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the Junto had a scientific bearing. He made an

original and important invention in 1742, the

"Pennsylvania fireplace," which, imder the name

of the Franklin stove, is in common use to this day,

and which brought to the ill-made houses of the

time increased comfort and a great saving of fuel.

But it brought Franklin no pecuniary reward, for

he never deigned to patent any of his inventions.

His active, inquiring mind played upon hundreds

of questions in adozen differentbranches of science.

He studied smoky chimneys; he invented bifocal

spectacles; he studied the effect of oil upon ru£9ed

water; he identified the "dry bellyache" as lead

poisoning; he preached ventilation in the days

when windows were closed tight at night, and upon

the sick at all times; he investigated fertilizers in

agriculture. Many of his suggestions have since

borne fruit, and his observations show that he

foresaw some of the great developments of the

nineteenth century.

His fame in science rests chiefly upon his dis-

coveries in electricity. On a visit to Boston in

1746 he saw some electrical experiments and at

once became deeply interested. Peter CoUinson of

London, a Fellow <^* the Royal Society, who had

made several gifts to the Philadelphia Library, sent


