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THE TANGLE 0F TARIIFFS
ffilZ Great Britain ever get t/2e'Lion's S/zare of Ganadian Trade?

By. JOHNSMOKE over the navy question having cleared
away, the tariff came up. The recent Ottawa-
Washington-AIbany episodes had got týhings
moving a bit-shifting the lines of înterest

away from the cross-seas tai the parallels of latitude,
especiallY 49. 'fhursday morning of last week haîf
the men in Canada were talking tariff for breakfast,
and on the street cars and down at the office, and
then again at lunch; and some of them knocked off
work for 'haif a day ta get a clear whack at the
thing expressed in Fielding's thirteen articles-
whîch is one of the most practical creeds ever de-
visedby -the modemn religions needs of mankind.

The mari with the Red lie and the Imperialiser
with the Pencil had the tariff tarigle out the other
morpMtg

"Whttires me with the newspapers," said the
Red lie, "is that every one af. them looks at the
tariff through h-is party specs-just as they did on
the navy question. What we want is a business
discussion of the tariff. Business 'bas nothirig ta
do with either sentiment or politics. Now is that
clear ?"

Hie lilew a big whiff and farined it away.
The limperialiser snigered a bit.

"Sayour~ nt-Preference then ?"
'"At forty per cent? I certainly amn. In fact I'm

not sure that the old preference isn't a frost. Any-
way Canadiaris haveri't been buying British gaods
very heavily since it camne inta force. Look here,"
swipping over a little-of-evecrything book. "Two
years ago we bought fromi Great Britairi about
niriety-five million dollars worth of goods. Last
year we bought from the UJnited States one huri-
dred and eighty-two mnillion dollars worth-at a
thirty to, thirty-five p'er cent. tariff. H-ow's that for
the practical value of preference-Ieaving out senti-
mnent, mind you ?"

"You've mnissed the point entirely. Look here
-at what we soki Great Britain."

",Well how mucli?"
"<One hundred and thirty-five millions."
"Oh!I Favourable balance ai trade farty mil-

lions, eh? But ai course that's miaînly raw materials
and food products, whereas we buy fromn Great
Brii<ain miapufactured goads."

Precisely. But apply the balance of trade ta
Canada and thue United States, and what's the re-
sult?",

They thumrbed it up: result that Canada bulys

COLLINS
two dollars worth of goods from the United States
for every dollar's wort-h she seils to that country
under the present higli tariff.

"Which is a worse balance of trade than ninety-
five to a hundred and thirty-five in our favour, isn't
it ?" said the Imperialiser, slyly.

"Yes,. but it isn't the main fact of the case at
that," said the Red Tie: "There's a reason w'hy we
buy two dollars worth of poids from the United
States for every dollar's worth ,we selI her. We
certainly must want the goods or we wouldn't do it.
Now vhy do we wanýt the goods ?"

"It isn't a question of merely wanting the goods."
"But it is. Stick to your text. Ruling out senti-

muent, mind you; for if you apply sentiment to this
you'll discover that the sentiment of Canada favaurs
dloser trade relations with the United States more
than ditto with Great Britain, and I don't think
either of us wants to go on record as favouring com-
mercial reciprocity with the annexation sting in
its tail. But tel! me this: Why do 1 buy an Ameri
can automobile instead of an English ?"

"Merely a matter of ýsalesmanship; of selling
machinery. If the English maker would use the
same machinery and enterprise in selling ta you
that the United States manufacturer does-"

The Red Tie took a spasm and in a cloud of
American-made cigar-smoke he said:_"Heigh-t of absurdity! No salesmansýhip wviIl ever
make an English car go with the Canadian user,
just becauise the British car isn't made for condi-
tions in Canada. 1 tell you the United States manu-
facturer studies conditions in this coun.try and the
Britisher doesn't. In fa'ct, the Britisher doesn't
care a continenrtal for conditions. 'Conditions ie'
blowed' is bis mnotto. 'If they don't like my goods
they_ cari jolly weIl go hang-' "

---- - ----- 1 -ui -L li t uuesjjj ýCanada ta find out whaýt Canadiaris want, with the
resuit that lie finds Canada waits precisely the sort
af goads 'lie is mnaking for bis United States market,
just because we're simnilar in geographical and
climiatic conditions ta thre whole riarth haîf of the
United States. There's no sentimnent in that."

<'But is there anythirig ta prevent the Britishi
mianufacturer framn doinpg thr qqamt?


