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Very Rev. Michael F. Fallon, O.M.
1., D.D., rector of Holy Angels’
Church, Buffalo, N.Y., spoke recent-
ly at the University Club om the
present crisis between Church and
State in France. Father Fallon said:

«“An obscurée but keen philosopher
bas wisely said that there are two
gides to every question—and then
there is the truth. The misfortune
surrounding the discussion of the
present crisis in France lies, from
the Catholic point of view, in the
fact that only ome side of this con-
troversy has been fully presented to
the American public, and I am glad
that the University Club of Buffalo
has chosen to hear the other side.
Audi alteram partem is an ancient
classical motto that fits with pe-
culiar appropriateness into the lives
of university men. Who shall be
fair-minded and impartial seekers af-
ter truth if not those who have been
blessed with the priceless advan-
tages of a liberal education?

“And yet, in the remarks I have to

make to you to-night, T seek no
quarter and I offer none. I propose
to speak by the book. I am  pre-

pared to give chapter and page for
every statement I make. We have
been told until the reiteration has
become mauseating that we live in
the century of the ‘square deal.’
Well, all the Catholic Church asksj
with regard to this or any other;‘
questfon is a fair field and no hvur.i
She objects to a game where the |
cards have been stacked, either for|
or against her. She loves the truth,
both for its own sake and for its
consequences. Poisoning of the wells
she abhors as a mean and cruel dLL‘
vice unworthy even of pagan war-
fare. And concerning the struggle
in France, the wells of history have
been shamefully and lﬁghtfully_ poi-
soned.

“Still, I admit that the defenders
of a cause should not misunderstand
the resources of which they can dis-
pose; a proper comprehension of
realities is. the highest and rarest
political wisdom, and in the pre-
sent case, humanly speaking, the
odds against the Catholic Church are
overwhelming. But she is not sim-
ply or mainly a political machine.
There are occasions when by her very
nature and constitutiom and by her
claim to be a divine teacher, she
cannot yield. With one of these
occasions she is now face to face in
France.

BEGINNING OF IT ALL., i
““The seeds of the present strife
were sown deep in the history of
long ago. Every reader has some
acquaintance with that terrific event
which men call the French Revolu-
tion of 1789, but only the patient
student has other than a superficial
knowledge of its complex causes and
its far-reaching effects.

“Its basic principle was an insane
passion for universal leveling. It
was founded on half truths and cle-
ver shams and unreal catch words
and thinly veiled hypocrisy. Its li-
berty was shameful license; its equa-
lity, legalized slavery; its brother-
hood, mutual butchery. TIts lying
pret put h t men beyond the
pale of the law and hurried innocent
victims to the scaffold, Its religion
Wwas a public denial of the existence
of God; its morality an unblushing

worship of a common prostitute
placed on the al of Notre Dame
de Paris, under title of the God-
dess of Reason. 2

““The present persecution of  reli-
glon in France is ‘a revivel in a less
sugulnu-yq”but -quite as effective

lays France,

WALDECK-ROUSSEAU’'S LAW.

‘““This  century-old contest entered
upon its newest phase by the law of
M. Waldeck-Rousseau in 1901 di-
rected against the religious orders.
M. Waldeck-Rousseau sought his in-
spiration in the principles of the
French Revolution, and he found a
precedent for his proposed legislation
in an old revolutionary law which
proscribed and made illegal any
meeting of more than twenty per-
sons.

‘““This modern Robespierre, how-
ever, went much further in his pro-
jected law. It was a clever mix-
ture of deceit, cunning, hypocrisy
and demagogy. These religious or-
ders, said M. Waldeck-Rousseau, have
accumulated a gigantic and danger-
ous fortune aggregating one bfllion
francs. He then proceeded to abuse
public credulity and arouse public
covetousness by the alluring  and
hypocritical pretense that this im-
mense wealth would be employed by

him for the establishment of a pen- |

sion fund for the benefit of the work-
ing classes. Many of the religious
congregations were also lulled into
an unfortunate sense of security by
the lyfng promise that authorization
would be granted them under the
law, if they made out a good case,
and that, in any event, they would
receive life annuities from the pro-
ceeds of their property.

“This  Waldeck-Rousseau law of
1901 was essentially an infamy and

| an injustice; it violated the first ar-

ticle of that solemn contraet be-
tween France and the Holy See—
the Concordat—which guaranteed the
free exercise of the Catholic religion
in France. When the law was 'put
into  effect, every promise of its
promoters was broken in the letter
and in the spirit by the methods of
its execution. I proceed to prove
these assertions. Fifty-four religious
orders of men and eighty of women
made application for authorization
under the new law, presenting at
the same time their reasons for so
doing. They were condemned in a
lump, without discrimination and |
little discussion, by a parliamentary
committee that had been carefully se-
lected for the purpose.

‘M. Waldeck-Rousseau them calmly
told the religious orders that their |
organization had been illegal, im-
moral and invalid from the begin-
ning. ‘By pronouncing your vows,’
he said to them, ‘you violate the
civil law, which forbids the aliena-
tion of things that are not allowed |
to be dealt with. By the vow of
obedience you makeyourselves slaves,
by the vow of chastity, you cease to
be useful members of society and
break the moral law.’

‘It is difficult to keep one’'s pa-
tience in dealing with the infamous
sophistry of this finished hypocrite.

The authority which gave protection |

to societies of stock gamblers, de-
creed as outside the law, associations
of priests whose purposes were re-
ligion and education. Fallen women
might, and do, associate and organ-
ize for the purpose of prostitution,
French law will recognize them and
give them protection. . But it for-
bids the association of pure women
who offer their lives in the service
of God and of humanity.

THOUSANDS MADE HOMELESS.

‘“Thirty thousand men and 130,-
000 women, many of them aged and
infirm, and all of them umaccustom-
ed to the ways of the world and un-
able to accommodate themselves to
fts circumstances after years spent
in retirement, s'w themselves sud-

held the action of its chief executive
when, smashing diplomatic prece-
dents to pieces, he remonstrated with
the Russian Government because of
the sufferings of the Jews within its
jurisdiction. Has the age of chi-
valry passed so soon ? Not quite.
The powerful and independent press
of Great Britain and America is to-
day hard atwork manufacturing pub-
lic fndignation against fictitious at-
rocities in the Congo, but it sees
nothing in the legalized rohbery and
cruel plunder of inoffensive and de-
fenceless Catholic sisters in
to call forth even a mild protest.

FICTION OF A PENSION FUND.

‘“But what became of the promis-
ed workingmen’s pension fund? Wal-
deck-Rousseau, its author, had dis-
appeared, in
catastrophes so common in France.
His mantle fell on the shoulders of
Edgar Combes. Coarse brutality
stepped into the empty shoes of hy-
pocrisy. But the mad work of con-
fiscation and injustice went on un-
interrupted. No benefit, however,
came to the workimgmen. The law
has now been in force five years;

|every dollar’'s worths of property,
| both movable and immovable, real
and personal, belonging to the re-
ligious orders, has passed into

France |

one of those political |

the |

EPISCOPATE OF FRANCE.

Text of the Reply of the
Bishops to the recent Ency-
clical of the Holy Father.

The most notable event of to-day
is the publication by the Osservatore
iRom'\nu of Rome, of the reply of
‘the French Episcopate to the Ponti-

|

’flcul Encyclical. ‘““Most Holy Fa-
ther says the Bishops, “at the
moment when, for the third time,

we Cardinals, Archbishops and Bi-
shops of France find ourselves united
in plenary assembly to deliberate
upon the interests of that very noble
portion of the Catholic Church
which we are the immediate pas-
tors, our first want is to send to
your Holiness the expression of cur
deepfelt gratitude for the new pledge
of most paternal and Apostolic soli-

of

citude which you have deigned to
give to us, to our clergy, and to
our well-beloved people, in address-

ing to us the Encyclical of the Gth
of January.
‘““We hasten to add to this senti-

ment of gratitude the assurance of

our complete and steadfast adhesion
to the judgment passed by vowu
| Holiness on the legislation on rcli-

gious affairs which began by Lie

possession of the government. Ready | Law of 1905, and which is  con
| lawyers, greedy officials, govcrnmentlti,,m.,] by the law of 2nd Jamiary
agents, have reaped Ithc abundant | 1907,
harvest. They seek by every means | «jq it possible, Most Toly ather
to have the agreeable sweetness long | 1o cast a more clear and deeisive
drawn out. But no dollar has gone | jight, hetter than “our ITclisess ha
{to the fund that was vo succor the |dgpe, upon the most ohscure joms
laboring-man in his declining years. |of all this tenebrous =unerprise?  We
Let me cite a few facts to show ! 4, not think so
how the confiscated property was | ‘“With you, and with a soul wro
shamefully sacrificed at < public auc- | foundly saddened, because in ‘(In
tion. I quote from the authentic re- | mmrminw\' which the recent nw
ports made to theFrench I"”lmm("" | consummates we no longor TeCognise
and in the few examples I give, | the generous and so fundar taly
| follow the alphabetical order: | honest soul of our i8] =70
;p)‘”l"*Y against the viole which
‘ LEGALIZED BRIGANDAGE. {has been .done to the ost sucred
i SiRLts. A
1 “In the department of Ain—pro~|‘ ‘“We, in our turn, HHllow ng  vou,
| perty valued at 1,610,720 francs rd(‘»clm‘c that religious peace. xy"x'n]v
{was sold for 219,250 francs, or | gisturbed amongst us, will he re-

| about thirteen per cent. of what
cost its owners.

“In Allier, property worth 850, 000 |
francs went for 185,000 francs, or a
| little over onefifth of its value.
| “In the Alpes-Maritimes, 1,300,000
| francs worth of property went for
| 685,810 francs, one-half of its value.

“In the Basses-Alpes, a piece of |
property assessed at 25,000 france

| brought at auction less than 10 per |
namely, 2200 |

| cent. of
francs.

its value,

only 44 per cent. of its value, being
worth 1,149,000 francs, and selling
{for 507,110 francs.
a list of over 8000 auction sales,
and we are only at the beginning.

““I select, also, as typical of
other aspect of the case a few cha-
racteristics examples.
in St. Four allowed himself
francs for legal services which
|law assesses at 180.

“For a property at St. Brieuc,
which could not be sold, and wupon

1950
the

total of 22,755 francs will be made
up by some other victim.

‘“T'welve hundred arbitrary law-
suits have been entered merely asa
matter of form, against the Chris-
tian Brothers, to discover the own-
ership of buildings which they had
rented. Forty-eight hundred law-
yers are busy with the briefs in
these cases. The total cost is al-
ready 565,000 francs, and not a
single case has yet come to trial.
The property of the religious orders
will, of course, stand the expense.

““The convent of the sisters at Li-
moges was sold for 5320 francs, a
ridiculous price. The expenses read-
ing up to the sale were 2707 francs;
the auctioneer allowed himself 2500
francs as his fees; there remained the
stately and suggestive balance of
thirteen francs to be divided between
the vmunmn'- pauluu fund and

llﬁql

it |

“In the Bouches-du-Rhone, the real |
estate of the religious orders brought !

‘““And so the story goes on through i

an- |

An attorney |

which a price 72,000 francs ' was
placed, the auctioneer charged up
2406 francs for advertising and
20,349 francs for his fees. This |

eond vions so

established only on the

Mxple%]» laid down in your encycli-
|cal, and they are the same in our
| consciences, namely: respect, for
| the hierarchy of the (' :n, the in-
}nolabmty of its property, ond its
1llbm:ty.

| ““Until then we will nor subsecribe

to the accomplished tact.

“Your Holiness deigns to tell us
that the spectacle of our such per-
fect union—a mutual 1 r.ion and unfon
|to the See of Peter—in <uch ¢ reum-

| stances, u. You deign
to add that for this spectacle which
we give Lo the world, ich that
we may be praised before the whole
| Chureh.

| ““Thanks, Most Holy
renders us singularly to
| this praise is that it represents for
. our Christian land iitle of
‘glory in continuwance of those which
‘our venerated amncestors wained Kor

is a joy to

yvou W

Wather;
sensitive

wlat

dear a

her in times past
difficult.

i “Most Holy Father.
|

|

that were equally

““We desire to say aloud thut the
sentiments which we nere express
| spring forth spontaneously from our
hearts—the hearts of French Bishops.
;: ‘“Among the calumnies of which
the Church has been the object
these latter days, there is one which
was at the same time aimed at
your august person and at ours—a
calumny which your Holiness has,
undoubtedly, neglected to mention
in your Encyclical.

“Now, it is too painful for us
that we should be silent upon . it.

“At the very time that the Holy
See was represented as dominated or
influenced in the present conflict by
preoccupations more or less forefgn
to its sacred ministry, did they not
dare to say that the French Epis-
copate followed after the Pope with
more discipline than conviction? and
that the beauty of the spect of
our union was lessened by the pas-
siveness of our obedience ?

‘“T'o this calumny, by which we
were wounded, we reply that in
historical fact as in divine right, it
is uhaugh to the Pope to confirm
hil brethren, without absorbing

in

le

hM.ng said that, strong in
on which your Holiness

| vellous manner to the little ome.

thing
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“In concluding, Most Holy Father,

we ask your Holiness that it may
be permitted us to repeat, in the
face of the misguided ones who
calumniate us, how dearly we love
our country: submissive to its insti-
tutions, respectful of power, we will
know always how to make to the

country all the sacrifices compatible

with our faith and our
“Paris, January 15th, 1907.
the Archbishops and
Bishops of France.
“FRANCOIS, CARD. RICHARD.
““Archbishop of Paris.”’

PARLIAMENT OPFAS

honor.

“For Cardinals,

Irish Legislation Paramount

London, Fekruary 12.—Tht sceons
session of the sccond parliament,  of
the present reign, which promises to
be full of interest and importance a
a consequence of the projected Libe
ral attack on the House of Lord:
and thefr introduction of an install
ment of IHome Rule for Irelamd, was
opened by King dward this afte
noon with all the imposing ceremo
nies which have attended those func
tions since his acc ion

In reference to Ireland, the King's
speech says:

“Your attention will be called to a
measure for further associating the
people of Ireland with the mamage
ment of their domestic affairs and
otherwise improving their system of
government in its administrative and
financial aspects Proposals will
also be submitted to you for effect-

ing a reform of university education

in Ireland, by which, I trust, the
difficulties which have so long re-
tarded higher education in that coun-

try may be removed.

The document foreshadowed a full
and busy sessfon devoted %o Ireland,
army reform and temperance,
from the overshadowing
the House of Lords. After the usu-

to the good relations
between Great Britain

apart
question of

al reference
prevailing

and the other powers the speech de-
plored the loss of life and destruc-
tion of property resulting from the

earthquake at Kingston.

“I have seen with satisfaction,”
said the King, ‘‘that the emergency
has been met by the Governor and
his officers with courage and devo-
tion, and by the people
The
forth many proofs of
will from all parts of my

with self-

control. occasion has called
practical good
Empire,

and T recognize with .sincere gra-
titude the sympathy shown by the
people of the United States amd the

assistance promptly offered by their
naval authorities.”’

HOME RULE BILL THE ONLY

SOLUTION, SAYS SECRE-
TARY BIRRELL.

London, February 13.—In the de-
hate on the address in reply to the
speech from the throne, in the House
of Commons to-day, Walter Hume
Long, at one time chief secretary for
Ireland, raised the Irish question,
and Augustine Birrell, the present
chief secretary, replied that he, like |
Premier Campbell-Bannerman, was
perfectly tisfied that the only so- |
lution safisfactory to the great ma-

jority of the Irish people was what
is generally called the Home Rule
Bill, and that neither he nor the

Premier would assume responsibility
for any measure likely to obstruct or
interfere with the fulfilment of these
hopes. This statement was greeted
with loud ministerial and National-

ist cheers.
One of the greatest blessings to
parents is Mother Graves’ Worm

n;xﬁsmmﬁor. It effectually expels
worms and gives health in a mar-

{ late

Death of Bishap

Head of Fall River Diocese
Succumbs After Operation
for Tumor.

Stang

Right Rev. William Stang, D.D.,
Bishop of Fall River, Mass., died
on February 1 at St. Mary’s Hos-
pital, Rochester, Minn,, following an
operation for tumor of the bowels.
As in the case of the late Arch-
bishop Montgomery, of San Francis-
co, the mews of the death of this
‘ active and brilliant New England pre-

came with a shock of surprise
to the country at large. Only a
short time ago the Bishop attended
a testimonial given to him by the
Knights of Columbus at Fall River,
of the and
addresses he de-
some
the operation

and made one strongest
ever

had been ill for

most stirring

e
however,

finally

ary

time and

was deemed absolutely ne-
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Mr. . ). McGee Resigns,

Gives up Position as Clerk of
the Privy Council.
Ottawa.—The Clerk of the Privy
Mr. J. J. McGee, has, ow-
ing to failing health, tendered his
resignation, to take effect in three
months’ time, during which he has
been granted leave of absence. He
will succeeded in the office by
Mr. Rodolphe Gourdeau, private se-

cretary to Sir Wilfrid Laurter.
Mr. McGee was appointed clerk of

was the author

books pastoral

and r ious

test work, entitled ‘‘Socialism

Christianity,” was published in

Council,

be

the Privy Council May 20, 1882,
holding a commission under the
Great Seul of the Dominion em-
powering him to administer the

oath of allegiance and of office
all persons

to
appointed to any office
under the Great or Privy Seals. He
was also Deputy Governor to His
Excellency the Governor-General un-
Lord Aberdeen’s Privy Seal.
He was borm in Wexford, Ireland,
1845, was educated at St.
Wexford, 1863 came
to Canada_ at the instance of his
brother, the Jlate Hon. Thomas
D’Arcy McGee. In 1868 he became
a provincial land surveyor, and serv-

der

in

Peters’, and in

ed on Government surveys in Al-
goma, after which he took the sci-
ence course at McGill, Montreal. Af-

ter thirteen years in outside service
with the Intercolonial Railway, he
entered the Dominion lands survey

branch of the Interior .- Department,

from which he was appointed to
the high office he held with such
credit to himself and honor to the

service for 25 years.

English Journal in Rome,

‘“Rome,’’ is the name of an Eng-
lish journal printed in the Eternal
City. It is. edited by Vox Urbis,
one of the ablest Catholic writers in
the world, and one who has special
facilities for obtaining news of fm-
portance. It is published weekly
and the first number is a  most -
creditable one.




