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TOFTEN tusc( to wonder where ail the useful citizens corne from,
A.the uncomplaining, serviceable people who do just what they-

are expected to do on all possible occasions, who allow themselves

to be used by everyone who has an axe to grind and who live and die

wvithoîit showing a trace of indivîduality or self-assertion. They are

certainly not the common people to whom Lincoln referred when lie

sail that God must love them or He wouldn't have made so many of

themn. Nobodv loves these people-they just use theni. Business

men, politicians. reformers, patent niedicine fakirs and ail who exploit

the public for their own ends have the useful citizens tagged. labelled

and pigeon-holed and know just how to use theni wben they need

them. Aithougli they help to swell the mass of the common people

they must not be confused with them. The common people some-

times show signs of life and thouglit. It is from their numbers that

the ranks of the anarchists and other interesting classes are recruited.

Neither must it lie supposed that useful citizens are confined to the

working classes or even to those who fill minor positions in life.

People of this class who have been particularly useful have heen

known to be rewarded with high offices and even to be elected to

parliament-where they stili continue to be useful. But wherever

they may be found they neyer presurne to cal1 their souls their own.

They are simply being ulseful to some individual or interest and thev

live their drab 'lives without gîving any real evidence of being alive.

They were of those who were described as being neither cold nor hot

and only fit to bc spewed out of the mnoutlis of men of ciaracter. Tt

is to be hoped that God loves them for tliey get littie out of life.

A T last I believe 1 have found out wliere ail these useful, citizen.,
corne from. Tliey are the logical product of our incomparable

educational system. When they are nicely able to toddle our chuidren

are turned over to this system, body and soul, and left in-its grip until

it throws them back on us as "useful citizens." As 1 examine# this

systemi 1 amn seized by mucli the same kind of admiration as filled the

shoe-string peddler who slipped past the doorman of the Standard

Oul Company's offices on Broadway. He took the elevator to the top

storey and began to ply bis trade on the way down. The first door lie

entered was the last. He was promptly hurled out and followed by a

mnan who kicked himn down a ifiglit of stairs. At the bottom of the

landing lie was met by a man who kicked hirm down another fliglit,

and so on until he was finally shot tlirough the front door and landed
in a heap between the car-tracks. As lie pulled himself together lie

looked Up at the grey building, threw up his hands and exclaimed
fervently, "Mein Gott, vot a system 1" The admiring parent who
w\atclies his chiîdren being rushed tbrough the examinations of our
sehool system cannot help feeling as enraptured as the shoe-string
peddler-and as helpless. He may be able to see that the uniformity
of development in the students is due less to the development of all
their faculties than to the suppression of their stronger faculties, but
whaztcan lie do about it? They know enougli, matherinaties, history,

lîterature, ani what îiot, to bc able to niake a decent sliow,
the multitude of their studies and tlie necessity of devoting
their energies to those in whicli tliey have the least interest r
impossible for themn to be strong on any point. The finished
of our school system is the "useful citizen," the man wliose or]
and initiative have been destroyed. AIl lie is capable of i

taking lis place in one of the grooves of modemn ife and bein.ý
along it tintil lie is worn out. By no possibulitv can lie drop
of "tlie riniging grooves of change." He lias been educated
useful citizen and there is neyer any lack of people to use hir

'T ITERE is no department of human life in which home ri
Simperatîve as in the sehools. Wlien the teacler is

autliority to vary from bis metliods either at the suggestion of
or tlirougli the exercise of lis own judgment lis usefulness is s
impaired. Tt is only when teaclier and pupil are free and in sy
that the best work can bie done. Our method of centralisatic.
ever, makes the teacher powerless and the system supreme. 0l
in the larger cities the school 'boards take advantage of the T
accorded them by the Government to modify the studies. bu
smaller places and in the country especially the systemn is a~
Trustees, teacliers, and inspectors are simply parts of the mac
grinding- out colourless, innocuous useful citizens. The
educationîýt the world lias ever known eouid do littie even if
Minister of Education because lie would have to devote hii
making the system work and if lie were a teaclier in a publi
lie cotild do nothing because the system would not let him.
it not be possible to have an educational, system that would
itself to encouraging and spurring on the teacliers and scboo
of the country. instead of one that crushes teachers and pup
to a dreary uniformity?

A sa loyal Canadian and a lover of romance, I try to bc
the stories that corne fromn the West, but there is a

my patriotic gullibulity. Thaýt story about the man who
at one of the -meetings of the Laurier tour and toid MmT.
that bis father liad been led from the darkness of Toryisnir
liglit of Liberalism by one of the Ministem's speeches back in
some years ago is a littie too mucli for me. Men bave beei
to change their politicai faith but I defy anyone to produce a
authenticated case of a change that was due to logical argui
even to, surpassing eloquence. They change because some
got the postmastership or because the member's wife got uip
snubbed ber old neiglibours, or other reasons from one di
Once in ii896 I thougyht I was on the track of a true case c
chaniging because of bis convictions but, on investigation it tu
that the cause was entirely different. I forget the exact de
lie either joined the Grit party because Sir Wilfrid kissed
or. Ieft the Tory party because one of the Tory leaders ki
cbild. That sort of thing works botli ways, you know, and it
pened so long ago that 1 forget just how it was. Accordinj
western story Mr. Grahiam was very mucli delighted by the
and well lie miglit lie. If it was really true it made hlm1 thi
of a new record for political oratory, but I arn suspicious

wlileafai ws frmed up" by one of the astute mnanagei
tour. In order to kepMm Graham up to, bis best dulring
tbey liad one of their workers spring the yarn. That mnay se
drawn but they do tllings, just as. peculiar as that in politicý
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