
the Gazette September 14,1995 ____ -OP^ED__________________________

Stopping the sleaze parade, one vote at a time
A lot of people come to me, anyd 0^ them6 exi^Mn^thVrei 1 tieT'mavbe ih^R ^hV ^ WOmen come forward other factors. Sure, the pressures

and they say. “Richard, how world?" s maybe the Republicans sooner? The old Clarence Tho- of the political system drive
should I vote in the next federal But imaginary friends aside inTJ* Z 7"^ ^.sma|‘ler1debt mas/Anita Hill defence. In most leaders and elected representa
tion?” My usual reply follows I’ve reconsidered mv Dosition’ f P ^ bl^ch,ng cases- the women who worked lives to form addictions to alco-

the lines of, “What are you, stu- because I’m realizing that we as cratswhoTf tnZ > quitlthe others* if they ho1 or other chemical stimulants,
pid? The Liberal Party was a country have an embarraTsine In LieZ f V™' ^ knCW him before the as" Certainly, the media, in its effort
elected in habit nf vnti™ a Press conference after giv- sault, would avoid him from then to sell, sell, sell, has the ability to
1993, which . rnnlnlJt. J?g bls resignation speech from on. These women didn’t come put an emphasis on the failures

means the next (1011111(1111 into office "In whirll^6 m °pforward sooner because they and not accomplishments of poli-
federal election U PI III 11J IM It 7 V u ? W&S g?°d)’ Packwood were humiliated and embar- ticians. And few of us are awarecan’t be called Ul IIVlU,V ££ ^a d™ ** ^ ^ 38 any of us would the fact that the Canadian
until at least continent 7 no re8rets- be lf we thought we were the political system has no mecha-
the year 2018! By which time (North America) have a knack beSnX *efacTS hi ^ ^ ™b" ™ procedure which enables

t trxs-s *.s -ri?r „ -sst“—»■ s-—== sttSSr» - -“crictïK
mg something either extremely with public office in the forms of years in a drunken stupor — "l7 d‘fferent yer"MP turned out t0 be lust an

my case°rboXtherv?hWiSe' ” ‘n ^“etaries, drivers' sub" ™°»gh to cause him to ,ona, 
rhL ' 1 ve been giving sidized lunches and haircuts, unconsenting women without a
Iendnn à°k SOmem?rr®wu,18ht' generous Pensions' ™d the op- second thought is supposed to 
I end up asking myself. Who are portunity to wield limitless and make us feel better about the 

ese people that ask me for ad- unchecked power, are usually whole fiasco?

our

As people often do after say-

MP.
I'm sorry, but there's 

nothing courageous about 
a man walking around a 

government building with 
his penis in one hand and a 

bottle in the other.

In the end, the onus is “on 
us." If we were to take more time 
and devote more energy and 
thought to learning about the 
candidates, we might not end up 
electing Dower-hunerv dinosaurs 

or half-wit opportunists all the 
time. It is the voter's responsibil
ity to meet or at least hear their 
candidate in a public forum.

This is as simple as calling his/ 
her campaign office and finding 
out where his/her nearest appear
ance is. Of course, campaign han
dlers fear too much contact 
between you and the candidate, so 
politely indicate to them that with
out seeing the candidate in a de
bate or a question-and-answer 
meeting with the electorate, you 
cannot possibly vote for him/her.

If we don’t take the time and 
make the effort to learn about the 
people whom we might vote into 
government or opposition to rep
resent our views and desires for 
the country as a whole, we will 
not get the leaders and repre
sentatives we need. We will only 
get the ones whom we deserve, 
and the sleaze parade will march 
on, south and north of the 49th 
parallel.

vice on such important and in total boobs. Question: Why didn’t any 
In some cases, this compound other colleague, out of personal 

noun can be applied literally, concern and his or her own duty 
Take the recent “retirement” of to the American people, suggest 
Republican Senator Robert “Bob"
"Boob" “Boobs-on-the-Brain”

Get a Life that Bob seek some help a little
x, i ... , . . _ , , sooner? Only a fool would con- Of course, then Bob’s girl-

ou hear whining and complain- Packwood. Mr. Packwood is al- tend that no other senator knew watching pals would remind 
ing. but you hardly ever hear leged to have sexually harassed what Mr. Packwood’s habits were that, well. Bob’s got a drinking 
abou success from any one who at least 17 women in the last 24 - they could’ve saved a lot of problem and he’s admitted it -

} fr0m fGntra Canada- years- These offenses have women a lot of grief. isn’t that courageous? Hello! Ex-
Some of you may not know ranged from putting his hand up Ugly fact #1: That's not the cuse me! I’m sorry, but there’s

t but have a few disadvantages the skirts of women at party way it’s done in a still predomi- nothing courageous about a man
oo. IampartMicmac.Umpart fundraisers to forcibly tongue- nantly male world. It’s taken walking around a government 

Jewish. I have a learning disabil- kissing staff members whom he three whole years from the first 
ity. I have arthritis in my back, kept working after hours in his charge of sexual harassment 

;ps knees and fingers. And to office on Capitol Hill. Mr. against Mr. Packwood for the So, to bring all this back to
top it all oil, I face homophobia Packwood never missed an op- Senate Ethics Committee to force my original point, who the hell 
every day because1 am a fag. and portunity — he kissed the his retirement. kept voting this sleazebag into
smal -minded people think that woman operating the private el- Ugly fact #2: The Ethics Com- office? The problem, however is
it s okay to treat me poorly. evator on the Hill every time he mittee probably forced Mr. not as simple as there being a

rLlcking Deal- If used It. _ Packwood out reluctantly, be- lot of stupid in one particular
y0u tb . thal for one minute 1 can 1 helP wondering two cause most of American senators state of the union; there’s a lot
those things are in any way go- things: have drinking problems and/or of stupid people in every state
mg to stop me from succeeding (1) 17 women in 24 years? sexist attitudes. On Capitol Hill, of the union. But before we Ca
in life, you are very, very mis- What’d you do during those booze is your friend and female nadians get too smug, let’s not
ta c , l• • other seven years, Bob? Rent staffers are window dressing forget that there’s a similar pro-

bo wake up, stop whining, Long Dong Silver” with a recent when you’re a man with power, portion of stupid people in every 
stop being a victim, cind CET A appointee to the Supreme Court? I suppose Mr. Packwood’s province in Canada.

(2) If the powerful Mr. drinking buddies would come We could blame all sorts of 
Josef Tratnik Packwood had been half as en- after me, saying, hell, why didn’t

me

building with his penis in one 
hand and a bottle in the other.

LIFE!
Richard Lim
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4 Reasons to Reserve Your 
Christmas Flight Early: A
1. To get a flight you can afford
2. Christmas flights fill up fast
3. Mom's cooking
4. You could WIN YOUR FUGHT HOME! *
•Book and pay a deposit for your Christmas flight (for travel departing between 3-31 December) with 
Travel CUTS by October 16* and your name will be entered in a draw for a chance to win your flight FREE. 
One trip to a maximum value of $500 will be given away at the Travel CUTS DaHioesie University office. 
Restrictions apply, for complete contest rules call or visit your nearest Travel CUTS.

Dalhousie Student Union Bldg. 3rd floor 494-2054
The travel company of the Canadian Federation of Students

TRAVEL CUTS 
HAS MOVED TO THE 

3rd FLOOR DAL S.U.B.
YOUR SPRINGBOARD 

TO SUCCESS IN THE 

NEW ECONOMY.

HE CAN SEE THE FUTURE. 
AND HE’S GOT A JOB FOR 

YOU THERE.
You learned a lot in university or college. But imagine if you could 

have learned how to predict the future. Imagine if you knew what 
jobs, what careers would offer you the most success and prosperity.

Well, now you can see — and hear — where your best job 
prospects lie. By attending a free seminar (tailored to university and 
college graduates) featuring the renowned Colin Campbell, author 
of Where the Jobs Are: Career Survival for Canadians in the New 
Global Economy.

Among the things you'll learn:
• Which new- and old-economy industries will survive, thrive or die.
• What companies will be the most desirable employers in your i 

chosen field. ,
• How to determine your personal strengths and weaknesses, and ; 

how to develop a lifelong strategic career plan.

Attend one of these free

ITI-SPONSORED SEMINARS:
Halifax - Sept. 27 

St. John’s - Sept. 28
Simply call 423-3404 (in Halifax) or 1 -800-939-4484 !
TO PRE-REGISTER FOR THIS FREE SEMINAR. |

But hurry, seating is limited. So phone now 
on you making the right call.

These free seminars are presented by the Information Technology Institute (formerly the Atlantic 
Computer Institute), Canada's leading information technology training institution lor university and 
college graduates. For information about ITI, call 423 3404 in Halifax 01 1 -800-939-4484.
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Colin Campbell, author of 
Where the Jobs Are: Career Survival 

for Canadians in the New Global 
Economy, will be speaking at a free 

ITI-sponsored seminar near you.

Information
Technology
Institute— your future success could depend

. cont d from previous page: "JOE"


