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ten kingdoms, in order to make up the number required. Up

to the year 1820, there were only eight independent powers

within the Roman Empire, but in that year the Greeks re-

belled agiiinst the Sultan, and after several years' war, suc-

ceeded in establisliing a new kingdom, which became the ninth

horn. Still another was wanted to complete the prophetic

symbol, and it did not come up till 1830, when the revolution

of Paris divided the kingdom of the Netherlands into two, and

Belgium became a separate Power, to defeat the calculations of

divines, and pluck Britain from the anomalous position in which

they had placed her. We say anomalous, for how is it possible

to reconcile the past history of Anglo-Saxon progression—of

which she has been the mover and sustainer—with sudden

and complete destruction ? The verj- thought is a libel on the

eternal law of development and the wisdom of the moral

government; but it is false ; and we will by-and-bye show how

dififerent is the destiny of this country, and what a noble part

has been assigned her in the last act of the mighty drama.

The powers which really answer to the toes of Nebuchad-

nezzar's image are Bavaria, Lombardy, Hungary, Greece,

Sardinia, Naples, Portugal, Spain, France, and Belgium; and

if we understand the prophecy aright, these kingdoms will be

wholly destroyed, or at least completely shattered, within the

next fifteen years.

The next great error of our interpreters, and the last to

wHch we will particularly advert, is in regard to the "time,

and times, and half a time," or the duration of the beast

They clearly understand that it means a period of 12G0 lunar

years, but they have failed to find the true commencement of

this epoch. The general theory dates it from the year 606,

when Phocas proclaimed the universal supremacy of the

Bishop of Rome. This fixes the termination of the 1 260 years

in 1866, from which eighteen years must be subtracted, bemg

the difference between solar and lunar time, thus making the


