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NOTES TO THE ABOVE ILLUSTRATION.

MHE MARQUIS DE CONDORCET was one

of those remarkable thinkers who, while they
helped materially to bring about the French
Revolution of 1789, were as much shoc at the
horrors which attended it, as they were powerless
to prevent or restrain them. And whilst flattering
themselves they had preserved Republican virtues
because they were not addicted to the frivolities
or shared the vices of the Court, they forgot that
the love of power, the zeal of party, and the am-
Lition of popularity, ' P consequences
more disastr and Y as great as the
love of pleasure, the thirst for gold, or the ambi-
tion of kings. Condorect was, by his very mental
constitution, a philosopher, and his early connee-
most advanced denouncers
Uty and * freethinking philosophers™ pre-
pared the way for the part he afterwards took in
political affairs,

Condorcet was born in 1743, and edueated at the
college of Navarre, where he soon distinguished
himself by his mathematiceal power llv(\nen

1765 and 3 he published, in som t rapid
8L n, varions workson Geomet umlkhnlrvd
Lavive been in 1769 elected a mem-

f Sciences, beeame in 1773 its

beeame n member of the Na
tional \h embly, andof the Jacobite C Iuh of which
he was an IIhlJlnmhlrmt'mli'l. and though he
is mhl to have opposed the trial of the unfortunate
. on the ground of its illegality, yet
s declare that, without pity, he insulted
monareh, thongh he had previously
t is said, to obtain for himself the post
Dauphin.  Robespierre’s nccession
ymmencement of party struggles
et was unfitted to cope,and in
which he was toc interested to please nny of the
leaders. In the Girondist and Mountain strifes
he sided with neither, and, eonsequently, offended
both ; and though with his pen he was still clear
and bold, yet in the Assembly he would often vote,
from sheer timidity, with the party to which he
was theoretieally opposed. This singular union of
courage with cowardice induced Madame Roland
say of him, ** Such men AhnnM be employed to
write, but never permitted to ac

In 1763 Robes;

to
to power was the
with which Conde

iorre dtnn\m-‘ml Condorcet s a
Girondist, and issued a decree of acensation against
him. At his wife's entreaty he scereted himself
in an attic in an obseure quarter of Paris, where
he remained for more than eight months,  Could

| he have borne confinement a little longer he might

have been saved; but either from nnr"nnnc-,
from fear of detection, from solicitude for the
gafety of his landlady, or tempted from his seelu-
sfon by the sprivg beauties of the neighbouring
trees and fields, he left his hiding-place, and sue-
ceeded in mmnmw harriers without a civic card.

He had wandered about for several days in the
environs of Paris, when he decided to eall on M.
Suard, once his intimate friend. and in whose
house he had lodged, but who had ceased to see
him after the executionof Louis XVI. Suard was
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