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Army, fresh from its viclories over Austdis,
tho Fret ch military authorities unduly ex.
alted the advantages of tho mysterious
engine hidden in their arsenals, ‘Perrible
stories of its distructivo powers wero allowed
to leak out, and every  mothod was teken
to rouse the confidence of tho troops in the
new weapon which was (o revolutionizo war.
Onthe Ist of July, 1870, tho Army was
provided with 190 mitrailleurs.

At the first skirmish, viz., the affair before
Saarbruck, the mitrailleur was brought to
the front and shared witly tho Princo Impe-
rial tho honours of this short lived success,
‘The events that followed wero so awful, and
the defeats of the French Army eucceeded
cach other so rapidly, that opportumty did
not offer of examining critically tho em.
ployment of any particular arm. Now and
then, among the many accounts of these
battles, anecdotes of the mitrailleurs are
narrated, sometimes mentioning them der-
isively, at others alluding to tho deadly
eftects of their fire, and summing up with
the enumeration of the numbers captured
at the successiyo surrender of tho French
armies.

Feeling the importance of investigating
the truth of the many statements iwhich
were put forth on this important question,
Colonel Wray's Committee decided on
taking evidenca from Officers who had been
witnesses of sameof the engagements, al
though unfortunately, owing to the veto
put upon the presence of English Officers
with either army daring the earlier com:
paigns, little direct information on the em-
ployment of the mitrailleurs previous o the
battle of Sedan could bo obtained. The
evidence therefore, relates pracipally to the
later actions fought on the Loire. Tmo will
admit ¢f but a short summary of what was
given before the Committeo, but should any
one desire still further to investigato the
subject, ho hasonly to read the evidence in
full. The effect of the French mitrailleurs
(for, excepting in one Bavarian corps, none
wero brought into the field by the Germans)
was witnessed by several of our Officers on
different occasions, and has been alluded to
by more than one writer on tho war.

Thus Colonel Rustow speaks of a mit.
trallleuse Lattery of Douay’s division being
inaction fora short time at the balllo of
Wetssenberg, when its ammunition waggon
was struck by a Prussian shell and blown
up, wounding so many of the gunners that
it was forced to withdraw, not however Qf
one may judge from the accounts of theeo
who have mspected the fivlid of battle), be-
fore it hasl inflreted hoavy P vson the ulvane
ing infuntry.

In a book entitled * From Sudan to suaps
bruak™ by an Artillery Uflicer, the effect
of the fire of six mitrulleurs at the Laule
before Sedan 13 thus narrated.  The guns
wero entrenched, and played with deadly
elfect on the Prussians who attemped to
cro:5 a valley intervening between them aud
somo rising ground about 99 yards distnt
Tho author writes, * that tne nuaerons
Prussian graves on the slope of theM imetan
altest tho severe loss they suflered, and, °
he adds, 1n this solitary mstance the clfects
ofthe mitrailleurs twere confessedly super-
ior to any which could haye been mihicted
by common shell.” o further quotes the
upinion of a Prussian Officer gwen to lum
Jeersonally, which appears 10 bean acconds
mce  with that of the generality of tho
tierman Officers during the War.  Ilus Ol
cer admitted that tho effect of the muttrnls
leur against soiid masses was good; but he
considered them comparatively harmless
against troops in line, under which circum-.
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slances their action might bo likened to a
chargo of unscattered swan shot, merely rid-
dimg two or threo men. Itis fair to say
that this defectin the French mitrailleur
has been remedied in the Galling, in which
tho fraversing arrangement permiits of a
wide sweep of the shots during the very pro:
cess offiring.

Mr. Wien thus describes the effect of the
mitrailleurs on & body of cavalry at the bal-
tle of Gravelotte : —*It was about 3 o'clock
that dalmaison was taken by our" (meaning
the Germun) “troops, and it was on some
Uhlans, who tried to cut off the rotreat of
some YVoltiguers from it, that the nutrailleu~
$0 terribly vindieated its characler for des
truction. = A squadron rode forward with its
usual pride and confidence ; wo hoard the
growl of this truly infernal machine ; we
saw an unwonted confusion in the Lancers’
ranks; they wheeled, and retired, leaving
behind them 32 horsea and has many men.
They had unwittingly crossed the fatal lino
offiro; and had they waited to rescue their
comrades, three mwinutes would havesufliced
to the French artillerymen to put them in
the same helpless condition. Wo had gone
forwarl to the extreme point on our side
of the glen, and with our glasses could
plainly see the gunners as they placed the
fatal plate in the hydra mouthed carnon.

Colonel Fielding attached grest value to
the mitrailleur, and instanced the efiects
produced on & Prassian column of infantry
atthe second battle of Beaugency, whero
clear gaps were cut through one of its an—
gles. “The same effect, he thinks, could not
have been produced by infantry, as the time
necessanly spent fn deployment would have
given warning to the approaching column.
“Helooked upon the proper use of mitrail-
leurs to boas representing a certain number
of infantry, for which there is notroom on tho
ground, suddenly placed forsard at the pro-
per momentat a decisive point to bringa
crushing fire upon the cnemy.” Ilo also
profers placing them in defensive positions
*whero the front is restricted, and where it
is mecossary whilo keeping up a proper
amountof fire to the front, to cconomise
space.

Un  threo difforent occasions Colonel
Reilley, C.B., R.A,, saw the mitrailleurs
used against troaps who were taking advan-
tagesof the undulations of the ground to
obtain cover, aud on none of these occasions
did he notice the loss inflicted by themto
have been great. Onthe other hand. al.
though the putratllevrs were standing in the

open, exposed to the fire of the Prussian
artillery for fourand a half hours, no -
jury was dane to them by <bot or shell, Al
Leaume o Rolande the] Freneh did good
service instreetlighting with the mitrmillours,
Luton the whole, Colonel Rilly evidently
conzelered that artillery would” have been
moro efficient, and  that” the extra wheeied
transpo:t entailed by thisdeseription ofarma
ment,did more harm than good to the Freneh
Armies. He alsostates the Prussian Officers
were greatly opposed 1o incumbering infan-
{ry regiments with mitrailleurs, even sup-
posing they were introduced into thewr ser-
vice.

Ciptain C. B. Brackenbury, R. A..who
was present with the Army of Prince Frede-
rick Cbarle-, narrates that upon the only
oceasions when o witnessed any serious
cllect from the wmitrailleurs, three of them
succeeded in stopping the advance of the
Germmn troops who hiad hitherto fiuced the
liro of the artillery. These threo mitrailleurs
wera subsequently captured by skirimishers
detached from the main body, who took
them in flank.  He considers their firo to bo
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superior to that of infantry, becauso an in-
fantry, man has nerves, which will probably
bo disturbed when ho is oxposed to fire,
whereas the machino hae ncno.

Captain Hozier formed opinions similar to
thoso of Captain Brackenbury. Ilosaw mit-
railleurs omployed in the sorties from Puris
and at Lo Mans, where tho supports of a
line of skirmishers, suffered from their
fire; tho skirmishers, howover, advancing
beneath them, and avoiding their direct dis.
chargo, closed in, and captured them, By
this method the mitrailleur batteries wero
wsually taken, ther infuntry supports rotir-
ingand leaviag tho guns fo their fato, On
tho whole, Captain Hozier concurs 1n the
opinion of the Prussian Olfficers with whom
he conversed, that for field servico the
horses and 1aen necessary for the mitrail-
leure conld bo  botter ecmployed with artil-
lery, but that for entrenched positions, for
narrow roads, and for tho ditches of for-
tresses they were and would be most valu-
able, Prince Frederick Charles expressed
a preference for 12or 13 infantry soldiers
instead of a mitrailleur, as thoy would be
less liable to be destroyed by a bursting
shell, and their fire would bo more accu.
rate.

Captain Gurdon, R. N., who witno sed the
later campaigns on the French side, enter-
tains a high opinion of the c'ficiency of the
witrailleur fire, e saw them cemployed
against infantry columns, and on one occa-
sion against field batteries, which wero com-
pelled to retire, owing o aloss of horses.
He considers them quite indispensablo in
warfure at tho present day, but does not
agree with the Frenchin their method of
employing them. They are adapled, ho
believes, for defence rather than for attack
and aro especially suited for protecting
gorges or defiles, and for street fighting.
The French mitrailleurs he considers to have
been tooheavy, as four horses were required
for tho gun alone. The welght of the guns
or rather their increased charges, seem to
have given range, as, according to Captain
Gurdon, they were most efficient at from
LU0 to 2,300 yards.

{To be continued.)

THE PRESENT POWER OF ENGLAND.

(From the Naval and Milltary Gazette.)

Through (ke fores, protracicd and deopiy
interesting discussions which not so long
ago occupied pre-eminently the public mind,

on the subject of the posssibility of an in-
vasion of this country, it seems strango that
no one discovered, or atany at rate noticed,
tho atterly powerless condition into which
weo ourselves have fallen in the event of the
nccesstly arising for Drtish troops to in-

vade some foreign land.  With the Alaba-
ma and SinJuan difficulties but just setiled,
 and the Khiva question assuming daily more
extonsive proportions, this military lassi-
tudo 13 but ill fitting us, cspecially when wo
cail 1o mind tho fact that our Navy has,sinco
the introduction ol armor-plating assumed a
superirity over those of other countries,
which is unparalleled in, history. France,
America, Spain, Holland, and Turkey, have
all, at one timo or znother, threstened our
naval supremacy,and havesavagely contend-
¢d with us for it too,while now we have little
hesitation in asserting that the combind
squadrons of all tho abovo-mentioned powers
would be just a match for our own magoil-
cent fleet. In inverss ratio our Army has
decreased in atrength—wo will not say cffi-
ciency—before tho gigantic armaments of




