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(By An Occasional Contributor.)

This week’'s anniversaries are not
as numerous as those of last week;
at least the gleaner of them has not
been able to discover as many. But
the few that are to hand have their
own importance.

Monday, September, the 21st, was
the anniversary of the death of the
farmhous Latin poet Virgil, who died
on that .date in the year 19 B.C. It
was he who left us the classic mas-
terpiece of the Aeniad and those won-
derful pastoral poems, the ““Geo-
gics.”’ On the 21st September, 1795,
the first Orange Lodge was formed
in Ireland. The date is memorable
in the annals of that organization,
than which none has ever created
more trouble in the bosom of
land. On the 21st September, 1832,
at his residence at Abbotsford, Sir

any

Walter Scott peacefully closed his
wonderful can’. Scott- was  cer-
tainly one of the most prolific writ-
ers that ever wielded a pen in the
English language. He did more to
popularize Scotland and make his
country known to the world than,
perhaps, any other writer of modern
times. He has a magnificent monu-
ment at Abbotsford; his bust is in
Westminster; and his memorial monu-
ment in Edinburg is a splendid

structure raised by the hands of na-
tional gratitude; but, before poster-
ity, his monument shall ever be the.
““Waverley’’ novels, and his poems.
The 21st SeptembLer, 1864, was the
occasion of Sheridan’s great victory
at Fisher's Hill. It was one of the
most important battles of that
ond last year of the great conflict
between the North and the South,
and there, as in all other struggles,
Sheridan distinguished himself.

sec-

September 22nd was thé anniver-
sary of the death of Pope Clement
1IV., who died in 1744, In 1789, on
the same date, United States Gov-
ernment established the first Post
*Office Department—a great step for-
ward in the organization of the coun-
try. On the 22nd September, 1870,
Victor Emmanuel took possession of
Rome. That day marked the com-
mencement of the usurpation that
‘has since continued to exist. and al-
g0 marked the loss, by the great
‘Pius IX. of that temporal sovereign-
ty which was his by all rights of
succession and legal prescription.

The 28rd September is the anniver-
sary of the landing of the Spaniards
at Kinsale, in Ireland, when, in
1601, they came to aid the Irish in
their struggle against the usurper
and invader. On the 23rd Septem-
ber, 1780, the famous spy Andre was
captured. The same date of the
month witnessed two memorable
births—that of Bishop John England
in 1786, and that of Lady Fullerton
in 1812.

On the 24th September, 768, King
Pepin of France died; he whom a
Pope crowned and who was the first
to win for his country the honored
title of ‘‘Eldest Daughter of the
Church.”” On the 24th September,
1143, Pope Innocent II. died. On
the same date, in 1798, Bartholomew
Teeling and Matthew Tone were exe-
cuted in Ireland. But above all is
the date (24th Sept.) memorable for
the death of Thomas Judkin Fitzger-
ald, in 1810. He was known as
“Flogging Fitzgerald.”” He was a
magistrate in Tipperary, and his
method was to arrest on suspicion,
and then to have his victims flogged.
As his story would be too long for
this column, your correspondent will
tell of him in another article.

The 25th September, 1498, Colum-
bus sailed a second time for Amcr-
dca. On the same date, 1513, Bal-
.boa discovered the Pacific Ocean. On
25th September, 1699, the first Am-

ri jpaper was i d in Bos-
ton. In 1794, on the same date, the
wect ~ poctess, Mrs. Memgns was
rn. It is also the anniversary of
the election of O’Connell, as  Lord
‘Mayor of Dublin, in 1841. And, in
1870, the great siege of Paris was

mmenced on the 25th September.

The 26th September, 610, saw the
death of Bishop Colmando of Meath.
11534, on the same date, = P

‘| spirited, gifted Father Fabér

26th b Philadelpt was
one more anniversary—on the 26th
Septelmber, 1863, exactly forty years
ago to-day, the sweet-souled, holy-
bade
adieu to earth and went to join the
ranks of the Church Triumphant,
leaving us the delightful heritage of
his incomparable works.

Catholic Education

At a recent dedication of a new
school and hall by Archbishop Ryan
in his archdiocese, the sermon was
delivered by Bishop Haid, of North
Carolina, His Lordship spoke in part
as follows:—

To some the Catholic Church
pears as a wecll-organized society, op-
posed to progress, selfish in her aims,
spirit

ap-

perhaps even inimical to the
and genius of freedom and enlighten-
ment. To otherseshe concentrates her
whole being in the purely spiritual,
the future only, forgetting the pre-
sent, excluding from her sphere of la-
bor the temporal well-being and hap-
piness of her members. This magnifi,
cent edifice is a standing refutation

of all false notions. In the first
place, this buiiding is destined to be
the home of true education, and edu-
cation which will fit those who re-
ceive it for a faithful and efficient
performance of all their duties, tem-
poral and spiritual. All that pater-

nal solicitude for the welfare of the
children of this parish could do was
done to make this a home worthy of
this high aim. Neither time, nor
study, nor money, nor experience were

spared to reach this exalted end.
Could all this have been done were
priests and Catholic people opposed

to education, to enlightenment, to
true progress? Some may point to
schools already erected by the city
—schools upon which money teken in
part from this and other Catholic
congregations was gencrously, per-
haps lavishly spent; why not use
these pullic schools? Why not send
your children to them and save
priest and people the heavy burden
of building and supporting this par-
ish school?

I will only in passing refer to the
first fact that many children in this
and other large cities are turned a-
way for want of room in these pub-
lic schools; the great expense of
erecting others is dreaded. What
would the taxpayers say if the Cath-
olic children (fully one-seventh of all
children attending school) should de-
mand at public expense what now
Catholic generosity is doing for
them?

Catholics are not foolish; they are
not indifferent or careless in spend-
ing their often hard-earned money.
The very fact that it is acknowledg-
ed that they carry this heavy bur-
den should make people inquire for
their reasons. They would not build
these parochial schools nor stint
themselves in supporting them unless
driven to it by their sense of justice
to their children. They feel that
they must educate their children;
education now perhaps more than
ever is necessary for their success and
well-being. But, this education to a
Catholic signifies more than mere
mental training; it goes deeper, is
broader, embraces heart as well as
head. Whilst doing all to further the
temporal success of our children, we
cannot forget that they have immor-
tal souls; we dare not forget that
eternity follows time, that life is
short, and though a reality in itself,
it must also be a pi‘eparation for
eternity. The world in which we live
has its claims, but the God who cre-
ated this world has also His rights;
to satisfy both we must teach our
children so to live that death will be
the beginning of a happier life.

But why are Catholics almost a-
lone in demanding a religious educa-
tion for their children? Cannot reli-
gion be taught in the Sunday school
or family?

Religion must he a part and a
principal part of our lives. We can-
not relegate it to a corner nor treat
it as secondary duty. Faith— divine
faith—is simply essential to  salva-
tion. God does not reveal in vain.
He demgnds that we believe all He
has revealed, because He has so re-
vealed it. Three years the world's
Redeemer spent il teaching, in  pre-
paring s "Apostles to teach, and
even then He sent the Holy Ghost
to complete and confirm His work.

in military history. In 1777, on the

taken by the British. We might add-

~child may have an

‘knowledge of Christian

seems absolutely necessary that reli-
gious instruction should form a part,
a daily part, of its education.

And what shall T say of the duties
we owe to Ged? They are meither
few nor easy. ‘‘Take up ' your
cross!”’ “Do penance,”’ etc. How for-
eign are these sacred obligations to
flesh and blood—how difficult in the
face of passion and temptations. If
they are minimized in childhood and
youth, if they are not enforced as

real duties, how can we expect our
children to practice them in  after
life? And yet they are God’s com-

mands—that we live up to these sa-
cred obligations we owe to God. I
need not dwell longer on the neces-
sity of impressing long and earnestly
these lessons on youthful hearts.
Where else can this be done except
‘in schools where religion forms are an
integral part of education. And the
teachers; who are they and what
their life’'s work? They are men and
women who have left the world in
order to make teaching the ope great
aim of their lives. No earthly ad-
vantage is sought by these teachers,
no selfish end is theirs. Even the
very garb they wear, though banish-
ed from our public schools, reminds
thg little ones of their lives of sacri-
fice for God and the welfare of their
pupils. It is but reasonable to be-
lieve that such men and women will
prepare themselves fully mentally and
morally for the faithful and thor-
ough performance of their life’s work.

Nor have the temporal needs been
overlooked. Examine and convince
vourselves. All that the health,
safety and comfort of _\'our'childrcn
can demand has been carefully pro-
vided for in this mangnificent build-
ing, Every detail was studied, un-
derstood and faithfully executed
Look at your society halls; men and
women, old and young, find all they
need—even comfort can ask. Examine
the twenty-five splendid class-rooms;
what more guifah]o, heaithy and con-
venient could be wished? Behold this
grand auditorium; is it not all that
a great and progressive congregation
can desire? Even the very roof af-
fords a hundred opportunities for re-
creation and amusement.

Here then the ideal’ of Catholic
duty and Catholic life is realized.
The noble building itself preaches an
eloquent sermon to the passer-by and
tells him what the high aims of the
Catholic Church really are.

FIRST CATHOLIC PRELATE
IN NEW ENGLAND.

The annual dinner of the French-
American Society, M. Hugo A. Du-
buque president, took place recently
in Boston. Among the'thirty mem-
bers present was Lieutenant-Govern-
or Adelard Archambault of Rhode Is-
land. The address was delivered by
M. F¥Francis Hurtubise, Jr., who is
private secretary to Governor Bates
of Massachusetts. His subject was
““Bishop Cheverus, the First Catho-
lic Prelate of New England.” He
spoke of the good work done by the
venerated Father Matignon in gath-
ering quietly together and uniting a
flock of Catholics in and about Bos-
ton, when his field consisted of all
New England, including the Penobs-
cot and Passamaquoddy tribes of In-

dians; and how, in 1796, the Abbe
Cheverus came to help him im his
work, and was sent to the Indian

flock. From this field he returned in
time to aid Father Matignon in the
care of the sick at the time of the
yellow fever epidemic. The name of
Cheverus became an honored one out-
gide his own people; the flower of
Boston’s non-Catholics contributed
to the building of his Church, dedi-
cated September 29, 1803; while he
gave books from his valuable library
to the Boston Athenaeum. In 1810
he was consecrated Bishop of Bos-
ton; in 1823, transferred to Montau-
ban, in France; in 1826, became arch-
bishop of Bordeaux; in 1836, pro-
claimed Cardinal, and in the same
year he died,

In connection with the address of
M. Hurtubise it may be added that
when Cardinal de Cheverus was a
missionary in the United States, in
the early part of the last century,
one Sunday morning, he was tra~
versing. a dense forest far from any
habitation, there suadenly feli upon
‘his ears the sound of solemn, melo-
dious singing, issuing from the thick-
est part of the woods. He turnell
his steps in ®hat direction, ana was
astonished to find a Land of Indians,
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Holy
Angels. =~

(By An Occasional Contributor.)

Before another issue of the ‘‘ True
Witness’’ we will have commenced
the month of October, which is the
one specially dedicated to the Holy
Angels. It seems to us that in life
we are too often forgetful of the
part played by these pure spirits in
the great drama of existence. If we
run back over the history of anti-
quity we will find that the Angels,
acted as the messenger and envoys
of God to man in all most all the
important events that took place. It
was an angel who came to execute
the first punishment inflicted by the
Almighty upon man, in driving him
forth from the garden of Eden. From
that day onward every comfnunica-
tion, almost, that took place be-
tween heaven and earth was through
the medium of an angel. And when
the great period of Redemption came
upon the world the celestial host
seemed to have been employed al-
most continuously in the carrying
out of that Divine Scheme for the
salvation of human souls. An angel
announced to Mary that she was to
become the Mother of Christ. Angels
descended at Bethlehem to chaunt
““Glorias’’ around the crib; an angel
warned St. Joseph to take the Child
and Mother and to fly into Egypt.
And at the end of those thirty years
of human labor, when Christ set
forth on His public mission, an an-
gel was constantly at hand to minis-
ter into Him. In the Garden of
Olives an angel presented Him with
the chalice of sorrow and others came
to console Him. And when the dread
tragedy of Calvary was over, an an-
gel watched over the tomb; and an
angel descended from heaven to roll
away the stone from the sepulchre,
and to then inform the holy women
and the faithful disciples that He had
arisen. 5

Thus it is that we find these pure
spirits, in the grand hierarchy of
heaven, acting as the agents, the
mouth-pieces, the mandataries, Ihe
messengers of God. They occupy
permanent posts jin the service of
Heaven. To every nation an angel
is sent as a guardian; to every
Church throughout Christendom is
one specially assigned; and, what is
more, to each individual, from the
hour of conception, from the first in-
stance of the soul’s life, there is un
angel-guardian whose duty it is
watch over that soul all through
life, to stay with it until death, and
even to stand beside it at the Judg-
ment seat. These angels are actually
with us. It is no mere fancy, they
arc not merely imaginary beings. Be-
side each one of us walks an angel—
in joy or in sorrow—and ‘that com-
panion will be each one unto the very
end. When the end comes, and all
the allurements of life are vanishing
like a dream, and all those we loved
or who loved us, are left behind at
the grave, that one being, alone, will
follow our soul into the dread realm
of eternity and stand there to wit-
ness to all the good that we have
done.

It is a most holy and consoling de-
votion. Above all de children find a
keen incentive to prayer and confi-
dence in this faith in and reliance en
their guardian angels. We know how
powerful must be the prayers of these
pure spirits with God. It must be
remembered that whem Lucifer rebell-
ed and took with him a host of an-
gels, the Almighty sent Michael the
Archangel with the glittering phal-
anx of the celestial army to drive
the rebel spirits into eternal _exile
and punishment. In such an  hour
those who remained faithful earned a
claim upon God’s bounty; and need-
ing nothing for themselves, they will
apply those merits to us, if only we
ask for the same. And the coming
month is their month; therefore one
of exceptional graces.

Random Notes
 And Gomments

———

ace is one of the four that remained
to the Papacy after the occupation
of Rome in 1870, It is beside the
Church of St. John of Lateran, the
oldest Church in Rome. It is occu-
pied in part by some of the officers

Satolli, the Archpriest.. It was at
one time the summer residence of the
Popes before the restoration of the
Quirinal, some one ‘hundred  years
ago. Since 1870 the apartments for-
merly used by the Popes have been
turned into a museum of ancient
sculpture. This section’ is the palace
is open every week to the public. The
entire edifice is very much in need of
repairs and the rumor above men-
tioned also has it that the cost of
fitting it up as a Papal Court will
be about hali a million dollars.
The Papacy now possesses in and
about Rome the Lateran and the
Vatican palaces, as well as that of
the Cancelaria, which is now occu-
pied by the Roman congregations;
and at some distance from the city
is the beautiful villa of Castel Gan-
dolfo, which also remains to the
Popes. Of course, these rumors are
only given fcr what they are worth,
as we have no positive information
as to their foundation.

THE CHURCH.—There is nothing
that we know of more surprising
than the positive admiration .that so
many great minds, amongst non-
Catholics, have for the Catholis
Church, and the enmity they appear,
at the same time, to feel towards
that venerable institution. Macau-
lay’s famous passage on the Church,
in his essay on ‘‘Ranke’s History of
the Popes’’ has gone into the do-
main of the classics. Yet Macaulay
had no love for Catholicity, on the
contrary he was animated with &
fearful antipathy to all eminating
from Rome. Still he was obliged, as
historian, to recognize the antiquity
and the grandeur of the Church.

We have before us another examn’
of the Protestant writer who consi-
ders the Church as an organization
—a human one, if you will—that de-
serves the admiration of the entire
world and that challenges all compe-
tition. It is H. D. Sedgwick, Jr.,
who, writing in ‘“World’s Work,”
points out the greatness of the
Church’s government by means of
comparisons with all the great poli-
tical and ecclesiastical organizations
of modern or of ancient times. In
this regard the writer says:—

‘““The Roman Catholic Church is
the most wonderful organization in
the world. The German empire, the
French Republic, the Italian king-
dom are in their infancy, the United
States a little more than a hundred
years old; the empires of Russia,
Austria, and of England cannot run
their claims back a thousand years;
but within a hundred years after the
death of Christ we find a Bishop of
Rome writing to other churches with
authority; and within few centuries
the Church was organized very much
in the same fashion that it is to-day,
and the Pope had become an import-
ance second only to the greatest
kings. Exceptional as the Roman
Church is in time, so it is in space.
The British Empire includes Austra-
lia, Canada, South Africa and New
Zealand; the Russian Empire extends
from the Baltic sea to the Behring
straits; but the Roman Church, with-
out a rival.in Italy, Spain and Por-
tugal, it is the chief in France, Aus-
tria, Belgium and Ireland and the
states of South America, and a
strong Church in the United States
and Germany; it has a hierarchy
side by side with the Church of Eng-
land and the Kirk of Scotland, and
communicants all over the world."
Thus does this writer present us
after his own manner, with two of
the most striking notes of the
Church—her antiquity, and her uni-
versality. ere he to have gone on
a little further he might have found
language to express another charac-
teristic of the same Church—her im-
mutability, or inchahgeablencss. But
we are satisfled to know that such
minds recognize so much; they com-
pensate for the lack of knowledge
amongst thousands.

WHERE WISDOM LIES.
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(By An Occasiona) Contn‘butor)
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Of late years various 0a
churches have been uL::nxl;:i?nzrd:lm“c
ply to themseives the name L: L
lic.”” And they make it a W“-l[thm
always designate our Church ag 2
Roman Catholic Church, wity, ;. -
cial emphasis on the word HU[Spe.
The idea to be conveye o
Church of Rome is no more Cathg;
than the Anglican, or the Amerj =
Episcopalian, or any other ux“ clz;.n
churches that style themselves ('a\he
olic, with a qualifying adjective 4\0 s
Catholic cannot be qualified, 0,: IAW:V
any limitations—if so it hag no ['casl
meaning. Recently, the Rev, 1

d is that the

3 r. ©,
A. Briggs, who recently lejt thg
Presbyterian Church, and v ho joineq

f-he }Zpisc0palians, Published an gy,
icle in the American Journal of The-
ology on *‘Catholic—The Name and
the Thing.”” The New York “Sup»
has commented on the article prett
forcibly, and has drawn ﬂ’lenug;v]
to the fact that “the author proves
by historical argument that the name
Catholic always stood for three es.
sential things:—(1) the vital unity
of the Church in Christ; (2) the geo-
graphical unity of the Church ex-
tending throughout the world; (8)
the historical unity of the Church in
Apostolic tradition. "The conclusion
is: They who would have a fust
claim to this title must possess thig
triple unity.”*

It is a potent to whomsoever will
read that only one Church on earth
can \ay claim to these three notes,
No other Church has the vital unity
of the Catholic Church; none other
extends over the entire world; nona
other has the historical continuity
that marks the See of Roma. Tha~t
Dr. Briggs may be on his way to
Rome the “Sun’’ partly concludes
from certain extracts which it takes
from his article. Of these the fol-
lowing are the most significant:—

‘““There can be no doubt that at
the close of the third Christian cen-
tiry Roman and Catholic were s
closely, allied that they were prac-
tically identical.” )

And again:—

““There can be no doubt that the
Roman Catholic Church of our day
is the heir by unbroken descent to
the Roman Catholic Church of the
second century,and that it is justified
in using the name ‘Catholic’ as the
name of the Church, as well as the
name ‘Roman.” If we would be Cath-
olic, we can not become Catholic by
merely calling ourselves by that
name, Unless a mname corresponds
with the thing, it is a sham and it
is a shame.”’

And finally:—

““It is mere perversity not to re
turn to Rome if the conscience is
convinced that Rome is right in all
her great controversies with Protest-
antism.’®

We only hope that, Doth for his
own sake and that of his fellowmen,
Dr. Briggs may see his way to push
on to the real and only Catholic
Church. He js too serious and log-
ical a man to remain long outside of
it.

e vn

PRACTICAL WORK.

The temperance organizations of
St. Mary’'s Church, Marshalltown,
Ia., known as St. Mary’s Temper
ance Society and the Happy Home
League, haye undertaken to furnish
two rooms in the new St. Thomas'
hospital This example should be fol-
lowed in Montreal.

e B0

CATHOLIC WOMEN AND SOCIAL
‘WORK.

e
I

The Catholic Women's Associatios,
Brooklyn, will open on September
28. Instruction will be given in Se¥
ing, dressmaking, millinery, shirt
walsts, embroidery, cooking, Eng-

typewriting and gymnasium
o in the course for Nasar
?Bl“lO‘nB who are found

up this work are giv"
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AN OLD CITIZEN I
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