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almoHt ulwa.VB be for dou attempts that have to bt*

abuudont'd in f of better work, which their own
ubuudoued work _a* uiude poHsibie. But there luivo
beeu found men :.o were willing cheerfully to do thin
also, and to nee their own trunslution* superseded, uud
in u large measure forgotten, in order that something
better might !»•• given to the world.

But a woud«'rful thing has happened which Ur. Mac-
lan-n, of MnndieHter. has bj'en pointing out to us.
While we all know that tiie translations of Homer and of
the Koran and of the Wacn-d Bo »K8 of the East are
limping English .'vcn at the best, the Bible, on the other
hand, goes into a language and it forthwith iM'comes a
classic. The English of the English Bible is the nio.st
idiomatic that we have, and th<' (Jernian of the (}enuau
Bible is the purest (lernian, while the Bible of I'ltilas
among the (Jotiis, and the Slavonic Bible in Bussia, have
become each in its own sphere, the foundiiliou of a liter
ature. This is a stntng proof of the divinitv and tlie uni-
versalit.v of the Ilible.

The policy of the Bible Society in the matter of
translation has been to work through missionaries or
other translators wherever these might be found. This is
wise generalshij.. But wherever aid was needed to help
forward a worthy version already begun, or wherever
initiative was re(iuired to begin a work in parts where it
was needed, there the helpful hand of the Soci.-tv has
made itself felt. It has thus com<' to pass that tlie So
ciety has siace 1804 issued the S.-rijitures—cnini.lete oi- in
parts—in three hundred and .seventy langun-cs and dia
lects. In ISOt it is estimated that onlv two men in every
ten could read the Bible in their own language; but in
1004 the Bible can be read in their motherton"'iie bv
seven men out of every ten. This has been trnlv a cen-
tury of achievement.

Let us try to think what this means. If in tliis
<liiirch we could assemble one representative from everv
language thus translated, what a congregation we
sliould have. Then' would be tliree hundred and sevenrv
but how varied would be tlieir asjiects. Tl-ere wnsild h^
the swarthy Italian, and the long bearded snow fnciu"
Russian; there would be the subtle Hindoo, and the


