do not appea

The ruin of young people has often been |them, or to have any corsciousness of t

observed to besin in the contempt of theq “”} es. however, cannot “"-"”"'"”' Jwer

parents, and the profanation of the Sabbath [S3V& 0 thi * 1. may be p”'ﬂ“\[.o' t.lm‘ (]t :‘l‘ia‘:‘ the

Piety is the best parentage ; and to be of abstracting is not at all in't MM ST A

y P 5= T ¢ | Hiavinz of general ideas, is that which puts 3 P

no'w‘-lmru 1s better than tg be hightborn, fect distinction betwixt man and brutes, and 1888

I'hose are never hikely 1o come to good excellency which the faeulty of brutes do by o0
that are unduuful to their parents. means attain to.”
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