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that fires have ii-ceived, the expenditure has been well within the ainouai available.
By Octolxr 1st, forest protection will have cost this vear under $180,000. IMuuds
from (Jraiul Trunk I'arihc Railway of half of the exfx-ns*- of patrol and tin- fi;;lilinK
Hi the regions traversed i,y their lin4- and from the Canadian N(»rt hern Railway of
all cxp«>n.se incurred in suijervLsing their contractors will reduce the ainou.it
chargeable to the Forest Protection Fund by nine or ten thousa.i I dollars and .-s
the income of the fund i> ibo> t *2;J0,000, there will remain available for improve-
ment work in the autunni a sum alnrnt !|60,000.

Disposal of Debris.

I have watchetl with great interest the controversy tliat hxs raged in other
Provmces and States as to whether operators should or should not l)e compelled
to bum or otherwise dLspose of lumbering shuli. T.u-solu';ijn a lop'e 1 by us h is
been to leave the matter in the hands of the forest s<Tvice which is empowered to
deal with this slash at the expense of the Forest Protection Fund so as to favor the
growth of the new crop of timlKT and to give it as much protection as possible against
-" This work and the clearing up of dangerous localities will necessitate a shush

fire

burning campaign in many portions of the province.
by us in this line have proved most successful

Experiments already made

Education of Pcblic Opinion.

We are all conscious of the remarkable chang'- that h;is taken place in public
opinion with regard to forest fires. Ten years ago people in the West looked upon
the burning of entire watersheds as a natural alteration in the sc-nery that went
with railway construction, mining, or land clearing as a matter of course. There
was a good deal of wagging of heads at such wholesale destruction, but the pre-
vention or controlling of forest firi>s seemed to be too big an undertaking and there
was coasequently a general feeling of helplessness in the matter. Tiiat was so
even five or kl< years ago. Today in this Province there is an outcry if precautions
arc not tak<'n to prevent firi's in places where dangerous conditions exist, and when
hres oc ?opl" e.xpect the fighting of them to be organized promptly, and look
for just uch money to be expended as the circumstances require.

Public opinion, in other words, hasl)een educated to higher standards, and this
result has been accomplished almost entirely by the steady publicity that forest
protection has received through the Press, through public speaking, through the
efforts of Forestry Associations, and through the eaforcemeiit of the permit ' iw
and other local work.

Waste in Logging

Six years ago we in this Province felt powiTless to prevent the annual waste
by fire; today we see our way with confideiu-e. If one great problem can thus be
solved, why not another? Today, for instance, each million feet of lumber manu-
factured on the Pac'^c Coast means the wholesale butchery of low grad.- material
for which our operr rs can find no market. Other waste there is that is proven-
table, for exanii)ie, the using of high cla.ss material in the woods for 'imposes for
which inferior timber would iffice, ,,ud the cutting of lumber into even leiigtiis
only, on account of which t.ide practice investigation shows that 2 p-r cent is
lost

;
but before the niiiin problem of the low grade log we are as helplss today as we

were regarding fire protection a few years ago. I look to cooperation betwet n the
optTators of this Province and tlie Forest Service in order that this disease of waste
that affects our forests may be studied as carefully as docvois studv human diseases
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