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Kidpey Disease  If you neglect
Backache it »i'l dévelop into
something woree—-Bright s Dise
ease or Diabete<. There is no

ose rubbmg 2e doctoring your
back. Cure tic kidnevs. There
is coly one Kidney medicine but CHAPTER L
#t cures Backache every time— ‘ IRE, a fresh dispatch.”
“Whence?”
’ “From Tomsk.”
O S “Is the wire cut be-

gl yond that city?”
ol-de)l]  “Yes, sire, since yes-
terday.”

“Telegraph hourly to Tomsk, gener-
al, and let me be kept informed of all
that occurs.”

“Sire, it shall be done,” answered
General Kissoff.

These words were exchanged about
two hours after midnight, at the mo-
ment when the fete given at the New

palace was at the height of its splen-

WEDDING STATIONERY. e

Kidney
Pills

g

bad just re-entered, quickly approached
his majesty.

he had done the former time.

F you are interested in what

is absolutely the very newest

in Wedding Stationery write
us for samples and prices.

sire.”

“A courier/this moment!” And, leav-
ing the hall, his majesty entered a
large antechamber adjoining.

6
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Our Fine Stationery Depart-
ment is under the management
of an experienced stationery
man from United States who
is in close touch with all that
Society considers the hest
form.

baliroom of the New palce when the
fete he was giving to the civil and mill-
tary authorities and principal people of
Moscow was at the height of its bril-
liancy without ample cause, for he had
Just received information that serious
events were taking place beyond the
froutiers of the Ural. It had become
evident that a formidable rebellion

inces from the Russian crown.
Aslatic Russia, or Siberia, covers a
superficial area of 1,790,208 square
miles and contains nearly 2,000,000 of
inhabitants. Extending from the Ural
meountains, which separate it from
Russia in Europe, to the shores of the
Pacific ocean, it is bounded on the
south by Turkestan and the Chinese
empire, on the north by the Arctic
ocean, from the sea of Kara to Be-
ring strait. It is divided into several
governments or provinces, those of To-
bolsk, Yeniseisk, Irkutsk, Omsk and
Yakutsk; contains two districts, Ok-
hotsk and Kamchatka, and possesses
two countries, now under the Musco-
vite dominion—that of the Kirghiz and
that of the Tshowktshes.
Two governor generals represent the
supreme authority of the czar over this
vast country. One resided at Irkutsk,
the capital of western Siberia. The
river Tchonna, a tributary of the Yeni-
sel, separates the two Siberias.
No rail yet furrows these wide plains,
some of which are in reality extremely
fertile. No iron ways lead from these
precious rnuines which make the Sibe-
rian soil far richer below than above its
surface. The traveler journeys in sum-
mer in a kibick or telga; in winter, in a
sledge. 5
An electric telegraph, with a single
wire more than 8,000 versts in length,
alone affords communication between
the western and eastern frontiers of
Siberia. On issuing from the Ural it
passes through Ekaterenburg, Kasi-
mov, Tionmen, Ishim, Omsk, Elamsk,
Kalyvan, Tomsk, Krasnoiarsk, Nijnl
Udinsk, Irkutsk, Verkne-Nertsckink,
Strelink, Albaziue, Blagowstenks, Rad-
9 o e de, Orlomskaya, Alexandrewskoe and
- Ibs. Broken Leat Japan Tea, 2e. Nikolaevsk, and 6 rubles and 19 co-
1 Ib. fresh ground coffee, 15c. pecks are paid for every word sent
A lot of old soap, 50 bars, at 3Je. from one end to the other. From Irkutsk
p e there is a branch to Kiatka, on the
Ooal 4L, 150. por gallen. Mongolian frootier, and from thence,
for 30 copecks & word, the post conveys
the dispatches to Peking in a fort-
night.
It was this wire, extending from Eka-
terenburg to Nikolaevsk, which had
been cut, first beyond Tomsk and then
between Tomsk and Kalyvan.
This was the reason why the czar, to
the communication made to him for
the second time by General Kissoff,
had only answered by the words, “A
tourier this moment!”
The czar had remained motionless at
the window for a few moments when
the door was again opened. The chief
of police appeared on the threshold.
“Enter, general,” said the czar brief-
ly, “and tell me all you know of Ivan
Ogareff.”
“He Is an extremely dangerous man,
_sire,” replied the chief of police.
“He ranked as colonel, did he not?”
“Ye’, mn
“Was he an intelligent officer?”
“Very Intelligent, but & man whose
spirit it was impossible to subdue and
possessing an ambition ‘Which stopped
at nothing. He soon became involved
in secret intrigues, and it was then that
he was degraded from his rank by his
highness the grand duke and exiled to
Siberia.”
“How long ago was that?”

3 b b

Inyitation Announcements,
Dinner Cards, Menus, Calling
Cards, etc.

RYRIE BROS.,

Cc* Yonge and Adelaide Streets,
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We esteem it

a great pleasurd to
wish the citizens of Chatham, aiso the
residemts of Ken’, a happy and pros-
We shall do our
part in making you happy by placing

perous New Year.

upan your table dinner or tea sets,
china or glassware, at prices that will
make it a pleasure for you to buy
themn. If you . dre

Year gifts you should call and see us.

looking for New
We bave a lot of china, opal and
glassware, just the thing for New
Year gifts.

A great reduction in the prices of
the above goods will be made until the
2nd of January.

Grecery specials for the day

Pickles, 9¢ per bottle.

Oramges, sweet, 25¢ a dozen.
4 fbs. prunes, 25¢.
Corn starch, 6c per package
Ciothes pins, lc¢ per doz.

All orders' promptly attended fo.

J. McConnel,

PARK STREET.
Telephone . 190,

An hour later General Kissoff, who |

“Well?” asked the latter abruptly, as |

“Telegrams reach Tomsk no longer, |

The czar had not so suddenly left the ‘

threatened to wrest the Siberian prov- (

| speaking and now paced up and down
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~lemency he had shown that Russian
Jjustice knew how to pardon.
“Did not Ivan Ogarefl,” asked the
czar, “return to Russia a second time
after that journey through the Siberian
provinces, the object of which remains
unknown ?”
d!He dl«"
“And bave the police lost trace of
bim sinceé
“No, sire.”
“Where was Ivan Ogareff last heard
of?”
“In the provitce of Ferm.”
“In what town?”
“At Perm itself.”
“What was he doing?”
“He appeared unoccupied, and there
| ‘was nothing suspicious in his conduct.”
“Then he was not under’ the surveil-
| lance of the secret police?”
{ “No, sire.”
“When did he leave Perm?’
“About the month of March.”
“To go"—
“Where is unknown.”
“And since that time it is not known
{ what bas become of him?”
“No, sire, it is not known.”
| “Well, then, I myself know,” answer-
| ed the czar. “I have received anony-
gmom communications which did not
| pass through the police department,
| and in the face of events now taking
| place beyond the frontier I have every
| reason to believe that they are correct.”
“Do you mean. sire,” cried the chief
| of police, “that [vau OZareff has a hand
| in this Tartar rebellion?”
“Indeed I do, and I will now tell you
{ something which you are ignorant of.
After leaving Perm Ivan Ogareff cross-
| ed the Ural mountains, entered Siberia
{ and penetrated the Kirghiz steppes and
! there endeavored, not without success,
| to foment rebellion among their no-
| madie population. He then went so far
1 south as free Turkestan. There in the
| provinces of Bokhara, Khokhand and
lKoondooz he found chiefs willing to
| pour their Tartar hordes into Siberis
| and execute a general rising in Asiatic
| Russia. The storm has been silently
| gathering, but it has at last burst like
| & thunderclap, and now all means of
communication between eastern and
western Siberia have been stopped.
Moreover, Ivan Ogareéff, thirsting for
vengeance, aims at the life of my
brother!” g
The czar had become excited while

with hurried steps. The chief of police
said nothing, bat he thought to him-
self that during the time when the em-
peror of Russia never pardoned an ex-
fle'schemes such as those of Ivan Oga-
reff could never have been realized.

A few moments passed, during which
he was silent, then, approaching the
czar, who had thrown himself into an
armchair, he said:

“Your majesty has of course given
orders that this rebellion may be sup-
pressed as soon as possible?”

“Yes,” answered the czar. “The last
telegram which was able to reach Nij-
ni Udinsk would set In motion the
troops in the governments of Yenisei,
Irkutsk, Yatutsk, as well as those In
the provinces of the Amur and Lake
Baikal. At the same time the regi-
ments from Perm and Nijnl Novgored,
and the Cossacks from the frontier are
advancing by forced marches toward
the Ural mountains. But unfortunately
some weeks must pasg before they can
attack the Tartars.” g

“And your majesty’s brother, ' his
highness the grand duke, is now isolat-
ed In the government of Irkutsk and is
no longer in direct communication with
‘Moscow?”’ i

“That is so.” ¢

“But by the last dispatches he must
know what measures have been taken
by your majesty and what help he may
expect from the governments nearest
to that of Irkutsk?”

“He knows that,” answered the czar,
“but what he does not know is that
Ivan Ogareff, as well as being a rebel,
is also playing the part of a traitor and
that in him be has a personal and bit-
ter enemy. It is to the grand duke that
Ivan Ogareff owes his first disgrace,
and what is more serious is that this
man is not known to him. Ivan Oga-
refl’s plan, therefore, is to go to Irkutsk
and under an assumed name offer his
services to the grand duke. Then, aft-
er gaining his confidence, when the
Tartars have invested Irkutsk, he will
betray the town and with it my broth-
er, whose lifé is directly threatened.
This is what I bave learned from my
secret Intelligence, this is what the
grand duke does not know and this Is
what he must know!” :

“Well, sire, an intelligent, courageous
courler”’—

“I momentarily expect one.”

would take this man some time to
traverse the 5,200 versts between Mos-
cow and Irkutsk. To pass the ranks of
the rebels and invaders be must dis-

! necessary to succeed even where others

play almost superbuman courage and
intelligence. But with a clear head and
& firm heart much can be done.

“Shall I be able to find this head and
heart?’ thought the czar.

CHAPTER IL
HE door of the imperial

cabinet was again open-

eod, and General Kissoff

was. anpounced.

“The courier?’ inquir-
ed the czar eagerly.
-“He is here, sire,” re-

plied General Kissoff. ;

“Have you found a fitting man?”

“I will answer for bim to your mdjes-
ty.”

“Has he been in the service of the
palace?” ;

“Yes, sire.”

“You know Lim?”

“Personally, and at various times bhe
has fulfilled difficult missions with sue-
m!l

“Abroad 7’

“In Siberia itself.”

“Where does he come from?”

“From Omsk. He is a Siberian.”

“Has be coolness, intelligence, cour-
age?

“Yes, sirc; he has all the qualities

might possibly fail.”

“What is his age?”

“Thirty.”

“Is he strong and vigorous?”

“8ire, he can bear cold, hunger, thirst,
fatigue, to the very last extremities.”

“He must have a frame of iron.”

“Sire, he has.”

“And a heart?”

“A heart of gold.”

“His name?”’

“Michadl Strogoff.”

“Is he ready to set out?

“He awaits your majesty’s orders In
the guardroom.”

“Let him come in,” said the czar.

In a few minutes Michael Strogoff,
the courier, entered the imperial li-
brary. ‘

The czar fixed a penetrating look
upon him without uttering a word,
while Michael stood perfectly motion-
less.

Michael Strogoff was a tall, vigorous,
broad shouldered, deep chested man.
His powerful head possessed the fine
featurés of the Caucasian race. His
well knit frame seemed built for the
performance of feats of strength. It
would have been a difficult task to
move such a man against his will, for
when his feet were once planted on the
ground it was as if they bad taken root.
As he doffed his Muscovite cap locks
of thick curly hair fell over his broad,
massive forchead. When his ordinari-
ly pale face became at all flushed, it
arose solely from a more rapid action
of the heéart, 'under the influence of a
quicker circulation. His eyes of a deep
blue looked with a clear, frank, firm
gaze.

The slightly contracted eyebrows in-
dicated lofty heroism~—*the hero's cool
courage,” according to the definition of
the physiologist. He possessed a fine
nose, with large nostrils, and a well
shaped mouth, with the slightly pro-
jecting lips which denote a generous
and noble heart.

Michael Strogoff had the tempera-
ment of a man of action, who does not
bite his nails or scratch his head in
doubt and indecision. Sparing of ges-
tures as of words, he always stood mio-
tionless like a soldier before his supe-
rior, but when he moved his step show-
ed a firmness, a freedom of movement,
which proved the confidence and vivac-
ity of his mind.

Michael Strogoff wore a handsome
military uniform, something resembling
that of a light cavalry officer in the
tield—boots, spurs, half tightly fitting
trousers, brown pelisse, trimmed with
fur and ornamented with yellow braid.
On his breast glittered a cross and
medals.

Michael Strogoff belonged to the spe-
cial corps of the czar's couriers, rank-
ing as an officer among those picked
men. His most discernible character.
istic—particularly in his walk, his face,
in the whole¢ man, and which the czar
perceived at a glance—was that he was
a “fulfiller of orders.” He therefore
possessed one of the most serviceable
qualities in Russia—one which the cele-
brated novelist Turgeneff says “will
lead to the lnghest positions in the
Muscovite empire.” :

In short, if any one could accomplish
this journey frem Moscow to Irkutsk '
across the rebellious country, surmount '
obstacles and brave perils of all sorts,
Michael Strogoff was the man.

A circomstance especially favorable

he had always religiously kept.

of Asiatic Russia. During these long

coolness, prudence and courage as to
y gain him the approbation and protec-
tion of his chief, who rapidly advanced
bhim in his profession.

after these distant in'ssions, although
he might be separated from her by
thousands of versts and winter had
rendered the roads almost impassable,
he had never failed to devote to his
old mother. Having ‘been much em-
ployed in the south of the empire, he
had not seen old Marfa for three years
—three ages—the first time in his life
he had been so long absent from her.
Now, however, in a few days he would
obtain his furlough, and bhe had ac-
cordingly already made preparations
for departure for Omsk when the
events which bave beéen related cc-
curred. Michael Strogoff was there-
fore introduced into the czar's presence
in complete ignorance<of what the em-
peror expected from him.

The czar, apparently satisfied with
his scrutiny, went to his bureau and,
motioning to the chief of police to seat
himself, dictated in a low voice a letter
of not more than a few lines. The let-
ter penned, the czar reread it attentive-
ly ‘and then signed it, preceding his
name with these words, “Dyt po
semon,” which, signifying “so be it,”
constitutes the decisive formula of the
Russian emperors.

The letter was placed in an envelope,
which was seal. | with the imperial
arms.

. The czar, rising, told Michael Stro-
goff to draw near.

Michael advanced a few steps and
then stood motionless, ready to an-
sWer.

The czar again looked him full in the
face, and their eyes met. . Then in an
abrupt tone:

“Thy name?” he asked.

“Michael Strogoff, sire.”

“Thy rank?’

the czar.”
“Thou dost know Siberia?”
“I am a Siberian.”
“A native of”"— &
“Omsk, sire.”
<Hast thou relations there?”
“Yes, sire.”
“What relations?”
“My old mother.”
The czar suspended his questions for
a moment, then, pointing to the letter
whieh he:held in his hand, he said:
“Here is a letter which I charge thee,
Michael Strogoff, to deliver into the
hands of the grand duke and to no oth-
¢r but him.”
“I will deliver it, sire.”
“The grand duke is at Irkutsk.”
“1 will go to Irkutsk.”
“Thou wilt have to traverse a rebel-
lious country, invaded by Tartars,
whose interest it will be to intercept
thia lattar ™

0o be Continued.
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HAS PROMOTED EMIGRATION

The Glasgow Expoesition From the Can-
adian Point of View.

From a Canadian point of view the
late Glasgow Exhibition has been at-

tended with great advantage in pro-
moting emigration, extending the.
trade now existing, and opening new

markets for Canadian produce. No

better teachitig as to the natural
products of Canada could be given
than the sight of grain, the fruit,
the timber and the minerals, so well
displayeéd in the Canadian Pavilion

than the sight of the grain, the fruit,
and especially the apples, of which a

constant supply from ecold storage
was displayed during the whole per-
iod of the exhibition, was a revela-
tion to those who have always

thought of Canada as a land of frost

to the success of his plans was that he .
was thoroughly acquainted with the |
country which be was about ‘to tray- '
erse and understood its different dia- '
lects, not only from.having traveled '
there before, but because he was of '
Siberian origin. .
When he was fourteen, Michael Stro.
goff had killed his first bear quite
alone. That was nothing. But after
stripping it he dragged the gigantie

when every object was hidden in mist

-or even In higher latitudes, where the

polar night is prolonged for many days,
he could find his way when others
would bave had o idea whither to di-
their steps. [le ‘had

rect learned to
read almost lwperceptible signs, the

and snow. Nothing in the whole
«oxhibition attracted as much atten-

tion as the Canadian apples, and
their - excellent condition, twelve
months after they were gathered,
was an object-lesson not only of the
quality of the fruit, but of the ' ade-
van to be derived from the sys-

tem of cold storage by which they
had been preserved. ‘The graians and
grasses, so beautifully arranged in
Mr. Hay’s Trophy, was of peculiar
interest to the ntimerous farmers

a country in which such varieties of
grain and fruit conld te produced.
The agricultural implements  were
examined with much interest, and as
a result of the display the trade® in
them, already considerable, will; be
enormously increased in the future.

Istish, where the old
huntsman and she bhad lived so long to-
gether. When her son left her, he

could possibly do so, and this promise

When Michael was twenty, it was de-
cided that he should enter the personal
service of the emperor of Russia, in the
corps of the couriers of the czar. The
hardy, intelligent, zealous, well con-
ducted young Siberian first distinguish-
ed himself especially in a journey tp
the Caucasus, through the midst of a
difficult country, ravaged by some rest-
less successors of Schamyl; then, later,
in an important mission to Petrepolow-
ski, in Kamchatka, the extreme limit

journeys he displayed such marvelous

The furloughs wblich were his due

“Captain in the corfu of couriers of |

SIGNATURE

There are thirteen hundred thous-
and yards in a pound of “‘cocoon silk.”

There are 100 strands or thirteen
thousand yards in & pound of full let-
ter ‘A" Corticelli sewing silk.

There are seventy strands or eigh-
teen thousand yards in 2 pound of
comraon sewing silk, but labelied letter
“A-"

« Corticelli sewing silk is therefore a
third strongcr—and it costs no more.

Why not use it!
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Hugh McDonald..

~Glasgow Correspondent Toronto
Globe. - By e
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Fine Furniture

Holiday Presents

$5. to $25
$10 to $45

$15 to $45
$7 to $30
$1 to $I5
$2.50 $8
$2 to $20
$6 to $15
273, 8
$lto$8

Hugh McDonald,
:l‘::‘.;m'."-.o-o‘.r.nOppoate ot2!Gr m

Ladies’ Secretaries, in Oak and
Mahogany - - =« = - =
Parlor Cabinets, in Mahogany

China Cabinets, 1 quarted Gold
en’ Oak, with British Bevel
Mirrors, = =« « -« « & =

Chiffoniers, in golden oak high-

Iy polished, - .- ...
Centre Tables - - - « '« « «
Rocking Chairs, in Wicker - -

InOak and Mahogany - - -

MorrisChalrs, - - - - -« -

Children's_Morris Chairs, - -
ardiniere Stands, in golden oak

’ and Mahogany - - - =~ -

Freight paid outside

Please Deliver

Your Wheat, Boans, W. Oats, Oorn, Buck-
whoat and Grass Seed to the Blenheim Mills,
Blonheoim, or at Kent Mills, Chatham, where you
will Get the highest cash price.

The Canada Flour Mills Co., umies i
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