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UI* history of the low n, xvhich lor nearly a hmuIrvU years has borne 

the name of Port Mope, began near the elose of the eighteenth 
venture. \ trailing post nourished here ;it least as long ago as 

177S, at xvhich time the site xx as oeeupied by a small Indian x i liage.
I he name of the xillage, xvhieh consisted ol a number of wigwams, 
inhabited hx the Mississauga Indians, xxas Voehingomink. The lirst 
white man xx ho left any enduring monument of his presence, w as one 
Peter Smith, a trader, who dwelt in a log hut on the bank of the creek 
which empties into Lake Ontario at this point. The hut stood on the 
east side of the creek, about two hundred yards from the latter's mouth 
and disappeared before the advent of the last century. Peter Smith in 
his day achieved some lame throughout this region as a hunter and 
trapper, but his ostensible calling xxas that of a fur trader, lie enjoyed 
an enviable reputation among the Indians for truthfulness and fair dealing, and was resorted to hx them from far distant 
points. The creek which flowed past his door was named after him, and the x illage itself came in process of time to be 
called Smith's Creek.

I he date of Peter Smith's arrival at Voehingomink cannot now be definitely ascertained, but he xx as succeeded about 
171)0 by a man named I lerchimer, who took possession of the hut and carried on the fur trade established by his predecessor. 

Neither of these traders, however, can in strictness he called permanent settlers.
I he first while man w ho took up his abode on the site of Port Hope, with a view to permanent residence there, was a 

Mr. Mynderl Harris, a l . L. Loyalist, who removed thither from Port Royal (now called Annapolis), in Nova Scotia,


