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Prophets and Kings and People.

S. 8. Lesson.  Tourth Quarterly Review,
Dec, 18 1904.

GOLDEN TEXT,—Thou shalt worship the Lord
thy God, und hyn only shalt thou serve,—Luke

i 8.

: BY ALEXANDER MCLAREN, D. D,

The first five lessons, relating to Elisha
miracles, may be taken together as illustrais
ing the bercficont working of revelation,
ard as thercfore prophetic of the highest
blessings that flood humanity from Christ.
the highe tapex of allrevelati n Ehsha's first
act is significant of his whole pusiton.  He
“takes up” Eljah’s mantlé, l.m is, he serves
himselt heir to Eijah, claimis like inspiration
and authority, yet proclaims himself not an
originator but a continuer, and in so far an,
inferior.  He stands mn the line of succes-
sion. In answer to his request for a first-
born’s portion, he comes “in the spirit”
though not in the “power of Elijah,”  Ori
ginators have the more shining position, but
a!l men leave unfinished work, and there is
as much need of faithful continuers as of
bold strikers out of new departures.  Whethe
er we are path bicakers or followers, we may

ave the seit-same Spinit.

Elisha’s first miracle, the healing of the
waters, was not only a bencficent work for
the little city, but it was a kind of program
of the purpose of all prophecy, namely, mor-
al cleansing.  Humanity is tainted.  How-
¢t pleasant the city,if the “‘water is naught”
the land will languish, and the prophet’s
highest office wus to cleanse the fountain,
Therefore Jesus, as the perfect revealer ard
prophet, does porfectly what they did par-
tially,  He is himself “the new cruse” con-
taining the salt ot a perfect,sinless manhood,
which, being lodged in the very heart of the
race, works sweetening and purifying,

Similarly the second miracle. that of the
multiplication «f the widow's oil, besides its
lesson that God * thinketh on” the “poor and
needy,"” who cry to him, throws into pictur-
esque form great truths as to the gift,through
Jesus, of the ail of the Holy Spint.  The
widow was bidden to bring vessels to receive
the o1, before it began to flow.  The num-
ber brought d. termined the amount received,
The golden A w ceased when she brought
no more.  She obtammed more than enough
and had somethicg over for to-morrow,  Is
not all this a par.ble?  “According to your
faith, be it vito you ™ Our capacity settles
our reception, and our faith and desire set-
tle our capacity, The nver is always flowing ;
we regulate the quantity that pours into our
garden.

In Lesson 3, the communication of life to
the Shunamuite’s boy has the same double
character of symbol and prophecys It is the
purpose of all revelation to bring back life
to dead souls.  Jesus, and Jesus only does
that. But the differences between Elisha
and Christ are even more poteworthy than
the resemblances.  For the former failed al-
topether in his attempt to wake his stafl
rerve instead of himselt, and succeeded,
when he came 0 person, only by exhausting
effort and prayer. Contrast his conduct with
the healing of the “nobleman’s son” from a
distance by a bare word,and with all Christ's
resuscitations of the dead, when **He spake
aud it was done,” aind ponder the gulf be
tween the prophet and the Christ,  He is
the life, and from him we may all draw life
e ernal,

The symbolic element is even clearer in
Lesson 4. Naaman's is an instance of the
offense taken hy men at the non-deferential
way in which Christ and his gospel treat
them, He insisted on being regarded as a
very distinguished personage who happened
to be a leper, and had rather honored Elisha
by condeseending to come to him; Elisha
insisted on treating him as a leper who hap-
pened to be a distinguished personage, The
gospel serves everybody alike There are
no private entrances for notabilities.  Your
disease is the only thing about you that the
doctor takes note of, and the treatment 1s
exactly the same whether you are a million-
aire or a pauper, a professor or a fool.
Naaman was offended at the simplicity of
the cure,  We are much more willing 1o take
elaborate remedies than simple ones, even
for our bodily sicknesses. Many people
have no faith in doctor’s stuff unless it smells
and tastes strong and nasty.  And many had
rather macerate their bodies and toil at
patching themselves up than accept the free
salvition which calls on them for nothin,
but self-surrender and faith.

The strange story in Lesson § hasa simi-
lar symbolical force. 1t illusirates on two
sides the effect of the prophet’s word, in that
it gives sight to the blind and blinds the see-
ing. That is ever the ¢ff-ct of revelation,
and is eminently the effect of Christ, the
light of men.  He declares that he comes
“that they that see not may see; and that
they that see may become blind.” The sight
that was bestowed was of invisihle realities.
The circle of angel guards had been flaming
round Elisha all the while, but now the n
ner eye was opened and the sight scattered
fears. The cure for terror is to see by faitl
“the angel of the Lord” encamping round
about us,

Lessons 6 and 9 go together. The one
shows the early training of Joash, and the
carefully planned revolution which set him
on his throne ; the other shows his early zeal
for the temple ana his practical common
sense, One poor infant was all that re
mained of David’s house. That frail bark
carried all the hopes of the nation and the
promises of God ; what if it were shipwreek
ed, as might well be in such a storm?  But
that thin thread could not be thorn in two,
for God keeps his word, however unlikely 1
fulfilment may appear. The tree was felled
to its stump, but a sucker sprung from the
root, and sun and dew were forthcoming for
its growth,  “Never despair of God’s prom-
ise” is the plain lesson read from that store-
room in the temple where the infant was
hidden for six years.  Was not that a better
nurssry for Joash than the palace wuth s
luxury and idolatry, and was not his brave
aunt a beiter nurse than Athaliah? The
quiet atmosphere of a Christian home, wih
the fragrance of cheerful godiiness in the
else scentless air, is the best growing ground
for character, The revolution was the worl
of Jehoiada, who was as prudent as he was
bold, and engineered the plot with consuras
mate skill, so that not a whisper of it was
blown over the wall to the adjoining palace.
How much one strong man can do to alter
the face of things ! Joash is an example of
the power of early impressions and religions
training and, alas! is a'so an instance ot
early promise overcast, ard of a weak char-
acter deteriorating when left without the
strong arm to steady it.

The teaching of Lesson 7 is chiefly that
religious work should be done on business
principles. It also enforees the caution
agiinst leaving the guidanee ot such work in
the hands of officials, who will often be per-
functory and someiimes barely honest. It
teaches, too, that willing gifts, not compul-
sory taxes, yield the largest return and are
the only nght source of supply for such work,
And geneious trust gets better work out of
men than perpetual suspicion,’

In Lessons 8 and g Isaiah paints the mor-
al foulness of both Judah and Israel, in
burning words of rebuke and entreaty. Les:
son 8 sets forth the great suit of Jehovah
versus Judah. In it we have, first, the in-
dictment, which is not only an indictment,
but also a lament and an entreaty. Sinis
blackest when seen against the whiteness of
God's goodness.  God bewails the prodigal’s
flight, cven while he sternly enumerates his
sins. Man’s sin brings sorrow to God as
well as misery to man, The dismal result
of national sin is national misery, as depict-
ed, first, in the metaphor of a man deadly
wounded, and then in the plain prose of a
desolated land and flaming cities. . Sin des-
olates iwwdividual characters and lives as cer-
tainly.  But God pardons as well as indicts
and punishes, and the lesson closes with the
assurarce of forgiveness and cleansing. By
reper tance and faith, we can receive the life
which cleanses our lives and puts away the
evil of our doings.

In Lesson g we have a realistic picture of
the national sin of drunkenness. Ugly peo-
ple make uely piciures, and a drunkard’s
portrait must needs be disgusting. So Isaiah
spares none of the foulness and becomes
“wery coarse indeed,” as he had to be. He
will set all down, reeling, staggering, and vo-
miting, stuttering and thick-spokenness—
with remorseless fidelity. And the drunk-
ard recls and staggers in his wits as well as
in his legs, and, worst of all, lets his foul
mouth blossom into rank words of contempt
of God’s warnings and indignation at being
talked to as if a baby. But his words are
given back to him, and his sentence passed.
He has refused to listen to Isaiah, the Assy-
rian will m~ke him hear on his deafest side.
He had seoffed at the patient wooing of God's
persistent voice ; that very resistance will
make his ruin more complete.

Hozekial's restoration of the temple was a
one man movement, and transient according.
The 1dolater Ahaz preceded him, the idola-
ter Manassch succeeded, and each swept the
nation along with him. It was mainly a mat-
ter of ritual ; the ethical and spiritual aspects
of religion were subordinate in it.  The sac-
rificial worship connected with it must have
been a strange, wild, and to us repulsive,
sight.  But in the order of the sacrifices, we
have a symbolic presentation of the soul’s
way bock to God, which is eternally true.
The sin offering must come first.  The burnt
offcring can only be presented on the foot-
ing of the preceding sin offering, and will
certainly follow it,  Self-surrender, coisecra-
tion by the kindled flame of thankful love, is
possible and certain, when Christ’s sacrifice
has been offered, and we have associated
ourselves with it, laying our hands on his
head.  And the thank offering of a life ot
service will follow both,

Lesson 11 piles up Israel's sins in one
long sentence of ten verses, and the black
heap s burnt up by one flash in the last
verse.  The mad lust after many, any, gods

witnessed to the insufficieney of each and all,
and is paralleled by our folly in accumulate
ing many obj cts of desire, pursuit, and wor-
ship,and tuining away from the Que. Isjagl's
relapzes were in essence identical '!iq 2




