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ticd, the conjoined tendon is brought down to the loament
across the posterior wall of the eanal. The cord is now replaced,
traction being made on the testiele, if necessary, for this purpose,

It the aponcurosis of the external oblique is thinned and
stretehed, the margins of the ineision may be overlapped.

\nother method of strengthening a weakened condition ol
the aponcurosis is the ™ Darn and Stav-lace Method.™ inde
pendently suggested by Mr. Sampson Handley ind Mr. Charle
Bennett.f Though T have no practical experience ol this
method, it would appear to be of serviee in these easces.,

I the external abdominal ring is abnormally larvee. the con
tinuous suture closing the opening in the aponcurosis may he
continued downwards, approximating the pillars until the ring
is of about the normal size (Fig. 12). \s the intercolummm
lgament is not divided, this. even if it should do no ultimate

good, cannot weaken the ring, and it is possible, il the pillars

are thus held together. that the fibres of the intercolumnan
hegament may contract or that they mav bhe reinforeed by the
development o some new fibres,  This approximation of the
pillars may be earried out in cases where, though the APONCUTOSIS
is not thinned and the internal oblique is well deve loped. yvet the
external ring appears to be unduly large. Tt must be remem
bered that a large external ring alone does not predispose to
recurrence, unless there is also weakness of the internal and the
external oblique.  Inany ease the ring must not be so diminished
in size by the sutures as to eause any constriction of the vessels
ol the spermatie cord,

Though any operation for the radieal eure of hernia is generally
straightforward, yet oceasionally cases are met with wher
unexpected diflienlties, usually connected with thinness of the
sae, intimate conneetion of this with the vas, or unusual o
adherent contents, arise, and eall for considerable patience and
trouble in overcoming them.  In the operations which have
been deseribed above, the most important stage is the initial

separation ol the sace from the spermatie cord.  Before and
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