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Editorial
ARMENIAN AND ASSYRIAN RELIEF.

* There is nothing that can be conceived of 
that is of greater practical importance to 
people than that they should have a worthy 
conception of God. What we believe about 
God "is of more importance to our lives than 
anything else, A right doctrine of God-rthat 
is what the Church presents to us on Trinity
Sunday. > .-

When we begin to attempt any kind ot
definition of the being of Our Great God we 
realize the inadequacy of human thought? and 
the still greater inadequacy of human lan
guage, for we are conscious that our words 
narrow even our limited thoughts. The doc
trine of the Holy Trinity is the attempt on the 
part of the Church to account for all the facts 
about God as those facts have been revealed 
in Holy Scripture, and to interpret to thê^orld 
her experience of God in the light of those 
facts. It is the highest, truest, and most ade
quate expression of God and His relation to 
the world. *• _ ' <

We must remember also that this doctrine 
is not merely a difficult series of definitions 
given by theologians, but that it is Our Lord 
Jesus Christ Himself Who has made this doc
trine inevitable. “Christ,-glorious with light 
of Divine love and holiness, known on earth 
andin Heaven as the Son of God,-was,so full 
of grace and truth that men not only learned 
the Father from Him, but beheld the Father 
in Him?' We often forget that one of. the 
basic reasons of, this definition of God is the 
adoration of the Christian heart for Jesus 
Christ, which found its expression ift St. 
Thomas when he cried, “My Lord, and my 
God.” What should we do with Him if we 
had no Trinity Sunday?

The opening words of the Epistle and the 
closing words of the Gospel seem to have a 
very close connection. “After this I looked, 
and behold, a door was opened in Heaven.” 
“And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be 
lifted up: that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 
The Son of Man has opened the door to 
Heaven by His death, and the door stands 
open for all men. And through that open door 
we hear the sounds of Heaven’s worship,-and 
it is the worship of thé 'Blessed Trinity, for 
we hear the voices of those who “rest not day 
and night, saying, Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord 
God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to 
come.” And above till we seem to hear the 
Voice of Him Who sits upon the Throne, say
ing, “That which is born of the flesh is flesh; 
and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.” 
The doctrine of the Trinity has to be spiritually 
apprehended. We enter into its meaning by 
worship. For those who never worship this 
doctrine must be meaningless. But for those 
whose habit it is to enter into the Holy of 
Holies and to cry, Holy, Holy, Holy, this 
doctrine is a reality, and expresses their ex
perience 6f the Godhead, 
tir‘*7°r t^le Catholic Faith is this: That we 
WORSHIP one God in Trinity, and Trinity 
m Unity.”

lUlt
.Faith is all-powerful ; it conquers every-

hing, and despises ^worldly goods, since it is 
sure of eternal bliss.—Savonarola.

Viscount-Bryce has stated that the aim of 
the rulers of Turkey in seeking to root out 
Christianity was political rather than religious. 
“They wanted to make the whole ^Turkish 
Empire Mohammedan in order to make it uni- . 
form, with only one creed and no differences 
between one class of subjects mid another.” -- 
And he adds that “of the seven or eight hun
dred thousand of Armenians who have perished 
in the recent massacres, many thousands have 
died as martyrs, by which I mean,they have 
died for their Christian faith when they could 
have saved their lives by renouncing it.” - 
“Many a Christian child was tom from its 
parents to be brought up- as a Mussulman, 
l'housands of Armenian Christian girls were 
sold in the market or distributed among 
Turkish officers- to be imprisoned for life in 
Turkish harems and there forced into Moham
medanism. But many more thousands of 
Armenians, women as well as men, were 
offered their choice between Christ,and Mo
hammed, and when, they refused Mohammed 
were shot or drowned forthwith.”.

The Right Hon. A. J. Balfour states that 
“of the one million eight hundred thousand 
Armenians who were in the Ottoman Empire 
two years ago, one million two hundred thou
sand have been either massacred or deported.”

The ancient Assyrian Church has likewise 
suffered from massacre, disease and famine.
It was attacked by Turks and Kurds, and 
some 35,000 escaped to Persia, where one- 
third of the latter perished from lack of food, 
clothing and shelter.

To help the remnants of these peoples, a 
strong relief committee has been formed in the 
United States with the assistance of Mr. Paul 
Shimmon, who has for some time been work- 
ingin connection with the Archbishop of Can
terbury’s Mission to the Nestorian Christians.

In Canada the matter .has very recently been 
taken up by the Primate, who has issued a 
letter to "the different Metropolitans, asking 
that an appeal shoqld be made. Steps have 
already been taken by the latter, and Mr. 
Shimmon addressed the congregations of 
Christ Church Cathedral and St. George’s 
Church in Montreal on Sunday last.

The “Canadian Churchman” has been asked

anything in its power to help on such a ' 
object. ; As suggested by the Bi 
rèal, amounts reported as having 
in the various Synod offices for 
if desired, be reported in its 
week to week. In addition to this, 
tidns will be received and acknowl _ 
subscribers, who for any reason cannot or do 
not wish to contribute through the various 
diocesan channels.

It is doubtful if anywhene in thé midst of 
the suffering and sorrow caused by this war 
is there greater, or as great, need for help. 
The anxieties and sorrows in England, to 
quote the Archbishop of Canterbury, “are 
dwarfed in comparison with the unutterable 
misery and devastation which has been 
wrought in the lives and homes of tne Ar- • 
menians anil Syrians in Eastern Turkey and 
on the Persian frontier.” Canada knows 
nothing yet of such suffering, and we pray 
that it may continue to know nothing of it.

This, however, should make us pour out our 
sympathy and help all the more freely to those 
who need it. Approximately 2,144,000 per
sons, mostly women apd children, destitute, 
homeless and helpless, are dependent on such 
relief as is sent from outside sources. Will 
you help? “Inasmuch as ye did it unto 
of the least of these, my brethren, ye did 
unto Me.”
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— No matter what one’s views may have I 
earlier in the war regarding the advisability < 
resorting to conscription, we feel certain 
it was with a sigh of relief that 
majority learned on Saturday last that it wB 
really coming. The need of reinforcements, 
coupled with the lamentable falling off in 
cruits, made it inevitable. With the Ur 
States in the war on the side of the 
Canada has little to fear from the alien-t 
population within her borders. We trust 
in carrying conscription into effect all- 
and creeds in Canada will be treated alike.

It may not be generally known that the i 
publication known as “The Bible St 
Monthly” is published by the followers of 1 
late Pastor RusselL and should not be 
house room in Canada. After Canada’s - 
perienee with both Mr. Russell and 
cessor, Judge Rutherford* one wonders * 
this publication has escaped the eye 
Canadian censor. Do not leave it 1 
for young people to read. Consign it 
to the fire.

. The Church Bible, and 
has just concluded one of 
years in its history. If has, 
of the fund raised by the ' 
distributed since war 
copies Jpf, the
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