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78 The Way of Holiness Made Plain.

fessing any spiritual life, for all experience is known to God, all
professions come before him ; and in making any profession you
should ever have more fear of God, who so thoroughly knows
you, than of any fellow creature, whatever may be his relation
toyou. Every part of our religious life should be above all
suspicion, and we should have so much confidence in our integ-
rity, that if we make any profescion of godliness, those at home
should see that that professio:. is most genuine,

There is sometimes a fear that the piety of some Christians is
like an overcoat, only put on when they go out of doors.
Amongst strangers they are on their guard, circumspect, humble
zealous; but at home, in the midst of closest friends, they are
unwatchful. It is not that they do not earnestly desire the good
of all by whom they are surrounded, but that as they are so
often in their presence, they do not have constantly a consum-
ing regard for their highest interests, but rather leave it for
special occasions, when the matter of personal religion is upper-
most. It must be eonfessed that there is nothing which so in-
terferes with the frankest and most outspoken picty at home as
the consciousness of little failures, ill-temper, selfishness, or the
manifestation of those dispositions which are not the embodi-
ment of love to God and mam.

My friend, if you have Chuistian friends at home, and if they
who know you best do not esteem you most, it is because they
who esteem you most esteem you more highly than you deserve
Do not on any account deceive yourself, or think more highly of
yourself than you ought to think. The severest scrutiny, so
long as it is not morbid, should be applied to your Christian
character under the most powerful light which the Word of God
can cast upon the subject.

The most therough Christian candour should reign amongst
those who are members of the same Christian household. Let
the most pure unselfishness be manifest. If a mistake be made
it should be frankly acknowledged ; if an offence be committed,
pardon should be sought ; if in any way we can minister to the
comfort, or ease, or happiness, or improvement of any in the
household, at any personal sacrifice it should be done. Your




