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Poictiers, 1356.

Philip of France was dead, and John
I., his son, was on the throne. The
second year’s campaign in Francebegan
with the battle of Poictiers. The adven-
turous Black Prince had pierced so far
into the heart of France, and King
John, justly prevoked by invasion, col-
lected an army, of fully 60,000 combat-
ants, and made hasty marches to inter-
cept him while occupied before the
castle of Remorantins; and the 19th of

September saw them engaged poong

318 vineyards of Maupertols near Pole-

tiers, which is the chief city in the de-
partment of Vienne,

The army of the prince was now re-
duced to little moré than 14,000 men.
It was on the evening of the 17th that
the English vanguard fell suddenly on
the French rear, and then the prince
became aware for the first time that he
was outnumbered by 46,000 men, that
they swarmed over all the neighbour-
hood, and that his retreat was cut off.

He instantly chose an admirable posi-
tion, on elevated ground, having his
flanks protected by vineyard wallsand
trenches, and to which there was but
one approach, a long deep lane between
hedgerows, so narrow that only four
horsemen could ride through it abreast.
In rear of thesehedges he placed
strong bodies of archers, to gall the en-

emy as they advanced. Over-night he
laced in ambush 300 men-at-arms and
archers; at a post from whence they
were to make a sudden and unforeseen
attack -upon the French flank. These
men were under Piers, the Captain de
Buche, K. G. The English van was
commanded by the Earl of Warwick;
the rear, or reserve, by the earls af
Salisb and Suffolk; the main body
by the k Prince himself; while the
Lords Sir John de Chandos, K. G., and
Audeley, K. G., with other brave and
experienced soldiers, were at the head
of different corps of the army.

Before a blow wasstruck or an arrow
shot, the Papal Legate, the Cardinal
Tallyrand de Perigord, anxious to pre-
vent the effusion of human blood, otfer-
ed his services as mediator. He induced
the Prince of Wales to promise that
he would repair the damages done by
his troops; and for seven years he
would not bear arms against .King
John; but the latter scornfully rejecte
these offers and confident in the over-
whelming strength of his forces, he
would be satisfled with nothing but the
surrender of the Prince and his whole
army at discretion, and, according to
Froissard, having four of the leading
English nobles ‘“‘at his mercy.”

] will rather die sword in hand,”
replied the gallant Prince, “than be
guilty of deeds so contrary to honor
and the glory of the English name!”
Then says lah;.lsim::hmn. he made a
short, h to his troops, telling them
“that victory depended not upon num-
bers, but on bravery; that, for his own

rt, he was resolved to conquer or

je and will not expose his countr
to the disgrace of paying his ransom. i

This was on Sunday, the 18th, and

the day was spent in making fresh
trenches, and barricades of waggons,
stones, and earth. With earliest dawn
on the morning of the 19th, the English
trumpets were heard pealing all over
.Maupertois, calling every man to his
feet; and the archers began to bend
their bows. Once more the Cardinal
failed to move the proud resolution of
the King of France.
" “Then said the Prince, ‘let him
come on; and God defend the rightl”
And, doubtless, in that hour of danger,
every English heart was animated by
the recent memories of Cressy, where
they fought with an :é]\ml disparity of
numbers, and resolved to emulate the
couarge of those who were the victors
there.

John marshalled his host in three di-
visions, each of 20,000 men. The first
was commanded by the Duke of Or-
leans; with him were a body of German
cavalry, and a t band of Scots, who,
says Lord Hailse, enjoying @ momen-
tary tranguillity at home, crowded to
the French standard under Lord Will-
jam Douglas, who was received with
distinguished honors. The second div-
ision wasled by the Dauphin; the third
b{the king himself, who had by his side
P ilig, his fourth and favorite son,then
only fourteen years of age. So contid-
ent were the French of this victory
that on this day all the Knights wore
their richest armour, their most valu-
able ornaments and orders.

The battle began by a select body of
French gendarmerie, led by two mar-
shals; these rode furiously along the
lane, but ere they could form in any
order to charge or break the front of
the English infantry, the archers open-
ed their deadly volleys from behind the
rows. In a few minutés one marshal
was shot down, the other was taken
prisoner, and the lane became choked
with dead or wounded men and horses
—the dying rolling over each other in
heaps—while, as De Mezeray has it
“The Englisman's bearded arrows
made the horses mad,” and in masses
they recoiled in terror on the advanc-
ing Germans. This circumstance so
alarmed the second column, under the
dauphin, that it began to waver in its
advance, and many men were seen

uietly retreating to the rear. This
3id not escape the eagle eye of the

the field, most unwisely with a formid-
able escort of 800 lances, which set an
example of flight that was followed al-
most instantly by the whole division
for since Cressy the French had cher-
ished a wholesome dread of ‘“‘the green
jackets and white bows” of the archers.
The leading division, under the Duke
of Orleans, became seized with a sim-
ilar panic; and imagining at this early
stage of the battle that all was lost,
thought no lopger of fighting, but be-

an a retreat t,?mt speedily became a
ight; while the exulting English men-
at-arms began to shout, “St. George
for Guienne!”

Then said Siv John d¢ Chandos, one
of the most able and brilliant warriors
of the age, and who had never quitted
young Edward’s side, “Sir, ride for-
ward; the day is yours! Let us assail
the King of France, for with him lies
all the strength of the enterprise.
Well I know his valor will not permit
him to flee; therefore, please God and
St. George, heshall remain with us!”
Seeing, also that the auspicious mom-
ent had arrived, the prince called to
the standard - bearers, saying, ad-
vance, banners, in the name of God and
St. Georgel”

Led by the prince and Chandos, the
English" men-at-arms poured at full
speed through the corpse encumbered
lane, and forming upon a piece of open
moor, charged the French with terrible
force. Their shock was alike fierce and
irresistible, The Constable of France,
with many squadrons of horse, vainly
endeavored to hold his ground, but was
slain with the chief of his knights;
the German horse, under the Counts of
Sallebruche, Nydo, and Nostro, were
next cut to pieces; and a terrible car-
nage was made of the Scots. Lord
Douglas was wounded and escaped;
but his half-brother, Sir Archibald,
was taken prisoner, together with Sir
William Baird, of Evandale. . The div-
ision under the king, inspired by his
fine example fought bravely. He and
his principal knights were now on
foot, while their assailants were mount-
ed; yet despite this disadvantage, they
made a gallant resistance. Battle-axe
in hand, King John fought foremost in
the fray; the boy, Philip, by his side,
calling to him ever an anon, ‘‘Father,
guard yourself on the right—guard
yourself on the left!”

Around them were the great Lords of
of what was then a noble nation and
faithful to its kings, all resolute to die
in their defence, though there was
death in front and flight in the rear.
The prince and Sir John Chandos kept
their troops steadily in hand, and con-
centrated all their efforts on this con-
fused multitude who fought around the
king, and who, under axe, arrow, and
lance, were falling fast in blood and
death. A furious throng of mingled
English and Gascons now pressed close
close upon him with cries of **Surrend-
er!” He was wounded and beaten to
the gruund; but again he rose, axe in
hand, and continued the unequal com-
bat with furious courage. Anxious to
save him, many En%ish gentlemen
prayed (among others, Sir John Treffry,
a knight of Cornwall) that he wou d
yield; but, being unwilling to do so to
any one of inferior rank, the hopless
monarch repeatedly asked, “Where is
my cousin? Where is the Prince of

ales?”

Then said a young knight of St
Omer, in French, *‘Sir, Surrender; he
is not here, but I shall lead yon to him.”

Struck\v the pure accent, the king
asked, ‘“Who are you?”

“Sir,” repliedthe other “I am Dennis
of Morbequé®, a knight of Artois; but I
serve the King of KEngland because I
have lost my all in France.”

*To you I surrender” said John, and
presented him with his right-hand-
gauntlet. As he led him an his son
away, the English claimed him with
violence from Morbeque; then the Gas-
cons demanded the honour of guarding
him and some, more brutal than the
rest, proposed that, rather than yield
him to others, he should be put to
death; but, luckily for the honor of Eng-
land, the appearance of Thomas Beau-
champ, the Earl of Warwick, K. G.
and of Sir John de Pelham, ancester of
the Barls of Chichester, overawed all
parties; aud, approaching the royal
captive with every demonstration of
respect, they conducted him to the
Prince of Wales.

The English army at Poictiers behav-
ed with more consideration and human-
ity than was usual with victors in those
days, otherwise the sluughter would
have been terrible. As it was, the
French lost on the field about 8,000 men,
of whom 800 were men of family.
Among these were Duc de Bourbon,
the Duc d’Athens, Constable of France,
the Marshal de Nesle, and others;
while the king, Prince Philip, thirteen
Counts, one archbishop, seventy bar-
ons and baronets, 2,000 splendid-accou-
tred men-at-arms, and a vast multitude
of inferior soldiers, remained prisoners
in the hands of the Black Prince.
Burke records, as a curious circumstan-
ce, that the representatives of four esq-
uires of the Lord Audeley at Poictiers
were, by a coincidence, the four aids-de
camp of Sir Rowland Hill in the Pen-
insular War, four hundred and fifty
later, The Black Prince ordered the
body of Robert de Duras, nephew of
the Cardinal de Perigord, to be borne
away on his shield, according to the
etiquette for a knight slain in battle.

The King of France was brought to
London a prisoner as the King of Scots

the Scotch army by the English on
Oct. 17th, 1346,

Black Prince, who at that most critical

(To be continued,)

was after the bloody victory over

New Zealand.

A motion brought forward in the
New Zealand House of Representatives
by Sir George Grey in favor of the
future Governors of the colony being
appointed by popular election, in place
of the present system of Crown nom-
ination, was réjected by 28 votes to 27.

The Legislative Council ot New Zea-
land have rejected the measure for
legalizing an eight hours day, which
was sent up to them from the House of
Hepresentatives, A good deal of in-
dignation is expressed in labor circles.
The bill provided that wherever it is
decided that work shall be continued
for more than eight hours a day n
special rate of payment must be fixed
for all overtime, either by the rules of
the workmen’s trade or by mutual
agreement, This clause, however, con-
tained the important addition ‘ that
not more than eight hours shall be
worked when other competent opera-
tives are procurable.” The bill was not
to apply to seamen employed on a ship
under way or on a voyage, nor to
domestic servants, For the latter,
however, a weekly half-holiday was
provided,

Queensland.

The Treasurer of Queensland, Sir
Thomas M'Ilwraith, in his Budget
speech in the Legislative Assembly,
stated that the expenditure had reach-
ed £3,625,000, whereas the reyenue had
only amounted to £3,473,000. For the
coming financial year he estimated a
revenue of £3,518,000, and expenditure
of £3,626,000, thus leaving a deficit of
£108,000. The Government proposed
to reduce the salaries of members of
Parlament to £150 per annum, U0
double the succession duties, to tax the
receipts from the betting machine
known as the totalizator, and to in-
crease the customs duties. The Treas-
urer said he expected to receive an ad-
itional £134,000 Custom duties, with
£26,000 from other sources of increase.
Increased -duties would be placed on
beef, boots, hops, cheese, dried fruit,
pickles, fiour, wheat, tobacco, and
malt.

The Governor has accepted the a-
mendment recently carried on @ the
motion of Mr. Barlow in favor of
subdividing the colony into two
instead of three provinces, as pro-
posed by the Government Bill.

«Victoria.

In the Legislative Assembly of Vie-
toria, Mr. Wrixon moved the rejection
of the Budget proposals of the Shiels
Ministry. Mr. Shiels had promised a
resort to direct but Sir
Graham Berry had completely revolu-
tionized the original policy of the
Government. Mr. Shiels utterly de-
nied that he had proved false to his
programme. The present movement
of the Opposition was the first overt at-
tempt of late years to set aside protec-
tion, which both parties had tacitly
agreed not to impugn. Mr. Wrixon's
motion was defeated by 53 votes
againss 32.

taxation,

India.

For some time past the question has
been much discussed among the more
enlightened section of orthodox Hin-
dooes whether their scriptures really
sanction the common belief that a sea
voyage involves the penalty of loss of
caste. The subject was fully discussed
at a large representative meeting held
lately under the presidency of one
of the most respected leaders of the
orthodox party, the Maharajah Sir
Narendra Krisbna. The opinion was all
but unanimously expressed that some
practical steps should be taken. Pun-
dit Mohesh Chunder Nyaratna, a great
authority on Vedic literature, stated
that he had thoroughly studied the
question and had come to the conclus-
sion that nothing in the Shastras was
opposed to sea voyages or the residence
in foreign countries provided that Hin-
doo usages were observed. This meet-
ing marks a distinctly forward step on
the part of the Hindoo community,

The Straits Settlements.

In consequence of a notification
from the Governor, requiring him to
take up his residence at Pekan, the
Sultan of Pahang, accompanied by the
members of his household and suite,
hag arrived at that place, which is the
principal village of his dominions. It
lies about seven miles from the mouth
of the river of that name. Tunkuali,

the Sultan’s favorite son, has arrived

at Singapore.
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DON'T ¢ TO LEARN BOOK-KEEPING,

GO TO {When you gan learn it AT HOME, within 100
SCHOOLE hours’ study, without aid of a teacher,

From Goodwin's Improved Book-keeping & Business Manuak
) 3 (guaranteed.) * * * ‘1 learned the science of book-keeping from
wur work in less than three weeks, and am now keeping three different sets of i(mk»-.
lm_t Illenr’ped from your work in so short a time cost a friend of mine $600 and over a
year’s time.”—THOMAS TANTISH, Skowhegan, Maine, 1890, * * * * Without the aid of a
teacher, I studied your book just eight weeks, sent my work to you for examination and
succeeded in obtaining your ‘audit.” I then came to this city without ever having seen
the inside of a set of books, and immmediately took control of a set of douh[wenl!‘y%mnks
for this firm, whose receipts during 1890 were about $1,500,000, I am now the firm'’s
chief accountant and have five direct assistant book-keepers under me. It issaid—and
I do not think exaggerated—that I have the largest set of books in Indianapolis. The
above surely stand as self-evident facts that the channel of success was opened to me
through thé medium of your book,” WM, 0. SHIREY, head book-keeper for the Parry
Mfg. Co., road carts and wagons, Indianapolis, Ind., Feb. 23, 1891. * * * ““'Tis the most
complete work I have seen. ¥ slmng\i recommend it to the accountant, or to anybody
who is desirous of mastering the art of Book-keeping. I would not part with the copy
now in my possession for $500, if I did not know where I could procure another copy
of the same work.”—N. TOMNEY, book-keeper for Graham, Horne & Co., Vermillion Bay,
Ont., 18%0. * * * “Am following your difections and have lessened my labor one-half.
I admire your system in every respect,”—J. H. LOVELESS, book-keeper for C, O, MeCar
thy, wholesale boots and shoes, Columbus, Ohio, 1889, ‘“Have had 43 years' experi
ence as an accountant, and consider your book the best authority on book-keeping that
I have seen.”—GEr0. W. DAVIES, book-keeper for Norfolk & New {irnnm\'ir:k Hostery Co
New Brunswick, N.J. ‘“Am so muvﬂ pleased with your book that I wish you to
send me 12 more copies, which I desire to present to our book-keepers and to a few of
my friends.”—CHAS. BEST, JR., sec’y Philip Best Brewing Co'y, Milwaukee, Wis
“Have had a great deal of expert work todo in the last six or seven years ()u’(‘:orp‘o‘rulmn
and manufacturing books, and have bought every work on the subject I ever heard of.
Your book suits my ideas better than any other, It is undoubtedly the best published 4
J. W. GLEICHMAN, expert accountant, Evansville, Indiana. “Would not part wir.h
it for five times the money 1 paid for it, if I could notget another copy.”—D. L. MORGAN
with the Pennsylvania Railroad Company, Nanticoke, Pa., Dec, 27, 1890, e I a[‘); nt
#200 for a course in a Business College, and got more information m'n of ymn'.honk
inside of four weeks than in the entire course at that college,”—E. A, DEAN, book
keeper for Sinclair & Morrison, Lima, Ohio, Feb. 5, 1892, S R
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THIS BOOK is not a luxury, but a necessity,—particularly to
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and money-saving. You must have it some day. Dont wait until 'you need
it so badly that you will have to telegraph for it, as many others have done
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but send for a copy at once. Size of book, 7% x 10% i

; Y I , 7% x 10% inches, pages 203 ;
printed in red and black ; richly bound. Mailed hostpaid for $3.50. A l&(\)rd(i'jrs
received on or before ()((.‘3: 1892, will be ﬁ]i(.d at $3.25 per copy, or two
copies for $6. Address, J. 8. DINGMAN, go O'Connor street, Ottawa, Ont
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