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E private secretary's
rule about callers at tbew135tb Street aerodrome
waiting their turn meit-

ed under her imploring request
to take ber card in to Danbury
Rodd at once.

"Mademoiselle Antoinette Roi-
get 1" Rodd read aloud.- "And
wbat does she want ?" His face
ligbted as he finished the queston,
wbicb lie answered by bis own
exclamation: "0f course! It's
Tomnette! One. forgets tbat sbe
bas also a surname !"-

Her attraction for the aviator
was no secret among bis friends.
Many times lie bâd excused 11l1m-
self from company in order to be
at tbe theater in time to see ber
dance. She wvas a kindred sriint
of fliglit, unclîaining bis imagin-
ation. She came nearest to beink,
aerial of any earthly creature lie
bad ever seen.

"WTbat shal I say, sir?" the sec-
retary inquired. "She seems to be
in trouble," lie added, bv w'vav of
ulsing bis influence.

Rodd paused as soberly as if
lie were deciding a matter of state.
1urposely, lie hîad. always chosei
a rear orchestra seat. To hlm,

'ýFoinette was an abstraction, an
impersonal expression of lîurn
grace. He disliked to spoil an il-
lusion wvhich lie lad deliberately
nursed. Prohablv lier clîarrn be-
fore the footlighîts %v'as thîe uro-
duct of calculated traininîg lu fronît
of a mirror, and ini real life she

Na nîa ost matter-of-fact bein.-,
talking professioxial >laiîg.

"Is she auything at aIl like vIhat
she is ou thîe stage?" lie askcdl.

"That's the surpnising part,"
said the secretarv, -w'lio 1rolrptly
acted ou lus owui resp)oil,it\-.
Hie opened thîe door anîd beckmi cd,'
a$ lie drewv to one side -witlî a
punctihious bow.

Rodd ,vas bardly on Iii, fect
when Tomnette, lu furs, camet

bis offi ce with the saine radiant
quickness of the Tomnette in cos-
turne appearing from the wings.
It was berseif, flot an actress, that
ber audience saw, niglit after
niglit. She niigbt be nineteen,
this fragile woman, yet she was
like a cbild in ber spontaneity.

"I speak to ail tbe peoples. witb
my feet, is it flot ?" sbe said. "So
you will excuse me if I miss tbe
steps wben I speak the Englisb."

XVbatever ber request, sbe had
no mind to be balked of a full
hearing. As if' the movement
were a part of a courtesy, she took
the visitor's seat, wbile Rodd, in
the presence of sucli grace, feit
bis arms and legs disjointed fans
of a wiidmill as lie sank into bis
own cbair.

."Meestaire- Rodd, bow very
queeck can you run your queeck-
est flying machine to Philadel-
pheea ?" shie nquired, tossing back
the furs froni ler throat and sett-
in- hier muif at an angle on, ber
kriee in keeping -with that at
-tvich she held bier head.

"\\iy, I have doue it with a
baik of wind at nîy back from
the Schuylkill to the H-udson in
twenty-eighit minutes, but that
wvas pretty wild going. In aver-
age weather, I think. we can de-
pend on fortv," lie told ber. fv

'Teiî fortv-five, ten feefty-fv
-vais, that -will do," and she
wvhirled the muif round and round
jubilantlv, lier feet -rat-tatting the
floor. "You will-ypu will ?"

"WNho arn 1 to'take?" bie inquir-
ed.

"Moi, moi, moi !" sbe repeated
beating bher jacket with her, muif.

"To-n igh t-this very nig-ht !"
Rodd loolzed at biscalendar pad

and saw that lie had three engage-
iîîcîits for that evening.

"Biut I have been so excited 1
bdid nnt tell you it riglit," she wvent
) M. "I arn3 plaving in Philpdel-
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