TRE CHRISTIAN HEIPER.

Jewish monarch; lllgh( end, were it not for one |

still re- | ihe

one great person
gdud.—th fall of jem-chI. and the propliet

Jeremiah.
]ul..h was succeeded on the throne by his

roungm son by Hamutal, Jehoahaz (or Shal-
lum), but he only 3 mouhl. being carried

-w- captive In(o ! t by Pharaoh Necho,
y hew ied, «n) lg lM of | C

his own wtivilv (Jer. uxd : 44). which led to
impriscnment by ing (Jer. xxxii,
1; -bzn he still eouunued hn prophecy. "
Bluni,

During this imp. -onment Jeremiah received
the Diviae me-.pe connm«ljm our lesson of

to-day.
Th: title gm:n by the Iniernational Lesson

mhh (Jer. xxii. 1012 2 34).
next king was .l.hollklm (or Eliakim),
Josiah’s eldest son, who was placed upon
lhm.nolb the people as in the casc of his
Lu by the king of Egypt who had
nkm ebuhn captive, and who exacted tribute
udah in an annual sum equal to about
Su; The most im) event of Jehoia-
kim' 5 reign, to u, is lhe nning of the seventy
ﬂﬂ to. *“In B.C. 6oy,
lhe thi r ofjlho{nhm s reign (Dan. i 1, 2),
nezzar, who had been -;nt by‘:h father
Nlbopolnur.k of the new Bal ylum empire,
to recover the o inions conquered by Pharaoh
Necho, laid siege to Jerusalem as a capital of a
part of those dominions. The city submitted in
the following year, the fourth of Jehoiakim l:l’
xlvi, 2), the rvyll family, the princes (incl
Daniel and the * three children’) and many of lhe
people being sent to Babylon.  Jehoiakim him-
sell was also bound in fetters, to be carried to
Babylon (2 (.hmn. xxxvi. 6), but he obtained his
fn:edom. apparently by offering Nebuchadnezzar
a ‘part of the vessels of the house of God,’ and
bemnn a tributary to Babylon instead of 1o
Egypt” (2 Kings xxiv. 1).—B/unt. Afterwards
Jehoiakim succeeded, by rebellion, in obtaining
a certain amount of independence ; but Nebu-

chadnezzar again betlegui‘!emultm with a regu-
lar army, !m ‘)ehoukun ied (Jer. xxii. 18, 16 ;
xxxvi. 30, 31) before the city swrrewdered the

secomd fime, which event took place very shortly
after, Jehoiachim his infant son, aged § years,
beu the throne, and NeAusta the qnm
m‘ regent. Wuh the plunder, and the
““ten thousand captives” carried away was the
child-king, who was put in prison and confined,
—p-rtoi the time in chains (Ezek. u:.y)—‘ot
40 years, After some time,
Nehdudnuur seems to have relaxed his ngour.
okt b e et sou ncading Sasudhi
ln t sons, uding
thy whom the succession was handed
ron. ‘tll:‘oll" ll Matt. i,

hap) A more appropriate one
would be Gop's Vl.wu.l umu.num. His
SOVEREIGNTY. We then get lhe lollmv-n-dm--
ions : 1st. God's S‘wmz-l

Gou's Sovereignty Lilustrated by His hupm (n
of Fudgment, and (2) of Mercy ; 3rd.

ereagmity magnified in the Reswit,

DIVINE SOVEREIGNTY DECLARED,—v. 1-3.

V. 1. Jeremiah was called to the prophetic
office in the 13th year of Josiah's reign. For an
extended account of his life and writi the
teacher is referred 10 e selocted article in ano-
ther column of this paper. The second time.
See dup. unu 1, ete. In the court of the

prison, “or, ‘the court of the gyuard,’ a part of
lbe Im\gl palace (Neh i, 25), prohabl where
the royal guard had its quarters, Ther: would
no doubt always be a picket on duty in the guard-
chamber at the entrance of the court, but in his
own apartment Jeremmh was probably left un-
molested.” $p. "C

V. 2. Thus lallh the Lord. This expres-
sion gives always increased weight and lolemm(y
to wﬁ t follows. The Maker thereof— “ ra.
ther, the Doer of it, namely, that which emnuh
is about to wrhecy. the restoration of fsrael, au
act which hought now |mpoas|lale, but whlch
the Almugmy will effect.” — Fausset,
formed it,—that is, moulrh His
due shape for execution (Isaiah

lbid.

hat
purpose | into

xxwvil. 26).—

V. 3. Call unto Me. {lrmuh. as the
representative of the people of God, is urged by
God to pray for that which God has delermmed
1o grant, namely, the restoration. God's promi
are not to slacken, but to_quicken the nyeu o(

His people.” — /bid. ighty th nn. or
Adda things, as m the mug‘ln—y
man's comp

DIVINE SOVEREIGNTY ILLUSTRATED, —v. 4-8,,
l By Hu purposes of Ji V. 4 5.

V. ¢. Houses . , thrown down by the

mounh “In nncmu sieges, as the works of

and honour,
but it is not recorded how long Le rlved to enjoy
his freedom.—2 Kings xxv. 27-30,

Zedekiah (w ldnua‘) was made king by
Nebuchad “He was a mere viceroy,
overished and d

hed the walls, it was usual to
bmld mlwr lomhuuonl. and for this purpose
houses were pulled do'n, ho(h {~ give the vacant
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captivity of Israel. "Thunnmpccﬂh
latter ﬂ-n.hrlhlntn‘adldnumun'ilh

lhe)‘:: at |he termination of the sevemty years.”

l,'johni.y Rev. i. §; Eph. i
‘will pardon. ~See chap. xxxi. 34 ;
18 19; Tsaiah Iv. 7, etc.

DIVINE GLORY.—v. 9.

. And it—the city, as in verse 6. To
In l ‘name of Joy,a prai.» and an hon-
our before ali the nations of the earth
which shall hear all the good that I do
unto them.

PRACTICAL LESSONS,

1. No confinement can shut up God's people from
His presence.—v. 1. ples :  Daniel,
Paul, Bunyan.

2. In the gloomiest hours, the believer may be
comforted with thoughts of the sovereignty

of Jehovah.-- v, 2,

3. God is able to do for us, in answer to
far more abundant (hm;;. than we can either
ask or think. TI: A

4. God is angry with the wicked e day.
judgments are abroad in the 'ul.—v

5. God is mercilul as well as righteous.—v, 6. 1 3
(See Exodus xxxiv. 6, 7).

6. Sm is | like a disease, workmimhery and death,

e, I
Micah vii,

His

is like healt! ng peace

am! life,—v. 6-8,
7. God has provided clnnun  blood for guilty
sinners, in the Lamb (Jokn i 19),

and pardons the transgressors whoue iniqui-
ties have been thus washed awa

8. The Divine glory is the work o(red-:pllon.
v. 9

ArriL 25.—The Rechabites,—Jer. xxxv.

12.19. B.C, 606,
GOLDEN TEXT.
*Thus saith hosts, ¢
40 tal sho men of Judsh, and the Inhabitans of Jerum-
lom, Will yo to my

not to
words ! saith the l.ai.“—hn xxxv. 13,

INTRODUCTORY.

** One of the most singular facts in the history
of Israel is the continued existence in the heart of
the nation of a nomad race; partakers of its
P’Ml,u, lhnm- of its !mnhlp, "';1:'" 'hol!&

1
ampue x-ﬂ xxii, m"—sp 3.” By the

lword In Ezekiel xxvi. 9 the ‘n here
there

rem-

le of Israel, and sitting
on the throne -w& not rightly belong to
h-m, in the midst ol‘l hnlf~m|ud city, which the

greal ly not d, because
of lbe reverence vhmh hh dream (B.C. 60‘;) had
iven him for the God of Israel, and of

i brmnedthe]lvuhupﬁmwlmmh had

nhd to_high positions (D;:u -Biunt.
the BAbylonnh yoh.
into nn .lhm m
Aboul

h uttered Ihdr Em

this course (Jer. xxv ll-:n

{ from

Mﬂx whka on the 10th dny
(abant middle of December) in
ninth yeur of Zedekiah's
i; Esek, xxiv, I). that is in
beginning of the foll

d sword is and they
vm used for breaking down the uwen.

{ They come—that is, 7he Fews come
To N1l them —that is, the howses (v.4). Whom
I haveslain, “The enemies' sword was His
sword, and their anger His anger,  But it seems
the men that were slain wu‘; glin:'-l.ly nch as

for they “ere the ve mhwh«-wﬂ«lu—
God did hide Himself from this clty, so that He
m)uulnlﬂﬂehoqht upon them.”—Matthew
Henrv.

2. By His purposes of marcy.—v. 6-8.
(@) In temporal good.—v. 6, 7.
V. 6. 1 will bring it health and cure—

that is, ** #4is city” (v. 5). I will cure them.
" fi ﬂ:ue - that th;;(au"nf the

"Pild' s gives com-
o o the inhabifonts. "The sglden from

ll.ll.lhe:{q, lolh-. .r. lheg'copl‘;," "“
iy

nbihlyxlwinbch(!oﬂhl’ulhnnh
MM —that is, prosperity.”~

7 Y 'nuuptlvltyu Judah and the

this n-xv
snd this Arab (or it might almost be call
tribe, was the ma of Moses with Zij

bﬂvmtbechcunpeopll
)
from the land of Midian, Her father 0

came to the aid of Moses almost im htel;
after the exodus, (Exod. xxvii), and her brot!

Hobab rendered im) nnzmeelothebRw
leader th the i . The
encampment of the Kenites, as the was
called, was near to that of

arate. (Num. x, 29-32; xxiv, 21). A t
settlement in the inued.
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