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Logish spcaktnR mea thet world avei
auw know that -,Iau Mailas taos thet Rcv.
Jaon Macoarca Waîtsun, pastoofaitht betai
Sj.oare t'resbyteroan Laurth, Liverpoolý
Lîke Lord byron Mr. Wao-ptrhaps wc
t.bould say IJoctor Watson noiv-.woke up
one mnrniag ta nad hinistîl fanions. His
-arme arase tram bis book, II Beside tbe
Bannie brier Bush. l'or humour, pathos
and general wholesomeness ibis book stands
eassily orsî among houks oaits kond i ,and

tht kiad s good.
Tht only weak thiag about Ian s charni-

ang volume os ts tile. - be Litile Monîster
as a suggestive and happy taltet "The
S.a.kt Milaister' bas a wonid af mcaaong on
S..otiand, bat" Lesode tht boaa.c Btier
Buash'* s .ltogetherta lghtaadscaîamcatal
a rtoie fur a book that bas su,.h a.hdatcrs as
Marget flowe and La.laa Campbell and
Drurnsbcugh and Burnbr,.t and Weelum
Nla.Lure walkng thcough ts pages. Gril,-
lAsom, howtver, is disarmed tht miment yo&t
gcî pasi tht tille page. You read, yuu laugh,
Vou cry, you admire the noble and tht gaod
and inwardly resoive la be noble aad gaod
yoursclt. As you iay down tht book you
perhaps nientaliy repeat Tcnnyson's
lines-

Ilowc'er il bceit scems ta me
'is oaly noble ta hc good.

Kind hearîs arc more thau cormnets
And simple faith than Normnan bolond.

Tht firsi displaV ai real power and
pathos is tht conversation betwetn Geordie
Howe and bis moîher when fI became cvi-
dent tIsat Geardie's end was near. George
was Il a lad o' pains -and notwithstandong
bis povcrîy and poor betleb ad won tht
hogbesi honours on college. Hîs mothen,
foke many anoîher noble, Scotch mathen
would like ta sec boi a monster, Il if bels
wortniy a'r, no athtrwise." George was taken
home and the manner in whîch bis moiber
gave uphber son s sometingîhat ant cannai
read about wih dry cyts. There is fia betten
wornan than Marget Howe aulsîde ai tht
Bible.

Thea cames the patinghetwetn Donisie,
Gcorge's teacher and bis tavourite pupil.
13y thtettieyau have ncad ibis fan vou are
qute pensuaded you are rcading fia andin.
ary book and Ibis feeling grows upon yau
untol you stand by tht dcath bcd ai Dr.
MoacLune, and wblt Drumsheugh holds bis
band, hean him ask ion bis nithcr's Bible
and wth bis failing bneaîh try ta repeat tht
twenty-third psalm. Whcn you have toi.
lowed tht Drumtocbiy mca as tbey carried
MacLure's body tbraugh tht deep saow
drits ta bis grave; and have istened ta their
conversation you ieed pnufoundiy grateini ta
Mr. Watson for baving written this noble
book and wander ifthccati ever write anoîber
as good.

Lachian Camipbellis anc afube niostin-
tcnestong characters you mncel ia Mn.
Watson's stoning pages. Lachian is in.
îeestong mot because he is lavely aunt be.
cause he is typical. Hte was stern, severe,
harsh, and wenîta chuncli mainiy ta keep
tht mînister and cangregation rigbt Sanie
ai us have scen a fer gennine Lacblan
Campbeil's in Canada and carloads ai
spuriaus imitations. A reai Lachian
Campbell isin nxanv respects a good kind
af a man but a pinchbeck imitation with al
Lachlan's taulis wilhoui bis virlues, and bis
knowiedge is a bard characten ta put up
with. Lachian nscd ta look- down upon the
youthful Mndenatorof Sessioni with * 4austene
superiority iland wben the Moderasor and
he undcrstood cach ollier thcv berarne tht
wanniest aif iends. Lacbiam's special wonlc
in the session was to examine youîhfi
applicanîs for tokeas about Iheir law work,
and taquine haiw long tbey had been ai
Sinai. but when bis owo daughter Flona gai

4antu Loubie and tbe seb5aon and nemodbout.
treated bier kindiy, Laçhian sofîened dowr
and became a dificrent kind ai a man. H1i
inst speech was distinctiy an the side c
charity.

lamie Soutar was the Cynic of the Gîe
An ordinary cynic anc that cari do noîhinf

>rbut snter and carp antailier people whuli
i. neyer ac1.omplishlng anything himîcli v
n about the oeanest and most useless ibmi

on this footslooi. Jamie Soutar was nou
that kad ai a cync. When lie aîtaa.ked au

p English '« veesitar " ta the Gien hie dld sc
5on substantial grounds. WVben lie doiubled
e r Hopps the pretenîfous " veesîtor frae
5 aboot Engiand," lie made it clear ia the
s briefest space of timte that the patroa...nig
1 Southcrc wndbag had neyec heard &f the

Act af Union that hie had neyer read Adam'
Smith that hie dd fot know the differea.e
betwreen.Arrnenian;sm andCalvinisin,ar.1that
hie thought 1' tbe ,anfession of Faihb was in
vented in Edinburgh." A ýyn!c whn cao
do higb ciass work af that klnd may be a
very useful kind af a citen.

Taoaur mnd Burnbrae, nexito Marget
Howe, is the finesi ch aracter Mr. Watson
sketches. Same of aur friends admirt Dr
MacLure mast, and hie certa.nIy ;s a grand
cha-icter ; but for ail round goodness and
isefulness we put Burubrae firstir'ng the
tlen Drumsheugh is also a capital man.
In tact ail Mr. Watson's leading creatians
are splendid mcn and thati s onc reasan
why the book bas such a whoiesomt in-
fluenice.

SPECILIZE THE ELDERtS11l'.

loy N. A%. o.

la THL CANADA PRE.avîuuAN a1
Aprily3d an interestiag article appears,
under the caption" Tht Calechisî and the
Sacraments," that wil daim widc attentéon
throughout the churcb. It deais with a
question ai very great moment and ont
that is continually being discussed tram ane
point ai vîew or another, the supply ai the
home mission fildif, and raises an important
issue. Your correspondent is in sympathy
with the author ai tht article, Rev. James
Fraser, ai Cushing, Quehec, in praposing
extraordinary mens t, cape with a difficult
situatiasi. As ta the particular mens pro-
pused, howcver, and tht arguments adduced
in support ai it, we differ somewhat. I trust
tht matter under consideration will rective
tht fuliest discussion '.a your columas, that it
mnay in due course bc rcduced ta such a fonm
as ta justify its being braughî before tht
Assembly. Althaugh crîîicising the argu
mnents brougbî forward by Mr. Fraser in
support ai bis position, I do not write with
tht intention af belng critical, but, like him-
self, in the hope aficlading up ta definite
and ecffective legisatian on the part of the
Chuncb.

The dispensiag ai tht Sacraments by
men andained by the laying an of hands s
not a matter ai use and wont. Use and
want arc always local, bowevtr Wideiy local.
Ordination is a rnatîer oi a diffcrent sort.
It is nat a mere canvenience. nor is it sarne-
thing devtloped in tht Church , ia s saime
îhiug given ta the Church, and is part and
parcti of the btlitf and practise af thteivhoie
Church. Ta say thea îhaî ' it s Ad.'4 ýy .sinc
that tbey %the sacnamentsj shauid flot bc ad-
ministencd txcept by. ont duly ordaintd ta
tht ministry," s ta begon ta beg tht question
in favor ai tht dispensiag ai sacraments by
catechists. The rites ai the Church are bet
ter guanderi ihen ta bce'4 held by saime.'

There are flot twa stases in which mcn
arc said ta be ordained, as would seeni ta bc
stated ia Mr. Fraser's article whcn hc says.

laI this stase tht catcchisî wha now
preaches the gospel wiîbaut ordination ta
tht ministry bas been ardained." This is
begginR the question aRain. Men are nat
ordzincd ta supecintcnd Sunday Schoals.
Our students are not ordaonad ta preach la
saine mission field during the summer or
tht wnter monîhs, oz aui superintendents

:b of missions alteady ordatd mein, tui
In superintend tht missions. To bc ordained
is by the laying on ai hands i5 ta be ordaintid
)f ta tht ministry, whtthcr it he tortbe preach-

iag af the gospel they are ordained,.for the
. wark of the eider, or ta tht oilice af deacan;
ýg and there is noailther ordination prescntcd la
le Sciptnrtetorplraiîseri by the Church.
as Tc say (as ;s sait' la tht above article)
i;that certain e.amplcs .ited front Stipture

)t '« Jeaoly àhov that tht meaaing ai ordina
l ion, in generai, ab appointaient ai mcn ap

c pravea as q.alifled, ta affice or special
d %ork ia the Chur,-b, for an anderiaite Crtoe or
efor a more definite season,"' is ta beg tht
equestion doubiy. la the firsi place thene is
zno «meaning la general " atta.hang ta
cordinat;on, aLkaowiedgtd la the beli and

a practice ai the Church or presented in
S.oipture , aos &s thert any ' ordination tan

tgencral,' 41 tbat should bc the mcantng ;a
teadtd. Oidanationa s ordination, .ad t

3may fûltbe said ibere as ordinati'on and
1ordination. Evtry meanîng tbat atta,.bts

ta ordination as spetoil, , . htr ai bc tht
sealai f ualifcation that as under ioasidera-
taOn, the tLrcS Yrk of autbority, tht
publit. and off«-ai oaî ose-ratoon of thse ap
pia".anîloi the uork oi the manslry, the
fomai -.omtnIg o1 the word and doctrine,
or tht perpetuatang af the Christian monistry.
la tht second place there as a begging ai tht
question wben mention s made ai"' ap-
poiniment . . . tauooce ar special work on
the Churcb, inasmucb as tht office (or
offices) ai the ministry and "«special wark "
do nat tal la the saine cattgary. More-
aven, the beggng ai the question in this
instance ls continured when thal appoint-
ment is spoken af as "«for an indefinite
tume or for a more definile season." Paul
and I3arnabas werc without doubt sent upon
a particalar mission 'Acts xiii.), but their
ordination cannai be said ta have heen for
a defiaite season. It would nat be correct
titber ta speak aofit as being for an indefinite
lime, for a lime limait is flot considertd in
ordination.

Ordination is essenîlal ta the Christian
minastny for reasons wiîh respect ta which
tht Chuncb s aitont, reasons already sug-
gested, and which do net need la bc dwelt
upon la detail here. Ia recognition af this
faci, tht deacan dis ardaîned ta bis office by
tht laying on oftbands , and shouid he ater.
war i bc elc.ttd ta tht office ai thteider be
as ordalned ta that office la tht sanie
way - not re-ardained, but ordaoncd ta an-
other office of tht mintstry. Shauld tht
sarne man aftcrward be ardained ta tht
minîsîry ai tht word his ordination is unt
and the sanie, only ta a higher office, la
cach case he is ordained according ta tht
Scripture.

The ýiuestion raised by Mr. Fraser
"May tht Cburcb, through its orgaaized

#hovernmtntal lnsitttons, employ catcc-hists
ta minister tht sacramenîs, without ordina-
tion ta the minisiry ?" is an important ont,
bath because ai tht abject la view, and an
accoui ai the question iusel1intrinsically.
Vour correspondent wauld suhmiî that, in
vitw ai tht tacts rcvitwtd in tht ioregoing
part ai Ibis communication, tht question ai
anyone dispensing tht Sacrameats who bas
not beca ardaincd is satisfactariiy sctied an
tht negalive. Leave off îhese latter words,
cg iithout ordination ta the ministry," how-
ever, and we have a subject worthy ai the
most carclul consideration ai Pnesbyttits,
Synods, and the General Assembly a! aur
Church. It is a subjeci tac that wouid net
be completeiy novel ta tht Church, though
dealing wlth a maîler ncw and unaccusioni-
cd ta ourselves.

lualal things essenuial ta church polity
tht pracîlce ai tht aposiolic. churcb as re-
corded in the New Testament os aur suffici-
cnt Ruide. Thse apostles ardained eiders on
avery cily and place where they founded tht
churcb. These eiders tbey leftion charge
la tbeir absence- -and their absence was
somc.ammes afi ozg contonuance. Thty do
net .appearta have found' t nccssary to
ondain deaçons except as tht progress af the

j infant Lhutr-h retluibed. T'here was è
1 stated inlstry of the Word as yet. *t
1 than the aposties themseives. I)id Q
. ordained eiders thus left tu soie charge,*
e pense the sacranients of baptism and fi,
; Lord's Supper ? We submit that the na
à ao the case îvouid demand that tbey sto,

do so. Certain passages ln the Acusê
the Aposties go ta show that they daelc~
Pense the Lord'b Supper. Ato i'cer
sermon on the day of Pente.st the t t
thousand couverts, ovh the othes breltrn

1 "continued steadfastly in the dpostw
doctrine and feliowship. and i lac oreg
itte / brcad, and in prayers" Aî
j:!. Peter tvas prCeet and the cao,,
aposties , but their presence is Dot *
phasized when mention is made of oU
steadiast cantinuanCe. In Acts xx, Il
shown bhat the disaaiples at Troas qCa
togethez ta ljcak bread upontnsc i
of the week. the day upon wfloch beileMp
weie act.ustamed to mcci for worL.
raul was there, and bis preaching e
mra-.le às&n.lied tht occasion , bat, u
though hc eleebrated the Lord s)vr
being present, bis presen-.e wouid nul e
peat to havc been -onsidered esseioatait
a celebraton. He was in Troas but Sem~
days, and thereiorê %vas present unvo
one occasion of the disciples carnang t>
gether «'upon the first day of the wr,
. . fi /break bieii." If, then, wecgw
agree with the aposties that th idt
were compztenttu 1 ' take heed toaiat L4
fiock aver whicb tht Haiy Ghast bai
nmade Vou overseers, to feed the Ckar
of God " (Acts xx. 28), we cannai decy u
eiders now the authority ta dispense oi*
sacraments when the needs of the Chtrd
correspond with those of the early Choytl,
and therefare demand the sacraments
we have understood the passages and ri
circumstances arîght), and particularlytL
sacrament af the Lard's Supper. If thise
sitian be well taken, and we believaia
let us meet the exigencies af thet ime in &lb
conduct af missions, by speciaiizing tu-
eldership. It is the practise of aur Choztl
ta ordain eiders in every congregation l2
that particular congregation. Why nos gi
ta Catechisîs the status of eiders ? and t
studenîs also, wha bave entered upon go
study oftbteoiogy with a view ta the work d
the mlnisîry, and who, meanwhiie, are cngz*
cd in mission wark,i.size tiuiv Thiszoe
be speciaiizing the eldersbip in that erdina
tion is confçrred ««witbaut relatlà~ or prsb
able view had ta a particular charge," astL-
term sine titoto ik defined in Moore s Dgs
P. 413.- Haviug taken this step, wby i
specialize tbe eldership furtber, by gmnri
these men autharity ta dispense the sam.
ments also ? la view af the present pr«actin
ai the Chnrch, tbis looks like speciaizatic%
but we believe it would anly be recagnizrl
the autbarity inhercnt in the affice cfa!
eider under circumstances sucli as %ve ban
cansidercd, and such as prevail iargciy à
the Canadiana Churcb to-day.

There is another solution af the difficrhy
contemplated, the supply af capable ma
auîbarized ta dispense the sacraments no
mission fields. It is that adopted by t.
North Presbyterian Churcb in the UnItC
States, and faund, we believe, enîîrely wocr
able and satisfactory. The ruling ar
practice afibtis great cburch upon the qîr-
tion afi1' ordination as an evangelisi to a La
in feeble churches,' os thus presented 2o
Moares Digest (i886, p. 41-,, ch. xv. §àT
i).-«' Is it ar is it flot in accardance iài
the principles ai the Presbyîerian Churci l
ardain evangeiists ta labor in fieids hairel
feeble churches which are flot able ta o
port a pastar, and are tao remaote co2a
ventently ta s2cure the services ai an ml'
dained mnister." The aaswer os givra C
the samne page; "Tc ordain cvangehsas

cordance with the practise of the Churti
and is no infraction af any af i s aThis os th e legosiat on of the N'orthitPresby:erian Cburch in farce sin)ce 1-550.

Ordination 1 dots not ompress a chari
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