PREFACE.

' In repnntmo- in a- cheap and convement form the ongmal Novels a.ndv G

' hovellettes ertten for the Canadian Illu.stmted News, the publisher hopes
' to meet with a hearty support from the readmcr commumty of Canada The :

L ‘moderate price at w hlch these volumes are offered to the pubhc puts them_ . )

-on a fair’ footmo- to compete with the light. literature of other countries; -

. and their style and incident, though nenher so extravagant nor sensational, . .

"’glve a better reflex of the hterary taste of the Dommmn . ‘
Of the five stones which make- up the present volume three are mter-
'.woven with stlrrmw events in Canadmn history, each ma.rkmv a different
'penod -and- dealmrr w1th widely different incidents: The -writers are all"
'-Canadmns -and as such have some clalm to the sympathy and patronage of. '

- “our people as the bulldm(r up of a natlonal literature is an achievement of o -

' great mportance to the future of any country, and one thch we regret to S

say, in its early stages 0'enerally fr1ves but small reward to the faithful and |
devoted toﬂers in the. Work In this respect Cana,da has heretofore been no -
2 exceptlon but itis hoped that now, when it has 50 far provressed in Wealth ;

,Jntelhaence and refinement, and when the national spirit-is evoked in the .-
‘ cause of every mechamcal mdustry, the Ia.bours of the lzltemteur vull not. -

be neo'lected ‘ ' ‘ ' .
4 In this hope the publxsher launehes ‘thxs httle volume and in proportxon
& its success wxll ‘he be mduced to follow it with others, and in turn to' T

‘\.

nge oxeatel encoma«ement to Canadxan authors
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