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THE WESLLEYAN,

OCTOBER 3,

' (From Evangelical Christendom for August.)
Proscat State of Religions Matters in Tuscany. |
Florence, July 13, 1£50.

My dear Dr. Steane,—I wish to send you
a short notice of the state of religious mat-.
ters in this part of Jtaly. You know that

for some time there has been n great desire | thodox Thomas Moore.

in Tuscany for the reading of the Word of
Goad, and, notwithstanding all the means
taken of late to prevent the circulation of
the Scriptures, this dsire is still increasing.
In 1847 and 1848, a number of religious
tracts and books were printed in Florence,
and, as greater liberty was enjoyed at that
time, they were sold openly in the shops
and in the sireets. They were not directly
gontroversial, and so were permitted to pass
the Censorship ; but they were all evangeli-
cal in their spirit, and greaily superior, as
might be expected, to the usual wretched
productions of the Romish press. They
mede their wav also into Rome, in
the beginning of 1848. 1 have seen the
‘Diiscorsi Religiosi, s volome of discourses
translated from Monod, and Vinet, and
Chalmers, exposed for sale in the book-shop
windows at Rome, and a large bill adver-
tising the same work pasted on the pillars
of the Pantheon. This kind of libéry did
not oontinue long. You know the fate of

the Bibles which were printed here about |'(heir dnctrine in the classic land washzd by

eighteen mouths ago. But such measures
failed, as they generally do, to destroy the
cause of evangelism, or the interest that
had been excited in the Scriptures of truth.
lodeed, since that time the desire of the
people to ‘“ search the Scriptures” has been
greatly o the increase. ‘T'he bishops apd
priests have placarded the walls with ad-
dresses to their people,warning them against
the reading of those pestiferous and hereti-
eal books which they say have been 8o wide-
ly circulated in Tuscany. During the Lent
preachings this year, the Protestant propa-
ganda was the great subject of attack in
the discourses of the priests.

A controversy had also been excited on
the subject of confession. An able little
treatise, by Dr. Desanciis, entitled La Con-

» Jessione, had been circulated in great num.
,bers in Florence, and eagerly read. ‘I'he
priests were compelled to attempt an an-
swer, and a reply was published. The
preachers also made confession the subject
of several of their discourses, attacking the
arguments of * the apostate priest.” This
was a pretly sure mode of increasing the
terest already excited on the subject, and
La Confessione is indebted to the priests to
the extent of, perhaps, two editions. The
reply of Belli 1o the treative on Confession

;much gore, by fines and imprisonmeats,

and the police, have been in vain, the bi-
shops have formed a committee for the cir-|
culation of gond books, and Florence has |
been already favoured with specimens of
two of 1hese emphatizally * goud books.” —
One of them is a flippant dialogue, entitled
Don Francesco, and another is a translation
of * The Travels of an Irish Gentleman in
search of Religion,” by the thoroughly or-
There would be
something extremely ridiculous in the se-
lection ot this old and flippant work of the
aunthor of the “lrish Melodies.” were it not
so melancholy to think of immortal souls |
under the care of spiritual directors, who
prohibit the Bible as if it were a volume of
blasphemy, and stamp with their ecclesias-
tical authority the ribaldry of Moore. The
poet, perhaps, scarcely expected that his
not very grave treatise, afier being tho-
roughly forgotten at home, should be se-
lected for translation into ttalian by Tusean
bishops, and seng forth anew into the world
by a committee for the distribution of good
books. . .

In addition to such literary labours, the
Tuscan bishops met lately in synod, at Flo-
rence, in the church of San Miniata, and
issued a pastoral letter to their dioceses,
from their * holy solitude,” as they call it.
They bewail the new spirit which has chang-
ed the face of Tuseany, the inroads made
by false prophets, and the ready reception of

the Areno and the Tiber. They speak of
the printing and circnlating of pernicious
books, by enemies of the Catholic faith, and
bewail the loose hold of the church on the
yourh of the land. The empire of the beast,
on whose front is written *‘ blasphemy,”
must surely be at hand, when inen can be
found in Tuscany who have the diabolical
hardihood to speak ** against that lily of Pa-
radise, the immaculate Mary.” As there
can be no salvation out of that church, of
which the Roman pontiff is the head, they
promiee to pray for their strayed sheep* be-
fore the altars on which the host is immolai-
e, and earnestly entreat all their people
to beware of the blasphemous writings

which have been so widely spread through
Tuscany. 7The letter has the names of the
archbishop of Florence and of six bishops
appended to it.

Provincial synods have also been held at
Pisa and Sienna, to follow up the same
work. In the latter place, the synod was
opened with invoking the protection of the
most holy, immaculaie Mary, and, of the
holy apastles Peter and Paul.  The hishopa
meet in Synad, issue pastoral letters, and
try to allure their people, by the bribe of
plenary indulgence, to attend the church,
and to offer up the prayer for the extirpation

drew forth another treatise on the snbject
of Tradition, from Dr. Desanctis, which
has dlso gone through two or three editions.
Of course, great efforts have been made to
discover the venders of such treatises, and
the searching of book shops by the police
and the priests has now become very com-
mon. Files of old newspapers, and a
+ pamphlet or two of Mazzini's are occasion-
ally discovered as the result of such a search.
An intimation of the discovery is published
in the journals—a printer is fined or 1mpri-
soned, and so the thing gors on,
The Bible of eourse —that dreaded book
—is always under ban, and Diodat/'s ver-
sion is always coutraband. Even the ver-
sion of Martini, oue of their own archin-
shops, they cannot trust in his own city of
Floreuce, without their owa notes and com-
ments. [t is not good, they say, when put
on their defence for prohibiting the Word
of Life, it is not good to give the Bible to
the people—*‘there must be some one to point
out the acorn to the pig.” 'I'he words are
their own, and such 18 the elegant simile by
which they illustrate the wisdom of keeping
the people iu ignorance of the Word of Gol.
Itis well, however, that they have been
" drawn out to give any explanation of their
system, and such degradation of things sa-
cred is not likely 10 serve their own cause
much, among those who have any reverence
at all for the authornty of sacred truth,
Greater efforts have been made of late tn
counteract the influence of Protestant no-
tions in Tuscany. As it seems all the ef-
forts that have been made by pastorals and

of heresy. In addition to this they have ad-
dressed a letter to the Minister of the Iute-
rior, praying him to use all efforts for pre-
veuting the circulation of anti-catholic
books.  All these movements show that the
Roman Catholic clergy in this country feel

uphold the cause of the great apostasy.

Again, some of the more talented and li-
[ beral journals in Florence have been charz-
ed by the priests with strong Protestant
tendencies. ‘I'he Nazionale 18 especiaily
nbnoxious, and suundry eflforts have been
| made to secure 18 suppression.  Jt had
been auspended at one hime, and the re-
sponsible editor fined and tnprisoned atan-
other ; and again it has been prohibited
some parts ot ‘T'uscany ; but still 1t has con-
tinued its course, reviewing boldly the acts
of the Government, and-the encyclical fet-
ters of the Pope, and defending betore the
law courts the liberty of the press, accord-
ing 1o the Coustitution of 1245, Any plea
for liberty to sperk or write is charged with
protestantism.  The Eeo, a lutle jourual
under the management of the priests, is so
| entirely devoud of 1alent, and so filled with
{ the grossest absurdities, that itis not hikely
to do much hirm to the more enlizhiened

may have among the ignoraut and credu-
Hous,

An Italian translation of M. Adolphe Mo-
nod’s Lucille, ou la Lecture de la Bible, has
been in circulation 1 Florence for some
wecks. As it is a masterly work, and has

Lent-preachings, and by what they rely on

lbeen well trauslated, it has made. a counsid-

the necessity of making strong efforts to

part of the population, whatever intluence it |

awful book, and he did not know how it
was th be answered. 1 believe, if there
were more liberty of thinking and actiag in
Tuscany, some of the priests might be
brouzh: at least ta inquire after the truth;
as it is, they are blind leaders of the blind,
having little knowlege of any kind, and de-
cidedly opposed to the enlightened educa-
tion of others,

The Eco is at present full of marvellous:
stories of the Madonna of Rimini. In the
church of St. Augustine, at Rimini, a pic-
ture of Mary, ** Mater Misericordiz,”
painted about fifty years ago, by a certain
obscure painter of that neighbourhood, has
opened its eyes and moved them. One
would have thought that this was too absurd
for these days; but while the' liquifying of
the blood of St. Januarius takes place an-
nually, and while the church professes her
belief in that rather stale miracle, and in
all the legends of the Breviary, it would be
difficuit to say that any absurdity was (oo
great to be received. ‘Che priesily editors
of the Ero publish pages of letters on the
subject of the Madouna, and defend the
genuineness -of the miracle in elaborate
articles.  Miracles, they say, are even to
be expected in such tinies of danger to the
church as the present; and they refer to
the Breviary and its antharity for belief in
such miracles.
Neapolitan periodical, superior, perhaps, to
any in luly under the wmanagement of the
priests, and one ol whose writers, | believe,
1 brother to one of the most enlightened
aud Liberal-minded of ltalian statesmen, de-

the Madonuna, showing that nething can
account for it but a miuracle. Bishops and
priesis from other places have hastened to
the scene, to witness the miracle for them-
selves. T'he bishop of Cesena visited the
phice, knelt at the feet of the Mather of
Mercy, and after a short time the Madonua
opened her cyes, and fixed them upon him,
and * for five minutes he was ahle to coa-
template, the seven beauties of Paradise ; at
last he was obliged to turn awayv his eyes,
not being able to support what he saw.”

While the picture at Rimini has been
thus drawing wondering multitudes to the
shrine of the Madonna, other images, seiz-
ed with a natnral desire to see what is going
on, have opened their eyes also.  Itistruly
melancholy to see crowds of ignorant peo-
ple, from whomn the Word of Life has been
kept, running to kneel down befire a
picture, and offering money, rings, jewels,
&c., to the priests, who have already made
well by the fraud. Others, of course,
smi‘e at the delusion.  Pius IX | thorough-
ly supeestitions in these things, ix said to
have given special directions concerning
the picture. The devotees make great use

Pope confirms the accounts, what will you
say? Will you refuse 10 believe the Pope?”
In Roine, a medal has been struck for

the Apostles.  Pis IX,, occupies the usual
place; on the reverse, Daniel pointeds.to
the dragon worslipped by the Babylonians,
with the words of 1the exerque, Disruptus
est Draco quem colebatis.
vconrse, 8 from the Apocrypha, and the

zimi.  ‘The parti pretre at Pans have
also struck a medal in honour of Mouta-
lembert, with the famous passage of his
speech on the Freuch expedition on the
reverse,—* The church was more than a
woman ; she was a mother.”

Amid all these things, it is cheering to
see the proaress made by Piedmont, and to
know that in more than oune quarter ot Italy
there 18 a thirst for the water of life. God
may yet open a door, wide and effectual,
for the preaching of the truth, though there
are so many adversaries, T'he bread cast

after many days, God’s word will not re-
{turn unto Il void, but will accomplish
that for which Ile has sent it forth,

Methodist Protestants.

A letter from Mississipi, says: ** Metho-
dist Protestants hive never had greater
cause for repricing than at present.  Onr
circults and missions are well supplied with
munsterial laborers, and both munsters and

'

crable iropresiton. I bheard to-day of a

members seem to be i fine spirits.”

priest who had seen it. e said it was an

The Civilta Catholica a |

fends at length this opening of the eyes of  (N® M0st exquisite music.

Samily Civele,

The Wife's tnfluence on her llnsmj

A woman bas her husband’s fortones &
her power, because she may, ne .':!l i‘
not, as she pleases, conform to his ei';
atances.  This is her first duty, aqq o W
to be her pride.  No passion for loxy
display ought for a moment tempt h:’, ;
de~iate in the least degree from thig line of
conduct. Any other course is wretched
itself, and inevitably leads to rujpn, N::
ing can be more miscrable than the
gle 1o keep \p appearance. Jf would
succeed it would cost more than it
worth; as it never can, its failure in.
volves the deepest mortificalion.~8omg -
of the sublimest exhibitions of hemag
viriue have been made by women, whe
have been precipitated snddenly  from
wealth and splendor 1o sbsolute wm'
Then a man’s fortunes are in 1 manner i|.
the hands of his wife, inasmuch as hig own
power of exertion depends on her; His
moral strength is inconceivably increaseq
by her sympathy, her counsel, her aid. She
can aid him immensely by her relieving him
of every care which she is capable ofllkil(
npon herself. 1f she be prompted by trae
{ affection and good sense, she will perceivg
when his spirit is borne down and orer.
whelmed. She, of all human beingy! ean
_best minister to its needs.  If it be weyy,
in her assiduity it finds repose and refresh
ment. [f it be harrassed and worn 10 a
morbid irritability, her gentle tone¥ steal
over it with a soothing more potent thea
If every enter-
| prize be dead, and hope itself almost extin-
| quished her patience and fortitude have the
. power to rekindle them in the heart, ad
| he again goes forth to renew the encounter

i

- with the toils and tronbles of life.

The Vietorions Little Boy.

i T had the follnwing anecdote from a gen-
tleman of veracity. A little boy in Con-
necticut, of remirkably serions mind asud

{ habits, was ordinarily emploged aboat a

mechanie’s shop, where nearly all the hands

| were addicted to the common use of intoxi-
cating lignors.  The lad had imb|ber'l tem-

i perance principles, and though olten invited

"eould never be induced to partake wl!.h

fany of the <hop's crew. At length, his

“teacher in the Sunday school, in conversy
tion on certain non-resistant texts of Serip-

Hnre, had awakened his mipd to that sub-

Lieer, and he verv conscientionsly avowed

his determination to trv to live in accor-
ldance with this great Christian duc_lnne.

[ Three or four of the harder drinkers m'lh

!shop, somewhat piqued at such precioss
' piety and scrupulousness of conscience, re

solved to humble the lad, or at least pol

his new notions to the test.  They resolved

of this with the incredulous, “When the | 14 force a dram of rum down his throat b

some means. Seizing an OPPO""‘_"“! whes
he was left alone in the shop with thes-
selves, they invited him to drink. He re

the return of the solemnily of the Prince of | fyeed. They then told him they s

compel him.” e remained calm and we
moved. They threatened him with vie
lence. Still he neither seemed angry nor d
I tempted to escape, nor evinced the Jewt

T'he passage of | disposition to yield; bm jusisted that it

was wicked, and he could not doit. bey

dragon is interpreted ax meaming Maz- | (hen laid hold of him, a man at each arm,

while the third held the bottle rﬂd"“’

even on these troubled waters may be found |

force it into his mouth.  Still their victi®,
remained merk and firm, declaring that he
had never injured them, and 'never 8! s
but that Ged would be his friend and :0'
tector, kowever they might abuse M.
‘I'he man who held the fatal bottle, 9P w
that moment resolute in his _e'_" P“TPO?:'
was so struck by the non-resisting dlgf.l’-
and innacence of the lad, that, 28 he altes
wards confessed almost with tears, he'lcl;;
ally felt unable to raise his hand.—T:;celk
assaved 1o lift the bottle, as he place .
nose of it in the child’s mouth, but his ar

refused to serve him.  Not the {east r:l‘:
tance wis made in this stage nfthe pfOCiin‘
ing otherwise than by a meek Fm":"'_
look ; vet the rinaleader himsell \VHM v
come in his feelings, and gave over l' nd
tempt, declaring that he'could no e
would not, injure‘such an mn‘ocenl, cnorll
entious, good-hearted boy. Such 't';'ch axil
power.—Such is the streingth by wht i
may, sometines at least, be 0\‘€t¢°m'

good.— American Poper.
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