December 6, 1917,

Briefly stated, the principal argu-
ments in favor of the present rules
qre as follows:

The Argument for 365 Days.

1. A 365-day test is now recogni:

as the standard by all our dairy brood
For one

institute a 300-day test would mun
that members of that association
would be always on the defence ex-
plaining it. The ordinary dairy farm-
er would not distinguish between
them.

2. Our records will compare more
favorably with American records

3. A two-yeareld heifer can be milk-
od a full year In order to fix the habit
of a long millkcing period gn her.

4. Any breeder is at liberty to con-
duct a 10 months' test now.

5. Records made for a shorter term
would mnot compare favorably with
former 865-day records.

A 300-Day Test.

The arguments which strike me as
being the principal ones in favor of
making a ohange to a 300-day basis
are as follows:

1. A 300day milking period will al-
low a cow to produce a calf every 12
or 13 months, as natx re intended, and
cows will be more likely to remain
regular breeders and profitable cows
until they reach a ripe old age.

2. It would put the average breeder
more nearly on a par with the big
and wealthy breeders, and would un-
doubtedly result in a great increase
in entries in our R.O.P. work.

2. Taken In the ageregate through-
ont Canada, if adopted by all our
dairy breed associations, there would
be a great increase fn the amount of
milk produced and number of calves
dropped during the next five or six
years

4. There would be much greater
uniformitv as regards length of time
the qualfied cows and hedfers will
have been milked to make their
records.

5. It will place our exhibitors and
winter fair dairy test cows, which
have to freshen regularly every year,
on a more even footing with other
stock that can now remain In thelr
own  stables and be tested for 365 days,
and thereby make much superior
records, although thev may be of
very inferior Individuality.

Uraent Necessity for Production.

While there Is much to be said in
favor of the rules as they stand at
present, It does seem to me that in
view of the food famine starigg the
world in the face to-day, as a result
of this bloody carnage in Burope,
these points pale into insignificance
in comparison with the urgent neces-

eitv for inereased production of dairy
products. This is a mhtter to which
1 have given a great deal of thought
during the past few months, and the
conclusion T have reached Is that we
shonld adopt a 300-day test and a time
Nimit of 400 dave in calving. I would
favor letting the standard for milk
and fat remain as at present. An
Avrshire cow that cannot produce
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few cows in that way on account of
the prestige they acquire through hav-
ing world's champion records in their
herds. In Canada, thanks to our 15
months’ time limit, we have never ex-
perienced so much trouble in this re-
spect, but already we have seen some
cases where a cow’'s powers of repro-
duction have been very serlously im-
paired by a year or two of high pres-
sure test work.

1 have written somewhat more fully
than I intended at the outset, with the
hope that it will cause our pure-bred
dairy cattle breeders to also give
some thought to this subject between
now and annual meeting time, in the
hope that then there will be a prac-
tical unanimity of opinion among our
breeders with regard to changes in
our RO.P. rules, which will lead to
increased production and reproduc-
ton in the dniry herds of Canada.

The 300 or the 365 Day Test

C. G. M,, Glengarry Co., Ont,

HALL we continue the 365 day
S test or shall we reduce it to 300

days? Which system is in the
best interests of the dairy stock of
Canada? Regarding this question, we
find our breeders divided into two
camps, first those who place the em-
phasis upon the record made, regard-
less of sacrifices before and after, and
secondly those who claim that a
record to be of real lasting value to
the breed it represents must be made
on a sound commercial basis. It is a
well known fact that a dairy cow, to
make the best use of her life, in the
work for which she is intended, name-
1y, the production of milk and the re-
production of her kind, must freshen
approximately once in twelve months
If she fails in this, the wide-awake
dairyman realizes that she Is losing
him money, and if that cow were not
registered, the chances are she wounld
soon end her life on the block. Why
should a system which leads to the
block an otherwise good grade cow,
be the means of leading her pure bred
sister to heights of fame which she
could not reach by any other method
That is the question in a nutshell. We
must all admit that greater yearly re-
cords can be wmade by having 15
months between freshening than with
only twelve, but Is the advantage gain-
ed a real one? The successful future
of registered dairy stock Is dependent
upon a firm, practical, economic foot-
ing. Any system which upsets the
economic and market balance of the
production of milk is not a safe basis
upon which to build. The production
and marketing of milk and milk pro-
ducts 1s the backbone of all dalry
enterprises, and any system which
ignores this balance must in the end
be detrimental to the registered dalry
stock industry.

It is a fact that many successful
breeders of pure bred stock are now
conducting their R. O. P. work upon
the 300 day basls rather than disar-
range their yearly breeding and mar.
keting schedule,

Personally, 1 am greatly interested
in the work being done by Mr. Leitch
of the Ontario Agricultural College
with the dairy herd there. 1 believe
Mr. Leitch is approaching the ques-
tion from the proper angle. He Is
placing the emphasis where it proper-
1y belongs, i.e,, upon economie, profit-
able production, and is making his
records conform to that standard. 1
beMeve the time Is coming when we
will all pay more attention to that side
of the question. I believe that in no
way can we better prepare for this
condition than by adopting the 300-

day test.
The 300-day test would also simplify
matters for those who count on en-
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lm‘)our own grinding at your own convenience—be Independent. Get
a Gilson Grinding Outht on our new, easy payment plan, and it will
pay for itself.

Did it ever occur to you that all the time you are doing without a
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The Blssell Stoel Roller b » risid y friove
Large roller bearings nml llrnnq l axles in-
slre -Imnlnlny and great strength.
Pissell is & 3-drum Roller of good weight,
built 1o lllml hard usage and give great ser-
vice, Write Dept. R for free catalogue.
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(See Advertisement flss on page 14.)

We want, and will pay highest
prices for all kinds of RAW

FURS

Ship your skins to us at once,

We pay Express Charges, or Postage.
Price list and shipping lags sent on request.

134 McGill St,,
MONTREAL,
3

Largest Fur Manufasturers in the World P.o.




