344
Our Contributors.

THE TARTAN AGAIN IN THE
FRONT.

LY WNONONTAN,

Loglish speaking men the world aover
nuw koow that -* lan Maclaten 15 the Kev.
john Maclares Watson, pasior of the Scetion
Sqyuare Presbyterian  Uhurch, laverpool.
Like Lord byron Mr. Watson—perhaps we
should say Doctor Watson now—woke up
one morming to tiad humselt famouns. His
:ame arose from s book, * Reside the
Boanie Brier Bush.  kor humour, pathos
aad geaoeral wholesomeness this book stands
easily first among bouks of its kind ; and
the kind 1s good.

The oniy weak thing about lans charm-
oy volume s ats utle. **The Littie Minister
s a suggesuve and happy title; ‘‘The
Sackit Muasster © has a world of meaatng in
Scotland, but ' Eeside the Loaon.e Buer
Bash” is altogether too light and seatumental
atitle for a bouk that has such charaters as
Marget Howe and Lachlan Campbeil and
Diumsbeugh and Burnbrae and Weelam
MacLuare walking theough s pages. Crit-
wsm, however, is disarmed the moment you
get past the titie page. Youa read, you laugh,
you cry, you admire the noble and the good
and inwardly resolve to be noble aad good
yourself. Asyou lay down the book you
perhaps  mentally repeat Teanyson’s
lines :—

Howe'er it be it seems to me

*Tis ooly noble to he good.

Kind hearts are more than coronets

And simple faith thao Norman blood.

The first display of real power and
pathos is the conversation between Geordie

Howe and his mother when it became evi-
dent that Geordie's end was near. George
was ** a lad o’ pairts “and notwithstanding
ms poverty and poor heaith he had won the
bighest honours in college. His mother,
bke many another noble, Scotch mother
would like to see him a minister, * if he's
worthy o't, no otberwise.” (George was taken
home and the manner in which his mother
gave upher sonis somethingthat one cannot
read about with dry eyes. There is no better
woman than Marget Howe outside of the
Bible.

Then comes the parting between Domsie,
George's teacher and his favourite pupil.
By the time you have read this far you are
quite persuaded you are reading no ordin.
ary book and this feeling grows upon you
until you stand by the death bedof Dr.
MacLure, and while Drumsheugh holds bhis
band, hear him ask for bis mother's Bible
and with bis failing breath try to repeat the
twenty-third psalm. When you have fol-
lowed the Drumtochty men as they carried
MacLure's body through the deep snow
dnifts to bis grave, and have listened to their
conversation you feel prufoundly grateful to
Mr. Watson for having written this noble
book and wonder if he can ever write another
as good.

Lachlan Campbell is one of the most in-
teresting characters you meet in  Mr.
Watson's stirring pages. Lachlan is in-
teresting not because be is lovely but be-
cause beis typical. He was stern, severe,
harsh, and went to church mainly to keep
the minister and congregation right Some
of us have seen afew gebuine Lachlan
Campbell’s in Canada aod carloads of
spurious imitations. A real Lachlan
Campbell isin many respects a good kind
of a man but a pinchbeck imitation with all
Lachlan's faults without his virtues, and his
koowledge is 2 hard character to put up
with. Lachlan used to look down upon the
youthful Moderator of Session with ** austers
superiority "’ and when the Moderator and
be understood each other they became the
warmest of friends. Lacblan’s special work
in the session was to examine youthful
applicants for tokens about thelr law work,
aond enquire how long they had beep at
Sinai, but when bis owo daugbter Flora got
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«ato touble and (he sessivn and aeighbouts
treated her kindly, Lachlan softened down
and became a difierent kind of a man. His
last spcech was distinctly on the side of
charity.

Jamie Soutar was the Cynic of the Glen.
Au ordinary cynic one that can do nothing
but sneer and carp at other people while
never accomplishing anything himself is
about the meanest and most useless thiog
on this footstool. Jamie Soutar was not
that kind of a cynic. When he attacked an
English ** veesitor * to the Glenhe did sc
on substantial grounds. When he doubled
up Hopps the pretentious * veesitor frae
aboot Eogland,” he made it clear in the
brieflest space of time that the patroni.ing
Southerr. windbag bad mever heard of the
Act of Union that he had never read Adam
Smith that hedid not know the difference
between Armenian:smand Calvinlsm,acd that
he thought ** the . onfessioon of Faith was in
vented in Edinburgh.” A (ynic who cao
do bigh class work of that kind may Ye a
very useful kind of a citizen.

Toour mind Burnbrae, next to Marget
Howe, is the finest character Mr. Watsco
sketches. Some of our friends admire Dr
MacLure most, and he certainly is a grand
character ; but for all round goodaess and
1sefuloess we put Burnbrae first among the
tien  Drumsheugh isalso a capital man.
In fact all Mr. Watson's leading creations
are splendid men aond that is one reason
why the book has such a wholesome in-
fluence.

SPECIALIZE THE ELDERSHIL.

BY N. A. O.

In THE CaNapaA PREZIYIERIAN of
April 3rd an interesting article appears,
under the caption ** The Catechist and the
Sacraments,” that will claim wide attention
throughout the church. It deals witha
question of very great moment aod ome
that is continually being discussed from ene
point of view or another, the supply of the
home mission field, and raises an important
issue. Your correspondent is in sympathy
with the author of the article, Rev. James
Fraser, of Cushing, Quebec, in proposing
extraordinary means to cope with a difficult
situation. As to the particular means pro-
posed, however, and the arguments adduced
in support of it, we differ somewhat. I trust
the matter under consideration will receive
the fallest discussion :n your columns, that it
may in due course be reduced to such a form
as to justify its being brought before the
Assembly. Although criticising the argu
ments brought forward by Mr. Fraser in
support of his position, I do not write with
the intention of being critical, but, like him-
self, in the hope of leading up to definite
and cfiective legislation on the part of the
Church.

The dispensing of the Sacrameats by
men ordained by the laying on of handsis
not a matter of use and wont. Use and
wont are always local, bowever widely local.
Ordination is a matter of a difiereat sort.
Itis not a mere convenience, nor is it some-
thing developed in the Charch , itis some
thiog given to the Church, andis part and
parcel of the belief and practise of the whole
Church. To say then that ** itis hcld by sume
that they (the sacraments, should not be ad-
mipistered except by, one duly ordawned to
the ministry,” 1sto beginto beg the question
in favor of the dispensing of sacraments by
catechists. The rites of the Church are bet
ter guarded then to be ** held by some.’

There are not two senses in which men
are said to be ordaioed, as would seem to be
stated in Mr. Fraser’s article when he says .
* In this sease the catechist who now
preaches the gospel without ordination to
the ministry has been ordained.” Thisis
begging the guestion again. Men are not
ordmined to supecintend Sonday Schools.
Oar students are ot ordaincd to preach in
some mission field during the summer or
the winter months, oz our superiatendents

of missinns \alteady ordained men; to
superintend the missions. Tobe ordained
by the laying on of hands és to be ordained
to the ministry, whether it be for,the preach.
ing of the gospel they ate ordained,.for the
work of the clder, or to the oflice of deacon ;
and there is no other ordination presented in
Scripture or practised by the Church.

To say {as is said in the above article)
that certain esamples cited from Scupture
*“ learly show that the meaning of ordina

.tion, in general, is appointment of men ap

proven as qualified, to office or special
work in the Chutch, for an indefinite time or
for a more definite season,” is to beg the
juestion doubly. la the first place there s
no “me=aclog ln geoeral” attachiog to
ordination, acknowledged la the belief and
practice of the Church or presented in
Scripture , nor s there any ' ordination
general,” of that should be the meaniag o
tended. Ordination is ordination, aod it
may oot be said there s ordination aod
ordination. Every meaning that attaches
toordination s speufic, vhether it be the
seal of yualificauon that 1s under considera-
uon, the Chuarch's vork of authoruty, the
public and officiai consectaucn of the ap:
plicant forthe work of the miaustry, the
formai commutting of the word and doctrine,
or the perpetuating of the Chrisuan ministry.
la the second place theres a beggiog of the
question when mentton is made of ** ap-
poimment . . . to ottice or special work 1n
the Church,” inasmuch asthe office (or
offices) of the ministry and ‘“ special work "
dounat fall in the same category. More-
over, the begging of the questionic this
instance is continued when that appoint-
ment is spoken of as*for an indefinite
time or fora more definite season.” Paul
and Barnabas were without doubt sent upon
a particalar mission {Acts xiii), but their
ordination cannot be said to have been for
a Jefinite season. [t would not be correct
either to speak of it as being for an indefinite
time, for a time limit is not considered in
ordination.

Ordination is essential to the Christian
ministry for reasons with respect to which
the Churchis atone, reasonsalready sug-
gested, and which do not need to be dwelt
apon ia detail here. In recoguition of this
fact, the deacon ;s ordained to his office by
the laying onofhands , and should he after-
ward be elected to the office of the elder he
is ordained to that office in the same
way - not re-ordained, but ordained to an-
other coffice of the ministry. Should the
same man afterward be ordainedto the
ministry of the word his ordination is one
and the same, only to a higher office, In
cach case he is ordained according to the
Scripture.

The uestion raised by Mr. Fraser :
* May the Church, through its organized
sovernmenta! lnstitations, employ catechists
to minister the sacraments, without ordina-
tion to the ministry 2" is an important one,
both because of the object in view, and on
account of the question itself intrinsically.
Your correspondent would submit that, in
view of the facts reviewed in the foregoing
part of this communication, the question of
anyone dispensing the Sacrameants who has
not been ordained is satisfactorily settled in
the negative. Leave oft these latter words,
* without ordination to the ministry,” how-
ever, and we have a subject worthy of the
most careful consideration of Presbyteries,
Synods, and the General Assembly of our
Church. Itisa subject too that would not
be completely novel to the Church, though
dealing with a2 matter new and unaccustom-
ed to oursclves.

In all things essential to church polity
the practice of the apostolic church as re-
corded in the XNew Testament 1s our sufiici-
ent puide. The apostles ordained elders in
every city and place where they founded the
church. These elders they left 1n charge
in their absence--and their absence was
someumes of long continuance. They do
not .appear to have found 1t necessary to
ordain deacons except as the progress of the
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infanl chutch :equued‘ There was 4
stated ministry of the Word as yet, otk
than the apostles themselves, I
ordained elders thus left 1a sols charge, c..,
pense the sacraments of baptism and g
Lord’s Supper? We submit that the nam
of the case would demand that they shch
do so.  Certain passages in the Aas
the Apostles go to show that they dmg,
pense the Loid’s Supper. After rewk
sermon on the day of Pentecost the qpk
thousand converts, with the other brenmf.
“continued steadfastly in the aposty
doctrine and fcllowshnp. aad in tie ozl
mg f bread, and in prayers” \Aun—'
42). Peter was present and the L

apostles, but their preseace is an k.

phasized when mention is made of i

steadfast continuance. Ia Acts ax

shown (hat the disciples at Troas qm
together 1o break bread upon the nrsic ¥
of the week, the day upon which beuere J
were  accustomed to meet for worsty &
Paul was there, and his preachigg T
miracle signalized the occasion , bm,;,
though he celebrated the Lords supwk
being present, his presence wouid oot
peat lo have been considered essenua
a celebration. He was :a Troas but sem§r 1
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days, and thereforc was present oo m- &

one occasion of the disciples commgu
gether “upon the first day of the mh
to bicak bread.”’ 1f, then, weca
agree with the apostles that the emp
were compstent to ‘‘take beed to al g

flock over which the Holy Ghost m

made you overseers, to feed the Chm
of God" (Acts xx. 28), we cannot dcny..-
elders now the authority to dispense 1
sacraments when the needs of the Cheg®

correspond with those of the early :;','
and therefore demand the sacraments

1

circumstances aright), and particularly uis

sacrament of the Lord's Supper. If thxspc- ! gﬂ

sition be well taken, and we believe ng B
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let us meet the exigencies of the time i i f;

conduct of missicns, by specializing i
eldership. Itis the practise of our Chori &
to ordain elders in every congregation lof
that particular congregation. Why noi gni
to Catechists the status of elders ? and
students also, who have entered upoo i
study of theology with a view to the work ¢

tion is confgrred * without relatidn o prob
able view had to a particalar charge,” astls

p- 413. ' Having taken this step, why it fe
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specialize the eldership further, by gng

these men authority to dispense the sam

mentsalso? lIo view of the present pracﬁu
of the Charch, this looks like specializauz,
but we believe it would only be recogouirg
the authority inherent in the office of it
eldex uader circumstances such as we ban

the Canadlan Church to-day.
There is another solution of the difficely

authorized to dispense the sacraments
mission fields. It is that adopted by
North Presbyterian Church in the Unied
States, and found, we believe, entizely sort
able and satisfactory. The ruliog and
practice of this great church upon the qu
tion of * ordination as an evangelst to labx
in feeble churches,” is thus prcscntedn
Moore’s Digest (1856, p. 412, ch. xv. §m
1).—“Isit or is 1t not in accordance wit
the principles of the Presbyterian Church
ordain evangelists to labor in fields bawt}
fecble churches which are not able to s
port a pastor, and are too remote CoF
veniently to s2cure the services of ao o
dained minister.”” The answer s giveo e
the same page: * To ordain evangelss
onder the specified circumstances s I8 &
cordance with the practise of the Chord;
and is no iofraction of any of s lavs”
This 1s the legislation of the Nortben
Presbyierian Church in force since 1550, '}

Ordinatica * does not impress a char



