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«. Wc are required to follow them in their faith

rfnd patience ; in their steady regard to the com-

mands and promises of God, and in their patient

continuance in well-doing, amidst all the trials

and oppositions which the world may throw in

our way.

We are to follow their faith. And as an induce-

ment to do so, consider, I beseech you, through

what an illustrious series our faith has been hand-

ed down ; through the hands of Patriarchs, Pro-

phets and Kings ; Saints, Apostles and Martyrs,

Jesus Christ himself being the author and finisher

of it. How many pious, how many benevolent,

how many worthy men, how many great and illus-

trious characters, have, in later times, been forn^-

ed by Christian principles ! How many of our

fathers have trode the path of virtue before us,

looking back with steady faith to the history, in-

struction and miracles, to the death and resurrec-

tion of the Son of God, and forward with the con-

fidence of hope, to the day of his second and glo-

rious appearing ! How many worthy ornaments

of our native country, did not the last age pro-

duce ! Men who joined- the firm faith of the Gos-

pel, to the practice of its just and upright maxims,

and infinitely benevolent principles j who raised

their voice against much abounding iniquity, who

^trpye in behalf of knowledge, justice, liberty,

|oyjdty, and human happiness j who contended

thus in peace and in war, in the senate and the

field,


