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Takmg a keen mterest in everything that could promote ‘the growth of the’ provmce, he -

‘ very early: felt the need of railroads, to open up the country, and develop its resources. He

was one’of the first. promoters of these enterprises in the valley of the St. Cronx, and, especmlly
after his retirement from. business, devoted much energy and pubhc spirit to the prosecution of
these and other works of general utility, so that when they came to take definite form in the‘
hands of corporations, which lie had been largely instrumental in forming, he was looked to as
their natural head. -For many years he was. president of the Princeton railroad, running from
Calais to Princeton, in the State of Maine, and now a part of the St. Croix and Penobscot rail-
road. * He was the-first president of the St. Stephen branch railway, and held that office until

~ the consolidation of the St. Stephen, Woodstock, and Houlton branches with the New Bruns-.

' - wick and Ca.na.da railroad, when he was chosen president of the larger corporation. In 1844,

he was elected a director of the St. Stephen’s bank, and in 1849 was made pres:dent, ‘He held
this office in the two last named corporations until his death.

His pubhc spirit, and_ his pmmmence in his own county, seéured for him a seat in t,he

l Legislative Council of the province, to which he was appoulted in 1854, and in the business of

.

wach he always took-an active and influential part. Two classes of measures especially en-
gaged his interest and support : one, those relating to the development of the material resotirces

of the country by means of railroads, which, as he had liberally promoted by personal action, he
also supported in his place as a lelnslator Movements looking to the advancement of general
education also found in Mr. Todd a sagacious ‘and zealous suppoiter. . He hed already evinced

‘his interest in the supply of the best educational facilities, by becoming one-of the founders and

managers of the Milltown academy, an institution which was maintained upon a high standing
during a long term.of years, until the special heed of it was superseded. 'He had ever been
friendly to a system of education which should be open freely to all classes of the people, ‘while

~ it aimed at the highest results. When, therefore, the question of giving a free education to all

the children of the provinee came before the- Legislative Council, he gave to-the measures pro-

_ . posed his hearty support. The measures were adopted, and when they came to be put into
- practical effect, Mr. Todd, as-a ‘private cm?en cordially contributed a liberal part in rendering -
‘the law efficient. Mr Todd also took a prominent art in the legislature as an advocate of -

reform in the ma.na.«rement, of the public lands. He%was convinced that the resources of the

country in this direction were undergoing a rapid waste, the effects of ‘which would be disas-

* trously felt. Acchdm"l) he ~ouvht, to secure a change of policy, with a view to making this
- “form of pubhc property bring'in an: mcrcased and more permanent revenue.. Althouvh he then . .
“stood in advance of the frenera] sentiment upon this matter, time has v indicated the wxsdom of

his view, the enhaneed i mcome dzrived in later years from the crown 1a.nds hann" been secured

. - in compliance with. the prmclphs. of management which he desxred to see adopted He was -
warmly interested in the Confederation of the: provinces, and in 1867 his name appeared in the -

Queen’s proclamation, const,ltutm" the union, as a Senatoi of. the Dominion of Canada. The

 condition of his health compelled him to decline tlns “henor, and he retamed his seat in the
_ 'Lemslatwe Council to the end of his life.

-, A'free trader on principle, and’ behevmfr that the prospenty of hlS own provmce in pax:tx-.

cular demanded the freeést commerclal mtercoume thh its' neighbors,’ and with the world, he,

on this ground chietly, gave his support to the Iiberal pa.rty "But he was not a partisan.  If.

' a.ny measure commended xtself to his Judgrnlent its origin did not hinder: his hearty support. -

, Mr. Todd always took an eager intérest in religious matters. He was a member of the
- Congreaatxonal church in Mlllt;own from its orcamzatlon was for many ycars an ofﬁce~bea.rer,»
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