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popuffttion of two intllioiitt, «n(I aflbrflitig Bbttnclaiit fooin for nintiy inillioim ttmtc This-

largn territory <>inl>rac«M mi intinotiMt nxtiMit of fortilt) laiid mi wliitlitM'Ofiiltitntcil Kllthi<

Krainn of th<t U*iiip<tF»t« «>n« and Mworal productH of thti trnprca. U in u luxd of t'riiitv

and |iro<iuoittt al)Uii(iaut cro|m of grapt-H, pt'at-licH, appU'M, toniato«>N, iiit^<lon)t, iiud do/ciiH of

otliiT fruitH, Thtt nioro iiortlicni dlntrii-tH nlmtiiid in «uhmlili< piiio fonwth, and' d<'|HM«itN

of ^old, iiilvnr, iron, copper and othor vuluahl« uiinnralH wliich cuntrihutc litr^fl^^to tlit>

wiHalth of thfi country. Tlw climate vuritw itccordin^ tu latituilr, I'litvation or pmition

with refuretn-o to th«' Krt'at lakcn, but in i^viTywlicrw luliiptt'd in a m'T^ hx^U d«'(»rrM- to

grain aad fruitgrowing and to tint dovclopnicnt of phyHicai w<.*ll iN'iiig. In tin* <'xti'cni<*

nortl>-ww»t«rn part—b*tweeii th« Lako of-thtt WootU and liiikn HuiM-rior - tin' warinth of

suniuier and thu bright and bracing but ii)t<>nHti cold of wintiT iipproxiniat«< tlio (liiiutto

of tho Prbviucu of Maiiitolta adjoining to tht; wcHt Along liikc 8u|H<rior, however, tlu'

open Watttm of that viiMt row'rvoir, greatly t^iinpi-r the frost of winti'r and nnluce tim

Hunininr hitat athioHt to Englinh uoohn^H. In th«) extruniii i-oiit, bt'tweuii tlm riverit

Ottawa and Ht Liwreiice, th« lakti inlluencM isi.'nftt greatly felt and the winterH ai'iM-ohi,

.Ht«ady, bright and pluiutaiit, while the HUiiiilierH (tre decidedly hot. In ctiniute, thin hcc-

tioii r^uinblcH Montreal and tlie northern part .of tho n«-ighlM)ring Htati* of New York.

11|o large lakodiKtrict enjoyH milder winterH and Kuninient varying from thomi of Houth

em Kranct! and Northern Italy to thoHe of Pari^ TIun district, with KaHttTrn Ontario,

induduH alinoHt the whole population of the Province, and U'sideH a large iiunilMir of "free

grant" towiiHhips, several thousand square miles awaiting survey. To the north and

west, however, settlers are pushing, and seviiral thousiinds have already found homes in

the Province bt^yond the great triangle formed by the Ottawa lliver and tin* Ijakes.

EJUOtAl INFLUENOE OK THE iJREAT tAKEK
'

The lake inV^i?6e is very uiSrked at all seasons. _ The winter isothermal of twenty -live

degrees, curves northward from the Highlands of Pennsylvania to l^ake Ontdrio antt.^

crossing the Province to Lake Huron north of the forty-third parallel, iMmds gradually

to the south as it leaves the lake region, till in Missouri it reachcH the paraUel of forty

degrees. The winter Isothermal of the iiorth .shore of I^ake Huron is found tlit'ee

hundred miles further south i|i the Mississippi VaUey on the we^t and two hundied

and fifty miles further south in the New England Htatt^s un the east. Bruce Minei,, on

the nortli shore is as mild in winU-r as Omaha; Niagara a^ New York City. The

contrast with Eastern Ontario is eijually well markt^l. The county of Ksse^ on liaku '

Erie is as muchwamer in winter than Ottawa, as Memphis, T44ine».see, is warmer than

Essex, yet, the difl'erence in latitude between the two Ontario places is only tlirpe degre<(s

or a little over 200 miles, while jietween E.SHex and Memphis it is seven degn^fs oi nearly

oOO miles. In spring, the winds from the lakes, which heat niori'^ )4owly than the land,

delay the full opening of the season, but not iikjuriously, Is-cause the cli^ck given tb

vegetation till warm weather sets into the northward as well as to the south, often
:

prcivonts damage from untimely frosts jpxptirienced^ elsewhere, when plants have advanced

to a critical stage. In summer the lake influence is as noticeable as in wint(!>r, the lalre

region being protected from the continental influence which raises the teliiperature of

the Mississippi Valley on the same parallel several degrees higher than in seini insular

Ontario!. If spring is delayed by tlie cold lake winds, ample compensation is aflbrded in

autumn, the lakes, slow to cool after the summer heats, continuing tl)e mellow Fall
'
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