still populated, and the courts of law sitting

day and night to overtake the criminal
calendar,  Before the ink of the morning
paper is dry, successive editions of the even-
ing papers come to tell us of the human
heart’s disconient ; domestic misery, hatred,
anarchy and murder.  Only the other day 1
was reading of cettain towns in Massachu
scits crying for help on account of un-
governable hoodlums,  What is the trouble?
Men have thought to keep down crime by
jails and fines. They have been trying to
cleanse public morals with soapsuds, and
purify the conscience with political economy
and college scttlements.  Many of our city
fathers pay for expensive lectures on art and
science,  They want to broaden human life,
Lut why try to broaden life until it has been
deepencd?  What are the advantages of
culture without personal character? Is
there any advantage in travelling sixty miles
an hour by lightning express if you arc just
the same sclfish man at the end of your
journey asat the beginning 2 What is gain-
ed by being able to talk through a tclephone
if you arc not able to put new hope or love
or courage or faith into the man at the
other end of the wire?  Of what advantage
the brilliance of clectric lights if they meorcly
illumine homes fillca with vanity and god-
les'ness?  We had an obj.ct lesson in our
Western country a fow years ago of a com-
munity that tricd to get along without re
ligion. It determined to show the world
that the preacher was a superfluity.  in
about six months that community became
noted for its wickedness and injustice where
all nameless ciimes were practiced. Tt was
not safe to live there, not safe to travel
through it.  But a Prespyterian dome
Missionary ventured thoere, A revival start-
ed and spread foom house to house, and
to day the people dwell 1 sobriety § thicy
are hetter clothed, better housed, better fed;
virtue is horored, inquity punished and
God's day and Word revered, all because of
a faithful voice proclaiming the truth of God.
Has the printing press displaced th ¢ puljic?
When books on the traiming of children
make mothers unnecessary, then will the
press displace the pulpit,

In conclusion let me say, there was never
atime when the courageous and unc
promising doctrine of Preshyterianism was
more needed than now as a moulder ot
character.  For two reasons :

First, because of its supreme exaltation of
God. No other system presents the Father.
hood of God in such clear outlines, Not
bare sovercignty, nor arbitrary will, nor
naked power, but a personal Being, revealed
in the character of the perfect man Jesus
Christ, It leaves the individual man alone
in the presence of God ; it thus intensifi s a
man’s individuality ; it reveals to him his
responsibility to God, his relation to Fternity,
It confronts every man with the question,
Not, is a thing pleasant, or popular or pro-
fitable, but is it right in the sight of God!

Second. Our system reveals not only
Isaiah’s vision of the exalted character of
God, but the awful nature of sin. It shows
sin to be rebellion against the authority of
the greatest and best of Fathers. Tt tells
the sinner that he is not only guilty but
lost! This is a timely doctrine in a day
when many writers and readers are saying
that sin isn't so bad as 1t has been painted ;
that it is only a trifle, an imperfcction in
training or environment, a pardonable ignor-
ance, a straw which some hapyy wind will
some day, somehow, blow out of sight.
Thank God for a system of docirine which
echoes the Bible in calling a thing by its
right name; which takes that word sin and
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grasps it with the rough hand of a man in
earnest, declares the fearful reality and
malignity of it, the awful danger of it, and
stirs 'n the heart a contrite desire to get nid
of it because it is self-estrangement from the
source of truth and life,  Then, hke a
mercitul angel, cur system reveals a salva-
tion all of grace, the tree gift of God's love
and mercy in Christ.

That, dear friend, is the relation of Pres-
byterianism to personal character.  lts
function is manbuilding.  To lift a man
from the basilar conditions where he stands,
and where all the tendencies of human
nature try to hold him, to lift him to those
coronal heights where he catches the vision
splendid, and gives him the power to rise
“on his dead sclf to nobler things.”

Thus it puts its work, not into ron hat
rsts, nor wood that rots, ncr marble that
crutibles, nor colors that tade, but into that
which is tmmortal, character, the only thing
we carry with us to the great while

throue.

Sparks From Other Anvils,

Herald and Presbyter. It is notthing to
dic, but it is terrible to die when one has
no: become either to die or liv If one is

saved. it is all the same whether he lives or

dics.

Michigan Preshyter Preachers can
not afford to lower th standird of preach-
ing in the summer tume, sin because
some of the congregation ar i 1
vacation.  Those y remain deserve the

I thought,
it the meadow, the |
the steamship on the sea.
transauted intelligenee,

The Herald and Presbytor nghtly soys
“We know of no church in the  world that
is not doing a grand work in its way and
place, and with which it would not be an
hoi.or to be aftiliated It they were all united,
they might do more than they are doing.”

Michigan Preshyterian,  When the church
compromises with worldiness itis a com-
premise in which the church makes all the
sacrifices and the world gains ail the advant-
age. There is neverany thing fair in such
abargain.  ‘The world gains what it asks tor,
the'cndors:ment of the church.  The church
makes itself ridiculous, snd has surrencdercd
all its influence for good.

Congregationalist ; Whatever break the
sumuicr may necessitate in church seivi
and the other outward expressions of in-
stitutional religion, the obligation to ¢
duct ourselves as disciples of the Lor
Christ holds, whatever the scason or the
temperature.  Persons who go on vacations
are frequently admonished to take their re-
ligion with them, but it is no less desirable
to exhort those who stay at home not to
grow lax or careless.

-+ ]

Prayer is the converse of the
God. Inits broade

soul holding commu:
that soul in turn listening to the voice ot
God in response. It is not neccssary that
it should be vocal, for it may be little more
than silent meditation, or unspoken aspir-
ation.  Petition and supplication may be
parts of prayer ; but the decpest aspect of
prayer is that of communion, wherein the
soul holds converse with God in accordance
with the terms and conditions of the Gospel.

oul with
view, prayer is the
on - with God, and
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A contemporay has an article on * What
I know about vacations,” which begins
with the statement that the writer has “ never
taken a vacation and never expects to. "
Yet it takes him two columns to tell what
he knows.  The Herald and Presbyter says
that part of his article is not nearly so fool-
ish as the rest of it

A hobby i3 not always as bad a thing as
people make out says the Southern Presby-
ter. It is only when it is disagreeable or
obtrusive that we are justified in  condemn-
ing it: Ifit possesses its rider thoroughly
that may be all the better in many cases.
A *hobby " oftentimes means a_man’s favor-
ite pursuit or special thought, It is that
which gives distinctiveness and character to
him, It is often the key to his life. ¢ This
one thing I do, ” was Paul's way of putting it,

Herald and Presbyter.  Anelder who has
been away for his  vacation writes to  his
pastor that he will be home next week, and
adds: “1 hope the fill may cpen up with
brighter prospects tor our church work than

ever before. Many a minister and mem-
ber will come back home, after the vacation
rest, with this spirit and prayer.  The church

of which cneis apart is never out ofthe
1

heart of the true Chiistian  worker, and in
absence it hecomes cven still dearer and
more carnestly prayed for.

Christian Observer. This is the season
of vacations.  People, whether they need it
or 1o, are now seeking rest and  recreation,
Tt l1 ( i"‘,\ freat y master-
ed, and perhaps ther ophy of
twh all its s Few will be
satis| ahsolute i ivity as the best
way {0 Some may think that
having ne in some form of dissipa-
tion is the way to take a vacation rest. Sucha
time usually calls for a rest after it is over.

Change of air and scere refreshes the body ;
charge ot occupation and company  invigo-
a nd. Rest should not be an end in
its always have rccreation and re-
frest tin view.

¢ liturgy question is likely to prove a
lively onc among our Northern Presbyter-
ian Lrethien says @ the New Orleans Presby-
terivn, The approval of the report in part
of the committee, by the Buffalo Assembly,
has brought it up, somewhat ohscured, of
s, by the more promiment question of
cr ro'ations with other bodies. The
cates of the lituray vigorously maintain
the reasonablciess of the movement looking
to the churche's use of certain forms, deny
any tendency in it towards ritualism, claim
that there is no suggestion of rigidity in its
services, and cite the stock argument that
there was a liturgy used by Calvin, Knox,
Bucer, and other reformers, and that even
the Episcopal order of service was Presby-
terian in its orign,

United Presbyterian.  The false diamond
like the true, is dependent for its brightness
upon the rays of the sun, or upon artificial
light. They derive their beauty from the
sama source. The hypocrite owes his success
1o the few graces of the true light which he
is enabled to reflect. The difference be-
tween him and the genuine Christian is not,
howcver, wierely one of light but one of
charrcter,  The medium through which the
light shines has almost  everything to do
with the brilliance of the gem. e false
and the true deai with the same light 5 but
they cannot deal equally with ite  Light can.
not use g'as it does the diamond, No
matter what the hypocrits social or intel-
lectual qualities may be, the fact that he is
a false medium prevents the Divine Light
from using hiw.  The humblest saint will

f, b

refleet the graces of the Spirit betier than he,




